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PREFACE 


About four years ago I received a letter from Mr. S. M. Sharif, Educational 
Adviser to the Government of Pakistan and now Secretary in the Ministry of 
Education, drawing my attention to the fact that there was no detailed His- 
tory of Muslim Philosophy in the English language and inviting me to draw 
up a scheme for the preparation of such a History. The scheme prepared by 
me envisaged the collaboration of eighty scholars from all over the world. The 
blue-prints of the plan were placed by Mr. S. M. Sharif before the Government 
of Pakistan for approval and provision of funds. The Cabinet by a special ordi- 
nance deputed me to edit the History, and appointed a Committee consisting 
of the following to steer the scheme through: 


Mr. I. I. Kazi, Vice-Chancellor, University of Sind (Chairman) 

The Educational Adviser to the Government of Pakistan (Member) 

Mr. Mumtaz Hasan, then Secretary Finance, Government of Pakistan, and 
now Deputy Chairman, Planning Commission (Member) 

Dr. Khalifah Abdul Hakim, Director, Institute of Islamic Culture, Lahore 
(Member) a 

Dr. Serajul Haque, Head of the Department of Arabic and Islamic Studies, 
University of Dacca (Member) 

Professor M. Abdul Hye, Vice-Principal,-Government College, Rajshahi 
(Member) 

Myself (Member-Secretary) 


The Committee was later enlarged by the addition of Dr. M. Ahmed, Vice- 
Chancellor, Rajshahi University. 

But for the initiative taken by Mr. 8. M. Sharif and the constant help and 
encouragement received from him, a liberal grant from the State, and most 
willing co-operation from the Chairman and members of the Committee, it 
would not have been possible for me to bring this work to completion. 

From the very beginning I have been aware of the sheer impossibility of 
doing full justice to such a vast canvas of movements, thinkers, and thoughts. 
J am most grateful to the large number of contributors who have made at 
least the outlines of the entire picture possible. As this is the first major work 
on the history of Muslim philosophy it is bound to have many deficiencies, 
but a beginning had to be made and it has been made with the hope that it 
will pave the way for future improvements. 
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Preface 


In a collaboration work like this complete uniformity of language, style, and 
points of view, and evenness of quality and length, are hard to achieve. How- 
ever, efforts have been made to keep disparity in these matters as well as in 
transliteration, capitalization and punctuation as much within bounds as pos- 
sible. Credit for whatever merits these volumes have must go to those who 
have joined this venture; responsibility for whatever faults it may have is 
mine. 

I wish to express the Committee of Directors’ deep gratitude to Asia Founda- 
tion for its gift of the paper used in this work, and my personal thanks to its 
Representative in Pakistan, Mr. Curtis Farrar, for the keen interest evinced 
by him throughout the course of its preparation. I have to acknowledge my 
great obligation to Mr. R. K. V. Goldstein of Aitchison College, Lahore, and 
Mr. Hugh Gethin of the University of the Panjab for their helpful guidance 
in the matter of language. I am equally indebted to Professor M. Saeed Sheikh 
of Government College, Lahore, who has not only gone over the whole typescript 
and read proofs but has also suggested many improvements in thought and 
expression. I must also express my thanks to Mr. Mumtaz Hasan for his 
valuable suggestions towards the removal of some apologetic passages from 
the original manuscript, and to him as well as to Professor M. Abdul Hye, 
Mr. A. H. Kardar, and Dr. Serajul Haque for reading several chapters and 
drawing my attention to some omissions. My thanks are also due to Mr. Ashraf 
Darr for preparing the Index and helping me in proof-reading, to Mr. Ashiq 
Husain for typing the whole manuscript, Mr. Abdus Salam for putting in the 
diacritical marks, and Mr. Javid Altaf, a brilliant young scholar, for check- 
ing capitalization. 

In the end I have to note with great regret that two of the contributors to 
the work, Dr. Khalifah Abdul Hakim of Pakistan who was also a member of 
the Committee of Directors and Dr. Mecdut Mansuroglu of Turkey, have passed 
away. May their souls rest in peace! 


Lahore: August 1, 1961 M. M. Sharif 
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INTRODUCTION 


A 


Histories of philosophy have been invariably written in the light of the 
philosophies of history presupposed by their authors. The result of this has 
been that errors vitiating their philosophies of history have crept into and 
marred their histories of philosophy. In the present work our effort has been 
to steer clear of these errors. 

Instead of reading history in the mirrors of presupposed philosophies which 
may give distorted images, it is the study of history itself through which the 
dynamics of history can be clearly seen and its laws discovered. We hope this 
study of Muslim philosophy and the empirical survey of its course will spot- 
light at least some of the misconceptions current among philosophers and 
historians about the nature of history and the laws governing it. 

It will perhaps be generally agreed that human nature is fundamentally 
the same the world over. All human beings and the cultures they develop have 
the same fundamental needs, customs, impulses, and desires which, organized 
as personalities, determine their march-towards their personal and social goals. 
The fundamental nature of men being the same, the basic laws of cultural 
development and decay always remain the same. But owing to different 
environmental conditions cultural groups evolve differently in different parts 
of the world and thousands of years of indigenous experience give those groups 
their own social and psychological character; and their character in response 
to environmental stimuli creates all the differences that appear in their re- 
spective life-histories. Muslim society forms a single cultural group. It has 
been subject to the same laws of growth and decay as any other cultural 
group, but it has also developed some peculiar features of its-own. 


B 


Philosophers of social history individually differ in their views about the 
universal laws of history. There is a group of fourteenth/twentieth-century 
philosophers of history who believe that social history is like a wave, it has a rise 
and then it falls never to rise again, and view a society or a culture as an organ- 
ism which has only one cycle of life. Like the life of any individual organism, 
the life of a culture has its childhood, maturity, old age, and death, its spring, 
summer, winter, and autumn. Just as a living organism cannot be ‘revived 
after its death, even so a culture or a society can see no revival once it is 
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dead. Biological, geographical, and racial causes can to a limited extent in- 
fluence its life-course but cannot change its inevitable cycle. To this group 
belong Danilevsky, Spengler, and Toynbee. Our study of Muslim culture 
and thought supports their view that in certain respects the dynamism of 
society is like the dynamism of a wave; but are the two other doctrines ex- 
pounded by these philosophers equally true? First, Is it true that a given 
society is a living organism? And, second, Is it true that it has only one un- 
. Tepeated life-course? Let us first take the first. Is a society or a culture an 
organism ? Long ago Plato took a State to be an individual writ large. Not 
the same, but a similar mistake is being made now. All analogies are true 
only up to a point and not beyond that point. To view a society on the analogy 
of an individual organism is definitely wrong. As Sorokin has brilliantly shown, 
no society is so completely unified into an organic whole that it should be 
viewed as an organism. An individual organism is born, it grows and dies, 
and its species is perpetuated by reproduction, but a culture cannot repeat 
itself in species by reproduction. Revival of individual organism is impos- 
sible, but the revival of a culture is possible. It is achieved by the activization 
of its dormant vitality, by responses aroused by fresh challenges, and by the 
infusion of new elements. The first revival of Muslim culture—its revival after 
the Mongol onslaughts which began when hardly half a century had passed 
and reached its full fruition in two centuries and a half—was partly due to its 
inherent vitality which could not be sapped completely even by these unprece- 
dented events. They seemed to affect total devastation of Muslim lands, but 
in fact could produce only a depression. Soon rain-bearing clouds gathered and 
these lands were again green and teeming with life. Though the challenge itself 
was the strongest the world has ever seen, it was, nevertheless, not strong 
enough to destroy all response. This revival of the Muslim culture was partly 
due to the infusion into it earlier of the fresh blood of the Turkish slaves and 
mercenaries and later that of the Mongol conquerors, for they themselves came 
into the fold of Islam bringing with them the vigour and vitality of their 
nomadic ancestors. Each individual organism is a completely integrated whole 
or a complete Gestalt, but though such an integration is an ideal of each cul- 
ture it has never been fully achieved by any culture. Each culture is a super- 
system consisting of some large systems such as religion, language, law, philo- 
sophy, science, fine arts, ethics, economics, technology, politics, territorial sway, 
associations, customs, and mores. Each of these consists of smaller systems 
as science includes physics, chemistry, biology, zoology, etc., and each of 
these smaller systems is comprised of yet smaller systems as mathematics is 
comprised of geometry, algebra, arithmetic, and so on. Besides these systems 
there are partly connected or wholly isolated heaps within these systems and 
super-systems. Thus, ‘“‘a total culture of any organized group consists not of 
one cultural system but of a multitude of vast and small cultural systems that 
are partly in harmony, partly out of harmony, with one another, and in addi- 
tion many congeries of various kinds.” No past empire was so well-knit as 
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the Umayyad Caliphate of Damascus and yet groups like the Kharijites and 
the Shi‘ites fell apart from its total structure. After the fall of the Umay- 
yads in the religious field there appeared some isolated groups like the Qarma- 
tians and the IsmA‘ilites, and in the political sphere Muslim Spain became not 
only independent of but also hostile to the ‘Abbasid Caliphate of Baghdad 
under which Muslim culture and thought may be said to have reached their 
golden prime. 

So much about the organismic side of the theory of Danilevsky, Spengler, 
and Toynbee when examined in the light of the history of Muslim culture and 
thought. What about its cyclical side? Is the life of a people like a meteor, 
beginning, rising, falling, and then disappearing for ever? Does the history 
of a society or a culture see only one spring, one summer, and one autumn 
and then, in its winter, completely close? The philosophers of history men- 
tioned above, except Spengler, concede that the length of each period may 
be different with different peoples and cultures, but, according to them, the 
cycle is just one moving curve or one wave that rises and falls only once. This 
position also seems to be wrong. As the researches of Kroeber and Sorokin 
have conclusively shown, “many great cultural or social systems or civilizations 
have many cycles, many social, intellectual, and political ups and downs in 
their virtually indefinitely long span of life, instead of just one life-cycle, one 
period of blossoming, and one of decline.” In the dynamics of intellectual and 
aesthetic creativity, Egyptian civilization rose and fell at least four times and 
Graeco-Roman-Byzantine culture, several times. Similarly, China and India 
had two big creative impulses and the third has now surely begun. The Muslim 
civilization rose from the first/seventh to the fifth/eleventh century. Then it 
gradually declined till it received a deadly blow in the form of the Mongol 
onslaughts. Its chief monuments of political and cultural greatness were 
almost completely destroyed. And yet it did not die. It rose again and saw 
its second rise from the last decade of the seventh/thirteenth century to the 
end of the eleventh/seventeenth century during which period its domain 
covered three of the biggest empires of the world—Turkish, Persian, and 
Indian—only to fall again from the beginning of the twelfth/eighteenth to 
the middle of the thirteenth/nineteenth century; and as this study will 
clearly indicate there are now signs of a third rise in almost all Muslim lands 
(Book Hight). 

This shows that there is “no universal law decreeing that every culture 
having once flowered must wither without any chance of flowering again.”’ A 
culture may rise in one field at one time, in another field at another, and, thus, 
as a whole see many rises and falls. In both periods of its rise Muslim culture was 
marked by its religio-political and architectural ascendancy; but while in the 
first period its glory lay also in its commercial, industrial, scientific, and philo- 
sophical fields, in the second it distinguished itself chiefly in the fields of 
poetry, painting, secular history, travels, mysticism, and minor arts. If by the 
birth of a civilization these writers mean a sudden appearance of a total unit. 
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like that of an organism, and by death a total disintegration, then a total 
culture is never born nor does it ever die. At its so-called birth each culture 
takes over living systems or parts of a preceding culture and integrates them 
with newly-born items. As the reader of this work will find, Muslim culture 
integrated within itself what it regarded as the intrinsically or pragmatically 
valuable parts of Arab Paganism, Hellenism, Judaism, Christianity, Hindu 
mathematics and medicine, and Chinese mysticism and alchemy with its own 
contributions to human life and thought. Again, to talk about the death or 
disappearance of a.culture or civilization is meaningless. A part of a total 
culture, its art or its religion, may disappear, but a considerable part of it 
is always taken over by other groups by whom it is often developed further 
and expanded. The Muslims did not only annex certain areas of other cultures 
but they expanded their horizons much further before annexing them as 
integral parts of their own culture. Here it is important to remove a miscon- 
ception. If some thought of earlier speculation runs through the fabric of Mus- 
lim thought even as a golden thread, it does not mean that, like many Western 
Orientalists, we should take the thread for the fabric. No culture, as no indi- 
vidual thinker, makes an absolutely new start. New structures are raised with 
the material already produced. The past always rolls into the present of every 
culture and supplies some elements for its emergent edifice. 

States are born and they die, but cultures like the mingled waters of different 
waves are never born as organisms nor die as organisms. Ancient Greece as a 
State died, but after its death a great deal of Greek culture spread far and wide 
and is still living as an important element in the’ cultures of Europe. Jewish 
States ceased to exist, but much of Jewish culture was taken over by Chris- 
tianity and Islam. No culture dies in toto, though all die in parts. In respect 
of those parts of culture which live, each culture is immortal. Each culture or 
civilization emerges gradually from pre-existing cultures. As a whole it may 
have several peaks, may see many ups and downs and thus flourish for millen- 
nia, decline into a latent existence, re-emerge and again become dominant for 
a certain period and then decline once more to appear again. Even when do- 
minated by other cultures a considerable part of it may live as an element 
fully or partly integrated in those cultures. 

Again, the cycle of birth, maturity, decline, and death can be determined 
only by the prior determination of the life-span of a civilization, but there is 
no agreement among these writers on this point. What according to Danilevsky 
is one civilization, say, the ancient Semitic civilization, is treated by Toynbee 
as three civilizations, the Babylonian, Hittite and Sumeric, and by Spengler 
as two, the Magian and Babylonian. In the life-history of a people one notices 
one birth-and-death sequence, the other two, and the third three. The births 
and deaths of cultures observed by one writer are not noticed at all by the 
others. When the beginning and end of a culture cannot be determined, it is 
extravagant to talk about its birth and death and its unrepeatable cycle. A 
civilization can see many ups and downs and there is nothing against the 
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possibility of its regeneration. No culture dies completely. Some elements of 
each die out and others merge as living factors into other cultures. 

There is a group of fourteenth/twentieth-century philosophers of history 
who confine themselves to the study of art phenomena and draw conclusions 
about the dynamics of culture in general. Peter Paul Ligeti, Frank Chambers, 
and Charles Lalo belong to this group. We may not quarrel with them about 
some of their conclusions, but should like to make an observation about one 
of their hypotheses—a hypothesis on which the study of Muslim thought 
throws considerable light. According to most of them, it is always the same 
art and the same type or style of art which rises at one stage in the life-history 
of each culture: one art or art form at its dawn, another at its maturity, and 
yet another at its decline, and then gradually both art and the corresponding 
culture die. We do not accept this conclusion. The life-history of Greek/art is 
not identical with that of European art or Hindu or Muslim art. In some 
cultures, like the Egyptian, Chinese, Hindu, and Muslim, literature; in some 
others such as the French, German, and English, architecture; and in the 
culture of the Greeks, music blossomed before any other art. The art of the 
Paleolithic people reached the maturity and artistic perfection which did not 
correspond to their stage of culture. In some cultures, as the Egyptian, art 
shows several waves, several ups and downs, rather than one cycle of birth, 
maturity, and decline. Unlike most other cultures, Muslim culture has given 
no place to sculpture and its music has risen simultaneously with its architec- 
ture. Its painting is not an art that developed before aJj other arts. It was in 
fact the last of all its artistic developments. Thus, it is not true that the se- 
quence of the rise of different arts is the same in all cultures. Nor is it true 
that the same sequence appears in the style of each art in every culture. Facts 
do not support this thesis, for the earliest style of art in some cultures is” 
symbolic, in others naturalistic, formal; impressionistic, or expressionistic. 

' Another group of the fourteenth/twentieth-century philosophers of history 
avoid these pitfalls and give an integral interpretation of history. To this group 
belong Northrop, Kroeber, Shubart, Berdyaev, Schweitzer, and Sorokin. 
Northrop, however, weakens his position by basing cultural systems on philo- 
sophies and philosophies on science. He ignores the fact that many cultural 
beliefs are based on revelations or intuitive apprehensions. Jewish, Muslim, 
and Hindu cultures have philosophies based on revelation as much as on reason. 
The source of some social beliefs may even be irrational and non-rational, often 
contradicting scientific theories. Kroeber’s weakness consists in making the 
number of geniuses rather than the number of achievements the criterion of 
cultural maturity. Schweitzer rightly contends that each flourishing civilization 
has a minimum of ethical values vigorously functioning, and that the decay 
of ethical values is the decay of civilizations. Neither the collapse of the Cali- 
phate of Baghdad was caused entirely by the Mongol invasions nor was the 
ruin of the Umayyad Caliphate of Spain effected by the attacks of Christian 
monarchs of the north; nor indeed was the second decline of the Muslim world 
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due merely to the imperialistic designs of Western powers. These were only 
contributory factors to these downfalls. The basic conditions of the rise and 
fall of nations invariably arise from within. In each case the real cause was the 
lowering of moral standards brought about by centuries of luxury and over- 
indulgence in worldly pleasures, resulting in disunity, social injustice, jealousies, 
rivalries, intrigues, indolence, and sloth—all the progeny of fabulous wealth— 
and in the case of the second decline from about 1111/1700 to 1266/1850, all- 
round moral degeneration combined with conformism of the worst type dead- 
ening all original thought. Without this moral downfall there would have been 
no cultural decline in Islam. 

As it has been said before a culture may rise in one field at one time, in 
another field at another, but while it may be rising in one field it may yet 
be declining on the whole. The politico-social rise or fall of a culture necessarily 
goes with its moral rise or fall. But the case seems to be different with intellec- 
tual development. A people may decline in the politico-social sphere and yet 
its decline may itself under suitable circumstances become a stimulus for its 
intellectual advance. The political and moral decline of the ‘Abbasid Caliphate 
of Baghdad began in about the middle of the third/ninth century, and the 
collapse of the Umayyad Caliphate of Spain and decadence of the Fatimid 
Caliphate of Egypt in the beginning of the fifth/eleventh century. Yet the 
deep-rooted tradition of the patronage of learning in the Muslim world kept 
its intellectual achievements rising from peak to peak right up to the time 
of the Mongol devastation. Thus, despite its downfall in other fields, in the 
field of learning Muslim culture saw its ascendaricy right up to the middle of the 
seventh/thirteenth century. In fact this period of political and moral fall— 
the period during which Muslims everywhere lost their solidarity and the three 
Caliphates broke into petty States or sundry dynasties—was exactly the 
period when the Muslim intellect reached its full flowering. It was during this 
period of political and moral decline that flourished such illustrious philoso- 
phers as al-Farabi, ibn Sina, Miskawaih, ibn Hazm, al-Ghazali, ibn Bajjah, 
ibn Tufail, ibn Rushd, and Fakhr al-Din Razi; the famous mystic Shihab 
al-Din Suhrawardi; great political philosophers like al-Mawardi and Nizam 
al-Mulk Tisi; renowned scientists and mathematicians like al-Majriti, ibn 
Yiinus, ibn Haitham, ibn al-Nafis, al-Birini, al-Bakri, al-Zarqali, ‘Umar Khay- 
yam, ibn Zuhr, and al-Idrisi; and such celebrated literary figures as al-Tabari, 
al-Mas ‘iidi, al-Mutanabbi, Firdausi, Baqillani, Sana’i, al-Ma‘arri, Nasir Khusrau, 
al-Zamakhshari, Kashani, Nizami, ‘Attar, and ibn al-Athir. Though three 
celebrities, Rimi, Sa‘di, and Nasir al-Din Tasi, died long after the sack of 
Baghdad, they were actually the products of this very period and much of 
their work had been produced within it.* When moral degeneration sets in, 
a culture’s intellectual achievements may stay but cannot avert the evil day. 


* As Rimi’s most important work, the Mathnawi, was written between 659/1261 
and 670/1272, we have included him among writers of the centuries following the 
sack of Baghdad. 
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In this example there is a lesson for those who are using their high intellectual 
attainments for the conquest even of the moon, Venus, and Mars, for they 
may yet be culturally on the decline, if superabundance of wealth leads them 
to luxury, licence, and moral degradation on the whole. 


Cc 


In the Introduction to the History of Philosophy, Eastern and Western, it is 
complained that histories written since the beginning of the thirteenth/nine- 
teenth century suffer from the defect that they ignore all developments in 
philosophy before the time of the Greeks. This complaint, or rather indict- 
ment, is perfectly justified, not only in the case of the historians of the thir- 
teenth/nineteenth century but also of those of the twelfth/eighteenth century. 
Every thinker of these two centuries understood history as if it were identical 
with Western history. They viewed history as one straight line of events 
moving across the Western world; divided this line into three periods, ancient, 
medieval, and modern; and lumped together the Egyptian, Indian, Chinese, 
and Babylonian civilizations, each of which had passed through several stages 
of development, in the briefest possible prelude (in some cases covering not 
even @ page) to the Graeco-Roman period designated as “ancient.” Histories 
of other civilizations and people did not count, except for those events which 
could be easily linked with the chain of events in the history of the West. 
Toynbee justly describes this conception of history as an egocentric illusion, 
and his view is shared by all-recent philosophers of history. Whatever their 
differences in other matters, in one thing the twentieth-century philosophers 
of history are unanimous, and that is their denunciation of the linear concep- - 
tion of progress. We associate ourselves with them in this. Just as in biology 
progress has been explained by a trend from lower to higher, or from less per- 
fect to more perfect, or from less differentiated and integrated to more differ- 
entiated and integrated, similarly Herder, Fichte, Kant, and Hegel and almost : 
all the philosophers of the twelfth/eighteenth and thirteenth/nineteenth cen- 
turies explained the evolution of human society by one principle, one social 
trend, and their theories were thus stamped with the linear law of progress. 
The present-day writers’ criticism of them is perfectly justified in respect of 
their view of progress as a line, ascending straight or spirally, whether it is 
Fichte’s line advancing as a sequence of certain values, or Herder’s and Kant’s ° 
from violence and war to justice and peace, or Hegel’s to ever-increasing free- 
dom of the Idea, or Spencer’s to greater and greater differentiation and integ- 
ration, or Tonnie’s advancing from Gemeinschaft to Gesellschaft, or Durkheim’s 
from a state of society based on mechanical solidarity to organic solidarity, 
or Buckle’s from diminishing influence of physical laws to an increasing 
influence of mental laws, or Navicow’s from physiological determination to 
purely intellectual competition, or any other line of a single principle as 
the evolution of human society as a whole. 
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Every civilization has a history of its own and each has its own ancient, 
medieval, and modern periods. In most cases these periods are not identical 
with the ancient, medieval, and modern periods of Western culture starting 
from the Greek. Several cultures preceded the Western culture and some start- 
ing earlier are still contemporaneous with it. They cannot be thrown into 
oblivion because they cannot be placed in the three periods of the cultures 
of the West, ancient, medieval, and modern. Western culture is not the measure 
of all humanity and its achievements. You cannot measure other cultures and 
civilizations or the whole of human history by the three-knotted yardstick of 
progress in the West. Mankind consists of a number of great and small countries 
each having its own drama, its own language, its own ideas, its own passions, 
its own customs and habits, its own possibilities, its own goals, and its own 
life-course. If it must be represented lineally, it would not be by one line but 
several lines or rather bands of variegated and constantly changing colours, 
reflecting one another and merging into one another. 

While the learned editors of the History of Philosophy, Eastern and Western, - 
have endeavoured to remove one flaw in the treatment of ancient history, they 
have failed to remove similar flaws in the treatment of what the Western 
writers designate as the “medieval” period of history. A very large part of 
this period is covered by the phenomenal rise and development of Muslim 
thought which carried human achievement in the intellectual field, as in many 
other fields, to one of its highest peaks. For this the most glorious part of 
medieval history not more than four out of forty-eight chapters have been 
assigned in the History of Philosophy, Hastern‘and Western. Nor, indeed, has 
even & word been said about the well-recognized role of Muslim philosophy in 
transmitting Greek thought to the West, in advancing human knowledge, in 
supplying a mould for the shaping of Western scholasticism, in developing 
empirical sciences, in bringing about the Italian Renaissance, and in pro- 
viding stimulus to the speculation of Western thinkers from Descartes to Kant. 

Moreover, in the account given of the “modern” period of history, the philo- 
sophica] developments of the East, except those in India, have been completely 
omitted. The reader of this historical work gets the impression that from the 
time of Descartes to that of Sartre, i.e., the present day, the East, outside 
India, intellectually ceased to exist. 

It is true that the History of Philosophy, Eastern and Western, is not alone 
characterized by these omissions. The same gaps, even more yawning, are 
found in the histories of philosophy written by Western scholars; but while 
in the works of the Westerners they are understandable, in those of the 
Eastern scholars they are unpardonable. Nevertheless, in this particular case 
they became unavoidable for the able editors did intend to have some more 
chapters on Muslim philosophy, but the writer to whom these chapters were 
assigned was also a minister of the State holding an important portfolio and 
his heavy official duties left him no time to write them. 
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The history of Muslim thought throws a flood of light on the logic of history. 
A controversy has gone on for a long time about the laws that govern historical 
sequences. Vico in the twelfth/eighteenth century contended, under the deep 
impression of the lawfulness prevailing in natural sciences, that historical 


‘events also follow one another according to the unswerving laws of nature. 


The law of mechanical causality is universal in its sway. The same view was 
held by Saint Simon, Herbert Spencer, Karl Marx and in recent times by 
Mandelbaum and Wiener. On the other hand, idealists like Max Weber, Windel- 
band, and Rickert are of the view that the objects of history are not units with 
universal qualities; they are unique, unrepeatable events in a particular space 
and. a specific time. Therefore, no physical laws can be formed about them. 
Historical events are undoubtedly exposed to influences from biological, geo- 
logical, geographical, and racial forces; yet they are always carried by human 
beings who use and surmount these forces. Mechanical laws relate to facts but 
historical events relate to values. Therefore the historical order of laws is dif- 
ferent from the physical laws of mechanical causation. To us it seems that both 
the groups go to extremes. The empiricists take no account of the freedom of the 
will and the resolves, choices, and goals of human beings, and the idealists 
forget that even human beings are not minds, but body-minds; and though 
they initiate events from their own inner resources, they place them in the 
chain of mechanical causality. It is true that historical events and the lives — 
of civilizations and cultures follow one another according to the inner laws 
of their own nature, yet history consists in the moral, intellectual, and aesthetic 
achievements of individuals and groups based on resolves and choices, using 
causation—a divine gift—as a tool, now obeying, now revolting against divine - 
will working within them and in the-world around them, now co-operating 
and now fighting with one another, now falling, now rising, and thus carving 
their own destinies. 


E 


The thought of Hegel and of Marx is having a great influence on the deve- 
lopment of the philosophy of history. As is well known, Hegel is a dialectical 
idealist. The whole world for him is the development of the Idea, a rational 
entity, which advances by posing itself as a thesis; develops from itself its 
own opposite, antithesis; and the two ideas, instead of constantly remaining 
at war, get united in an idea which is the synthesis of both; and this synthesis 
becomes the thesis for another triad and thus triad after triad takes the world to 
higher and yet higher reaches of progress. Thus, the historical process is a 
process of antagonisms and their reconciliations. The Idea divides itself into 
the ‘‘Idea-in-itself” (the world of history) and the “Idea-in-its-otherness” (the 
world as nature). Hegel’s division of the world into two watertight compart- | 


9 


Introduction 


ments has vitiated the thought of several of his successors, Rickert, Windle- 
band, and Spengler, and even of Bergson. If electrons, amoebas, fleas, fishes, and 
apes were to speak, they could reasonably ask why, born of the same cosmic 
energy, determined by the same laws, having the same limited freedom, they 
should be supposed to be mere nature having no history. To divide the world- 
stuff into nature and history is unwarranted. History consists of sequences 
of groups of events, and we have learnt since Einstein that objects in nature 
are also groups of events. There is no essential difference between the two. The 
only difference is that up to a certain stage there is no learning by experience; 
beyond that there is. According to Hegel, the linear progress of the Idea or 
Intelligence, in winning rational freedom, culminates in the State, the best 
example of which is the German State. Such a line of thought justifies internal 
tyranny, external aggression, and wars between States. It finds no place in 
the historical process for world organizations like the United Nations or the 
World Bank and is falsified by the factual existence of such institutions in the 
present stage of world history. Intelligence is really only one aspect of the 
human mind, and there seems to be no ground for regarding this one aspect, 
the knowing aspect, of only one kind of the world-stuff, i.e., mankind as the 
essence of the world-stuff. 

The mind of one who rejects Hegel’s idealism at once turns to Marx. Marxian 
dialectic is exactly the same as Hegel’s. But, according to Marx, the world-stuff 
is not the Idea, but matter. He uses this word, matter, in the sense in which 
it was used by the thirteenth/nineteenth-century French materialists. But the 
idea of matter as inert mass has been discarded even by present-day physics. 
World-stuff is now regarded as energy which can take the form of mass. 
Dialectical materialism, however, is not disproved by this change of meaning 
of the word “matter.” It can still be held in terms of a realistic dialectic—the 
terms in which the present-day Marxists hold it. With the new terminology, 
then, the Marxist dialectic takes this form: Something real (a thesis) creates 
from within itself its opposite, another real (antithesis), which both, instead of 
warring perpetually with each other, get united into a synthesis (a third real) 
which becomes the thesis of another triad, and thus from triad to triad till, in 
the social sphere, this dialectic of reals leads to the actualization of a classless 
society. Our objection to Hegel’s position that he does not find any place for 
international organizations in the historical process does not apply to Marx, 
but the objection that Hegel considers war a necessary part of the historical 
process applies equally to him. Hegel’s system encourages wars between nations; 
Marx’s between classes. Besides, Marxism is self-contradictory, for while it 
recognizes the inevitability or necessity of the causal law, it also recognizes 
initiative and free creativity of classes in changing the world. Both Marx and 
Hegel make history completely determined, and completely ignore the most 
universal law of human nature, the law that people, becoming dissatisfied 
with their situation at all moments of their lives except when they are in sound 
sleep, are in the pursuit of ideals and values (which before their realization are 
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mere ideas); and thus if efficient causes push them on (which both Hegel and 
Marx recognize), final causes are constantly exercising their pull (which both 
of them ignore). 2? ok 

Our recognition of final causes as determinants of the course of history leads 
us to the formulation of a new hypothesis. According to this hypothesis, human 
beings and their ideals are logical contraries or discrepants in so far as the 
former are real and the latter ideal, and real and ideal cannot be attributed to 
the same subject in the same context. Nor can a person and his ideal be 
thought of in the relation of subject and predicate. For, an ideal of a person 
is what the person is not. There is no essential opposition between two ideals 
or between two reals, but there is a genuine incompatibility between a real 
and an ideal. What is real is not ideal and whatever is ideal is not real. Both 
are opposed in their essence. Hegelian ideas and Marxist reals are not of oppo- 
site nature. They are in conflict in their function. They are mutually warring 
ideas or warring reals and are separated by hostility and hatred. The incom- 
patibles of our hypothesis are so in their nature, but not in their function, and 
are bound by love and affection and, though rational discrepants, are volitional- 
ly and emotionally in harmony. In the movement of history real selves are 
attracted by ideals, and then, in realizing them, are synthesized with them. 
This movement is dialectical, but it is totally different from the Hegelian or 
Marxist dialectic. Their thesis and antithesis are struggling against each other. 
Here, one is struggling not “against” but “for” the other. The formula of the 
dynamic of history, according to this conception, will be: A real (thesis) 
creates from within itself an ideal-(antithesis) which both by mutual harmony 
get united into another real (synthesis) that becomes the thesis of another 
triad and thus from triad to triad. The dialectic of human society, according 
to this formula, is not a struggle of warring classes or warring nations, but a 
struggle against limitations to realize goals and ideals, which goals and ideals 
are willed and loved rather than fought against. This is a dialectic of love 
rather than of hatred. It leads individuals, masses, classes, nations, and civili- 
zations from lower to higher and from higher to yet higher reaches of achieve- 
ment. It is a dialectic which recognizes an over-all necessity of a transcen- 
dentally determined process (a divine order), takes notice of the partial free- 
dom of social entities and of the place of mechanical determination as a tool 
in divine and human hands. 

This hypothesis is not linear because it envisages society as a vast number 
of interacting individuals and intermingling, interacting classes, societies, cul- 
tures, and humanity as a whole, moving towards infinite ideals, now rising, 
now falling, but on the whole developing by their realization, like the clouds 
constantly rising from the foot-hills of a mountain range, now mingling, now 
separating, now flying over the peaks, now sinking into the valleys, and yet 
ascending from hill to hill in search of the highest peak. 

This hypothesis avoids the Spencerian idea of steady progress, because it 
recognizes ups and downs in human affairs and rises and falls of different 
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civilizations and their thought at different stages of world history. It avoids 
measuring the dynamics of history by the three-knotted rod of Western cul- 
ture and does not shelve the question of change in human society as a whole. 
It leaves the door of future achievement open to all and does not condemn 
certain living cultures to death. 

Briefly stated, the hypothesis to which the study of Muslim thought, as the 
study of Muslim culture as a whole, lends support has a negative as well as a 
positive aspect. Negatively, it is non-organismic, non-cyclic, and non-linear; 
and, positively, it involves belief in social dynamics, in progress in human 
society through the ages by rises and falls, in the importance of the role of 
ethical values in social advance, in the possibility of cultural regeneration, in 
the environmental obstacles as stimuli to human action, in freedom and 
purpose as the ultimate sources of change, and in mechanical determinism as 
an instrument in divine and human hands. 


F 


The chief aim of this work is to give an account not of Muslim culture as 
a whole, nor of Muslim thought in general, but only of one aspect of Muslim 
thought, i.e., Muslim philosophy. But since this philosophy had its beginning 
in a religion based on philosophical fundamentals and it developed in close 
association with other spheres of thought, sciences, humanities, and arts, we 
have thought it desirable to give brief accounts of these other disciplines as 
well (Book Five). Book Five has become necessary because in many cases 
the same thinkers were at once philosophers, scientists, and writers on the 
Humanities and Fine Arts. Besides writing on philosophy al-Kindi wrote, to 
number only the main subjects, also on astrology, chemistry, optics, and 
music; al-Farabi on music, psychology, politics, economics, and mathematics; 
ibn Sina on medicine, chemistry, geometry, astronomy, theology, poetry, and 
music; Zakriya al-Razi on medicine and alchemy; al-Ghazali on theology, 
law, physics, and music; and the [khwan al-Safa on mathematics, astronomy, 
geography, music, and ethics. Likewise ibn Haitham left works not only on 
philosophy but also on optics, music, mathematics, astronomy, and medicine, 
and Nasir al-Din Tiisi on mathematics, astronomy, physics, medicine, miner- 
alogy, music, history, and ethics. In Muslim Spain, ibn Bajjah wrote on philo- 
sophy, medicine, music, and astronomy; ibn Tufail on philosophy and medi- 
cine; and ibn Rushd on philosophy, theology, medicine, and astronomy. And 
what is true of these thinkers is true of a host of others. 

In the Introduction to the History of Philosophy, Eastern and Western, to 
which reference has already been made it has been rightly observed that the 
histories of philosophy written before the nineteenth century might be aptly 
described as the histories of philosophers rather than the histories of philosophy. 
But it seems to us that when a history aims at giving an account of theories and 
movements, it cannot do without dealing with philosophers, for the relation 
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between them and the movements they start or the theories they propound is 
too intimate to allow their complete severance. Therefore, in our endeavour 
to give a historical account of the movements, systems, and disciplines in 
Muslim thought we have made no effort to eliminate the treatment of indivi- 
dual philosophers where it has been called for. In this procedure we have fol- 
lowed the excellent example of T. J. de Boer who can be justly regarded as 
a pioneer in this most neglected field. 

We have begun our treatment of the subject by giving in Book One a brief 
account of the whole field of philosophy in the pre-Islamic world in general and 
Arabia in particular. We have devoted Book Two to philosophical teachings 
of the Qur’an. This we have done with the express hope that these two books 
together will give the reader a correct idea of the real source of Muslim philo- 
sophy and enable him to view this philosophy in its true perspective. ’ 

Muslim philosophy like Muslim history in general has passed through five 
different stages. The first stage covers the period from the first/seventh cen- 
tury to the fall of Baghdad. We have dealt with this period under the heading 
“Early Centuries.” This is followed by a shock-absorbing period of about half 
a century. Its third stage is that of its second flowering treated under the 
heading ‘‘Later Centuries.” It covers the period from the beginning of the 
eighth/fourteenth to the beginning of the twelfth/eighteenth century. The 
fourth stage is that of the most deplorable decline covering a century and a 
half. This is in the truest sense the Dark Age of Islam. With the middle of the 
thirteenth/nineteenth century begins its fifth stage covering the period of the 
modern renaissance. Thus, in the curve of its history, Muslim philosophy has 
had two rises and two falls and is now showing clear signs of a third rise. 

We have said very little about the periods of decline, for these have little — 
to do with philosophical developments. During the first period of its greatness 
Muslim philosophy shows four distinct lines of thought. The first is the theo- 
logico-philosophical line, the second is mystical, the third philosophical and 
scientific, and the fourth is that taken by those whom we have called the 
‘‘middle-roaders.” These have been treated respectively in Book Three, Parts 1, 
2, 3, and 4. In Book Four we have traced the same lines of thought running 
through the second rise of Islam in order to bring it in clear contrast with the 
first. 

During both of these periods of Islamic rise, considerable activity is notice- 
able in other disciplines. We have dealt with all these in Book Five. 

The period of modern renaissance in Islam, a brief account of which is given 
in Book Eight, is marked by political struggle for emancipation from foreign 
domination and freedom from conformism in both life and thought. The philo- 
sophers of this period are not mere philosophers. They are more political Jead- 
ers, social reformers, and men of action. Therefore, although chapters LX XII, 
LXXTI, LXXIV, LXXVH, LXXX, and LXXXIII contribute little to aca- 
demic philosophy, yet they throw a flood of light on the philosophies of life and 
history, and for that reason have been considered indispensable for our work. 
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- So much about the past. But what about the present and how about the 
future? The position of philosophy amongst the Muslim peoples today is no 
worse than it is in the rest of the world. What type of philosophical thought 


the future has in store for them we shall try to forecast in our concluding re- 
marks, 
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BOOK ONE 


PRE-ISLAMIC PHILOSOPHICAL THOUGHT 


Part 1 


Chapter | 
PRE -ISLAMIC INDIAN THOUGHT 


Maurice Bloomfield says paradoxically in T'he Religion of the Rig-Veda that 
“Indian religion begins before its arrival in India.’? By this he means to imply 
that Indian religion is a continuation of the primitive faith of the Indo- 
European race to which the Aryans that came to India belonged. ‘““The Sanskrit 
word deva {to shine) for God is similar to the Latin word deus; yaj a Sanskrit 
word for worship is common to more than one Indo-European language; 
while the Vedic god Mitra has his counterpart in the Iranian god Mithra.” 
From a comparative study of the beliefs and practices of the Teutonic, Hellenic, 
Celtic, Slavonic, Italian, Armenian, and Persian peoples which all sprang from 
the Indo-European race, it has been established beyond the slightest doubt 
that the basis of their religion was an animistic belief in a very large number 
of petty gods, each of which had a special function. They were worshipped 
with sacrifice, accompanied with potent formulas and prayers. Magic was 
highly regarded and much used. 

Itis greatly regretted that there is neither any formal history nor any archaeo- 
logical remain to throw light on the early home of this ancient race or on the 
time when the great historical people hived off from it. Our principal source 
for the history, religion, and philosophy of the Indian branch is the Vedas 
besides the Epics and the Puranas. 

The Vedas.—Among the Vedas, the oldest is Rg- Veda which consists of more 
than a thousand hymns composed by successive generations of poets during a 
period of many centuries. The hymns are connected in various ways with the 
sacrifices, the domestic ceremonies, and the religious speculation of the time, 
and are concerned chiefly with the worship of gods, who represent personifi- 
cation of natural forces, and the propitiation of demoniac beings. 

In the Indo-Iranian period the refreshing drink prepared from the soma- 
plant was offered to gods in a special ritual and the singing of a hymn was a 


—_ 


} Maurice Bloomfield, The Religion of the Rig-Veda, Putnam, N.Y., 1908, p. 16. 
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necessary part of the ritual. The Aryans brought this custom with them and 
continued to compose verses for the soma-ritual and for the occasions of annual 
sacrifices in their new homeland. As the hymns were to be sung, a class of 
priests arose whose duty it was to recite poems of praise in honour of gods. 
The priests who could sing better hymns and were in possession of a secret 
lore, which enabled them by conducting sacrifices in the right way to win the 
favour of gods for their patrons, were in great demand. Consequently, a number 
of priestly families vied with one another in composing hymns in the best 
language and metre then available. The Rg-Veda gives evidence of seven such 
families each bearing the name of a patriarch to whom the hymns are ascribed. 
At first the hymn collections of six families were brought together and then 
of nine. At a much later stage some scholars collected one hundred and ninety- 
one poems which were taught as the last section of the oral curriculum of 
hymns. Thus, there became ten books of the Rg- Veda. 

The mantras of the Atharva-Veda consist largely of spells for magical pur- 
poses and advocate pure and unalloyed polytheism. The other Vedas are 
entirely sacrificial in purpose. The Sama-Veda consists of verses borrowed from 
the Rg- Veda to be applied to soma-sacrifice. The Yajur- Veda consists of ritual 
formulas of the magical type. 

For a long time the number of the Vedas was limited to three, the Atharva- 
Veda being totally excluded from the group of the Vedas. In support of this 
contention the following verse from Manu can be cited: “From Agni, Vayu, 
and Ravi, He drew forth for the accomplishment of sacrifice the eternal triple 
Veda, distinguished as Rik, Yajush and Sdman.’’® Similarly, in Satapatha 
Brahmanas it is said, “The Rik-Yajush-Sdman verses are the threefold 
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A probable rcason for the exclusion of the Atharva-Veda from the Vedas 
is that “it consists mostly of magic spell, sorcery, and incantations which 
were used by the non-Aryans and the lower classes to achieve worldly goods 
such as wealth, riches, children, health, freedom from disease. . . . The Atharva- 
Veda was recognized later on when hymns relating to sacrifices seem to have 
been added to it to gain recognition from the orthodoxy.’’4 

Vedic Conception of God.—The religion of the Vedas is polytheism. It has 
not the charm and grace of the pantheon of the Homeric poems; but it cer- 
tainly stands nearer the origin of the gods. All gods whether great or smail 
are deified natural phenomena. The interesting thing about them is that they 
are identified with the glorious things whose deifications they are and are also 
distingtished from, them. They are still thought of as being sun, moon, rain, 
wind, et¢., yet each god is conceived as a glorious being who has his home in 

heaven. and who comes sailing in his far-shining car to the sacrifice and sits 


2 Manu, I. 23. 

3 Satapatha Brahmanas, IV: 6, 7. 

4 Mantnhai C. Pandya, Intelligent Man’s Guide to Indian Philosophy, Bombay, 
1935, p- 21. 
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down on the grass to hear his own praise recited and sung and to receive the 
offerings.® The hymns sung by the priests were mainly invocations of the gods 
meant to accompany the oblation of soma-juice and the fire-sacrifice of the 
melted butter. 

The Vedas are not consistent in their account of the gods. In one myth the 
sun is a male, in another’a female. The sun and the moon are mentioned in 
one place as rivals, elsewhere as husband and wife. The dog is extolled in one 
piace as a deity and in another mentioned as a vile creature. Again the sun, 
the sky, and the earth are looked upon sometimes as natural objects governed 
by particular gods and sometimes as themselves gods who geherate and control 
other beings. 

In the Rg-Veda, heaven and earth are ordinarily regarded as the parents 
of gods, pitra® or matra.’ In other passages heaven (dyaus) is separately styled 
as father and the earth (prithivi) as mother.® At other places, however, they 
are spoken of as having been created. Thus it is said,® that he who produced 
heaven and earth must have been the most skilful artisan of all the gods. 
Again, Indra is described as having formed them, to follow him as chariot 
wheels do a horse. At other places the creation of the earth and the heaven is 
ascribed to Soma and Pushan. 

Thus, while the gods are regarded in some passages of the Rg-Veda as the 
offsprings of heaven and earth, they are at other places considered indepen- 
dent of these deities and even their creators. 

In various texts of the Rg-Veda the gods are spoken of as being thirty-three 
in number. Thus it is said in the Rg-Veda: “Come hither Nasatyas, Asvins, 
together with the thrice eleven gods, to drink our nectar.”!° Again, “Agni, 
the wise gods lend an ear to their worshippers. God with the ruddy steeds, 
who lovest praise, bring hither those three and thirty.’”"! In the Satapatha 
Brihmanas this number of thirty-three gods is explained as made up of eight 
vasus, eleven rudras, and twelve adityas, together with heaven and earth, or, 
according to another passage, together with Indra and’ Prajapati instead of 
heaven and earth. « 

The enumeration of gods as thirty-three is not adhered to throughout the 
Vedas. In the Rg- Veda, the gods are mentioned as being much more numerous: 
“Three thousand, three hundred, thirty and nine gods have worshipped 
Agni.’’!2 This verse which is one of the many shows that the Vedic Indian 


3 Farquhar, An Outline of the Religious Literature of India, Oxford University 
Press, 1920. p. 13. 
6 Rq.- Veda, iz 159, 23 ili: 3.11. 
% fhid. ine 8a, 123 S236, 3. 
8 Ibid... i: 89, 4. 
8 Thid.. i: 160, 2. 
10 bid. i: 34, IT. 
Wo fhid., i: 45, 2. 
22 Tbid.. iii: 39. 
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believed in the existence of a much larger number of supernatural beings than 
thirty-three. 

The gods were believed to have had a beginning; they were stated to be 
mortal, but capable of overcoming death by the practice of austerity. The Rg- 
Veda says that the gods acquired immortality by drinking soma. Still the 
gods are not self-existent or unbeginning beings. It has been seen that they are 
described in various passages of the Rg-Veda as offsprings of heaven and 
earth. In various texts of the Rg-Veda the birth of Indra is mentioned, and 
his father and mother are also alluded to.}* 

The Vedic gods can be classified as deities of heaven, air, and earth: 

1. Celestial Gods.—The oldest god is Dyaus, generally coupled with Prithivi 
when the two are regarded ag universal parents. Another is Varuna, the greatest 
of the Vedic gods besides Indra. It is he who sustains and upholds physical and 
moral order. In the later Vedas, when Prajapati became creator and supreme 
god, the importance of Varuna waned, and in the post-Vedic period Varuna 
retained only the dominion of waters as god of the sky. Various aspects of 
the solar activity are represented by five gods, namely, Mitra, a personifica- 
tion of the sun’s beneficent power; Sirya, the proper name of the sun, regarded 
as the husband of dawn; Savitri, the life-giving activity of the sun; Pusan, a 
pastoral deity personifying the bountiful power of the sun; and Visnu occupying 
the central place in this pantheon. 

2. Atmospheric Gods —The most important of these gods is Indra, a favourite 
national deity of the Aryan Indians. He is not an uncreated being. It is said 
of him, “Thy father was the parent of a most heroic son; the maker of Indra, 
he also produced the celestial and unconquerable thunder . . . was a most skil- 
ful workman.’’!4 Again, “‘A vigorous (god) begot him, a vigorous (son), for the 
battle; @ heroic female (nari) brought him forth, a heroic soul.’"!® His whole 
appearance is golden; his arms are golden; he carries a golden whip in his 
hands; and he is borne on a shining golden car with a thousand supports. 
His car is drawn by two golden steeds with flowing golden manes. He is famous 
for slaying Vrta after a terrific battle, as a result of which water is released 
for man and light is restored to him. Certain immoral acts are also attributed 
to him. He occasionally indulges in acts of violence such as slaying his father 
or destroving the car of Dawn. Less important gods of this group are Trita, 
Apamnapat and Matarisvan. The sons of Rudra, the malignant deities of the 
Vedas, ave the Maruts (the storm-gods) who help Indra in his conflicts. The 
god of wind is Vayu while that of water is Apah. 

3.. Terrestrial Gods.—-Rivers are deified. Thus Sindu (Indus), Vipas (Bias), 
and Sutudri (Sutlej) are invoked in the Ry-Veda. The most important god is 
Sarasvati, often regarded as the wife of Brahma. Another very important god 


a3 Jhid., iv: 37, 4, 12. 
4 Jbid., iv: 17, 4. 
18 JZhid., vii: 20, 8. 
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is Agni, the god of fire. The number of hymns addressed to him far exceed 
those addressed to any other divinity with the exception of Indra. In the 
Rg- Veda he is frequently spoken of as a goblin-slayer. Another god is Soma, 
the divine drink which makes those who drink it immortal. A priest says in 
the Rg-Veda: “We have drunk Soma, we have become immortal, we have 
entered into light, we have known gods.” 

In addition to these, there is a host of abstract deities and also deities of 
less importance which cannot be described here for want of space. Suffice it 
to say that an attempt was made by the sages (rsts) to introduce order in 
the bewildering multiplicity of gods. As several gods had similar functions, 
they were in some cases bracketed together, so that it might be said that 
when Indra and Agni performed identical functions, Agni was Indra or Indra 
was. Agni. Hence arose many dual gods. A further effort in the direction of 
systematization was made through what Max Miiller has called henotheism— 
a tendency to address any of the gods, say, Agni, Indra, Varuna, or any other 
deity, “‘as for the time being the only god in existence with an entire forget- 
fulness of all other gods.” Macdonell has a different theory to explain the so- 
called henotheism by ascribing to it exaggeration, thus retaining the charge 
of polytheism against the Vedas. Some modern Hindus under the influence 
of Swami Dayananda repudiate both these theories as inconsistent with the 
true spirit of the Vedas.!* ‘“He is One, sages call Him by different names, e.g., 
Agni, Yama, Maarishvan.”!? No doubt, a few verses of this nature can be 
found in the Vedas; but the consensus of scholars is that monotheistic verses 
are a product of the later Vedic period and that they do not express the do- 
minant strain of the Vedic thought. Shri Krishna Saksena in his chapter 
“Indian Philosophy” in A History of Philosophical Systems edited by V. Ferm 
says that the early mantras contain a religion of nature-worship in which 
powers of nature like fire (agni) and wind (viyu) are personified. In later 
hymns and the Braéhmanas, monotheistic tendencies begin to crop up a little. 
Swami Dayananda was a product of Hindu-Muslim culture and his insistence 
on monotheism shows the extent to which Muslim thought has influenced 
Indian religious beliefs. 

Vedic Hechatology.—The Rg-Veda makes no distinct reference to a future 
life except in its ninth and tenth books. Yama, the god of death, was the first 
of the mortals to die. He discovers the way to the other world; guides other 
men there, assembles them in a home, which is secured for them for ever. He 
grants luminous abodes to the pious and is an object of terror for the wicked. 
Yama is said to have two insatiable dogs with four eyes and wide nostrils whe 
act as his messengers and convey the spirits of men to the abode of their 
forefathers. After a person’s dead body has been burnt, his spirit soars to the 

“Yealm of eternal light in a car or on wings and enters upon a more perfect 


18 Sir Gokal Chand Narang, Message oj the Vedas, New Book Society, Lahore, 
1946, pp. 42-56. 
7? Rg-Veda, i: 164, 46. 
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life which fulfils all of his desires and grants him unending happiness. Since 
the Vedic gods did not have purely spiritual pleasures but were often subject 
to sensual appetites, it can be said that the pleasures promised to the pious 
in the world to come were not altogether spiritual. Yama is described as carous- 
ing with the gods,!§ and Gandharvas, a class of gods who are described as 
hairy like dogs and monkeys, often assume handsome appearance to seduce 
the earthly females.’ Indra is said to have had a happy married life. , 

Brahmanas.—Kach of the four Vedas has three sub-divisions: the Samhitas 
(sacred texts), the Braékmanas (commentaries), and the Aranyakas (forest 
books). The Brahmanas are, therefore, an integral part of the Vedas. Savana, 
a great scholar of the Vedas, says, “Veda is the denomination of the Jfantras 
and the Bréhmanas.’®® (Swami Dayananda differs on this point.) By the 
Mantras are meant hymns and prayers; and the Brdhmanas are intended to 
elucidate objects which are only generally adverted to in the hymns. The 
Brihmanas. comprise precepts which inculcate religious duties, maxims which 
explain those precepts, and arguments which relate to theology. 

Considering the fact that the Brdhmanas often quote from the Vedas and 
devote themselves to the clarification of the ritualistic and the philosophical 
portions of the Vedas, it may be concluded that the Sarhitas must have 
existed in their present form before the compilation of the Brahmanas was 
undertaken. In fact in the Brdhmanas, we find fully developed the whole 
Brahmanical system, of which we have but faint indications in the Vedas. 
We have the whole body of religious and social institutions far more complicated 
than the simple ritual of the Samhitas; four castes with the Brahmins at the 
top and the Siidras at the bottom have been recognized both in theory and in 
practice—all this shows that the Brahmanas must have been composed a 
long time after the Vedas. It is, however, obvious that the Brakmanas were 
a kind of a scriptural authority for the Brahmanical form of worship and social 
institutions. 

Upanisads.—The third integral part of the Vedas, namely, the Aranyakas, 
intended for the study of the anchorites in the forests in the third stage of 
their life, led ultimately to the Upanisads or Veddntas as the concluding por- 
tion of the Vedas. These were meant for the ascetics in the fourth stage of 
their lives called the Sannydésa Aérama. Literally, the word Upanisad means 
“a sitting besides,” i.e., a lesson taught by the teacher to the pupils sitting 
by his side. These discourses expounded in enigmatic formulae a series of 
esoteric doctrines to the selected few students, mainly Brahmins, who were 
deemed fit to receive such a course of instruction. 

Considering the age which gave birth to the Upanisads for understanding 
some of the major problems of life, one marvels at the depth and insight of 
the early Hindu seers. Their attitude towards the Vedas was not one of venera- 
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tion; it was on the contrary an attitude of doubt and disrespect. While they 
considered Vedas to be of divine origin, they felt at the same time that the 
Vedic knowledge was inferior to the true divine insight and could not liberate 
them.2! They were not concerned with the world of phenomena and denounced 
with all the force at their disposai the rich and elaborate ritualism then pre- 
valent. Saccifice, an integral part of the Vedic faith, had no significance for 
them. Their interest lay not in the outer world but in the inner and, within 
that, in the mysterv of the self. The introverted Brahmins were accordingly 
carried far beyond the realm of the anthropomorphic deities of the early 
Vedic period and: devoted attention to that all-transcending principle from 
which all natural forces and events were supposed to proceed. The Upanisads, 
however, fall short of offering a coherent presentation of the Bréhmanic doc- 
trine of the Universal Soul-in-all-things. “This is only found in them in frag- 
ments, some small, some large. And in addition these fragments are the work 
of various schools.and various ages. Those who have described the Upanisads 
as chaotic are not altogether wrong.’ It would be hard to say what philoso- 
phical opinions might not be supported on their authority, for the most part 
contradictory statements find a place in them, yet the tendency is on the whole 
towards pantheism. The Upanisads teach the identity of the soul of all beings 
both animate and inanimate with the Universal Soul. Since the Universal 
Soul dwells in all, one finds one’s own self in all things, both living and non- 
living. In this light alone can the meaning of the famous (at tvam asi (That art 
thou) of the Upanisads be understood. The human self is not a part of the 
Divine Self, but is the Brahman-Atman whole and undivided. The Self is 
consequently a single principle, which, philosophically speaking, can offer an 
explanation for the entire spectacle of nature. 

It.is often said that the pillars on which the edifice of Indian philosophy 
rests are Atman and Brahman. These terms have no fixed connotation in the 
Upanisads. Generally speaking, Atman is used to designate self or soul, while 
Brahman is used to denote the primary cause of things. What is remarkable 
about these terms is that though their significance is different, one denoting 
an inner world of subjectivity and the other an objective principle of explana- 
tion, yet in course of time the two came to be used interchangeably—both 
signifying an eternal principle of the universe. The notion of the self was arrived 
at through introspection and it was thought by the Upanisadic thinkers that 
the outer reality should correspond exactly with the psychical reality within. 
In this way what was simply a psychical principle came to be recognized as a 
world principle. This strain of thought was supported by another which objec- 
tively traced the visible universe to a single source, namely, Brahman, and 
Brahman was identified with the Atman. Thus, two independent currents of 


2 Radhakrishnan, The Philosophy of the Upanisads, Allen & Unwin London, 
1924, p: 25. 

2 Albert Schweitzer, Indian Thought and Its Development, Adam & Charles 
Black, London, 1951, p. 32. 
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thought met together and paved the way to monism of an idealistic type 
which has remained till now the hallmark of Indian philosophy. By com- 
bining subjective and objective principles into one, the ultimate principle 
partook of the characteristics of both—it became infinite as well as spiritual. 
All this is very well expressed in Chandogya-Upanisad in a dialogue between 
a father and a son. The sum and substance of the story is that the primal 
spiritual principle is all-comprehensive and that the principle is no other than 
the self of the person then engaged in the discussion. With regard to the nature 
of Brahman (the Absolute) there is a great divergence of opinion. At some 
places He is conceived as cosmic, i.e., all-comprehensive, at others acosmic, 
i.e., all-exclusive. Further, at some places Brahman is imagined as the imper- 
sonal Absolute without attributes; at other places he is recognized as the 
highest spiritual Being that unites all-forms of perfection in Himself. Hence 
it would be no exaggeration to say that though the Upanisads contain flashes 
of insight, yet they are not a self-contained homogeneous system and that 
they also lack completeness. It is for this reason that Sarhkara believes that 
there are two types of doctrines in the Upanisads: esoteric, understanding 
God as the impersonal, unknowable Absolute without attributes, and the other 
exoteric, regarding God as a Person who manifests Himself in the various 
divinities. 

The second interpretation of the Absolute as a Person led to the develop- 
ment of a theology largely theistic in spirit yet polytheistic in practice, since 
it sanctioned symbol-worship which expressed itself in various forms of idol- 
worship. The Upanisads are not, however, responsible for the excesses of later 
theology. In them breathes a spirit of monism. They preach a cult of mystical 
union with the Absolute, and suggest practical methods for its realization. 
In the main the stress is laid upon complete detachment from all that is mun- 
dane and belongs to the world of phenomena. Accordingly, one finds in the 
Upanisads a whole series of sayings in which complete renunciation is recom- 
mended. ‘When all desires which are in his heart disappear, then man be- 
comes immortal. Here he has already reached Brahman. As the old slough of 
a snake lies on an ant-hill, so now does the body lie there.” According to the 
Upanisads, the highest merit called Sheryas, which consists in the realization 
of one’s true self, can be reached through knowledge alone. The purpose of 
ethics, on the other hand, is quite distinct, namely, mundane good called Preyas 
which is reached by moral actions. The two ends are consequently poles apart, 
one concerned with the timeless good and the other with the temporal and 
evanescent good. It is said in Katha-Upanisad™* that the ethical and the 
spiritual goals are opposed to-each other as light and darkness and cannot 
co-exist. A man has to renounce all activity for worldly goods if he wants to 
achieve spiritual unity with the Supreme Being. One cannot, therefore, select: 


23 Brhd-Granyaka-U panisad, iv: 4. 
24 Katha-Upanisad, 2: 1-5 
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both knowledge and action as two ends of life, since the highest end must he 

one and not many. 

The ideal of detachment was emphasized by the Indian thinkers not only 
for the reason that it was necessitated by their theory of human deliverance, 
but also because they regarded the whole phenomenal world of names, forms, 
and plurality as maya or a mere unreality, an illusion having only a temporary 
reality which is transcended ultimately in the being of the Supreme Self. 
The Upanisads demand the votaries of Brahma to ponder over the illusoriness 
and unreality of the world of senses and to extricate themselves from its tempta- 
tions and enchantments by contemplation of a transcendental reality within 
the soul of each person. Thus ean a person get to spiritual heights and achieve 
mukti or salvation. Hence along with the renunciation of the phenomenal 
world another thing required is the concentration of the spirit on the super- 
sensible reality. The Upanisads contain detailed instructions on this subject. 
The aim is to reach a stage of ecstasy in which a person has the. psychical 
expericnce of feeling one with the Ultimate Reality. 

The ethics-negating tendencies, however, could not be maintained consis- 
tently in face of the demands and concrete realities of life. The ideal of human 
‘salvation as outlined by the Upanisads cannot be achieved easily and so many 
are destined to fail. This is realized by the Indian sages. ““What is hard for 
many even to hear, what many fail to understand even though they lear: 
a marvel is the one that can teach it and lucky is its obtainer; a marvel is 
he that knows it when taught by the wise.’’®5 The majority are born again after 
death and can win release from the cycle of births and deaths through the 
performance of good deeds. Thus ethics rejected by Brahmanic mysticism 
enters through the doctrine of the Transmigration of Souls—a doctrine un- 
known to the Vedas. 

The doctrine referred to above appears in connection with a myth. “All 
who depart from this world go to the moon. The waxing half fills itself with 
their lives; in the waning half it is effecting their rebirth. The moon is the 
gate of the heaven. He who knows how to reply to it, him it allows to pass 
by. He who cannot reply, it sends him as rain down to the earth; he is reborn 
here and there according to his deeds and knowledge as worm, moth, fish, bird, 
Hon, wild bear, jackal, tiger, man, or whatever it may be. For-when a man 
£omes to the moon, the moon asks: ‘Who art thou ?’ Then he ought to answer: 

#Lam thou. ...’ If he speaks thus, then the moon lets him get away, out above . 
- Heelf."26 One finds no reference to the myth in the Vedas. From this it is 
sencluded that it is not Aryan in origin but belonged to the religious world of 
= aboriginal inhabitants of India. 

« The law which governs the kind of birth a soul is destined to have after 

‘tach death is the law of karma, which signifies that nothing can happen in the 
ee 
“8 Ibid. 1: ii, 7. 
6 Kausitaki-Upanisad. i. 


23 


A History of Muslim Philosophy 


moral world without a cause. But the recognition of the fact that moral] events 
are caused by antecedent factors cannot explain the palpably indemonstrable 
and poetic way in which the moral causes are believed to operate. That moral 
causes can work in smsara, that is to say, in a series of births and deaths, all 
of which do not necessarily pertain to human beings, is a hypothesis of a 
very doubtful nature and utility. That the doctrine of reincarnation is incon- 
sistent with the Bradhmanic mysticism of the identity of the individual with 
the Universal Soul goes without saying. Instead of the doctrine that every 
individual soul-returns to the Universal Soul after inhabiting the body once, 
we are required to believe in a theory which starts from new premises al- 
together. This theory is based on the supposition that souls are prisoners in 
the world of sense and can return to their Primal Source not at once after 
their first death, as required by the theory of mystical absorption of the 
Brahmins, but after undergoing a long process of reincarnation necessitating 
a series of births in the animate and inanimate realms. Schweitzer thinks?” 
that the acceptance of this doctrine created insuperable difficulties for Hindu 
thought, On the older hypothesis of mystical reunion with the Divine Source 
it was easy to explain world redemption on the assumption that all souls return- 
ed to their Source after their death. But if the theory of reincarnation is 
accepted, world redemption becomes possible only if ail souls reach the level 
of human existence and become capable of acquiring that knowledge and 
conduct which is required for liberation and of which human beings alone are 
capable, 


The Epic Period —Two great events belong to this period. The first is the 
expedition of Rama from Oudh to Ceylon to recover his wife Sita who had 
been carried off by Ravana, the king of that island, and the second is the 
struggle for supremacy between two rival Ksatriya groups, the Pandavas and 
the Kauravas, in which Lord Krsna played a significant part. 


Rama is an avatar, i.e., a divine incarnation of Visnu, who being the pre- 
server of the universe had to leave his celestial abode very often and to assume 
different forms in order to destroy evil and establish truth. The purpose of 
this avatér was to kill the ten-headed Ravana, who had pleased the mighty 
gods through his austerities and as a result had received a boon from 
them which was that he could not be killed by any god. Feeling secure, 
he started a campaign of terror against both gods and men. The gods ap- 
proached Brahma who had granted immunity to Ravana. He remarked that 
Ravana could be killed by a god assuming the form of a man since Ravana 
had not been granted immunity from mankind. Visnu underteok to be born 
as a man to rid the world of evil. He was accordingly born in the house of a 
king, Dasaratha by name, who ruled over Ayodhya and bore the name of 
Rama. As he came of age he married Sita, who “was an incarnation of Laksmi, 


2? Albert Schweitzer, op. cit., p. 51. 
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--Vignu’s wife, and was born of no woman but of mother earth herself, and was 
jeked up by Janaka from a paddy field.”’?8 

Rama became the victim of court intrigues, and for fourteen years had to 
suffer exile in jungles from where Sita was carried off by Ravana. To reséue 
Sita from the clutches of Ravana, Rama contracted military alliance with 
Hanuman, the king of monkeys, with whose active support he reached Ceylon 
and learnt the secrets of Ravana’s power from a brother of Ravana. Then 
ensued a fierce battle in which the armies suffered losses. At last Ravana came 
out and met Rama in a single combat. “Each like a flaming lion fought the 
other; head after head of the ten-necked one did Rama cut away with his 
deadly arrows, but new heads ever rose in place of those cut off, and Ravana’s 
death seemed no wise nearer than before. The arrows that had slain Maricha 
and Khara and Bali could not take the king of Lanka’s life away. Then Rama 
took up the Brahma weapon given to him by Agastya, the Wind lay in its 
(weapon’s) wings, the Sun and Fire in its head, in its mass the weight of Meru 
and Mandara. Blessing that shaft with Vedic Mantras, Rama set it with his 
mighty bow and loosed it and it sped to its appointed place and cleft the 
breast of Ravana and, bathed in blood, returned and entered Rama’s quiver.’’?° 

The most popular avatdr of Visnu is Lord Krsna, whose main object was to 
kill Kansa, a demon born of a woman, and who was well known for his childish 
tricks and many practical jokes on milk-maids. He was, however, a great 
warrior and a strategist. He killed many demons and kings. 

Bhagavad-Gitaé. It was Lord Krsna who sang the Bhagavad-Gitad (the song 
celestial) to Arjuna, giving the most widely accepted view of life among the 
Hindus. Says Mahatma Gandhi, “‘I find a solace in thé’ Bhagavad-Gité that I 
miss even in the Sermon on the Mount. When disappointment stares me in 
the face and all alone I see not a ray of light, I go back to the Bhagavad- 
,Gita. I feel a verse here and there and I immediately begin to smile in the 
“midst of overwhelming tragedies, and if they have left no scar on me I owe 
it all to the teachings of the Bhagavad-Giia.” 

According to Sankaracharya, a great scholiast, the main function of the 
Gita is to epitomize the essentials’ of the whole Vedic teachings. A knowledge 

of its teachings leads to the realization of all aspirations. The real purpose of 
this great song, as Zimmer thinks,*° is to harmonize the non-Braéhmanical 
pre-Aryan thought of aboriginal India with the Vedic ideas of the Aryan 
invaders. The Giia, therefore, “displays a kaleidoscopic interworking of 
the two traditions that for some ten centuries had been contending 
for the control and mastery’ of the Indian mind. Its teachings are 
founded upon the Upanisadic principle of an all-unifying, transcendental 
reality, but they also accommodate not only the gods of the earlier Vedic 


28 P. Thomas, Epic Myths and Legends of India, Bombay, p. 14. 

2 Ibid., p. 17. 

8° Zimmer, Philosophies of India, Routledge & Kegan Paul, London, 1952, 
p. 378. 
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pantheon but also the philosophic and devotional formulae of the non-Aryan 
and aboriginal tradition. If was not an easy task. The Gita had to pick up 
scattered and heterogeneous material to reconcile the irreconcilable tendencies 
of that age and to present a unified view of life. Little wonder that the attempt 
has appeared to the Western scholars as no better than an ‘ill-assorted cabinet 
of primitive philosophical opinions.’”*! There were the Vedas with their belief 
in multiple divinities; there were the Upanisads with their revolt against the 
ritualism of the Vedas and their anthropomorphic conception of gods; there 
was the doctrine of renunciation; and finally there were the Sdikhya and the 
Yoga principles. And if we add to them the heretical tendencies, particularly 
those represented by Buddhism, we realize how confusing the situation was 
and what an uphill task Lord Krsna had before him. 

It would be futile to look for a consistent and neat metaphysical system 
in the Gita, for the Gita is not primarily a book of recondite and abstruse think- 
ing, written with the object of presenting a world-view. It has a much loftier 
purpose, which is to relate the broad principles of metaphysical reality to the 
fundamental aspirations of mankind. This is not accomplished through ab- 
stract reasoning which only a few can understand but by selecting a specific 
situation involving a mora] dilemma and pointing out how it is overcome. 

The occasion was a battle between the Kauravas and the Pandavas. The 
latter were led by Arjuna whose spirits were unmanned and who felt reluctant 
to start the battle seeing on both sides his friends, relations, and teachers 
who were likely to be killed in the event of a war. At this juncture his charioteer 
who was none other than Lord Krsna himself addressed to him the Song 
Celestial, propounding to him as well as to the whole of mankind the Yoga 
of selfless action (karma-yoga ). 

The significance of this teaching will become obvious if we refer to the two 
ideals which were prevalent then: one, the negative one of renunciation and the 
other, the positive one, of active life. The first recommended complete with- 
drawal from the work-a-day world and the second encouraged living in society 
undertaking all the obligations implied thereby. The object of the Gita is to 
discover 2 golden mean, to reconcile as it were the claims of renunciation and 
active participation in the affairs of society. This is done through the doctrine 
of karma-yoga which means doing one’s duty without the thought of conse- 
quences. 

“Giving up or carrying on one’s work, both lead to salvation; but of the 
two, carrying on one’s work is the more excellent,” says Lord Krsna in the 
Bhagavad-Gitd. He also says, ‘Neither does man attain to (the state of) being 
without work by undertaking no work, nor does he reach perfection by simply 
shunning the world.” What is required is a spirit of detachment where the 
heart of a person is free from the outward motives to action. ““Thy interest 
shall only be directed to the deed, never to the fruits thereof,” says Lord Krsna. 


Hopkins, quoted by Desai in the Gité according to Gandhi, Ahmedabad, p. 13. 
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A natural consequence of this theory is that even what is judged as evil 
from human standards can be approved of, if the agent feels that the task 
selected by him is one which must be fulfilled. “Even if a thorough scoundrel 
loves me and nothing else, he must be deemed good; for he has well resolved.’’3? 
“Even if thou wert the most sinful of all sinners, yet thou wouldst pass over 
all guilt with the boat of knowledge alone.”’** With these words Arjuna is 
urged to fight against his relations, for his killing would not be an evil: it 
would be a necessary consequence of the.duty he has to discharge. 

The ethics of detachment as preached by the Gita is laudable no doubt, but, 
as Schweitzer says, “It grants recognition to activity, only after activity has 
renounced natural motives and its natural meaning.’’** An action loses its 
significance when it ceases to be purposive. The Gitd raises a voice of protest 
against the soul-killing and life-negating cult of renunciation, but it has not 
gone far enough. Renunciation remains when the end of an activity is no 
concern of a person. “The Bhagavad-Gita has a sphinx-like character. It con- 
tains such marvellous phrases about inner detachment from the world, about 

‘the attitude of the mind which knows no hatred and is kind, and about loving 
self-devotion to God, that we are wont to overlook its non-ethical contents.’’* 

The Heterodoz Systems——Among the systems. which defied the authority 
of the Vedas may be mentioned the Carvaka, Jainism, and Buddhism: 

1. The Carvika.—This system seems to be fairly old. It is mentioned in 
the Rg-Veda, the Epics, and the Bhagavad-Gita. The main work on the system, 
the Brhaspati-Sdira (600 B.C.), is lost and its teachings have to be reconstructed 
from criticism of it in other works. 

The Carvaka is a non-Vedic, materialistic, and anti-supernaturalistic doc- 
trine which holds that only this world exists and there is nothing beyond. 
There is no future life. Madhava Acharya says in Sarvadarsanasangraha, “The 
efforts of Carvaka are indeed hard to be eradicated, for the majority of living 
beings hold by the refrain: 


While life is yours, live joyously ; 

None can escape Death’s searching eye: 
When once this frame of ours they burn, 
How shall it e’er again return 2’’86 


ee “The mass of men, in accordance with the Sastras of policy and enjoyment . 
"are found to follow only the doctrine of Carvaka. Hence another name for 
that school is Lokiyata—a name well accordant with the thing signified.”’%7 


$8 Gita, xviii: 48. 
33 [bid., iv: 36. 
** Albert Schweitzer, op. cit., p. 191. 
_* Ibid., p. 195. 
moe 36 8, Radhakrishnan and Charles A. Moore, A Source Book in Indian Philosophy, 
“Oxford University Press, London, 1957, p. 228. 
bid. 
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The four elements alone are the ultimate principles and these are carth, water, 
tire, and air. Only the perceiyed exists; the unperceivable does not exist, simply 
for the reason of its never having been perceived. The only source of know- 
lodge and the criterion of validity is perception. Every other source including 
that of inference is rejected. Inferential knowledge involves inductive relations 
and can never be demonstrably certain. Empirical generalizations may pos- 
sess a high degree of probability, but their operation in unknown cases can 
never be guaranteed. To avoid this difficulty, if it is maintained that the 
empirical laws connect the common features of the particular instances observ- 
ed by a person, the Carvaka objects to it by saying that such a course would 
leave the particulars unrelated and that it is the particulars alone which matter. 

As against the Upanisads which postulated five elements, the Carvaka admits 
of only four discarding the fifth one, viz., space. The whole universe includ- 
ing souls is interpreted strictly in terms of these elements. The self is nothing 
but the physical body as characterized by sentience. “The soul is but the body 
characterized by the attributes signified in the expressions, I am stout, I am 
youthful, I am grown up, I am old, ete. It is not something other than that 
(body).’’38 

The Carvaka rejects outright all types of spiritual values and has faith in 
the present world only. “There is no world other than this; there is no heaven 
and no hell; the realm of Siva and like regions are invented by stupid impostors 
of other schools of thought. ... The wise should enjoy the pleasnres of this world 
through the proper visible means of agriculture, keeping cattle, trade, political 
administration, etc.”** The authority of the Vedas is repudiated not only on 
the ground that their teachings are irrational, but also because of the inconsis- 
tencies which render it inipossible to know what they really teach. 

The Carvaka is a protest against the excessive spirituality of the early 
Brahmanic thought. It recognizes neither god nor conscience. It cares not for 
a, belief in the life to come. Hence the ethical ideal is pleasure in this life and 
that too of the individual. ; 

Since the main trend of Hindu thought has been idealistic, the Carvaka 
system has contributed very little to the sum of Indian thought, and this 
is rather unfortunate. In view of the fact that the Vedas, the Upanisads, and 
the Gita reject the evidence of the senses as illusory, the Carvaka contention 
might have served as a corrective. 

2. Jainism.—Jainism, according to Tomlin, is the most: perplexing of all 
religions, for it is not only incredible but also impracticable. It denies life to 
the extent of recommending suicide as the most sacred act of which man is 
capable, and yet it has survived for two thousand years. 


3% Tbid., p. 235. 

3" bid. 

40 Hiriyanna, Outlines of Indian Philosophy, Allen & Unwin, London, 1932, p. 195. 

% Tomlin, The Great Philosophies: The Eastern World, Skeffington, London, 
1952; p. 170. 
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The founder of Jainism, Mahavira, was born in a Ksatriya family. His father 
was a wealthy person belonging to a religious Sect which was opposed to the 
Vedas. This school of thought had materialistic tendencies and sceptical atti- 
tude very much akin to that of Carvaka. But it was not a thoroughgoing 
materialism. Jt shared with the masses the horror of rebirth and advocated 
slow suicide through starvation as a remedy against transmigration. Maha- 
vira’s father got his wife converted to his viewpoint and in due course shared 
with her the martyrdom they desired. 

Before following the example of his parents, Mahavira embarked upon a 
quest of wisdom and adopted an ascetic life. After two years’of abstinence and 
self-denial he withdrew himself from civilized life and dispensed with all the 
amenities of life including those cf clothing. During the first six years of his 
peregrination, he observed frequent fasts of several months’ duration. He 
voluntarily exposed himself to be maltreated by the Mlechcha tribes of 
Vajrabhumi and Lat who abused and beat him, and shot arrows at him, and 
baited him with dogs, to. all of which he offered no resistance. At the end of 
the ninth year, Mahavira relinquished his silence, but continued the practice 
of self-mortification. The whole of the time spent by him in these preparatory 
exercises was twelve years and six months, and of this he fasted nearly eleven 
years. 

The Jains have a tradition that saviours are sent to the world whenever 
mankind is plunged in corruption and sin. Mahavira was twenty-fourth in the 
ane. 

Mahavira denied the divine origin and infallible authority of the Vedas. 
His religion is, therefore, reckoned as a heterodox religion. Its cosmology and 
anthropology is non-Aryan. While Brahmanism is the representative of Vedic- 
Aryan thought and beliefs, Buddhism; Jainism, and a host of other doctrines 
relate themselves to the native genius and expose the pessimistic dualism which 
underlies so much of Indian philosophy. Jainism is a philosophy of the pro- 
foundest pessimism. Tt visualizes the world as a round of endless rebirths, 
full of sufferings and entirely useless. One shall have to pass through periods 
of inconsequential pleasures and unbearable pains unless one obtains a release 
through austerities and self-abnegation. In the Jaina-Sitras, suicide is called 
“the incomparable religious death,” requiring in some cases a whole life-time 
to cultivate a proper frame of mind for its performance. It is essential that all 
types of longings including those of death be completely eradicated from one’s 
consciousness. Hence one has to bring about one’s extinction in a mood be- 
yond both desire and aversion. 

As regards the philosophy of Jainism, it may be said that an eternal and 
presiding First Cause forms no part of this system, nor do the Jains admit of 
soul or spirit as distinct from the living principle. They do believe in the inde- 


: E Pendent and eternal existence of spirit and matter, but by spirit they do not 


Mean universal spirit as they have no faith in the Supreme Soul. 
The spirits called jizas are eternal but limited and variable because of which 
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they can adjust themselves to the size of the body they happen to inhabit. 
Their essence is knowledge which is not empirical or sensory. As a matter of 
fact, perception is a check upon the absolute sight of the soul. In. order that 
the soul may regain its true nature, it is necessary that limitations imposed 
by the senses be done away with. 

The Jains believe in both transmigration and karma. The latter operates 
by itself. Being a subtle particle of matter, it enters the soul and soils it. 
Hence no supreme being in the form of God is required to allot rewards and 
punishments. Mahfvira says, “The world is without bounds like a formidable 
ocean; its cause is action (karma) which is as the seed of the tree. The being 
(jtva) invested with body, but devoid of judgment, goes like.a well-sinker ever 
downwards by the acts it performs, whilst. the disembodied being which has 
at ained purity goes ever upwards by its own acts like the builder of a palace.’’42 

Ajiva, the second predicate of existence, comprises objects or properties 
devoid of consciousness and life. It is regarded as five-fold. Out of these, 
matter is atomic in the final analysis. It possesses the qualities of colour, taste, 
odour, and touch. All the atoms are supposed to possess souls so that the whole 
universe seems to be pulsating with life. Time, another ajiva, is eternal. The 
world has neither an origin nor an end. 

As already observed, the karmic particles are mingled with the life-monads. 
It is held that they communicate colours to them which may be white, yellow, 
flaming-red, dove-grey, dark-blue, or black. These colours are perceived by 
the Jaina Tirthankaras by virtue of their boundless intuition or omniscience. 
Ordinarily, black is the characteristic colour of the cruel and the merciless, 
dark-blue that of the greedy and the sensual, dove-grey of the reckless and the 
hot-tempered, red of the prudent, yellow of the compassionate. and the white 
of the dispassionate and the impartial. 

In the ethics of Mahavira, social life has no place. It is perfect non- 
activity in thought, speech, and deed that is recommended. One should 
be dead to pain and enjoyment and also to all other interests including 
the intellectual, social, and political to achieve liberation from the bondage 
of physical existence. Cessation of activity is a stepping-stone to the super- 
human sphere—a sphere which is not only above human beings but also be- 
yond gods. 

The doctrine of ahimsdé which means renunciation of the will to kill and to 
damage is an article of faith with the Jains. In the Ayaramgasutta, a Jaina 
text, it is written, “All saints and Lords... declare thus: One may not kill, 
nor ill-use, nor insult, nor torment, nor persecute any kind of living beings, 
any kind of creature, any kind of thing having a soul, any kind of beings.’ 

The Jains do not offer bloody sacrifices, do not eat meat, never hunt, and 


#2 Wilson, Essays and Lectures on the Religion of the Hindus, London, 1862. 
Vol. I, p. 297. 

48 Winternitz, A History of Indian Literature, Calcutta University, Caleutta 
li, p. 436.. 


30 


Pre-Islamic Indian Thought 


take care that they do not trample on creeping things and insects. The laving 
down of this commandment is a great thing in the spiritual history of man- 
kind; but it has to be said that the principle is altogether impracticable. It has 
been assumed that non-killing and non-harming are possible of fulfilment in 
this world of ours. Even on purely biological grounds, if on no others, it be- 
comes necessary sometimes to kill as well as to damage both intentionally and 
unintentionally. “It is more cruel to let domestic animals which one can no 
longer feed die a painful death by starvation than to give them a quick and 
painless end by violence. Again and again we. see ourselves placed under the 
necessity of saving one living creature by destroying or damaging another.’’# 
3. Buddhism.—aAs a prince, Buddha’s name was Siddhartha and his family 
name Gautama; his father’s name Suddhodana, and his mother’s Maya. 
It is interesting to note that all these names have meanings from which it 
is conjectured that Buddha might not have been a historical person. Suddho- 
dana means “the whose food is pure,” Maya means “‘an illusion,” Siddhartha 
means “‘he by whom the end is accomplished,” while Buddha signifies “the 
liv whom all is known.” These meanings suggest an allegorical signification, 
very much in the style of the Pilgrim’s Progress. The city of Buddha’s birth, 
Kapilavastu, which has no place in the geography of the Hindus, lends weight 
to thiss upposition. But, in spite of the allegorical interpretation as suggested 
by the etvmology of the names, the historians are pretty well agreed in regard- 
ing Buddha as a historical person who lived six centuries before Christ and 
who was so much disturbed by the transience and miseries of the earthly 
existence that he renounced his power and wealth and devoted himself to 
solitary meditation. He engaged himself in sacred study under different Brah- 
mins, but dissatisfied with their teaching he retired into solitude. For six 
years he practised rigorous austerities. Finding their effect upon the body 
unfavourable to intellectual energy, he desisted from it and adopted a more 
genial course of life. At last knowledge dawned upon him, and he was in 
possession of the object of his search, which he communicated to others. 
Buddha had no doubt that the mundane existence is replete with sorrows, 
afflictions, and tribulations. Not only this; he also believed that the misery 
of life is unending. All fulfilment of desires is attended by pain. The causes 
of pain, according to Buddha, are not economical, social, or political. They 
are rooted in the very nature of human life because of the fact that like every- 
thing else it is ephemeral and transitory. Even souls are impermanent and 
our ignorance on this point is the major reason of our suffering. Everything 
is in a flux. We deceive ourselves into thinking that there is a permanent base 
for change. It is the Law of Causality which binds together the continuous 
vibration and infinite growth which characterize this world. Buddha did not 
believe in any ontological reality which is permanent and which endures 
beneath the shifting appearances of the visible world. He also repudiated the 
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Upanisadic view of a permanent Atman and held that search for 2 permanent 
soul inside the body is in vain. 

Buddha supposed that the law of karma worked into our very nature and 
that there was no escape from it, the present and the future being the result 
of the past. Karma is overcome through nirvana which puts an end to the 
eycle of births and deaths. Nirvana literally means blowing out; hence it sug- 
gests extinction. It is sometimes contended that nirvina is not a negative 
goal; it has a positive aspect as well. It is not simply extinction but also a 
state of blessedness or perfection. It is a kind of existence, devoid of egoity 
and full of peace, calm, and bliss. 

To achieve nirvana, Buddha recommended a path of self-discipline which is 
eight-fold: right faith, right resolve, right speech, right action, right living, 
right effort, right thought, and right concentration. The emphasis is on right 
living which is different in the case of a layman and a monk. The first four 
are applicable to all, while the remaining four are applicabl@ especially to the 
priestly class. 

The practical part of Buddha’s system has the same duality. Five negative 
injunctions, namely, not to kill, not to steal, not to commit adultery, not to 
lie, and not to use strong drinks, are binding on all, while not to take repasts 
at improper times, not to witness dances and plays, not to have costly raiments 
and perfumes, not to have a large bed or quilt, and not to receive gold or-silver, 
are meant for priests only. Similarly, the virtues of charity, purity, patience, 
courage, contemplation, and silence have to be cultivated by all, but there are 
twelve observances binding on recluses only. They have to use clothes made 
of rags picked up from burning grounds, to have only three such suits all sewn 
by the wearer’s own hand, to have a cloak of yellow wool prepared in the same 
manner, to live only on food given in charity, to take only one meal daily, 
never to eat or drink after midday, to live in forests, to have no roof but 
the foliage of trees, to sit with the back supported by the trunk of a tree, to 
sleep sitting and not lying, never to change the position of the carpet when it 
has once been spread, and to go once a month to burning grounds to meditate 
on the vanity of life on the earth. 

Thus, there is a complete distinction between the religion for the masses 
and the discipline for priesthood. The former is quite human while the latter 
is cold-hearted and unnatural. Ultimate release from transmigration can be 
attained, in the opinion of Buddha, only after one becomes a monk. The 
religion of the masses is good for human relationship, but not for the liberation 
of the soul from the cycle of births and deaths. For Buddha a Brahmin is one 
who cares not for others, who has no relations, who controls himself, who is 
firmly fixed in the heart of truth, in whom the fundamental evils are ex- 
tinguished, and who has thrown hatred away from him. No doubt, one finds 
here an emphasis on the cultivation of ethical virtues but renunciation and 
condemnation of worldly ties are also evident. Buddha wants men to be 
occupied with their own redemption and not with that of their fellow-beings. 
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Buddha attaches no importance to such knowledge as entangles a man in 
the net of life. There are no doubt practical and theoretical systems of know- 
ledge which enable people to acquire skills and crafts, but ultimately they 
have no value. Says Buddha, “Such knowledge and opinions, if thoroughly 
mastered, will Jead inevitably to certain ends and produce certain results in 
one’s life. The enlightened one is aware of all these consequences and also of 
what lies behind them. But he does not attach much importance to this know- 
ledge. For within himself he fosters another knowledge—the knowledge of 
cessation, of the discontinuance of worldly existence, of utter repose by eman- 
cipation. He has perfect insight into the manner of the springing into existence 
of our sensations and feelings and their vanishing again with all their sweet- 
ness and bitterness, into the way of escape from them altogether, and into the 
manner in which by non-attachment to them through right knowledge of 
their character he has himself won the release.’ 

The Religious Schools of Buddhism.—Religiously, Buddhism is divided into 
two great schools, the orthodox, known as the Hinayina, and the progres- 
sive, known as the Mahayana. The former, representing Buddhism, faithfully 
believes in the relentless working of the law of karma and refuses to assign 
any place to God in the scheme of things. The individual has to win his libera- 
tion through his own efforts by treading the path of rightness as delineated by 
Buddha. The responsibility of achieving salvation falls squarely on the shoul- 
ders of the individual. Before Buddha breathed his last, he advised his followers 
to work out their salvation with diligence. Philosophically, the Hinayina 
Buddhism advocates pure phenomenalism, maintaining the non-existence of 
substances or individuals. What exists is merely passing entities, there being 
feelings but no feeler, thoughts but no thinker. 

The Hinayana school could not satisfy the masses because of its abstract, 
dry, and arid approach to the problems of life and also because of its denial 
of God. Its ethics smacked of egoism, since the Hinayana Buddhist was exclu- 
sively concerned with his own emancipation, having nothing to do with the 
moral needs of others. The Mahayana school sought to rectify these mistakes 
by taking a more realistic view of religion. Instead of the ideal of personal 
liberation it recommended the “‘liberation of all sentient beings” as the swmnitm 
bonum of human life. It also rehabilitated God, by identifying Buddha with 
a transcendental reality behind the world of phenomena, Gautama being an 
incarnation of the Buddha. The Hinayana school denied reality to the Self: 
but the Mahayana school resuscitated the Self too, by holding that it was 
the little individual self that was false and not the Self of all beings, the one 
transcendental Self (Mahatman). 

The Philosophical Schools of. Buddhism.—Though Buddha had an abhor- 
rence for metaphysical jargon, his religion being an ethical system with no 
supernaturalism. yet his followers failed to keep themselves away from 
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ontological and epistemological questions of abstruse nature. Consequently, 
there emerged four schools, two under the Hinayana and two under the 
Mahavana sect, on the basis of their metaphysical predilections. 

1. The Madhyamika School of Stinyavada.—According to this school, every- 
thing is void and the universe is totally devoid of reality. In support of their 
contention they ,argue that the knower, the known, and knowlédge are 
interdependent and if any one in the series is proved false it will entail the 
falsity of the other two. It is maintained by the proponents of this theory that 
cases of illusion demonstrate the falsity of knowledge; consequently, the truth 
of the other two factors in this epistemological trinity cannot be guaranteed. 

2. The Yogtcara School of Subjective Idealism.—This school was one with 
the Madhyamika in dismissing all external reality as illusion, but could not see 
eye to eye with it in respect of mind. It was urged that if mind was pronounced 
unreal along with matter, then all reasoning and thinking would be false. It 
would be as impossible to establish your own position as to demolish the 
position of your adversary, once mind is dismissed as maya. To this school, 
mind is the only reality; the external objects exist simply as ideas. No object 
can be known without consciousness of it; hence the objects cannot be proved 
to have an existence independent of consciousness. 

3. The Sautrantika School of Representationism.—This school believes in 
the existence of mind and also of the external world. The Sautrantikas maintain 
that illusions cannot be explained in the absence of external objects. Moreover 
the objects do not exist as ideas; rather our ideas are copies of objects which 
exist by their own nature. 

4. The Vaibhasika School—This school recognizes the reality of mind as 
well as of matter and further holds like the neo-realists of the West that unless 
the object is perceived, there is no means of certifying that the so-called copy 
is a faithful representation of the original. The only plausible position in 
that case would be subjective idealism of the Yogacara school; and if for some 
reason the theory of subjective idealism is untenable, then it should be conceded 
that objects are capable of being perceived directly. 

Systems of Indian Philosophy.—tThere are six systems which are recognized 
as orthodox. Hach is called a dargana or a view because it embodies a way of 
looking at the world. They are generally treated together, in pairs. The first pair 


includes the Nydya or the school of Logic founded by Gautama and the Atomic. 


school founded by Kanada. There are, however, reasons to believe that the 
two systems were organized into one in the fourth/tenth century long after the 
Muslims had settled down in India and had made their mark on Indian thought 
and culture. The analysis of the ideas incorporated into the systems after their 
unification will/amply bear this out. Accordingly, these two systems will 
receive separate treatment after the other systems. The remaining four systems 
were organized into two pairs before the advent of the Muslims and will be 
discussed together. While discussing these systems we shall have to ignore 
such thinkers as were born after the second/eighth century and whose contri- 
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butions show unmistakable signs of Muslim influence. Their thinking is not 
purely Indian; it is at least not on conservative lines. There are radical depar- 
tures both in the understanding of problems and their solutions, and these 
departures can be accounted for on no other hypothesis than the impact of 
Muslim thought on the Indian mind. 

The first pair to be mentioned will include the Sé%khya or Numeral systen: 
said to be founded by Kapila and the Yoga or the Mystic system founded by 
Patafijali; the second pair will include the Pirva-Mimamsda, the original 
decider, founded by Jaimini, and the Uttara-Miméarisa, the second decider, 
said to be founded by Vyasa. 

The authors of the various schools as given above are generally accepted 
by the Hindus as real, but there is a great deal of doubt about their authen- 
ticity. René Guenon writing about Gautama, the author of Nydya, says, 
“This name should not be taken as referring to any single individual and it is 
not accompanied in this case by any biographical details of the vaguest 
kind ... the name denotes what is really an ‘intellectual aggregate’ made 

‘up of all those who over a period... devoted themselves to one and the 
same study.... The same could be said of the proper names that we find 
associated ina similar way with each of the other darSanas.’’46 © 

1 & 2. Saditkhya and Yoga.—These two systems are the outer and the inner 
aspects of a single discipline. In the Bhagavad-Gité there is written, ‘“Puerile 
and unlearned people speak of ‘enumerating knowledge’ (Sarkhya) and the 
‘practice of introvert concentration’. (Yoga) as distinct from each other, yet 
anyone firmly established in either gains the fruit of both. The state attained 
by the followers of the path of enumerating knowledge is attained also through 
the exercises of introvert concentration. He truly sees who regards.as one the 
intellectual attitude of enumerating knowledge and the practice of concen- 
tration.’’*? Sankhya is.a theoretical system describing the elements-of human 
nature, its bondage and release, while Yoga is a practical discipline to gain the 
same end through the practice of yogic exercises. 

According to Zimmer, “The main conceptions of this dual system are: 
(i) that the universe is founded on an irresoluble, dichotomy of ‘life-monads’ 
(purusa) and lifeless matter (prakrti), (ii) that ‘matter,’ though fundamentally 
simple and uncompounded, nevertheless exfoliates, or manifests itself, under 
three distinctly differentiated aspects (the so-called gunas) which are compar- 
able to the three strands of a rope, and {iii) that each one of the ‘life-monads’ 
(purusa) associated with matter is involved in the bondage of an. endless 
‘round of transmigration’ (samsdra).’*® 

Prakrti is a primal entity, out of which the physical universe with all its 
infinite diversity has evolved. It is all-pervasive and complex. Its complexity 
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1s due to the fact that it is constituted of three gunas, namely, sattya, rajas, 
and tamas, which, though different, nevertheless. work harmoniously to produce 
an ordered world. Saétya means what is pure, rajas signifies what is active, 
while tamas stands for what offers resistance. These three gunas are present 
in every object since the effect cannot be other than its material cause. This 
doctrine, according to which nothing new can originate and the effects should 
be entirely determined. by their antecedent factors, goes by the name of ‘‘the 
doctrine of pre-existent effect.”” The gunas do not combine in the same ratio 
in every object and that accounts for the multiplicity and the infinite diversity 
of things. 

The first thing to evolve from the prakrti was the intellect, which in turn 
produced egoisin or individuality. From the saitya aspect of egoism there 
proceeded five sense-organs, while from the tamas aspect there emerged. five 
motor organs. Thus, the first to emerge in the course of evolution were those 
objects which purusa needed. Out of the simple and subtle elements arose 
gross elements, e.g., space emerged from elemental sound, air from space 
and elemental touch, fire from these two and elemental colour, so on and 
so forth. 

So far we have naturalism in its most aggressive form, but it is diluted by 
its recognition of purusa alongside prakrii as an equally important principle 
in the constitution of the world. Purusa is manifold and simple in contradistinc-. 
tion to prakrti which is single and complex. How can two principles of contra- 
dictory attributes come to work together, is a difficult point in this theory. 

Purugsa is often defined as a pure spirit by virtue of the fact that it is non- 
matter, and yet it has no spirituality about itself. It can be definéd only 
negatively: it is without attributes. without motion—“imperishable, inactive, 
and impassive.” After a person acquires full knowledge of the purusa, he becomes 
indifferent to both the subtle and the gross elements of his material existence. 
When death comes finally, the subtle and the gross elements dissolve, but the 
purusa continues to exist having now been released once for all from the 
clutches of the gunas. This is “final aloofness,” or isolation, the summum bonum 
of yogic practices. 

“Yoga consists in the (intentional) stoppage of the spontaneous activities 
of the life-stuff.’"’® As the mind is in constant commotion, it assumes the 
shapes of the objects it cognizes. In order’to understand its true nature all 
impulses from within and without have to be stopped. The life-monad is so 
to say in the bondage of life and consciousness; it has to reveal all the processes 
of the subtle and gross body. In its own nature it is propertyless, without 
beginning and end, infinite, and all-pervading. The only problem with man i: 
to realize his actual freedom by separating the life-monad from all distractin 
and turbulent conditions. To achieve this objective the Saikhya- Yoga phil 
sophy prescribes the suppression of right notions arising from correct 1 
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ceptions, and wrong notions due to misapprehensions, fantasy, sleep, and 
memory. When this is accomplished, the mind is stilled. The goal is isolation 
which becomes possible when the purity of contemplation equals the purity 
of the life-monad. This is explained by a commentator of Pataiijali in the 
words, “When the contemplative power (sattya) of the thinking substance 
is freed from the defilement of the active power (rajas}) and the force of inertia 
(tamas) and has no further task than that involved in transcending the 
presented idea of difference between itself (sattya) and the life-monad (purusa) 
and when the interior seeds of hindrances (klefa) have all been burnt, then 
the contemplative power (saitya) enters into a state of purity equal to that 
of the life-monad. This purity is neither more nor less than the cessation of the 
false attribution of experience to the life-monad. That is the life-monad’s 
isolation. Then the purusa having its light within itself becomes undefiled 
and isolated.’’5° 

According to the Yoga philosophy, hindrances to the manifestation of the 
true nature of the purusa are ignorance, I am I, attachment or sympathy, 
repugnance or hatred, and the will to live. Moreover, the interplay of the 
gunas is a source of confusion. All these can be eradicated through asceticism, 
learning, and devotion, or complete surrender to the will of God. Asceticism 
rids a yogi of passions and spiritual inertia; recitation of holy prayers initiates 
him in the art of religious detachment; while complete surrender to the will 
of God. develops bim spiritually, by making him regard God as the real cause 
of his achievements. Through this programme, the kleSa, i.e., hindrances and 
impediments, are reduced to nothingness, the rajas and tamas are destroyed, 
and sattya alone remains to recognize the life-monad in its pristine glory. The 
yogic exercises of starving and torturing the body are calcuiated to eradicate 
not only the conscious but also the unconscious tendencies of our biological 
existence and so to attune the personality to a supersensible type of experience. 

Through meditation and self-torturing practices one reaches knowledge of 
the Truth, “Neither I am, nor is aught mine, nor do I exist.” Having gained 
this knowledge the purusa in peace and inaction contemplates nature which 
is of no interest to him, and at death attains its true life of isolation. 

3 & 4. Mimamsa-Pirva and Uttara —The object of the Parva-Mimamsa, 
also called the Karama-Mimamsd, i.e., Action-Investigation, is to reach 
certainty on the subject of dharma or the religious duty of the Hindus, chiefly 
about the sacrifices and the methods of offering them. In course of time there 
came into vogue variant opinions and customs fer the performance of every 
kind -of ceremony. The Brahmins had laid down very detailed instructions 
with regard to sacrificial duties but alongside them there had emerged local 
and family customs and conventions. These two were often hard to reconcile. 
Hence the problem was to bring the Brahmanic instructions into harmony 
with one another and also with the existing family and local customs. A further 
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problem was to discover in these customs a meaning that should satisfy every 
new generation. 

The Pirva-Mimamsa consists of twelve books, all full of positive and negative 
injunctions about principal and subordinate rites concerning sacrifices. 
A cursory perusal of the Mimarisé clearly shows that the work is principally 
concerned with. the interpretation of those Vedic texts as are required for 
sacrificial purposes and that it raises only incidentally, if at all, genuine meta- 
physical questions. It does raise the question of the absolute authority of the 
Vedas together with the doctrine of their eternity, and discusses in this con- 
nection the problem of the eternity of sound and the relation between the 
sound of a word and its meaning. 

The Puirva-Mimamsé is not a treatise on philosophy. Nevertheless, certain 
metaphysical ideas are implied, or find incidental expression in it. A charge of 
atheism is often brought against this system. The advocates of the Pérva- 
Miméamsé say, “There is no God, or Maker of the world; nor has the world 
any sustainer or destroyer, for every man obtains a recompense in conformity 
with his own work. Nor indeed is there any maker of the Vedas, for their 
words are eternal. Their authoritativeness is self-demonstrated; since it has 
been established from all eternity, how can it be dependent upon anything 
but itself ?’’! But in Max Miller’s view this charge is based upon a misconcep- 
tion. The system does not attribute the fruit of sacrificial acts to any divine 
agency, nor does it make God responsible for the injustice that seems to 
prevail in the world. Further, it gives evidence of a firm faith in the operation 
of the law of cause and effect and, consequently, ascribes the inequalities of the 
world to the working of good and bad deeds. But all this would not make the 
system atheistic. It simply proves that the Mimémsa has an unorthodox 
conception of God. Max Miiller’s contention seems to conflict with the Mimamea 
itself, for the latter says, “Wherefore God ? The world itself suffices for itself.’’52 

Uttara-Mimatnsd or Vedinta.—The term Veddnta literally means the end 
of the Vedas or the doctrines set forth in the closing chapters of the Vedas. 
which are the Upanisads. The Uttara-Mimamsa or Later Investigations as 
against Pirva-Mimamsad which are Prior Investigations is usually called 
Vedanta-siitras or Brahmé-siitras. The latter name is given to indicate that 
Brahman is the spirit embodied in the universe. The work is attributed to 
Badarayana, but in reality many writers of different times appear to have 
made their contributions towards its compilation. In five hundred and five 
siitras which consist mostly of two or three words each, the whole system is 
developed. The sétras are, however, unintelligible by themselves and leave 
everything to the interpreters. 

The Vedanta-siiras discuss the whole theory of the Brahman in four chapters. 
The first chapter deals with the nature of the Brahman and his relation to the 
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world and the individual souls; the second is polemical ; the third deals with the 
ways and means of attaining Brahman-vidya; and the fourth treats of the fruit 
of Brahman-vidyé and. after-life. ; 

Badarayana believes both in the eternity and infallibility of the Vedas. 
He recognizes two sources of knowledge: Sruti and smrti or perception and 
inference, and maintains that Srufi is the basis for smrti. Similarly, he draws 
a hard and fast line between two realms: one amenable to reason and the other 
lying beyond it. The area where reason is competent is that of prakrti together 
with its manifestations, while the realm of Brahman lies beyond the reach of 
discursive reasoning. Reason can flourish among properties, relations, and 
characteristics, while Brahman is devoid of all these things and, therefore, 
cannot be reached through inferential knowledge. The only way to reach the 
Brahman is to cultivate intuition through meditation and devotion. It will 
reveal that the Brakman is the basis of reality: the material as well as the 
final cause of the universe. In creating the world God had no purpose to 
fulfil; what seems to be His activity is nothing but sport. God is omniscient, 
formless, and one, in whom the prakrti and the purusa of the Sarkhya system 
combine, both being manifestations or modes of the same Ultimate Reality. 

After creating the elements, Brahman entered into them and determined 
the characteristic manner of their development and production of other 
things. The Brahman, as it were, transforms Himself into everything that 
is caused by Him since cause and effect must have similar natures. Two 
illustrations are given to prove the identity of cause and effect; one is drawn 
from an inanimate object and the other from an animate object. It is said: 
that when a piece of cloth is rolled up its rea] nature remains hidden, but 

‘when it is spread out it can be known truly. Likewise a person is paralyzed 
if his breath is held but becomes active the moment his breath is released. 
In both these cases the qualities of the antecedent are different from those — 
of the consequent although the object is the same, which shows that despite 
differences the cause and the. effect remain identical. Brahman and the world 
are not disparate in spite of differences. The wooden table is not different 
from the wood in its essential nature; similarly, Brahman is not different from 
the multiform objects of the universe. 
The world is a sport or lila of the Brahman, which means that it is without 
purpose and without significance. It is hard to assign any meaning to the 
universe, since Vedantism declares, “Brahman is true, the world is false, the 
Soul is Brahman and nothing else.” And again, “There is nothing worth gaining 
-there is nothing worth enjoying, there is nothing worth knowing but Brahman. 
-alone, for he who knows Brahman is Brahman.’ 
' In calling the world a sport there is however no implication that God created 
-Safferings for mankind to take pleasure out of them. This would be a very 
uncharitable view and altogether cynical. Sufferings, woes, and ills of men as 
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well as of other objects, both animate and inanimate, are the result of their 
own karma—a law of moral causation which works inexorably and leaves no 
scope for the interference of divine or non-divine agencies. Likewise all evils 
and sins are due to karma; they are not caused by Brahman. 

The self is concealed within five sheaths, that is to say, five superimposed 
psycho-soratic layers which-should be torn away through ethical discipline 
and self-denial. Avidyd (nescience) is lack of insight into the nature of reality 
and is a major hindrance in the path of moksa or release. It is an article of 
faith with Vedantism that liberation can be obtained through knowledge. 
Since the Self is with us, though concealed and hidden behind five sheaths, 
when true knowledge is gained it will be seen that one realizes one’s own 
true nature. This realization can be effected through yogic practices, critical 
thought, or any other orthodox way. Ethical discipline is also directed to the 
same end. Its object is to cleanse the soul through rigorous self-discipline and 
impeccable conduct, in a spirit of non-attachment. 

The highest knowledge is Brahman-vidya or vision of God which is attained 
through the realization of the Self. After an individual soul has reached 
Brahman there is no return for the liberated soul. This goal is expressed through 
the oft-quoted verse from the Upanisads, “He who realizes Brahman through 
knowing becomes Brahman.’ 

5. The Nydya System.—aAs already observed, because of the singular ab- 
sence or deficiency of historical data, little is known of Gautama, the author 
of Nydya, He is as much a subject of fanciful legend as Kapila, the author of 
the Saénkhya system. 

The word nydéya means “‘propriety” or “fitness.” The system undertakes to 
declare the method of arriving at that knowledge of truth the fruit of which, 
it promises, is the chief end of man. The name is also used in a more limited 
application to denominate the proper method of setting forth an argument. 
This has led te the practice of calling the Nydya the Hindu logic, which by 
the way does not adequately describe the scope of the system. According to 
the author of the system, “Supreme felicity is attained through knowledge 
about the true nature of the sixteen categories (Padarthas).’5§ 

The first work of the Nydya system consists of sixty aphorisms, and the 
first sitra gives a list of the subjects to be discussed. These are sixteen in 
number: (1) pramdna or the means by which right knowledge may be gained; 
(2) prameya or the object of thought; (3) doubt; (4) motive; (5) instance or 
example; (6) dogma or determinate truth; (7) argument or syllogism; (8) con- 
futation; (9) ascertainment; (10) controversy; (11) jangling; (12) objection 
or cavilling; (13) fallacy; (14) perversion; (15) futility; (16) conclusion or the 
confounding of an adversary. 

Of the sixteen categories the first two are important; others are only 
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subsidiary indicating the course which a discussion may take from the start 
to the finish, i.e., from the enunciation of the doubt to the confounding of 
the doubter. 

The first category by the name of praimana signifies proof or evidence, and 
denotes the legitimate means of knowledge within the rational order. It 
enumerates four kinds of proofs, namely, perception by the senses (pratyaksa) ; 
inference (anum&na); comparison (upamdna); and verbal authority (sabda) 
including revelation and tradition. Inference, it says, is of three kinds: from 
cause to effect, from effect to cause, and by analogy. 

The argument which is also called nydya consists of five constituent members. 
These are: (1) the proposition to be proved (pratijnd ), (2) the reason justifying 
this proposition (hetu), (3) the example cited in support of the reason (udah- 
rana), (4) the application of the first proposition to the particular case in 
question (upanaya), and (5) the result (nigamana), which is a statement 
of the fact that the proposition has been proved. 


A typical Indian syllogism would be as follows: 


1. Yonder mountain has fire. 

2. For it has smoke. 

3. Whatever has smoke has fire. 

4. Yonder mountain has smoke such as is invariably accompanied by fire. 
5. Therefore, yonder mountain has fire. : 


The linguistic form is not considered necessary to syllogism. This is common 
to all forms of Indian logic. 

According to the Nydya, a notion or a concept can be either right or wrong. 
In the first case it is obtained through perception or inference or comparison 
or revelation. A wrong notion is one which is not derived from proof and 
originates either from doubt or from false premises or from error. A wise man 
avoids these as well as passions and aversions and is profoundly indifferent to 
all action. 

Blessedness is deliverance from pain. The primary evil is pain. There are 
. twenty-one varieties of evil which spring from the organs of sense, from the 
objects of sense, from mental apprehensions, and even from pleasure. “The 
soul attains to this deliverance by knowledge, by meditation on itself, by 
not earning fresh merit or demerit through actions sprung from desire, and 
by becoming free from passions through knowledge of the evil inherent in 
objects. It is knowledge... and not virtue which obtains final deliverance 
from the body.”56 

_The Nydya is predominantly intellectual and analytical. Its value lies in 
its methodology or the theory of knowledge on which it builds its philosophy. 
This theory it applies not only to one system but to all systems with modifi- 
Cations here and there. Chatterjee and Datta observe that “the Nyaya theory 
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of pluralistic realism is not so satisfying as its logic. Here we have a common. 
sense view of the world as a system of independent realities. . . . It does noi 
give us a systematic philosophy of the world in the light of one universa 
absolute principle.’”’5? 

The Indian syllogism bears a close resemblance to Aristotelian syllogism 
especially when it is simplified or abridged, consisting either of the last three 
or the first three terms only. It is, therefore, suggested by a good many histo- 
rians that either Aristotle or the builders of the Nydya system drew inspiration 
from the other. It is also possible that the obligation is mutual. 

6. The VaiSesika System.—Vaisesika is derived from vigesa which means 
difference, signifying thereby that multiplicity and not unity lies at the basis 
of the universe. It is expounded by' Kanada in the Vaisestka-Sitra which 
contains about five hundred and fifty aphorisms. Book 1] discusses the five 
categories—substance, quality, action, community or genus, and particularity; 
Book 2 deals with the substances—cearth, water, air, ether, space, and time; 
Book 3 is concerned with the problems of mind and self and also touches the 
theory of inference; Book 4 is about the atomic theory and discusses the nature 
of body and the visibility of quality; Book 5 deals with motion; Book 6 contains 
duties of the four stages of life; Book 7 treats of quality, the atomic theory, 
the self, and inherence together; Books 8 and 9 deal with perception and infer- 
ence; while Book 10 is concerned with causality and other related questions. 

A fundamental assumption of this system is that objects are independent 
of the perceiving mind and also of one another. Philosophically, the doctrine 
may be called pluralistic realism. The entire world of experience can be 
divided into nine dravya or substances together with their properties and 
relations. These substances are earth, water, fire, air, dasa, time, space, 
self, and manas. Besides substances which simply provide a framework for the 
whole universe there are padartha, or categories, seven in number, namely, 
guna, karma, visesa, samavaya, simanya, abhava, and dravya, which can be 
translated as quality, action, individuality, necessary relation, universals, 
negation, and substance. Qualities depend upon substances, but they can be 
independently conceived and so exist by their own nature. No distinction is 
recognized between mental and material qualities or between the primary and 
secondary qualities. Quite consistent with its pluralistic standpoint, the doc- 
trine holds that the substances reveal their nature through the qualities in 
which they differ and not in which they agree. 

In regarding earth, air, water, and fire as substances, what is implied is 
that the entire structure of the universe can be interpreted in terms of material 
causes which are supersensible. The ultimate stuff of which this universe is 
made is the mass of atoms that are round, extremely minute, invisible, incap- 
able of division, eternal in themselves but not in their aggregate form. Even 


87 An Introduction to Indian Philosophy, Calcutta University, Calcutta, 1944, 
p. 247 


42 


j 
} 
! 
i 


Pre-Islamic Indian Thought 


yind (manas) is regarded as an atom extremely small, because of which only 


- one sensation can be conveyed to the soul at one time. 


Vaisesika is basically a dualistic philosophy inasmuch as it recognizes the 
eternality both of atoms and souls. In fact every Hindu system regards matter 
as eternal. The only exception is the school of the Vedantists which takes 


- matter as the illusive manifestation of the one Supreme Brahman who is 


Flimself the all. 
According to Kanada, the summum bonum for man is nothing but deliver- 


ance from pain, which can be achieved through knowledge, resulting in the soul 


getting into a state of a tranquil, unconscious passivity. 

The Influence of Islam on Hinduism.—From the account of the six systems 
of Indian philosophy given above, such writers as were born after the advent 
of Islam in India have been excluded; not that they were in any way less 
important than those who saw the light of the day before the first/seventh 
century, but because their thinking shows unmistakable signs, implicit as well 
as explicit, of Muslim impact. Details of this impact have been provided in a 
separate chapter of this volume. Here it will suffice to say that the impact 
was very deep, firm, and abiding, and left no aspect of Indian thought 
untouched. 

The contact of the Muslims with the Indians began as early as the end of 
the first/seventh century, and still continues to the advantage of both. Islam 
was introduced into the Indian sub-continent by Arab traders; it was prop2- 
gated by mystics and saints; and it was established by Muslim rulers of various 
dynasties who made India their home like several other Muslim immigrants. 
The Muslims brought with them their ideology, their philosophy and religion, 
their beliefs and practices, and, above all, an unconquerable passion to share 
this wisdom with others. The Sufis who were thinkers of no mean order suc- 
ceeded by their example and precept in imparting to the natives that ideology 
and philosophy which the Muslims had expounded from their understanding 
of the Qur’an, the Hadith, and the Sunnah. 

Muhammad bin Qasim is ranked as the first Muslim who entered India as a 
conqueror in 94/712. His example was followed by a long line of Muslim rulers 
who wielded the sceptre of authority over the Indian sub-continent till 1274/ 
1857, when Indian “mutiny” took place and the Britishers found a splendid 
excuse to wipe off the last vestige of the Muslim Empire. During a period 
of one thousand years when the Indian sub-continent Jay prostrate at the 
feet of the Muslim emperors, many of whom enjoyed full autocratic powers, 
it is very unlikely that the culture and philosophy which they cherished and 
treasured should have left no imprint on the thoughts and beliefs of the native 
Population. 

There was, however, no imposition of one culture over another. Culture can 
never be introduced by the sword, no matter how long and sharp. What 
happened on the Indian soil was not the replacement of one culture by another 
but an amalgamation of the two. It was a case of the willing acceptance of the 
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salient features of Muslim culture and making them a part and parce) of the 
culture of India. What Sankara and Ramanuja did in the sphere of philosophy 
was done by others in the fields of religion, ethics, and social polity. The result 
was a great upheaval in the world of Hindu thought. A re-evaluation and a 
re-appraisal of old values and thoughts took place on a gigantic scale. Mono- 
theism was stressed and so was universal brotherhood of mankind and a positive 
approach to life. Casteless society became the goal of social reforms and the 
Siidras, the accursed and the condemned, were accorded the right to live like 
others. All this was the product of the impact of Islam on Hinduism. 

There is evidence to show that the Nydya and the Vaiseska were organized 
into one system after Islam had firmly entrenched itself in India. Not only 
were the two systems welded into one, they also became monotheistic and 
advanced for the first time in the history of Hindu thought what are known 
as the Hindu proofs for the existence of God. 
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Chapter II 
Go PRE-ISLAMIC CHINESE THOUGHT 


wk In the present chapter we shail attempt to survey some of the salient 
features of Chinese philosophy avoiding any specialized or detailed discussion 
of the individual schools or of the philosophical technicalities involved. Our 
purpose is to present, in brief compass, an account of Chinese philosophical 
thought indicating a number of its peculiar characteristics and its apparent 
major limitations. This, then, will be a summary of the outstanding peculiari- 
ties of Chinese philosophy prior to the arrival of any significant foreign 
influence. 

First, a few words with respect to the period of Chinese philosophy we are 
covering, that of the Chou Dynasty (1122 ?-256 B.C.). The last centuries 
of the Chou were marked by political and social turmoil associated with the 
disintegration of feudalism. The Chinese world was torn by internecine warfare, 
old political powers were overturned and old values challenged or discarded. 
During this “time of troubles,” to use Toynbee’s term, China produced a great 
variety of original schools of philosophical thought, such as Confucianism, 
Taoism, Mohism, and Legalism as well as a Chinese version of Epicureanism, 
the so-called Logicians, and the Yin Yang sehool. Because of the creative 
freshness and richness of the later Chou, it may be regarded as the classical 
period of Chinese philosophy. Our discussion is. perforce. limited to these 
classical philosophies and their spirit; Chinese mcdieval and modern philo- 
sophies are not delineated, nor is Buddhism in China, nor Chinese Buddhism. 
The primary reason for this concentration on the Chou philosophies is that 
they represent the indigenous Chinese schools of philosophy before. they 
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were affected by the advent of other philosophical or religious ideas, for 
example, Buddhism and its attendant Indian metaphysics. Moreover, though 
some of these schools did not exercise a lasting influence on subsequent Chinese: 
intellectual life, as was the case with Legalism which passed into oblivion with 
the collapse of the shortlived Ch’in Dynasty (221-207 B.C.), and with 
Mohism which died out a few centuries after the death of Mo Tzu, its founder, 
other schools, such as Confucianism, Taoism, and elements of the Yin Yany 
school, persisted throughout the history of Chinese philosophy. Confucianism, 
though eclipsed at times, slowly gained a predominant position and became 
a powerful force in the moulding and direction of Chinese civilization. 
While these latter schools survived, the others passed into insignificance. 
For instance, the school of the Logicians never exercised any great influence 
on the development of later Chinese philosophy. Also, Yang Chu’s thought, 
somewhat similar to the philosophy of Epicurus, was “never a threat to the 
other schools since it consisted more of an attitude toward life than a 
philosophy of existence. It was too individualistic, too self-centred for wide 
acceptance by the Chinese. 

To appreciate adequately the peculiar features of Chinese philosophical 
thought, it is important that one be cognizant of certain facts of Chinese 
geography, economics, and sociology with regard to its emergence and develop- 
ment. The distinguished contemporary Chinese philosopher and historian of 
Chinese philosophy, Fung Yu-lan, discusses all three topics at considerable. 
length.t From the earliest times the Chinese considered the world and their 
land, #ien Asia (all under heaven), to be one and the same. Because of its 
unique geographical position—a vast continental land mass bounded by a 
great mountain range, desert, and the ocean—the early culture of China 
appears to have developed in comparative isolation from that of other great 
centres of civilization. At any rate, it seems fairly certain that the Chinese 
thinkers of the later Chou were not in a position comparable to that of their 
Greek philosophical contemporaries vis @ vis the intellectual, philosophical, 
religious, and scientific thought of the Egyptian and Mesopotamian civilizations. 
In developing their philosophies, the Greeks were undoubtedly stimulated by 
other highly civilized peoples. An ancient Greek historian once noted that the 
Greeks were children compared to the Egyptians. In contrast, in the develop. 
ment of ancient Chinese philosophical thought, there does not seem to have 
been any significant cross-fertilization from other centres of civilization outside 
the Chou world. 

' The Greeks and the Chinese differed considerably in their respective economic 
conditions. The Greeks were a commercial people to a great extent and were, 
therefore, brought into contact with a wide variety of ideas, customs, lands 
and peoples. Their conception of the world recognized the existence of other 
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great civilizations. The Chinese, however, were mainly an agricultural people. 
None of the Chinese philosophers ventured beyond Chou China. There was, in 
consequence, a definite insularity attached to Chinese philosophical thought. 
In addition to this insularity of thought, there was close affinity between the 
Chinese thinker and the Chinese peasant; both were attached to the land. 
The Chinese scholar-philosopher was usually a landowner, while the peasant 
cultivated the land. ‘Hence, throughout Chinese history, social and economic 
thinking and policy have centred around the utilization and distribution of 
land.”’? In a sense, ancient Chinese philosophy may be said to have had an 
intimate association with, if not absolutely conditioned. by, the peasant 
mentality. The Chinese thinkers’ “reactions to the universe and their outlook 
on life were essentially those of the farmer.”® With the aid of their learning 
and genius, the Chinese sages were able “‘to express what an actual farmer feli 
but was incapable of expressing himself.” Realization of this fact may go - 

long way towards explaining the predominantly practical tone of Chinese philo 

sophical thought. The peculiar problems connected with Chinese economic 
life tended to limit the spectrum of values in philosophy. Though Confucianism 
and Taoism are “poles apart from one another, yet they are also the two 
poles of one and the same axis. They both express, in one way or another, 
the aspirations and inspirations of the farmer.”> Confucianism stressed family 
obligations, while Taoism emphasized the power, beauty, and mystery of 
nature. 

Just as geographical conditions and agricultural life have exerted an influ- 
ence on the formation and character of Chinese philosophy, so also has done 
’ the Chinese social system, particularly the family. A striking feature of Chinese 
philosophical thought is its preoccupation with problems relating to the ethics 
of the family and the Chinese social system. The most outstanding example 
of this preoccupation is to be found in Confucianism. ‘“‘A great deal of Con- 
fucianism,” Fung Yu-lan asserts, “is the rational justification or theoretical 
expression of this social system.” The mental outlook.of the Chinese farmer 
as well as his values tended to limit the range of philosophical speculation. 
“The way of life of the farmers is to follow nature. They admire nature and 
condemn the artificial, and in their primitivity and innocence, they are easily 
made content. They desire no change, nor can they conceive of any change.’’? 
Here one may discern the source of strength of much of Chinese classical 
philosophy as well as its weakness. It reflected the attitudes, interests, pre- 
judices, and values of the Chinese peasant. 

A study of classical Chinese philosophy discloses that it possesses at least 


® Ibid., p. 17. 
> Ibid. p. 18. 
‘ Ibid. 

5 Tbid., p. 19. 
§ Ibid., p. 21. 
' Ibid., p. 26. 
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four highly distinctive features which may be a reflection of the dominance of 
this peasant mentality: lack of metaphysics, dearth of iogica]l sophistication, 
preoccupation with ethics, and # regressive theory of history. 

We shall comment on the last feature first. The traditional Chinese theory 
of history is regressive. According tc the Chinese, the Golden Age of mankind 
was in the dim remoteness of the past and all subsequent history has been a 
tragic degeneration from the ancient ideal age. The Chinese sages sought to 
find the proper path which would enable mankind to recapture the peace, 
justice, and harmony of that Golden Age. Associated with this regressive 
conception of history was the tendency of many of the classical schools to 
antedate the founder of a rival school of thought. Apparently, in order to 
make a school or a point of view more attractive and authoritative, it was felt 
necessary to increase its antiquity. The Confucianists, for example, referred 
to the mythological rulers, Yao and Shun; the Mohists, in support of their 
philosophical position, went back beyond Yao and Shun to the legendary Yu; 
and the Taoists, for their part, went beyond Yu to the mythical Yellow 
Emperor. The more ancient the beginning of a school, the more was it to be 
trusted. 

The classical Chinese philosophers, for the most part, manifested an aversion 
to metaphysical speculation. The Cenfucianists, Confucius (551-479 B.C.), 
Mencius (371-289 B.C.), and Hsiin Tzi (298-c. 238 B.C.)}, showed little 
interest in or even awareness of metaphysical questions. Confucius was not 
concerned with understanding the character of Ultimate Reality nor with 
epistemological problems; his concern was with social and political philosophy. 
Mencius lacks an interest in metaphysics as such, as does Hsiin Tzt. At the 
risk of cver-simplification, one could say that Confucianism was primarily an 
educational philosophy. Though Confucius was silent on whether or not human 
nature was good or evil, and, though Mencius and Hsiin Tzi differ greatly 
pn this point—the former maintaining that human nature is good, and the 
latter, that it is evil—all three agree on the need and efficacy of education for 
inculcating or developing ethical conduct. Subtle metaphysical disquisitions 
are lacking in all three. 

Taoism, as set forth in the Tao Té Ching and the works of Chuang Tzu 
(399-c. 295 B.C.), frequently approaches a metaphysical analysis of reality, 
but, more characteristically, ends in a hazy mysticism or appears to be 
fascinated with the enunciation of paradoxes. The Taoist saying that he who 
knows cannot say and that he who says does not know the Tao (the Way, or 
Ultimate Reality) is not particularly conducive to metaphysical discourse. 

Mo Tzu (c. 479-c. 438 B.C.), founder of Mohism, does not show any 
interest in metaphysical matters as such. His philosophy stressed an “‘all- 
embracing love” based upon utility. He condemned aggressive war and urged 
an altruism based upon mutual self-interest because the results were more 
pleasant and useful to society. His reasons were practical and devoid of any 
metaphysical justification. 


48 


Pre-Islamic Chinese Thought 


As for the Logicians, for example, Hui Shih (c. 380-305 B.C.) and Kung-sun 
Lung (380-250 B.C. ?), their interest comes nearer to being metaphysical 
he than any other school with the possible exception of the Yin Yang. The 
Logicians, frequently referred to as the School of Names (Ming Chia), were 
| chiefly concerned with problems relating to the relativity and changeableness 
| of all phenomena, as was Hui Shih, or with the concept of universals—the 
“names” of things—which, according to Kung-sun Lung, were absolute and 
unchangeable. Hui Shih contended that concrete things were undergoing 
constant change and were, therefore, different from one instant to the next. 
Kung-sun Lung insisted that the “names” of things, similar to Platonic ideas, 
were absolute and unchangeable. In order to substantiate his position, he 
employed epistemological arguments. One of his most famous arguments is 
contained in his discussion concerning ‘‘a white horse is not a horse.” Many 
of the Logicians’ arguments posed paradoxes and logical conundrums and, 
for this reason, were disparaged by the Confucianists. For example, the 
great Chinese historian of the Han, Ssti-ma T’an, himself a Confucianist 
described the work of the Logicians as “minute examinations of trifling points 
in complicated and elaborate statements, which made it impossible for others 
to refute their ideas.’’* Because of the lack of interest in metaphysical questions 
peculiar to Chinese classical philosophers in general, the influence of the 
Logicians was not especially significant in the development of later Chinese 
thought. 

The Legalists, whose most important representative is Han Fei Tzi (died 
233 B.C.), were not concerned with problems of metaphysics, logic, or episte- 
mology. Their fundamental concern was political: What happens when a ruler 
is weak, wicked, or incompetent ? How is a State to be unified and governed ? 
For the Legalists, the answer was impersonal law in the place of personal 
ethics or moral principles. The Legalists, though at odds with the Confucianists, 
show a similarly overriding interest in the practical aspects of political and 
social philosophy. Metaphysical speculation is a pastime which neither of these 
classical schools pursued. 

Tsou Yen (305-240 B.C.) of the Yin Yang school probably represents the 
extent to which the Chinese were willing to pursue metaphysical speculation 
without the pressure of foreign ideas. Certainly the Taoist and Yin Yang 
represent indigenous Chinese metaphysical thinking prior to the advent of 
Buddhism. The Yin Yang school, however, lacks genuine metaphysical 
profundity and, in essence, appears to be based on a dualistic theory of the 
interaction of the female and male principles of the universe, the Yin and the 

.-Yang respectively. Neither the Yin Yang school nor Taoism possesses a meta- 
>. physical presentation approaching the works of Plato or Aristotle. One has the 
' feeling that the thinkers of these two schools educed one or two ideas and then 
used them uncritically and mechanically to explain various phenomena. 


* Quoted in Fung Yu-lan’s A Short History of Chinese Philosophy, p. 81. 
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In general, Chinese philosophers either ignored metaphysics or showed only 
a spasmodic interest in understanding, logically and systematically, the nature 
and character of the Ultimate Reality. Only after the introduction of Buddhism 
did the Chinese philosophers concern themselves seriously with metaphysics. 
“Even the basic metaphysical problems, such as God, universals, space and 
time, matter and spirit, were either not discussed, except in Buddhism, or 
discussed only occasionally, and then always for the sake of ethics.”® Chinese 
thinkers confined themselves to social and political thought; they had always 
in mind the capability of their respective philosophies for practical implemen- 
tation. As metaphysics was, in the main, slighted or ignored, so were episte- 
mological problems. 

An examination of the history of Chinese philosophy illustrates plentifully 
that Chinese philosophers occupied themselves with questions of human 
adjustment to nature or the individual’s adjustment to society. The Taoists 
stressed the former, the Confucianists the latter. The Taoists regarded society 
as unnatural and unnecessary for Good Life. In this respect it resembles 
Romanticism. Confucianism maintains that society is natural and necessary 
for the life of a human being. Society permits a man to satisfy his ethical 
obligations and also affords him an opportunity to enrich his life with learning, 
art, music, and moral example. Society is not only a structure of ethical and 
social relationships but also a product of man’s cultural heritage. Man as a 
member of society is able to appreciate tradition, literature, ceremonies—all 
those things which are not absolutely necessary for physical survival but which 
are nevertheless the very essence of civilized, cultured existence. As Taoism 
lauds the state of nature, it is akin to Romanticism; Confucianism is allied 
to Classicism. 

In addition to a lack of metaphysical interest or regard for epistemological 
problems, Chinese philosophical thought, both classical and medieval, is distin- 
guished by its patent deficiency of logical refinement. Chinese philosophical 
discourses are usually unsystematic and infrequently based upon rigid logical 
argumentation. The classical philosopher’s approach was simple; his use of an 
elaborate philosophical method was almost non-existent. The Chinese philoso- 
pher was primarily engrossed in questions of ethics and with practical matters 
telating to the ordering of society according to proper moral. principles or, 
as in the case of Taoism, with the way of nature and naturalness. The arguments 
employed by the philosophers were eminently practical in the sense that they 
made no appeal to complicated logical analysis, theory, or hypothesis, but 
appealed to man’s common sense. It would be helpful to illustrate the type 


of “logical” argumentation frequently encountered in the works of Chinese 
classical philosophers. 


® Wing-tsit Chan, “Synthesis in Chinese Metaphysics,” Essays in East-West 
ilosophy, ed, with an Introduction by Charles A. Moore. University of Hawaii 
Press, Honolulu, 1951, p. 163. 
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‘The ancients who wished to illustrate illustrious virtue throughout 
the kingdom, first ordered well their own states. Wishing to order well 
their states, they first regulated their families, Wishing to regulate their 
A families, they first cultivated their persons. Wishing to cultivate their 
persons, they first rectified their hearts. Wishing to rectify their hearts 
they first sought to be sincere in their thoughts. Wishing to be sincere 
in their thoughts, they first extended to the utmost their knowledge 
ale Such extension of knowledge lay in the investigation of things. 


“Things being investigated, knowledge became complete. Their know- 
ledge being complete, their thoughts were sincere. Their thoughts being 
sincere, their hearts were then rectified. Their hearts being rectified, 
their persons were cultivated. Their persons being cultivated, their 
families were regulated. Their families being regulated, their states were 


rightly governed. Their states being rightly governed, the whole kingdom 
was made tranquil and happy.’’!° 


That an over-emphasis upon logical analysis may inhibit novel ideas and 
conceptions of reality, few will deny. Too great a reliance upon logical clarity 
precision, and consistency may lead to sterile thought. The later medieval 
period in Europe, which was dominated by Scholastic logic, illustrates suffi- 
ciently the perils involved in an over-estimation of the power and validity of 
logical analysis. The Scholastics appear to have regrettably misunderstood 
the value of logic. The medieval Schoolmen erred in the direction of too much 
emphasis upon logical acuteness whereas, in contradistinction, the Chinese 
appear to have been blind to the importance of logica] refinement. Whether 
through disinterest or because of the intrinsic difficulties involved in their 
own written language (pictographs and ideographs), Chinese philosophers do 
not seem to have understood the proper role of logic in the acquisition of new 
knowledge. In one of his works, Alfred North Whitehead states succinctly 
the crucial part logic may play in the advancement of the frontiers of human 
- knowledge. “Logic, properly used,” he writes, “does not shackle thought. It 
gives freedom, and above all, boldness. [logical thought hesitates to draw 
- eonclusions, because it never knows either what it means, or what it assumes, 
‘or how far it trusts its own assumptions, or what will be the effect of any 
Jmodification of assumptions.” Continuing, he remarks, ‘“‘Also the mind un- 
4rained in that part of constructive logic which is relevant to the subject in 
‘hand will be ignorant of the sort of conclusions which follow from various 
‘Sorts of assumptions, and will be correspondingly dull in divining the inductive 
laws.” One can hardly fail to agree with Whitehead’s observation when 


tudying Chinese classical philosophy as well as much of the philosophy of the 
r schools in China. 
Sa 


° James Legge, Tr., Great Learning (Ta Hsueh), Verses 4 and 5. 


ik ‘Alfred North Whitehead, The Aims of Education, The New American Library, 
New York, 1955, p. 122. 
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By confining their attention to the world of everyday affairs and common 
senss, the Chinese savants felt no need to engage in metaphysical speculation 
in a systematic manner, nor did they feel any desire to indulge in the luxury of — 
logical subtlety. “Therefore,” a well-known Japanese philosopher comments, 
“when their philosophy. did not vanish in the mist of vague mysticism, as in 
the case of Taoism, it tenaciously clung to the agnosticism of everyday 
experience. . ...”!2 As we study the Taoist dlssic, Tao Te Ching, we can readily 
understand what is meant by 2. philosophy losing itself ‘‘in the mist of vague 
mysticism,” for example: 


The Tao that can be told of 
Is not the Absolute Tao; 
The Names that can be given 

i Are not Absolute Names. 


The Nameless is the origin of Heaven and Earth; 
The Named is the Mother of All Things. 


Therefore: 

Oftentimes, one strips oneself of passion 
In order to see the Secret of Life; 

Oftentimes, one regards life with passion, 
In order to see its manifest results. 


These two (the Secret and its manifestations) 
Are (in theiy nature) the same; 

They are given different names 
When they become manifest. 


They may both be called the Cosmic Mystery: 
Reaching from the Mystery into the Deeper Mystery 
Is the Gate to the Secret of All Life.1? 


This may be an example of ‘“‘pure speculation” on the part of a Chinese 
philosopher. If so, one is inclined again to agree with Whitehead who also 
observed: “‘Pure speculation, undisciplined by the scholarship of detailed fact 
or the scholarship of exact logic, is on the whole more useless than pure scholar- 
ship, unrelieved by specuiation.’’!4 The Taoists seem to have engaged in “pure 
speculation” fairly consistently. For their part, the Confucianists emphasized 
learning and traditional scholarship and the ‘‘business” of social existence and 
its obligations. 


12 Daisetz Veitaro, A Brief History of Early Chinese Philosophy, Second Edition 
Probsthain & Co., London, 1914, pp. 11-12. 

13 Laotse, the Book of Tao, tr. Lm Yutang in Wisdom of China and Indic. 
ed. idem, The Modern Library, New York, 1955, p. 583. 

if Alfred North Whitehead, Adventures of Ideas, The New American Library, 
New York, 1955, pp. 112-13. 
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Unfortunately, the excessive engrossment in the realm of the common- 
place was as detrimental as the marked tendency to mysticism. Both of these 
extremes tended to stultify the adventure of thought toward new possibilities 
of achievement. When Chinese thought did not float away in the clouds, it 
remained earth-bound. 

Granted that the confluence of the regressive theory of history, the lack 
of metaphysical speculation, and a pronounced deficiency of logical refinement 
are distinctive features of classical Chinese philosophy, in general, probably 
the most significant characteristic—the one which may help explain why 
metaphysics and logic languished—is the dominant concern with ethics, for, 
indeed, there is little doubt that ethics was the main concern of Chinese 
philosophers. There were but few exceptions during the classical period and 
even thereafter. Ethics played a major role in Chinese philosophy. ‘The moral 
life,” Daisetz Teitaro Suzuki writes, “can be said to have been the only 
philosophical subject which . . . has seriously interested the Chinese, and which 
has been considered worthy of their earnest speculation.”® By focussing their 
attention on ethical problems—man and his life in society or in harmony 
with nature—the Chinese seriously restricted the content of philosophy in their 
culture. The special facts of geography, economics, and sociology exercised 
a strong influence on the Chinese climate of philosophical opinion and may 
account, as we have noted, for their almost exclusive concentration on ethics. 
In the final analysis, the classical Chinese philosopher’s ideal was the attain- 
ment of the Good Life here and now on earth. Most classical thinkers assented 
to Confucius’ observation: ‘“‘While you do not know life, how can you know 
about death ?” The world of the present requires man’s full attention, courage, 
and ingenuity. To the great majority of Chinese philosophers, righteousness, 
family, economic security, and a stable social order were the main objects 
of study. During the later periods of Chinese philosophy, though there were 
occasional lapses from these objectives, they remained permanent features 
in the Chinese philosophical tradition. 

Tung Chung-shu (c. 179-104 ? B.C.) was the thinker who contributed most 
to the ultimate triumph of Confucianism over all the other schools of the 
Chou in the Han Dynasty (206 B.C.-200 A.D.). Later, it is true: that 
Confucianism was overshadowed by Buddhism during the period of Division 
(221-589 A.D.) following the break-up of the Han Empire, but, to survive 
in China as an effective, popular force, Buddhism had to accommodate 
itself to the peculiarities of the Chinese philosophical temper which we have 
endeavoured to sketch in the preceding pages. Those schools of Buddhism 
which tried to preserve their original philosophical purity failed to achieve 
currency in China and, hence, remained ineffectual in Chinese intellectual 
life. Chinese Buddhism enjoyed immense support because it was Buddhism 
& ia chinoise. 


8 Ibid., p. 47. 
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In short, the cardinal limitation of Chinese philosophy stems from its 
inordinate attention to what Whitehead calls “practical reason.”’1® Chinese 
thought was too closely associated with practiced] matters, with social adjust- 
ment. It was blinded, so to speak, by the affairs of the present. In concentrating 
on the “practical reason,” it neglected “‘speculative reason” which is allied 
with logic and systematic discourse. Here we must stress that flights of fancy 
or sheer contemplation are not to be construed as speculative reason or specu- 
lative philosophy. Speculative philosophy seeks a comprehensive understand- 
ing of the nature of reality, of God, of man, and of the universe; it strives 
for a.synoptic vision; while, in contrast, practical reason of practical philosophy 
is concerned with the empirical approach to concrete problems of living and 
action. 

The speculative philosopher, as here described, often regards his opposite 
as a victim of spurious knowledge, lost-in the hustle and bustle of the market- 
place. Though the speculative philosopher may frequently be at odds with the 
practical] philosopher, each needs the other. Unfortunately, the practical 
thinker may be oblivious of what his counterpart is about and may regard his 
pursuits as quite extraneous to the business of living. The speculative thinker 
does not deny the importance of practical reason; he presupposes it and moves 
along on a plane above the details of the everyday world. It should be noted 
that the practical activities of the mind produce data which the speculative 
thinker may utilize in the formulation of new theoretical possibilities, and these 
in turn may stimulate the activities of the practical philosopher in his desire 
to implement them in new social programmes and in new technologies. This 
interplay between these two types of reason or philosophical endeavour 
constitutes a kind of creative cultural symbiosis. If a civilization neglects either 
the practical or the speculative type of reason, it will be affected adversely. 

China, until the impact of the modern world was felt, was an example of the 
harmful effects of a pragmatic, utilitarian philosophical orientation. Though 
authorities differ on the precise amount of weight to be given to its philosophical 
orientation as a cause of the somnolence of Chinese society, there appears to 
be agreement that the stress on practicality and social ethics, especially of Con- 
fucianism, played a most important role. Science and technology were retarded ; 
there was no speculative thought to challenge the mind towards new heights 
of achievement ; the scholar class, reared on mundane philosophy, was dominant. 
This is not to say that Confucian civilization was not a creative and remarkable 
civilization in many areas; it is merely an endeavour to point out why a certain 
type of mind did not flourish. Philosophies which concentrate too completely 
on social adjustment and utility paralyze, if they do not actually destroy, 
individual creativity and spontaneity in other avenues of human development. 
Just as civilizations have cramped the individual by a preponderant religious 
or materialistic orientation, so the same cramping may occur when social 


16 Idem, The Function of Reason, Princeton University Press, Princeton, 1929. 


54 


Pre-Islamic Chinese Thought 


utility is made the absolute measure of value. The case of pre-modern Chinese 
civilization may furnish an example of the great danger attached to continually 
stressing the “‘social’’ or “practical” value of thought. The continued vigour 
of a culture depends upon how well it is replenished with new insights and 
challenged by new visions of possibility. 
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Chapter III 
PRE-ISLAMIC IRANIAN THOUGHT 


A 


A summary sketch of the philosophical thought of pre-Islamic Iran is 
both a difficult and an easy task—difficult in the sense that the texts on 
which this study must be based are not philosophical in the proper sense 
of the word, but rather theological or sometimes even mythological, and we 
have to abstract from them their philosophical gist, translating their ideas 
into modern philosophical terminology, through a rather personal work of 
interpretation; easy in the sense that, in this work of reinterpretation, we 
have to renounce completely a solution of the extremely complicated historical 
problems put by Iranie philology. An attempt at a philosophical reinter- 
pretation of the Mazdaic outlook can be based, in our opinion, exclusively on 
the only concrete and systematic form of Mazdaism we know: the late Mazdaism 
of the Pahlavi books of the Sassinian period and the early times of Islam. 

The almost insoluble problems raised by the pre-Islamic religion (or, accord- 
ing to others, religions) of Iran depend chiefly on the extreme confusion of 
different types of religiosity—local religion, religion of the élite, ete. 

Concerning the sources of Mazdaism the only comparatively sure points are: 
(a) that the Gathads of the Avesta are very old and probably date back to 
Zarathustra himself (c. 700-600B.C.); and (b) that the most systematic 
and the richest Pahlavi texts were written in the third/ninth century, ie., 
two centuries after the Islamic conquest of Iran. 

An accurate dating of the materials between these two chronological limits 
(the seventh century B.C. and the ninth century A.D.) seems still impossible 
and all the learned conclusions of the scholars (who often change their minds 
from year to. year) appear to be no more than conjectures. Moreover, the 
materials chronologically placed between these two dates are sometimes 
typologically so incongruous that it is very easy to abstract from them a 
certain type of religion and attribute it to the founder, making of him, e.g., 
either an idealistic philosopher or a shaman, and then explain the development 
of Mazdaism that followed either as the decay or a repaganization of a highly 
philosophical religion, or as a successive theologization of originally mystical 
perceptions. 
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It would be no exaggeration to say that the only comprehensive approach 
to the enormous and extremely varied religio-philosophical materials contained 
in the corpus of Mazdais texts is to consider them synchronistically as a whole. 
Though one may not agree with many details of Professor Corbin’s theories, 
one cannot but agree with him when he writes, “A spiritual morphology that 
attempts a reconstruction and revaluation of the actually living devotion 
impels us to consider the canonical Avesta, or at least what we possess of it, 
its ritual, as preserving at its centre the Psalms (G&thas) of Zarathustra and 
the middle-Iranic (Pahlavi) and Parsi translations and commentaries as a 
whole. Also in this case, it seems that when the believer recites his Bible or 
when the Liturgy is celebrated, all objections taking historical stratification 
as a pretext fail to reach their aim. If we always ask: ‘Whence does it come ?’ 
we practically do nothing more than wander here and there, formulating 
hypotheses vainly following one another. We should rather ask: ‘At what does 
it aim?’ Then the soul would answer, accounting for what. has been its 
purpose.”’+ 

“We shall, therefore, make as the basis of the present chapter the latest form 
of pre-Islamic Iranian religiosity, the form represented by the whole corpus 
of the Avestic and Pahlavi Scriptures possessed and venerated by the Parsees 
(not in the sense, of course, that we shall follow necessarily their interpretation 
of them). For it is safer for a philosopher to interpret an actual and concrete 
corpus of religious scriptures, than to interpret the ever-changing reinter- 
pretation of them made by the historians. 

It will be useful, however, to reproduce, as an introduction, the most widely 
accepted diachronical explanation of the numerous so-called ‘“‘contradictions”’ 
of the present Mazdaic corpus, even though it does not seem to be completely 
satisfactory. The difficulty is that much of the materials generally considered 
to be very old are much later,.or at least they “function” in a much later 
theological organism. 

The branch of the Aryans who in about the eleventh century B.C. detached 
themselves from their brethren, penetrating afterwards into the jungles of 
India (a natural place for magic and richest mytho-poetical phantasy) and 
made the yellow and dry plateau of Iran their country, had obviously brought 
with them their naturalistic religion, clearly delineated in the Vedas and rather 
similar to that of old Rome and Greece. The sacrifices of animals (e.g., the ox) 
and the ceremonial libation of the fermented juice of a plant, hadma (Skr. soma), 
were frequent and taken as sacred rites. At a certain moment, not yet determined 
with sufficient clearness, though the majority of scholars seem now to fix it at 
the sixth century B.C., the remarkable personality of a religious reformer, 
Zarathustra, appeared in the oriental zone of the Iranian plateau. His name 
still resists all attempts at etymological interpretation. “The man with the 


1 Corbin, ‘‘Terre Celeste et Corps de Resurrection,”’ Zranos Jahrbuch, Vol. XXII, 
p. 99. 
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old camels” seems to be the most accepted one. Zarathustra, possibly utilizing 
a pre-existing naturalistic sky-god (Varuna), created a new monotheism, so 
strong that the name of the old gods (devas) came to signify “demons.” This 
was, up to some time ago, a “classical” theory of the historians of Mazdaism, 
but now it seems to cede to new hypotheses maintaining that the demonization 
of the devas was prior to Zarathustra. Henning even asserted that Zarathustra’s 
reform was @ “protest against monotheism.” The seventeen hymns (Gathas), 
written in a rather archaic language and forming the central part of the Avesta 
are generally considered to be the work of Zarathustra himself. The Gathas 
uphold veneration for a single supreme God, Ahura Mazdah, the “Wise Lord” 
(according to some like Pagliaro, “the Thinking Lord”’). He is accompanied by 
a cortege of abstract quasi-personified powers or attributes, the six Amesha 
Spentis (Holy Immortals): Asha (the Cosmic Law or Righteousness), Vohu 
Manah (Good Thought or Benevolence), Khshathra (Sovereignty), Armaiti 
(Piety, Docility), Haurvatat (Integrity), Ameretat (Immortality). The Gathas 
reject rites and sacrifices, especially the ritual killing of cattle and the Hadma 
cult, preach a very high personal ethic, and enforce wise social laws, foremost 
of which is the fostering of agriculture against nomadism. In order to explain 
evil in the world, the idea of the influence of the Evil Spirit (Angra Mainyu) 
is introduced; in front of it stands Spenta Mainyu (the Holy Spirit), not 
identical (at least in this oldest stage) with the Wise Lord (Ahura Mazdah). 
This monotheism, tendentiously dualistic but, in any case, clearly prophetic 
and anti-naturalistic, ‘crossed the spiritual sky of Iran as a meteor’ (Duchensne- 
Guillemin). The religion which will be now called Mazdaic—mazdayasna means 
“one who worships the Wise (Lord)’’—reabsorbed in course of time some of the 
older ‘‘heathen” rites and cults, e.g., Hadma’s cult, and also accepted the natu- 
ralistic gods of the ancient pantheon, some of them like Mithra, the god of 
sunlight and, then, of the Covenant and Oath being just adopted, while others 
being jnescapably transformed into deva’s. According to some scholars, how- 
ever, the religion of Mithra existed as a distinct creed in old Iran. At the same 
time dualism, not so strong and systematized in the beginning, was becoming 
deeper: it became a cosmologico-metaphysical contrast between a good God, 
Ahura Mazdah, and an evil God, Angra Mainyu, both having their own 
“creations,” the former being accompanied by his Amesha Spentas (ever more 
clearly personified in course of time) and Yazatas (Venerable Beings, ‘“‘gods,” 
like Mithra, the goddess Anahita probably introduced from Babylon, etc.), 
and the latter by the band of the devils and drujs (literally “lies’’). Lying seems 
to have been the worst sin for Zarathustra. 

This religion was at a certain moment monopolized by the Magi. Who the 
Magi were, is another crux of the historians of Mazdaism. Herodotus speaks 
of the Magi as a tribe of Media and attributes to them a religion rather different 
from that of the old Persians. Father G. Messina tried to demonstrate that 
they formed a closed caste with such characteristic features as those of a 
“tribe.” According to him, their name (magavan) means “bearers of the gift” 
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of Zarathustra’s doctrine. Their power increased rapidly and it seems that 
already during the Achaemenid period (558-330 B.C.) the education of the 
fature kings was entrusted to them. They succeeded in spreading among the 
people certain ethical principles and rites of their founder’s religion. But this 
success was not complete, and this is one of the many possible explanations 
of the discrepancies between the visible and popular religion of the Persians 
and the quasi-esoteric religion of the Magi. According to the same view, the 
Magi became afterwards the “philosophers” of their doctrine, and tried to 
develop it especially to explain its dualism. Christian sources of the fourth 
century A.D. (Theodore of Mopsuestia) speak of the birth, in the.milieu of the 
Magi, of the doctrine or heresy called Zurvanism that explained away dualism 
through the acceptance of a supreme god Zurvan (time) as father of both 
Ahura Mazdah and Angra Mainyu. But some scholars now speak of Zurvanism 
as an actually autonomous religion; and others, turning the preceding theory 
upside down, consider the Magi to be the bearers of the less philosophical, most 
magical, and punctiliously ritualistic aspect of Zoroastrianism. 

In the meanwhile ritual and cult, with complicated precepts of legal purity, 
were gradually prevailing and when, after a dark period of incubation under the 
Arsacid, Dynasty (250 B.C.-224 A.D.) the caste of the Magi obtained unparal- 
leled power, with the advent of the Sdssinians (224-651 A.D.), Mazdaism, 
now a State religion, became an intolerant faith, persecutor of every form of 
heresy. Heresy (as it happened first with Manichaeism supported at its begin- 
nings by King Shahpir, 241-272 A. D., andthen with communistic Mazdakism, 
favoured by King Kawat, 488-531) was sometimes a useful pretext for the 
warrior caste of the kings—a caste that seemed to possess its own religious 
tradition different from that of the priestly caste—to escape the excessive 
power of the Magi. The discontentment hidden under the outwardly uniform 
orthodoxy, the unbearable poverty of the peasants, never totally imbued with 
the religion of the élite, and no doubt possessing their own religious customs 
and traditions practically unknown to us, and the struggle between Throne 
and Altar, were some of the causes that rendered the conquest of Iran by the 
Arabs so astonishingly easy. 


B 


The Mazdaic religion is commonly defined as ‘‘the religion of dualism.” 
A deeper analysis shows that dualism is not the only basic feature of Mazdaism. 

The account of Mazdaic philosophy that follows is divided in a rather 
unorthodox way, necessitated by the fact that Mazdaism is not a philosophy, 
‘into the following four sections: (1) The Concept of Myth, (2) Mazdaic 
Angelism, (3) the Double Dualism, (4) the Idea of Time. 
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1. The Concept of Myth 


One of the most interesting features of Mazdaic thought is its being at the 
same time mythical and theologico-philosophical. The Mazdaic texts are very 
rich in myths, but these are never narrated ex professo; they are rather hinted 
at in the texts the chief purpose of which is zof that of telling myths. Sufficient 
attention has not been paid to this ‘‘style’’ of Mazdaic Scriptures. This is true 
not only of the Jater Pahlavi books but also of Avesta itself. In it myths are 
inlaid in liturgical hymns or Jegal and canonical texts in the form of explana- 
tions and comments. Avesta shows thus a rather “recent” type of myth- 
telling. The myth has never in Avesta—even in the case of myths having a 
naturalistic origin—the freshness of the Vedic myth; it is always in a phase 
of rational or theological explanation, and is used as a hint or example in texts 
that remain fundamentally theological. 

We have just mentioned “myths having an ancient naturalistic origin.” 
A sufficiently clear instance of a Mazdaic myth of this type is that of the 
killed dragon. In the Abaén Yashi? a hymn to the angel of Waters, Ardvi 
Stra Andhita, containing a list of all those who in ancient times made sacrifices 
to that angel-goddess, we read among other stories this passage, clearly explain- 
ing and confirming the efficacy of prayer and sacrifice to that angel: “To her did 
Thraétadna, the heir of the valiant Athwya clan, offer up a sacrifice in the 
four-cornered Varena, with a hundred male horses, a thousand oxen, ten 
thousand lambs. He begged of her a boon, saying: ‘Grant me this, O Good, 
most beneficent Ardvi.Stira Andhita! that I may overcome Azhi Dahaka, 
the three-mouthed, the three-headed, the six-eyed one who has a thousand 
senses, that most powerful, fiendish Druj, that demon, baleful to the world, 
the strongest Druj that Angra Mainyu created against the material world, 
to destroy the world of the good principle; and that I may deliver his two 
wives, Savanghavach and Erenavach, who are the fairest of body amongst 
women, and the most wonderful creatures in the world.’ Ardi Stra Anahita 
granted him that boon, as he was offering libations, giving gifts, sacrificing, 
and entreating that she would grant him that boon.” 

Comparison with other cultures allows us to reconstruct an ancient myth 
originally connected with the New Year Feast and with the rites aiming at 
defeating drought. A divine, Thraéta6na (the Faridin of Firdausi’s Shahnameh), 
conquers the fortress of the Dragon and defeats and kills him. The Waters 
that were prisoners in his castle are now freed and so are the women held. by 
the monster as slaves in his harem. Now rain falls fertilizing the earth and the 
young hero-liberator celebrates the hieres gamos with the liberated women. But 
this is simply a reconstruction and the readers or hearers of the Avesta probably 
had no idea of the original, authentically mythico-ritual, meaning of this tale; 
it probably sounded to them simply as a nice example of pietas towards the 
angel and of national heroism by Thraétaéna. 


2 ¥t., 5. 33 ff. 
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But there are also other myths, utilized exacily like this and in similar 
contexts, of a purely theologico-symbolical origin. For instance, there is the myth 
of Vishtaspa who frees the enchained Daéna, told always with the same 
emblematical conciseness in the Farvardin Yasht.3 This Yasht is chiefly a list 
of fravashis (see below) or hoiy men, to whom the believer offers sacrifices. The 
enterprises of some of these holy men are narrated here in order to encourage 
the worshipper to offer sacrifice to their respective fravashi. Concerning the 
fravashi of Vishtaspa, the king who protected Zarathustra, accepted _ his 
religion (Daéna), and spread it, the hymn says: 

“We worship the fravashi of the holy king Vishtaspa; the gallant one, who 
was the incarnate Word, the mighty-speared and lordly one; who, driving the 
Druj before him, sought wide room for the holy Daéna . ..; who made himself 
the arm and support of this law of Ahura, the law of Zarathajetva: We took 
her (i.e., the Daéna, or Religion) standing. bound from the hands of the 
Hunus, and established her to sit in the middle (of the world), high ruling, 
never falling back, holy, nourished with plenty of cattle and pastures, blessed 
with plenty of cattle and pastures.” 

Here we see, contrary to the former instance, a myth germinating from 
history. The process of mythicization has reached a very advanced stage, but 
not so advanced as to render it impossible to recognize the historical materials 
that lie at the basis of a myth. First of all, a Daéna means “Religion,” in a 
quasi-personified sense; secondly, the fact-myth is connected with the work of 
the Prophet Zarathustra and that of the holy King Vishtaspa. But it is highly 
interesting to note that the attributes attached to his name are the same 
as those of the angel Saradsha‘ of which Vishtaspa is, in a sense, the terrestrial 
emblem, in the same way as Zarathustra is the terrestrial symbol of Ahura 
Mazdah. We notice here an important moment of the passage from history to 
myth in Mazdaism and also, at the same time, an important aspect of the 
Mazdaic approach to myth and reality. Mazdaic thought, while denaturalizing 
and ethicizing naturalistic myths, embodies historical events, in semi-mythical 
persons, and in so doing “‘angelizes” history. We are in the presence of a 
“visionary” theology-philosophy, in which intellectual entities assume personal 
forms, moving in an intermediate world of vision (probably a heritage of the 
mystical experiences of the Founder) so organized as to give a characteristic 
unitarian savour to the whole Mazdaic thought. 


2. Angelism 


Once the mythical logic of Mazdaism has been understood, we can proceed 
to the study of some of the most significant details of the Mazdaic Weit- 
anschauung. The first key to open its shrines is that, in Mazdaic thought, the 
Absolute is a personal God, the Wise Lord Ahura Mazdah. a God that reminds 


* Ibid., 13. 99-100. 
* Ibid., 11. 23. 
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us of the Biblical and Qur’anic God. But His attributes are not (be they eternal 
or created) intelligible concepts; rather they are themselves ‘‘persons” or 
“angels.” Professor Corbin® rightly remarks that the Mazdean, instead of putting 
to himself the questions: “What is Time? What is Earth? What is Water ?’’, 
asks: “Who is Time ? Who is Earth ? Who is Water ?’”’ And so we find in Mazdaic 
texts that Time is a Youth of fifteen, Earth is the Archangel Spenta Armaiti 
(the Holy Piety), Water is the beautiful goddess-angel Ardvi Sara And&hita 
The problem lies in rightly interpreting the verb ts: in which sense are these 
images of vision what they represent? Certainly they are nof angels in the 
Biblical and the Qur’anie sense of mere messengers or servants of God; Corbin 
compares them rightly with the dii-angeli of Proclus. 

The Zamyad Yasht, speaking of the six Amesha Spentas, sings thus:* “‘...the 
Amesha Spentas, the bright ones, whose looks perform their wish, tall, quickly 
coming to do, strong, and lordly, who are undecaying and holy;.who are all 
seven (their seventh is Ahura Mazdah himself) of one thought; who are all 
seven of one speech, who are all seven of one deed; whose thought is the same, 
whose speech is the same, whose father and commander is the same, namely 
the Maker, Ahura Mazdah; who see one another’s soul thinking of good thoughts, 
thinking of good words, thinking of good deeds, thinking of Gardnmana (the 
supreme paradise, ‘house of the hymns’), and whose ways are shining as they 
go down to the libations; who are the makers and governors, the shapers and 
overseers, the keepers and preservers of these creations of Ahura.Mazdah. 
It is thev who shall restore the world, which will thenceforth never grow old 
and never die, will become never decaying, never rotting, ever living, ever 
increasing, and master of its wish, when the dead will rise, when life and 
immortality will come, and the world will be restored at its wish... .” 

Here it seems that the Amesha Spentas play a role not very dissimilar to 
that of the “persons” of the Christian Trinity. It is remarkable that they 
are six, but are called seven, Ahura Mazdah himself being the seventh. This 
concept of Ahura Mazdah adding himself as the last to every hierarchical series 
of beings is often found in Mazdaic books. In order to understand it we must 
remember a sentence in the first chapter of Bundahishn:? ‘For Ohrmazd is both 
spiritual and material,” or, according to other translations: ‘For Ohrmazd 
both creations are celestial”; in other words, everything is, for him, in trans- 
cendent, celestial stage. God can descend into all the stages of Being, eternally 
First and Last of every embodied or disembodied hierarchy, because, sub specie 
Dei, everything is transcendent and celestial and this descent can in no way 
“eontaminate” Him. 

But these six Amesha Spentas are also the archangelic emblem-personifica- 
tion of the primordial elements: Earth (Spenta Armaiti), Cattle (Vohu Manah), 
Fire (Asha), Metals (Khshathra), Water (Haurvatat), Plants (Ameretat). 


5 Corbin, op. eét., p. 99. 
8 ¥t., 19. 15-20. 
? Bundahishn, I. 32. 
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They are the elements not as ‘allegories of them, but as living personal symbols, 
as “Lords of the Species.’ The concept of Ratu, Lord of the Species, is present 
everywhere in Mazdaic books. The Lord of the Species “Woman” is, for instance, 
the mythico-historical Daéna, “religion”; the Lord of the Species “Bird” is 
the mythical bird Saena meregha, or in modern Persian stmurgh. The theological 
abstractions that presented themselves to the philosophico-ecstatic mind of the 
Prophet Zarathustra in a period in which a transformation of the mythico- 
theological concepts into pure philosophy was premature, assumed the plastic 
life of the gods of the former naturalistic pantheon. Holy Piousness, for example, 
came to be the Earth instead of remaining an abstractly pure intellectual form. 
Or, better, it did not come to be in the historical sense of the expression, but 
vas probably already so double-faced in the mind of the Prophet, the historical 
Zarathustra or some other prophet, whose personal mystical experience is 
fundamental to the understanding of this as of all other concepts. The connec- 
tion of the Amesha Spentas with their natural kingdoms is already retraceable 
in the Gathis. In Y#.31.9 Armaiti is seen as specially favouring the earth’s tiller. 
A verse after, the thrifty tciler in the fields is called one “who nourisheth 
Vohu Manah (“the Good Thought’’—the Cattle), while in v. 21 Ahura Mazdah 
will give ‘“‘the fat of Good Thought (Cattle)” to him who is His friend. But in 
the same Gathas we often hear that Ahura Mazdah created the world through 
Good Thought, which in these contexts seems to have nothing to do with 
cattle. Whatever the historical origins of these angelico-symbolical identifica- 
tions may have been, the fact remains that they had the highly important 
function of transfiguring the elements of nature into ethical values. Or, to put 
it better, there is an exchange of functions: natural elements are coloured with 
ethos, and ethical values live a cosmic life. This is one of the most typical 
features of Mazdaism. 

The Supreme God of Mazdaism has further interesting aspects that make him 
rather different from the God of classical monotheisms. He is, for instance, 
situated in a sort of transcendent Time and Space,® Boundless Timé and Space- 
Light, or Uncreated Light (but the word for Space, gas, could be also mythologic- 
ally interpreted as “throne’’). There is, in other words, a time-tension in God. 
But the student of Mazdaism becomes even more astonished when he comes 
to know that Ahura Mazdah has got a soul, or better a fravashi. As the idea 
of soul is a specially interesting aspect of Mazdaic thought, we shall treat it here 
as a particular case of Mazdaic ‘“‘angelism.” 

In Mazdaic anthropology, according to Bundahishn,®? man was “fashioned 
in five parts—body (tan), soul (jan), spirit (ruvin), prototype (adhvénak) 
and fravashi. Body is the material part; soul, that which is connected with the 
wind—the inhaling and exhaling of breath; spirit, that which with consciousness 
in the body hears, sees, speaks and knows; the prototype is that which is 


® Cf. Bundahishn, I. 2. 
8 Ibid., IIT. 11. 
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situated in the station of the Sun; the fraveshi is that which is in the presence 
of Ohrmazd, the Lord. He was created in this fashion because, during the 
period of the assault of the Aggressor, men die, their bodies rejoin the earth, 
their souls the wind, their prototypes the Sun, their spirits the fravashi, so that 
the demons could not destroy the spirit.” This is what happens during the 
period of the “Assault” or of the Mixture (guméchishn) of the good and evil 
creations. At the end of this world, however, a real resurrection of the body 
will take place: the dead will be “reconstructed” (rist virdst). The Saviour 
(born from Zarathustra’s miraculously preserved sperm) will perform a sacrifice 
(yazishn) in which the bull Hatayésh will be killed, and from his fat and the 
white Hadma the ambrosia (anésh) will be prepared. All men will drink it and 
become immortal. 

A pure concept of the “immortality of the soul,” in the Greek sense of the 
term, seems extraneous to Mazdaic thought. Every (good) man is already an 
angel, fravasht, eternally in the presense of Ahura Mazdah; resurrection 
of the body too is not exactly identical with the same idea in Christian 
and Muslim tradition, for it happens in a moment which is not, properly 
speaking, a historical moment, but the epoch of frashd-keret: (Phl. frashkart) 
which is no more in Finite Time but in Boundless Time. The metaphysical 
peculiarity of this epoch is also clearly shown by the immolation of the Bull, 
otherwise in “normal time, a horrible sin for Mazdaism.” 

While the first three parts of the human compound do not need any explana- 
tion, we have to consider here the two concepts of prototype (adhvénak) and 
fravashi. The former is the heritage of an older astro-biological idea, common 
also in India, according to which the prototypical soul of the different categories 
of beings is preserved in the heavenly bodies. The race-type of Cattle is pre- 
served, for instance, in the moon (gaéchithra, “having the form of Kine,” is an 
Avestic name for the moon), and that of Plants in the stars.!° Deeper and more 
easily interpretable in an ethical and philosophical way is the concept of 
fravashi. This term does not appear in the Gathas (which also ignore adhvenak, 
Mazdaicized afterwards), but in the so-called “‘more recent”’ parts of the Avesta 
it has already become the aspect that will remain fixed in the Pahlavi tradition. 
It is clearly kept distinct from “‘soul” in passages like Yt. 26.7, and it seems 
that, at least in the beginning, only heroes had been considered to be having 
a fracashi. Bailey’s researches have demonstrated that the idea of fravashi is 
associated with “the defensive power emanating from a hero, even after-his 
death.” This originally aristocratic idea suffered a process of democratization 
in the course of time: every (righteous) man thus got his fravashi, whose 
protective and defensive force is exerted not only in his favour, but in favour 
of all those who invoke her. The “fravashis of the Righteous” are seen as 
protectors of specially sacred places, of the mythica) lake or sea (Vouru-kasha, 
of the white Haéma, which we saw as an important ingredient of future 


20 Cf. Yt, 12. 
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ambrosia, of Zarathustra’s semen from which the future Saviours will be born, 
etc. In their function as welcomers of the righteous souls after death they 
remind us of the Germanic Valkyrs. But the fravashis are also something more. 
In a passage of Avesta! we read: “And these we present hereby to the fravashi 
of Zarathustra Spitama, the saint, for sacrifice, propitiation, and praise, and 
to those of the people who love Righteousness, with all the holy jravashis 
of the saints who are dead and who are living, and to those of men who are as yet 
unborn, and to those of the prophets who will serve us, and will labour to 
complete the progress and renovation of the world.” 

Fravashis are, already now, real angelic doublets of the pious and good 
men, past, present, and future. Also the living seem to have already a fravashi 
in a sense slightly similar to but not at all identical with the “Guardian Angel” 
of the Christian tradition. But there is even more: we saw that Zarathustra, 
the Prophet, the “terrestrial God” as he is called in some parts of Avesta, has 
his fravashi, and this is obvious. However, it may seem strange to a rationalistic 
mind that the Archangels and even Ahura Mazdih Himself have their fravashis. 
In Vendidad 19. 46-48 Zarathustra is invited to invoke the fravashi of Ahura 
‘Mazdah. This fascinating idea seems to assume a doublet of God Himself in a 
further hyper-transcendent dimension of Being; but, as is often the case 
with many original and highly interesting Mazdaic terms and concepts, this 
idea is mentioned as if by chance and is soon dropped, without any inter- 
pretation or comment. 

These angelic doublets of the Good are also symbols of Free Choice (see also 
below). According to a typically Mazdaic myth-theologowmenon preserved in 
Bundahishn,! at the beginning of the millennia of the period of ‘“Mixture’’ 
(guméchishn), Ahura Mazdaih asked the fravashis whether they preferred to 
remain untouched by and protected from every danger in the invisible, trans- 
cendent world or whether they were ready to descend and incarnate themselves 
in the visible material world in order to struggle with Evil. The fravashis 
accepted the second alternative. In this way a sort of de-doubling happened: 
now, in this material world the real man is his fravashi, his angelic ego, that is 
at the same time his destiny and his true transcendental self; the moral 
responsibility of man is, in a sense, “‘transcendentalized.” Sin becomes equiva- 
lent to the treason of an angel. Metaphysically, every discussion on the existence 
of soul, etc., is rendered useless by this acceptance of the experienced fact of 
apriority of angel over man. 

We said that the Gathas do not mention the term fravashi. But they contain 
another idea that certainly contributed to give a new and ethica] meaning to 
the (probably pre-Zarathustrian) heroical myth of the Valkyr-jravashi. We mean 
the idea of Daéna (Phi. dén). This term has been etymologically analyzed in 
the most discordant ways by philologists, lcoking for a semantic explanation 


1! Ibid., 24. 5. 
2 Bund.. TIT. 21-22. 
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which may give reason for the double meaning of the word: “religion” a 1 
“deep soul,” or better angelic personification of human deeds. Here are some 
interesting Gathic passages containing the term Daéna: 

“Fle who renders the Saint deceived, for him shall later. be destruction: 
long life shall be his lot in the darkness; foul shall be his food; his speech 
shall be of the lowest. This is the life, O ye vile! to which your deeds and your 
Daéna will bring you!’’% 

“Yea, I will declare the world’s two first spirits, of whom the more bountiful 
thus spake to the harmful: Neither our thoughts, nor our commands, nor our 
understandings, nor our beliefs, nor our deeds, nor our Daénas, nor our souls 
are at one.””}4 

“But their (of the Evil ones) souls and their daénas will groan when they 
will approach the Chinvat Bridge... .”’1 

“Declare to me, O Ahura, that path of the Good Thought where the Daéna 
of the Saviours, i.e., their good works (ya hukereta), will taste the joys of 
Righteousness. . . .””1¢ 

A later text of Avesta, the Hadekht Nask!’ tells of the righteous soul 
meeting, after death, his Daéna in the form of a beautiful girl of fifteen; here 
we see again the mytho-poetic tendency of Mazdaic thought, making of every 
intelligible entity an angel. 

If we examine the above-quoted passages we shall see that in all of them we 
could freely translate Daéna as “religious works,” ethical acts metaphysically 
considered. The fact that these acts “groan”! is not at all astonishing, if we 
remember the easiness with which Mazdeans personify ideas. This explains 
also how a fravashi has been attributed to Ahura Mazdah himself. Ahura 
Mazdah has indeed a Daéna in the Gathas; in Bundahishun' ‘“‘omniscience and 
goodness,” i.e., supreme religious actions, are called Ahura Mazdah’s dén 
(Daéna, “religion”). The primary sense of Daéna seems to be ethico-religious. 
It is “religious acting” that (as is the case in quite a different mental environ- 
ment with the Hindu karma) creates a body, is representable visibly, and for 
Ahura Mazdah is His.light?° and for man his angel of light. As pointed out 
by Pagliano, it was this Zarathustric Daéna that modified the warrior 
fravashis (Dumezil) into ethical angels. And it is in our opinion especially 
the myth of choice that gave also Ahura Mazdah a fravashi. In which 
sense is Ahura Mazdah so similar to the righteous man as to have Himselt 
a fravashi? Chiefly in the sense that Ahura Mazdah also made a choice. Of 


13 Yt., 31. 20. 
14 Ibid, 45. 2. 
18 Tbid., 46. 11. 
18 Ibid., 34. 13 
7 Fbid., 229. 

18 Ibid., 46. 1! 
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the two primordial Spirits—say the Gathas—“the most holy Spirit chose the 
Truth.”"21 

This sense of angelic ethos has thus produced one of the deepest ideas of 
Mazdaism, the image of the “‘soul-angel-valkyr-religious work.” 


3. The Double Dualism 


Choice, the central ethical concept of Mazdaism, is a choice between io. 
This leads us to examine the radical dualism that, according to many, is the 
basic idea of this religious philosophy. According to a Gathic passage,2? “the 
two primordial Spirits that, in deep sleep, were heard as Twiris, are the Excel- 
lent and the Evil, in thoughts, words, and deeds; and between these two the 
wise, not the foolish, have made their choice. ... And when these two Spirits 
met, they first established Life and Non-Life and (they decided) that, at the 
end, the worst existence would be that of the followers of Lie, and the best 
spiritual force (Manah) would be that of the followers of Trath. Between 
these two Spirits the followers of the Druj chose the acting of the Worst One, 
but the Most Holy Spirit, who covers himself with the firm stones of heaven 
as his robes, chose the Truth, and those who desired to satisfy Ahura Mazdah 
through righteous actions did the same,” 
Good and evil are thus connected with an ethical choice, even if it seems 
that in the most ancient parts.of Avesta, the Holy Spirit is not exactly iden- 
tical with Ahura Mazdah but is probably Ahura Mazdah in His choosing, 
“acting” aspect. Another point that shows the typical ethicism of Zarathustrian 
dualism is the name, “Lie,” attributed to the evil principle. But in Gathic 
thought the evil beings and the Evil Spirit are not “fallen creatures” of God, as 
in the classical monotheism. They are beings of a purely negative and destruc- 
tive nature, which it would be absurd to think of as having been created by a 
good God, and the final destiny of which seems to be that of being reduced to 
nothing. Ahriman, in a later Pahlavi catechism (Pandnémak-i Zartusht), is—if 
the translation is correct—‘‘a being who does not exist, who received nothing 
in himself,” and the same is endowed in Bundahishn with the strange quality 
pas-bavishnih (“post-existence,” as opposed to the positive “pre-existence” of 
Ahura Mazdah). 
This ethos is, however—and here is again the typical feature of Mazdaic 
thought—strongly “cosmicized”: Goodness means, above all, promotion of 
Being, Life, and agriculture. It means “growth” (a word often used in the 
: Mazdaic texts) of good material existence too. “Righteousness, the Bundahishn 
_. says openly, obeys the same rules as (cosmic) Creation.”®> Ethos means also 
' #Material positivity. The evil people (we often hear, in Mazdaic texts, curses 
against the nomads, the non-producers, and the killers of cattle) are, above 
all, the destroyers of existence. 

1 Yt, 30.5. 

2 Thid., 30. 3 ff. 
8 Bund., I. 22. 
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We can now better understand the second type of dualism, a dualism now 
not of choice but of transcendence between the invisible (or celestial) méndk, 
and the visible (or terrestrial) gétik; for God creates the terrestrial world to 
protect, foster, or help (adhyarih) the celestial world, which is, in a way, its 
prototype, its root (bun). This dualism is, however, radically different from 
the Platonic dualism. A very instructive passage of one of the most philo- 
sophical treatises of Mazdaism, the Shikand Gimanik Vichaér written in the 
third/ninth century,”4 will show this difference in a very clear way. 

“The géttk is the fruit (bar) of méndk; ménék is its root (bun)... . The fact 
that gétik is the fruit and ménék its root becomes clear when ‘one thinks that 
every visible and tangible thing passes from invisibility to visibility. It is 
already well known that man and the other visible and tangible creatures come 
from the invisible and intangible ménék; in the same way, the form, the species, 
and the height and the breadth of a being are the same as those of the being 
that generated it; the body of man and other creatures, which is now mani- 
fested, was hidden and invisible in the semen that came from his parents; 
the semen itself, that was in the loins of the parents, passed to the stage of 
manifestation, visibility, and tangibility. We can therefore know by certainty 
that this visible and tangible gétik has been created from an invisible and 
intangible ménok, and there is no doubt that it will come back from visibility 
and tangibility to the invisibility and intangibility of the same ménék.” 

We see from this passage that this Mazdaic dualism differs from the Platonic 
and Gnostic dualism chiefly in the sense that for it matter and the world are 
in no way an “inferior” stage of Being. On the contrary, Matter is, in a sense, 
the most mature and perfect aspect (the fruit) of Spirit. It differs, however, 
also from the views implied by tco simple a creationistic monotheism inasmuch 
as it seems to admit not only ‘“‘one”’ personal God and His immediate creation, 
but various stages of Being. 

Regarding the first point we refer the reader to a text? in which it is clearly 
stated that the terrestrial world (gétik) is higher in dignity than paradise 
(vahisht), because it is in this terrestrial, embodied, visible, and tangible world 
only that the battle against the powers of Evil can be fought and won—a 
struggle that makes it possible for the soul “‘to strive with his thought 
(Ghang-ménishn ) towards Beatitude.”’ One of the most important miraculous 
deeds accomplished by the Prophet Zarathustra was that of breaking the 
bodily forms (shikastan-i kilpui) of the Devils. Without their bodies the 
Devils are less perfect and less dangerous in their struggle. And here we find 
again the fundamentally ethical or rather cosmo-ethical function of the gétik- 
ménok dualism. Matter is useful in the struggle against Evil. 

Regarding the second point, let us remember that in the first chapter of 
Bundahishn, which contains one of the most detailed accounts of the double 


24 P. J. de Menasce, Ed., p. 92-94. 
23 Madan, Ed., Dénkart, p. 271. 
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creation of the world, the Mazdaic vision seems to involve various stages of 
creation, the highest of which are prototypical, emblematical. Even from some 
passages of the Gathas it may appear that God created first the prototypes 
of things, the Primordial Ox, the Protoanthropos, the Plant, etc. 

Coming back to the last sentence of the above-quoted passages of Shikand- 
Giimanik Vichar, we see how this life of positive struggle in the material world 
blossomed forth from the celestial world in a cycle that is at the end destined 
to be reabsorbed into the celestial and invisible stage, once its ethical task has 
been fulfilled. Thus it seems that even the first dualism, that between Good 
and Evil, will become a monism again at the consummation of Time. Here 
we come to the idea of Time and Cycle as the instrument of a victorious 
struggle. 


4. Time and Cycle 


With regard to the question of Time also the Mazdaic thought shows an 
originality of conception that distinguishes it both from the Indian outlook 
assuming “flight from Time” as supreme salvation and beatitude, and from the 
classical Semitic forms of monotheism by which Time seems to be conceivéd as 
an irreversible “line.” In order never to forget the peculiar “angelical” character 
of Mazdaism, the reader is reminded that in-Bundahisn** Time ts an angelic 
person, a youth of fifteen, “bright, with white eyes, tall and mighty, whose 
might is from valour, not from robbery and violence.” In other words, the 
Mazdean, in order to understand Time, did not intellectually “discuss” it as 
we do (that is why European scholars rather anachronistically find so many 
“contradictions” in the Mazdaic texts referring to Time) but rather experi- 
mented with it in vision. And this vision shows them what is told in the first 
chapter of the same theological book.?” 

“Thus it is revealed in the Good Religion. Ohrmazd was on high in omni- 
science and goodness: for Infinite Time He was ever in the Light. Omniscience 
and Light are the robes of Ohrmazd: some call them “religion” (dén, see 
above). ... The Time of the robes is infinite like Ohrmazd, and Goodness and 
Religion, during all the time of Ohrmazd, were, are and will be—Ahriman, 
slow in knowledge, whose will is to smite, was deep down in the darkness: 
(he was) and is, yet will not be. The will to smite is his robe, and darkness is 
his place: some call it the Endless Darkness.” 

The cosmic drama unfolds itself in a Time and in a Space, but Ahrimanic 
time is composed of only two moments, past and present. Time and Space 
have also a transcendent aspect. Transcendent Time is the so-called ‘Boundless 
Time” (zamdn-i akandrak) or ‘“Time of the Long Dominion” (zaman-i dérang- 
khvaiai). Time (not of course our “‘serial’’ time) exists even in the heart of the 
Absolute. There is not, in Mazdaic thought, too simple a contrast between 


28 Bund., IIT. 3. 
2 Ibid., 1. 2 ff. 
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Time and Eternity. But let us continue our reading and see the “aim” of our 
serial time. Ohrmazd creates first a purely transcendent prototypical creation. 
Abriman rises from the depths, sees it, and rushes forward to smite and destroy 
it. When Ohrmazd sees that struggle is unavoidable, He says to Himself: “If 
I do not fix a time for battle against him, then Ahriman could do to my 
creation even as he threatened, and the struggle and the mixture will be ever- 
lasting; and Ahriman could settle in the mixed state of creation and take it 
to himself.” And “Ohrmazd said to the Destructive Spirit: ‘Fix a time, so 
that by this pace we may extend the battle for nine thousand years.’ For He 
knows that by fixing a time in this way the Destructive Spirit would be made 
powerless. Then the Destructive Spirit, not seeing the end, agreed to that 
treaty, just as two men who fight a duel fix a term saying: “Let us on such 
a day do battle till night falls.’ This too did Ohrmazd know in His omniscience 
that within these nine thousand years, three thousand would pass entirely 
according to the will of Obrmazd, three thousand years in mixture would pass 
according to the will of both Ohrmazd and Ahriman, and that in the last battle 
the Destructive Spirit would be made powerless and that He Himself would 
save creation from aggression.” 

Limited time, i.e., serial time (during 9,000 years), is then conceived in an 
ethical light, just like the material world in which it is manifested. Serial time 
is something like a great detour, an ample digression from Infinite Time, but a 
substantially positive detour, because its aim is to render the battle against 
Evil possible and successful. Hence come some important consequences. 

(a) Destiny.—If Time is a “youth” and if, as it is said in another text,?* “the 
ereator Ohrmazd dyed Time with colour,” Time cannot be an a priort form 
in the Kantian sense. Time is objectively coloured; it can be practically iden- 
tified with “destiny” (bakht, assigned lot), Some Mazdaic texts as, for example, 
the beautiful myth of the choice of the fravashis already mentioned, seem 
favourable to free-will, some others®* seem in favour of predestination. Apart 
from the problems connected with the historical formation of these ideas, we 
must say that Mazdaic theology solves the problem in a rather consequential 
way. Pahlavi Vendiddd (5. 9. 33) maintains that “in the material world every- 
thing happens according to destiny (pot bakht), whereas in the celestial world 
everything is according to free action (pat kunishn). This solution of the 
problem of time is indeed a consequence of the angelic, emblematical outlook 
of Mazdaism. Destiny is no more than the visible, terrestrial, géizk aspect of 
its truer transcendent, invisible, méndk prototype, which is freedom. More- 
over, in all this a part is also played by the Ohrmazd-Ahriman dualism, in 
the sense that Ahriman, through the creation of the seven accursed planets 
(these are for Mazdaism evil entities, while the fixed stars, and especially the 
Zodiacal signs are good, and called. “‘the generals of Ohrmazd”’), inserts him- 


28 Dénkart, quoted in Zachner, Zurvin, p. 381. 
29 For instance, Méndk-i Khrat, Ch. VIII. 
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self into the play, trying to change the temporal destinies of men and of the 
world. In this he succeeds, however, only temporarily. And there is still an- 
other interesting concept, that of baghd-bakht or portion allotted by the gods 
(divine destiny),*° a “supplement,” as it were, of destiny, added to that initially 
established (or, to put it better, added to the terrestrial emblem of transcendent 
human freedom) in order to recompense specially meritorious actions. “But 
the gods, we read in the above-mentioned texts, rarely concede that supplement 
of destiny, and they manifest it only in the celestial world,” in order to avoid 
a possible destruction of it by Ahrimanic forces, if it is manifested visibly in 
the géik. We must never forget that transcendent entities can struggle, and 
win and lose, only through their incarnation in the visible world. 

It is, however, obvious that such an approach to the problem of destiny 
and free-will results in a fatalism even more radical than that reproached by 
some in the classical monotheistic religions. This is true especially when we 
think that some theological schools of Mazdaism, e. g., Zurvanism, maintain 
that both gods, Ohrmazd and Ahriman, are subject to Time’s power of destiny. 
Time (Zurvin) is regarded as supreme God; and even Ohrmazd®! is taken to 
have created the world “with the approval of Infinite Time” (pat afrin-i 
zaman-+ akanark). 

(b) The Apocatastasis—When we consider limited Time to be a detour, a 
digression from transcendent Infinite Time, we are able to understand better the 
idea of the “cosmic cycle” typical of Mazdaism, Reading theological Mazdaic 

' texts one is impressed by a tendency to connect the facts and happenings of 
the proto-history with those of the end of the world. The Heroes who will 
‘contribute to the creation of the “Future Body” (ian-i pasén) are the same 
Heroes as, at the dawn of existence, were the protagonists of the myth of 
the Beginning. The Saviour, or, better, the three eschatological Saviours are 
sons of the first Revealer of the Faith, Zarathustra. They are practically Zara- 
thustra himself. To justify the enormous distance in time, there is the myth 
of Zarathustra’s sperm miraculously preserved in a lake, protected by the 
Jravashis. The beginning is the end. There is, in the limited, serial time, a 
circle leading it fatally towards Infinite Time. Gaydmart, the first Man, the 
Protoanthrope, will also be the first Resurrected man; the ancient hero Yam- 
shét (Mod. Pers. Jamshid) has already prepared, at the beginnings of history, 
the mythical Ark (var) to save men from the terrible trials of the End, Past 
and Future seem united in an eternal Present, if seen sub specie méndk. The 
Apocatastasis is, transcendentally (méndkiha), happening already (and some- 
times we find in these theological texts future events told by verbs in the 
past), Serial time is like an immense “delay” from metaphysical Time, but 
there is in it a positive curving towards the Origin. Ail events of this period 
of “delay” are eschatologically justified. The ancient victory of Sahm, the 


0 Of Gbid., Ch. XXIV. 
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Hero, on certain demonic monsters is explained as necessary, because, without 
it, “it would have been impossible to fulfil Resurrection and Future Life.”* 

Tt is, however, interesting to remark that the tan-i pasén, the “Future 
Body” or Future Life, is, though in a transcendent form, a real body, and—at 
least judging by some texts—the renewed world will not be a mere re-identi- 
fication with the first stage of the prototypical méndk creation, when it was 
“without thought, without touch, without movement in a moist stage like 
semen.”2% On the contrary, the idea of the positivity of time, and that of the 
presence of an “Infinite Time” even in Eternity, seems to confer @ colour of 
novelty and true Life to the new world, prepared by the struggling experience 
of the embodied creatures. It would be, however, too risky to proceed in these 
considerations further; for, as mentioned before, the Mazdaic texts too often 
leave the reader in the expectation of something that never comes. A really 
theological and philosophical development of their highly suggestive and inter- 
esting intuitions is absent. 

(c) Ethics —We have not to fix our ideas on the chivalrous ethics of the 
struggle situated in Time. This struggle, like that of “two men who fight a 
duel,” is a free one, one in which man can always succumb; but just because 
Time is also an angel, the struggle is coloured with a metaphysical, supreme, 
“engagement.” It transcends everyday’s secular ethics. The metaphysico- 
ethical responsibility of the Mazdean is such that he can pray in the words of 
the Gatha: “May we be such as those who will bring about the Transfiguration 
of the World.’’8? At the same time, however, and for the same reasons, Maz- 
daic ethics, rooted as it is in an objective Time, is a heavily heteronomous one. 
This causes it to be different not only from our modern autonomous ethics, 
but also from the purely theonomous ethics of the classical forms of mono- 
theism. Mazdaic ethics is still strictly connected with semi-mythical realities 
and with a moral dualism always in danger of transforming itself into a cosmo- 
logical dualism. In other words, Good and Evil mean to the Mazdean something 
more than what they mean to us. There is an entire series of situations and 
objects (Time is dyed with colour) intrinsically evil, Ahrimanic. We deduce from 
various passages in Mazdaic Scriptures that not only the nomad is naturally evil, 
but also the non-Iranian (anérén) is something objectively evil in comparison 
with the Iranian; insects and snakes are evil and so on. The idea that the 
natural essence (gokr) of certain given beings is radically and metaphysically 
diabolical is very clear from the texts, and even some characters of history,*4 
such as Alexander the Greek and Frasiyak the Turanian are no mare than 
devilish creatures of Abriman. The problem of how much did Evil permeate 
® Ibid., Ch. XXVIII. 

sa Bund., I. 

83 ¥¢., 30. 9. 

*4 History, as it is obvious from the Mazdean’s point of view, becomes the 
emblematical prelude to Apocatastasis and at the same time the symbol of a 
transcendent pugilistic prototype. 
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the creation of Ahura Mazdah during the period of ‘Mixture’ has been solved 
by Mazdeans in a rather heavy, objective, classificatory way. 

There have been, however, acute minds that started to meditate on the 
origin of that Evil which the traditional Mazdaic texts gave as an unexplained 
presupposition, or rather considered it a fact not needing any explanation. 
So was born Zurvanism, a theologico-philosophical school, that is considered 
by some European Orientalists to be a rea] autonomous religion. To solve the 
problem of the origin of Evil, Mazdaic mind again created a myth: that of the 
primordial “doubt” of the Time-God (Zurvan), a doubt from which Ahriman 
was born, as a wicked “twin” of Ohrmazd. This school seems also to have 
shown a tendency, at least according to recent studies, to unify and sym- 
metrize the two dualisms already mentioned, in the sense that the material 
world, the realm of the flesh, begins to be identified with the Ahrimanic 
creation. This remained only a very vague tendency in Zurvanism, but the 
identification, quite in the spirit of Gnosticism, was totally accomplished by 
Manichaeism, in the Iranian texts in which Zurvin is the name of the Supreme 
God, while Ohrmazd passes to the stage of Protoanthropos. But such an identi- 
fication completely breaks the frame and organism of Mazdaic thought, that 


has always considered Manichacism to be the most dangerous and most 
Abrimanic heresy. 


5. Conclusion 


We have studied in too rapid and perhaps too unphilosophical a way, the 
mythical logic, the dualistic and angelical metaphysics, the chivalrous and 
fatalistic ethics of Mazdaism. It is now necessary to say a word on the impor- 
tance of this thought for the development of the subsequent phases of the philo- 
sophical history of Iran and Islam. Those who know the strange and highly 
interesting world of Muslim “heresies” cannot deny that some features of their 
theological systems strongly remind us of the Mazdaic Weltanschauung. We 
mean, above all, their curious angelical approach to metaphysics, their tend- 
ency to recreate a purely ‘‘mental” mythology, identifying, e.g., the first 
intellect or Logos with this or that historical person, or telling, as the Nusairis 
do, that ‘Ali is the Ma‘na (Supreme Meaning) and Muhammad is the Ism 
(Transcendent Name), etc. 

Professor Corbin demonstrated in his remarkable essays the influence of 
pre-Islamic Iranian thought on Muslim thinkers like Suhrawardi Maqtil and 
on Ism4‘ilism, but his contempt of history and historical method seems rather 
exaggerated. It is indeed very difficult to identify the historical channels 
through which these influences may have penetrated Islam. Many seem, how- 
ever, to forget that the most important Pahlavi theological texts were written 
in Muslim Persia in the most flourishing period of Islam and that discussions 
@mong Muslims, Christians, Manichaeans, and Mazdeans are documented in 
the third/ninth century at the Court of the Caliph al-Mamin. The influences 
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seem to have been mutual, for it has been shown that some Pahlavi texts 
conta. quotations from the Qur’din and mention contemporary Muslim cur- 
rents of thought such as that of the Mu‘tazilah.* 

But apart from this direct influence, we could more surely admit another 
kind of indirect convergence. The late systematic Mazdaic thought was no 
doubt influenced by late Hellenism and Gnosticism, in the same way as the 
first Islamic thought was influenced by Hellenism, Sabaeanism, and Gnosti- 
cism during the second and third/eighth and ninth centuries. Hence there 
resulted, in both the spiritual worlds, a similar functioning that can give the 
illusion of direct influence, especially when similar languages, Pahlavi and 
modern Persian, are used. 

If these considerations may seem to discourage the exaggerated enthusiasm 
of some pan-Iranianists (it is sufficiently known that even ancient Iran had 
been rather strongly “semitized’’ by Babylonian and old Syrian influences), 
they also point to the fact that the organic thought of Mazdaism assumed its 
truer and deeper historical value just because it did not remain the heritage of 
a single race or a single people, but, being in itself historically a composite 
product, synthesized itself with the seeds of the extremely original and rich 
philosophico-theological value, Islam, that was destined in its turn to spread 
them in their most mature form throughout the entire civilized world. 

Note.—The quotations from Avesta and Pahlavic texts are given, modifying here 
and there some rather contradictory European versions, after comparing them 


with the original texts. The writer is fully aware of the fact that some of them 
remain personal and rather conjectural interpretations. 
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Chapter IV 
GREEK THOUGHT 


A 
THE EARLY BEGINNINGS 


The thinking of the early Greeks, like that of all ancient peoples, Egyptians, 
Babylonians, Hittites, Phoenicians, and Indians, was more mythological and 
speculative, more poetical and theogonica] than physical or nietaphysical. It 
exhibited more the play of imagination than the working of reason. It is true 
. that the basic effort of the Greeks, as of those other peoples, was to understand 
the origin and nature of things, but, like children, what they understood was 
a world of their own make-believe rather than the real world around them. 
They personified all elements of nature into powerful and immortal divinities, 
having the same desires, passions, and relationships as themselves, and endowed 
” them with powers more or less proportionate to their magnitude. The sky, the 
earth, and the indeterminate space between them, the darkness under the 
earth, the ocean, river, or water supposed to encircle the earth, thunder and 

lightning, day and night, air and ether, love and soul, were all divinities 
respectively named as Ouranos, Gaia, Caos, Erebos, Okeanos, Zeus, Day, 
Night, Air, Aether, Eros, and Psyche. Similarly, the lowest region below the 
earth was named Tartaros, the god of punishment, and the region above that, 
Hades, the god of the dead. 

_ _ For Homer, all gods originated from Okeanos (water) and his sister and wife, 
~ Tethys. For Hesiod, in the beginning there was shapeless indeterminate space 
(Caos) containing the seeds of all things. From him sprang Night, the mother 


og of sleep and subduer of all gods, and the darkness under Mother Earth (Erebos); 


« and the couple produced Day and the upper reaches of space (Aether). Next 
tame into being Mother Earth (Gaia) and love (Eros) the latter of which 
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rules the hearts of gods and men. Mother Earth then gave birth to Heaven 
(Ouranos) and then by mating with this son, she produced water (Okeanos). 
For the Orphies, Night was the first and from her came Heaven and Mother 
Earth. 

Though Eros was produced at a very early stage, reproduction was not 
always the result of mating. For example, in Hesiodic cosmogony Caos pro- 
duced Night and Erebos, and these two produced Ether and Day, and Gaia 
gave birth to Portos, either without mating or without sleeping with their 
mates. Similarly, in the Orphic account Kronos, the son of Sky (Ouronos), by 
a deceit as directed by his mother Earth (Gaia) hid himself in a place of 
ambush and when his father came along with Night and in desiring love 
spread himself over her, he sheared off his genitals. The drops of blood that 
fell fertilized Gaia and generated the Furies, Giants, and the Melian Nymphs, 
and the blood that fell into the sea produced Aphrodite (Venus). This element 
like many other contents of Greek cosmogony is of pre-Greek origin for its 
variants are found in the cultures of the Hittites and the Hindus as well. 
From Kronos all other gods sprang. Zeus (Jupiter), the god of thunder and 
lightning, was one of his sons from his sister and consort’ Rhea. Apollo the 
sun-god, who with his horses and chariot sailed in the golden bow] round the 
streams of Okeanos, was the son of Zeus from Leto. Apollo’s sister Artemis, 
the hunting goddess, was the mistress of all wild things. 

This rough account of the earliest Greek speculation from the dawn of 
Greek civilization, about 1200 B.C. down to the seventh century B.C., clearly 
indicates that it concerned itself with (i) the nature of things in the universe, 
(ii) the nature of gods, and (iii) the origin of the world and the gods. There- 
fore it can be described to be cosmological, theological, and cosmogonical. 
Its language was poetry. 


B 


GREEK PHILOSOPHY IN THE MAINLAND AND THE 
ISLANDS OF ASIA MINOR 


Tonic Philosophy 


It goes to the credit of the philasophers of Miletus, the metropolis of Ionia, 
a Greek colony in. Asia Minor ruled by Persia, to have divested Greek thought 
of theogony and cosmogony and made the phenomena of nature and their 
origin their chief concern. Their thought was, however, more physical and 
cosmological than metaphysical. Each of them attempted to discover a single 
basic material from which everything sprang. 

Thales.—The first of this group of thinkers was Thales (b. c. 640 B.C.) of 
Miletus, in Ionia which was a commercially developed Greek colony in Asia 
Minor and had close contacts with the relatively advanced peoples of Egypt 
and Babylonia. He was a man of great practical wisdom and was one of the 
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seven sages of antiquity. He is said to have visited Egypt and brought geo- 
metry frém there; foretold solstices and an eclipse, presumably by studying 
the Babylonian records; measured the height of a pyramid by its shadow; 
turned.the course of 4 river; and discovered the constellation Little Bear. Ac- 
cording to him, the earth floated on water, magnet had life because it could 
move iron, water is the origin of all things, and all things are full of gods. 
How he came to these last two conclusions is not known now, nor was it known 
in antiquity, but the connection of his doctrine of water with Homeric Okeanos 
is evident. No one knows if he set down these ideas in writing, but if he did, 
no writing of his has survived. 

Anaximander.—The second of these Milesian philosophers was Anaximander, 
a younger contemporary and disciple of Thales. He and a non-Milesian Phere- 
cydes were the first two Greeks who wrote in prose. For him the first prin- 
ciple from which arose by eternal motion the heavens, the worlds, the divinities 
that encompass the earth—a cylindrically shaped centre of all these worlds— 
and all other things indeed, is an infinite, indeterminate, eternal, all-enfolding, 
and all-controlling stuff. From this indeterminate something are separated 
off the opposites, dry and moist, warm and cold, and these form nature with 
its separate elements (air, water, fire, and earth) and opposite qualities which 
are held in just balance by time. 

“A sphere. of flame formed round the air surrounding the earth, like a bark 
round a. tree, broke off into certain balls, thus forming the sun, the moon, 
and the stars. All living beings arose on the earth by gradual development 
out of the. elementary moisture under the drying influence of heat. The first 
living being that. appeared thus was a fish. 

Anaximenes.—The third Ionian philosopher of Miletus was Anaximander’s 
disciple Anaximenes. He wrote just one book of which only one complete 
sentence has survived. The originative substance, according to him, ig one, 
infinite, and not indefinite but definite. It is air: which changes by conden- 
sation and rarefaction. In its finest form it is fire; in being made thicker, it 
becomes wind, then cloud, then water, then earth, and then stones; and the 
rest, things and gods, come into being from these. Hot and cold are also due 
to the same processes, the rarefied being hot and the condensed cold. The 
earth which is flat and round like a plate rides on air. The heaven is a vault 
that moves round the earth as a cap round the head, The heavenly bodies are 
fire raised on high, some fixed like nails in the crystalline veult, others moving 
like “fiery leaves,” 

Heraclitus—With another Ionian philosopher, Heraclitus, the problem of 
Philosophy shifted from the nature of substance to that of change. His home 
was at Ephesus, one of the twelve cities of Ionia famous for their temples. 
He was in his prime in about 500 B.C. He is said to have written one book 
Covering all knowledge, metaphysical, scientific, and political, and that in a 
style unparalleled in its brevity and difficulty of interpretation. This difficulty 
is embodied in a story that Euripides lent this book to Socrates who, when 
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asked what he thought of it, replied, “Splendid what I have understood; 
also, I believe, what I have not understood—exept that it needs a Delian 
diver.’’ Of this book only 139 fragments have survived out of which 13 are 
said to be doubtful and spurious. His influence in the history of philosophy 
cannot be over-estimated. 

According to him, while things remain the same, they are yet not the same; 
they constantly change. In the same river we both step and do not step, for 
those who step in the same river have different waters flowing ever upon them. 
Thus, it is not possible to step twice in the same river or touch the same 
material substance twice. There is a perpetual change, a perpetual becoming 
in which being and not-being are harmonized. Even God changes. 

The universe of change is eternal and everlasting. It is made by no man or 
god. Its basic substance is fire, which also steers all the changes according to 
law. There is an exchange—all things for fire and fire for all things, like goods 
for gold and gold for goods. 

There is a Law of the universe that is common to all. It is the Law divine 
and nourishes all other laws. Though all things come into being according to 
this Law, most men are always incapable of understanding it. The soul has 
its own law which consists in growing according to the nature of its own seed. 
Everything issues from and goes back to the basic substance, fire, according 
to the law of necessity. 

Fire kindles in measure and is quenched in measure. The sun will not trans- 
gress its measure; otherwise the Furies, ministers of Justice, will find him out. 

Everything comes about also by way of strife, strife between opposites, be- 
tween cold and hot, dry and wet. We are fundamentally the same whether 
we are alive or dead, awake or asleep, for the latter of each pair of opposites, 
having changed by strife, becomes the former and this again having changed 
becomes the latter. To souls it is death to become water, to water it is death 
to become earth. From earth comes water and from water soul. Water lives 
the death of air, air the death of fire, fire the death of earth, and earth the 
death of water. 

That which differs with itself is in agreement; whatever is in opposition is 
in concert. From opposing tensions like that of the bow and the lyre arises 
the most beautiful harmony. God (Zeus) is day-night, winter-summer, war- 
peace, satiety-famine. He changes like fire which when mingled with smoke 
of incense is named according to each man’s ‘pleasure. He alone is wise. 

Our knowledge is relative. Everything is known by its opposite. Disease 
makes health pleasant and good, hunger satisfaction, weariness rest. People 
would not know right if they did not know wrong. Moderation is the greatest 
virtue and wisdom is to speak the truth and to act according to nature. A 
dry soul is the wisest and best. Character, for man, is destiny. Absolute truth 
is known only to God for whom all things are beautiful, good, and just. 

Heraclitus’ physics follows from his metaphysics. Fire is the basic material 
substance from which all things come and into which all things go, and this 
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cycle of creation and destruction goes on for ever. Earth rarefied becomes 
water and water rarefied partly remains moist and partly gets akin to fire, 
and by this process the bright fiery parts become the stars, sun, and moon, 
and the darker parts, being near earth, form the fiery bodies that shine less 
brightly. The size of the sun is equal to the breadth of a man’s foot. 


C 
GREEK PHILOSOPHY IN SOUTH ITALY AND SICILY 


In about 530 B.C. another centre of Greek speculation arose, and the prob- 
lem of philosophy shifted from the nature of substance and change to the 
form and relation of things and permanence. Pythagoras of Samos, an Ionian 
island in the Aegean Sea off the west coast of Asia Minor, settled down in 
South Italy at Crotona, a Greek colony, where he formed a society with aims 
at once political, philosophical, and religious. Xenophanes, an Ionian thinker, 
who was in the prime of life in 530 B.C., migrated to Elea, a Greek settlement 
in South Italy. He and his pupil, Parmenides, and grand pupil, Zeno, formed 
what is generally known as the Eleatic school. 


1. Pythagoras 


Pythagoras was in the prime of life in 530 B.C. No written work was left 
by him, but there are references to him in Kenophanes, Heraclitus, Empe- 
docles, Plato, and others. All teaching was done by him by word of mouth, 
because one of the rules imposed upon the members of the brotherhood founded. 
by him—a rule equally binding on the master and the disciples—was that of 
secrecy, betrayal being punishable by excommunication. 

He is said to have visited Egypt and Babylon where he learnt the mathe- 
matical and religio-mystical elements of his philosophy. One of his chief doc- 
trines was transmigration of the soul. His system had an element of asceticism 
based on taboos prohibiting the eating of beans, killing some kinds of animals 
for sacrifice and food, and wearing of woollen clothes at religious ceremonies. 
The school did a mass of work in mathematics, the mechanics of sound, and 
geometrical theorems, but it is difficult to say how much of this work went 
to Pythagoras himself. According to him, Number was the First Principle and 
numbers and their relationships were the essence of all things. This idea made 
the Pythagoreans base their philosophy on mathematics. The original number 
wag Monad, the Principle of Oneness, which was equated to Limit. They deve- 
loped a dualistic cosmology founded on the pairs of opposites. These are: 
One-Fwo (Monad-Dyad), One being the principle of Limit imposing itself 
upon Two, the principle of the Unlimited ever-existing Void (empty space 
made of air or vapour), Odd-Even, One-Many, Right-Left, Male-Female, Rest- 
_ Motion, Straight-Curved, Light-Darkness, Good-Bad, and Square-Oblong. 
Things came into existence by the opposition of the Limiting and the 
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Unlimited and their harmony. From the Monad, the One or the Limiting, and 
the Dyad, the Unlimited, came the numbers and their relations, from the num- 
bers came the points, from the points lines, from lines planes, from planes solids, 
and from solids the perceptible elements, fire, water, earth, air, each consisting 
of particles or atoms of different shapes. The One by working from within 
outward created all shapes and by the reverse process of drawing the Un- 
limited inward created the earth, the counter-earth, a body revolving once 
a day between the earth and the central fire, the planets, the sun, the moon, 
the stars, and everything they contained. Everything has a number, the central 
fire one, the earth two, the sun seven, and so on. Even immaterial substance 
like the soul and abstract qualities such as justice, courage, right, motion, 
etc., were assigned numbers. 

The school very early saw the relations between the notes of the Octave 
and the length of the string and designated them as symphonies. The heavens 
are in harmony and in their motion they make music which Pythagoras alone 
was said to be able to hear. 


2. The Eleatic School 


Xenophanes.—The founder of the Eleatic school, Xenophanes, was a con- 
temporary of Pythagoras. He was in the prime of his life in about 530 B.C. 
He condemned Homer and Hesiod for attributing to the gods all things that 
are shameful and a reproach to mankind: theft, adultery, and mutual decep- 
tion. There is, according to him, one God among gods and men, the greatest, 
and He is not at alt like mortals in body and mind. He remains permanently 
the same, not moving and undergoing change; and without toil He sets every- 
thing in motion, by the power of His thought. 

Complete knowledge of gods, men, and things is impossible. No man has 
ever seen certain truth, nor will anyone ever see it. Whatever we can know, 
we know after long seeking. 

Everything. comes from earth and goes ack to earth at last. Water also 
contributes to the being and growth of things. The sea is the source of clouds, 
winds, and rivers, and the sun moves about the earth and gives it warmth. 

Parmenides.—Parmenides of Elea was a contemporary of Heraclitus and 
about twenty-five years his junior in age. He was Xenophanes’ disciple and, 
had also a Pythagorean as his teacher. His philosophy like that of his pupil 
Zeno’s was a reaction against the philosophy of Heraclitus. He took up Xeno- 
phanes’ idea of permanence and developed it by the help of rigorous logic. 
He gave expression to his thought in a poem addressed to his disciple, Zeno, 
who was his junior by about twenty-five years. In the prologue of this poem 
he allegorically relates how in the chariot of the senses, of which the wheels 
were the ears and steeds the eyes, he was carried to the place of the goddess 
Night and she revealed to him the way of truth and the way of opinion. 

In the way of truth, he is told what reason (Logos) can think, exists; what 
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it cannot think, does not exist. It is not.thinkable that what-is-not is. Not- 
Being, therefore, does not exist and Being alone exists. If Being alone is, it 
follows that it does not come into being, for if it did, it would have to come 
from something which is Not-Being; but from Not-Being it could not come, for 
Not-Being does not exist. There being nothing besides it, nothing could bring 
it into being at one time rather than at another. It is therefore ever present. 
For it, there is no before and after. It is permanent and eternally continuous. 
As there is nothing besides it to bring it into being, there is nothing besides it 
to destroy it. It is one indivisible whole, for there is no Non-Being to lie be- 
tween its parts. It is all alike. It is also motionless, for there is nothing besides 
it to move it and there is nothing in which it can move. It is limited, but 
why it is so is not explained. There being no Not-Being to stop it, it cannot 
be more or less in any direction. It is therefore a well-rounded sphere, complete 
on all sides. 

The way of opinion is the way of untruth and false belief. The goddess 
shows it to him to enable him to guard himself against it. The beliefs mentioned 
in this connection as false are: the opposites of Light and Darkness are the 
First Causes; to be and not to-be are the same; for everything there is a way 
of opposing stress; the moon shines with light borrowed from the sun; the 
sun and the moon were separated from the milky way; the earth is rooted in 
water—beliefs which were held by some of his predecessors and contemporaries. 

Parmenides’ speculation involved four basic canons: (1) that Being not 
having sprung from Not-Being was itself ultimate, (2) that Void, being non- 
existent, could not be, (3) that plurality could not come out of the primal 
Unity, (4) nor could motion and change. These canons were generally regarded 
as the last word on philosophy till the time of Plato who was the first to expose 
their fallacies. 

Zeno.—Zeno of Elea wrote a book called Aitacks in defence of Parmenides’ 
theory of Being as One, indivisible, and permanent. His method was to take 
the opposite view and reduce it to absurdity by showing that it led to. con- 
tradictory conclusions. This method, of which he himself was the originator, 
is called reductio ad absurdum. He first took up the proposition: Things are 
many, and then showed that they must be both finite and infinite. If they 
are many, they must be of a number; they are neither more nor less. If they 
are neither more nor less, they are finite. Again, if they are many, they must, 
on the other hand, be infinite, for there are always other things in between 
them, and again others between these and so on ad infinitum. 

If things are many, they must be either without magnitude or with magni- 
tude. If without magnitude, then if a thing is added to another thing there 
would be no addition in magnitude. The unit added is, therefore, infinitely 
small, as small as nothing. If anything has magnitude, it follows that part 
of it must also have magnitude and so the part preceding it, and the part that 
precedes the preceding one and so on ad infinitum. Therefore. it must be in 
finitely large. 
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If a thing moves, it is neither in the place in which it is, nor in that in which 
it is not, but either alternative is impossible. If a thing is in a place, it is at 
rest. Nor can anything happen to a thing in a place where it is not. 

If everything is in space, space is either something or nothing. If space is 
something, then space is itself in something and that something im something 
else and so on ad infinitum. 

Zeno argued similarly against motion. In this connection he advanced 
four arguments: (1) You cannot traverse a given length, for to traverse it you 
must reach the half-way position and then the half-way position of the remain- 
ing half, and so on ad infinitum. Again, motion is impossible because it is 
impossible to pass through infinite positions in finite time. (2) If the tortoise 
is given a start, Achilles cannot catch up with it, for while he runs that distance, 
the tortoise will have got.further, and so on ad infinitum. (3) If you shoot an 
arrow at a target, it cannot reach the target, because it has to pass through an 
infinite number of positions and that cannot be done in finite time. (4) Sup- 
pose there are three sets of solids A, B, and C: A at rest, B moving in one 
direction, and C moving in the opposite direction at equal speeds. Solids in B 
and C would pass one another twice as quickly as they pass those in A. 
Therefore equal speeds are at unequal speeds which is absurd. 

These dilemmas of Zeno have puzzled the philosophers all through the ages, 
but the real solution has been found only in the physico-mathematical develop- 
ments of modern times. 

Melissus.—Melissus of Samos was younger than Zeno by about ten years. 
He did not actually live in Elea or any other Greek part of South Italy, yet 
he belonged to the Eleatic school, because he accepted most of the views of 
Parmenides. He wrote a poem On Being some fragments of which have survived. 
According to him, Being or the One cannot come into being, and change, 
move, have pain or any multiplicity or divisibility. If Being had a beginning, 
it would have been from Not-Being, but nothing can come out of Not-Being. 
If Being had no beginning, it cannot have an end, for if nothing can come out 
of Not-Being, nothing can go into Not-Being. Therefore, Being has been from 
eternity and is everlasting. There is no creation and no destruction. Being is 
also infinite in magnitude, for if limited, it must be limited by Not-Being which 
is impossible. In Being there is no change, for if Being altered, then what was 
before must have passed away or become Not-Being and what was not before, 
i.e., Not-Being, must have come into being which both are impossible. There- 
fore there is no rarefaction and no condensation. Being cannot move, for there 
is no Void for it to move into. Being cannot feel pain, for pain is felt through 
the addition or subtraction of something, i.e., by not remaining the same, 
but Being always remains the same. 


3. Empedccles 
Empedocles of Acragas, a town in Sicily and capital of the south-western 
province of Italy, was a contemporary cf Zeno and of the same age as he. He 
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wrote two poems entitled On Nature and Purifications. Like Melissus, he was 
deeply influenced by Parmenides. Agreeing with Parmenides that Being could 
not come out of Not-Being, that plurality, divisibility, change, and motion 


could not spring from Absolute Unity, and that there was no Void, he explained 

plurality, divisibility, change, and motion by denying the Original Absolute 

Unity. The original undifferentiated whole, according to him, consisted of 

four eternally existing elements—fire, air, earth, and water—leaving no Void. 

sf Each of the elements is underived and indestructible and of a specific nature. 

From these elements come all things that were, are, and will be. Change is a 

mere rearrangement and reshuffling of these elements. It arises from motion 

and motion cannot arise from Absolute Being. To explain motion he postulated 

two motive powers, Love and Strife, existing from eternity along with the four 

elements and having infinite power. He held that there is no absolute genera- 

tion or absolute decay. What are called creation and destruction are really 

commingling and separation of the elements, the former being the work of 
Love and the latter of Strife. 

Existence passes through three stages. In the first stage Love alone was 
active and the elements were mingled together forming one all-inclusive 
Whole—a Whole which had no feet, no knees, and no genitals, but was a 
sphere equal to himself from all sides. The middle stage was the one in which 
Love and Strife were both active, but Strife gradually gained the upper hand. 
In this stage the elements became separated from the Whole. The first to 
separate was air that flowed arcund in a circle and took up the position sur- 
rounding the world, and its outermost margin solidified itself to form the 
firmament. It was followed by fire which ran upwards under the solidified 
periphery round the air and displaced the air of the upper half. Fire was fol- 
lowed by earth and earth by water. By further commingling appeared soli- 
tary limbs, foreheads, eyes, breasts, arms, feet, etc., wandering about and 

seeking for union. When Love and Strife more or less mingled together, by 
their action there was a mingling of these limbs into chance combinations form- 
ing monsters and deformed organisms, like creatures having faces and breasts 
on both sides, cattle with the fronts of men, and men with the heads of cattle. 
Later, those things which were accidentally well fitted to one another survived; 
the rest disappeared. Those things are most suitable for coming'together. which 
are made like one another. It is these which are united by Love. Those things 
which differ most from one another in their origin, mixture, and form are 
made so by Strife and are very baneful. At the next stage gradually appéared: 
“whole-natured forms”—first plants, then gradually fish, birds, wild animals, 
men, and even gods who are the highest in honour—and people said things had 
come into being. As the process of separation under the influence of Strife 
Continued, the sexes were distinguished. When Love is completely inactive 
and Strife alone is operative, the last stage of extreme separation is reached 
ag individual things disappear, and mea not knowing the truth call this their 
eath. 
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This stage of extreme separation is followed by a period when Love regains 
its ascendancy and reunites the separate elements, and individual things re- 
appear. But when Love alone rules and Strife is inactive, these things again 
disappear and the original stage of one all-indusive Unity is re-established. 
This cycle of One changing into many and many changing into One is endlessly 
repeated as appointed by Fate. 

In Purifications, Empedocles deals with the relation of man to the universe. 
He identifies the soul with fire. The soul first existed mingled in the original 
undifferentiated Whole (God). Then Strife detached it from the Whole. It 
passes through the stages of plants, wild animals, and men and then, if purified 
by fasting and continent living, it is taken back by Love to the original Whole 
and becomes one with God. 

In man all the elements, air, fire, earth, water, and-Love and Strife are 
present; and since like perceive like, he can perceive all the elements in the 
surrounding world through the senses. His blood also contains all the elements. 
His thought-consciousness resides chiefly in the blood round the heart. All 
things give off effiuences and when the effluences of two bodies are of the 
right size to fit to the pores of their respective organs, sensation of the one 
in the other takes place. All sense-organs are equally reliable, and it is a 
mistake not to trust sense-experience. 

Thus, to Empedocles goes the credit of basing knowledge on experience and | 
recognizing observation expressly as a method of inquiry. Some of his onmnior 
logical, botanical, and embryological findings are remarkable. - 

The sun, according to him, is not in its nature fire, but rather a ee 
of fire like that which comes from water. It is collected in a ball which travels 
round the great sky. The moon, which is composed of air shut in by fire and 
solidified like hail, gets its light from the sun. When in her movement round 
the earth, the moon comes below the sun, she cuts off its rays, and shadow is 
thrown as much on the earth as the breadth of the moon. The earth makes 
night by coming in the way of the sun’s rays. The earth is stable in the midst 
of revolving heavens, like water in a revolving bowl. 

Plants are living things and they combine both sexes in One. The substance 
of the child’s limbs is divided between the parents, and the child resembles 
whichever of the parents has contributed most. All things inhale and exhale. 
There are bloodless channels in the flesh of them all, stretched over their 
bodies’ surface, and at the mouths of these channels the outermost surface of 
the skin is pierced right through with many a pore, so that blood is kept in, 
but an easy path is cut for the air to pass through. 
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D 
GREEK PHILOSOPHY BACK TO ASIA MINOR 


i. Anaxagoras and Diogenes of Apollonia 


Anaxagoras Anaxagoras was a contemporary of Zeno and Empedocles, 
about ten years older than both. At the age of twenty he migrated to Athens 
and stayed there for thirty years and, being prosecuted for impiety because 
he maintained that the sun was a red-hot mass of metal, he withdrew to 
Lampsacus in Asia Minor where he died in about 428 B.C. He was an associate 
of Anaximenes and Protagoras and teacher of Euripides and Pericles by the 
latter of whom he was defended in his prosecution which resulted, according 

’ to some, to a fine and his exile and, according to others, to condemnation to 
death in his absence. He wrote only one book some fragments of which are 
still extant. 

Anaxagoras could not see how Empedocles drew an infinite variety of things 
from only four elements and two motive forces, Love and Strife. He, there- 
fore, postulated that the first undifferentiated whole contained mixed together 
all the opposites of Anaximander, Heraclitus, and the Pythagoreans, all the 
four elements of Empedocles, and, besides, seeds, infinite in number and small 
ness and in every respect different from one another, of ail things that were 
ultimately to emerge. For explaining the separation of things and their growth 
from their seeds he substituted Empedocles’ motive forces of Love and Strife 
by the single intellectual motive force of Mind. Mind is infinite, all alike. 
self-ruled, and all alone by itself. Though it is mixed with nothing, it is none 
the less present where everything else is, whether as mixed or separated off. 
If it were mixed with things, they would have limited it from controlling 
everything the way it does. Mind has knowledge of all things, mixed and 
separated, past, present, and future; has the greatest power; controls every- 
thing that has life; and sets everything in order, including the rotation of 
the air, aether, the sun, and the moon. It is the finest and the purest of all 
that is. 

He agreed with Parmenides and Empedocles that nothing can come out 
of nothing. As the seeds of all things are present in the Original Whole, nothing 
new comes into existence. Nor is anything destroyed. Change means only 
mixture and separation. 

He held that all things are infinitely great and infinitely small—infinitely 
great because they contain an infinite number of parts, and infinitely small 
because even the smallest of parts is infinitely divisible into smaller and still 
smaller parts. 

His cosmogonical findings were as follows. The Mind imparted at first a 
rotary movement to the mixed Whole (Caos) and this movement caused the 
separation of all bodies in the Cosmos. The first things to emerge were air and 
aether the latter of which he identified with fire. The dense was then separate: 
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off from the rare, the hot from the cold, the bright from the dark, and the 
dry from the moist, the light, hot, and dry bodies occupying the upper position 
and the dense, moist, cold, and dark taking the lower position where the earth 
is.. But nothing was completely separdted off from the other except Mind. 
Air is solidified into cloud, cloud into water, water into earth, and earth into 
stones under the agency of cold. The sun, the moon, and all the stars are red-hot 
stones which the rotation of the aether carried round it. The heat of the stars 
is not felt by us because they are far from us. The moon is beneath the sun and 
nearer to us. She has no light of her own but derives it from the sun. The stars 
in their revolution pass beneath the earth. The eclipse of the moon is due to 
its being screened by the earth, and that of the sun to its being screened by 
the moon when it is new. The moon is made of earth and has plains and ravines 
on it. 

The earth is flat and stays suspended where it is because of its size, because 
there is no void, and because the air keeps it afloat. Rivers owe their origin 
partly to rain and partly to the waters under the earth which is hollow and 
in its hollow contains water. The reflection of the sun in the clouds forms the 
rainbow. The moisture of the cloud either creates a wind or spills forth rain. 

First after separation air contained the seeds of all things and those seeds, 
when carried down by the rain, gave rise to plants. Animals first arose from 
moisture and then from one another. All living things, plants. at the bottom. 
and man at the top, have a portion of Mind. Anaxagoras formulated two ‘ 
principles which enabled him to propound his theory of nourishment and’ 
growth. These principles are: (1) that a portion of everything is in everything! 
and (2) that things alike attract one another. Things that are eaten already 
contain the ingredients which are produced in an organism, e.g., blood, sinews, 
bones, flesh. and so on. These ingredients reason alone can know. Those seeds 
in which blood predominates proceea, by the attraction of like to like, to 
join the blood of the body, and those in which flesh predominates proceed 
by the same principle to join the bodily flesh. The same holds true of all other 
parts. 

Diogenes of Apollonia._-Diogenes of Apolionia, a town in Asia Minor or 
Crete, lived in the later half of tne fifth century B.C. He was an eclectic 
thinker chiefly influenced by Anaximenes, Anaxagoras, and Heraclitus. He 
first laid down two principles, one with regard to energy, the other to the 
language used. He said, one must begin one’s investigation with something 
incontrovertible and one’s expression should be simple and dignified. Well 
within the Milesian tradition he held that all things must be modifications 
of one basic substance, for if they were different in nature and were not 
fundamentally the same, they could neither mix with one another, nor in- 
fluence one another favourably or adversely, nor could one thing grow out 


+ Rather inconsistently he also holds that natural substances consist solely of 
parts which are like the whole and like one another. 
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of another. This basic substance for him as for Anaximenes is air which is 
jnfinite and eternal and generative of the worlds. From its condensation and 
parefaction—guided by its purposive intelligence—all things come into being 
and become of different kinds at different times, and to it they return. Air is, 
jn short, God who has power over, steers, inheres in, and disposes all things. 
It is the soul of all living things, for when they cease breathing, they die. It 
is air that creates all sensations. When air is mixed with blood, it lightens it 
and, penetrating the body through and through, produces pleasure. When 
it does not mix with blood, the blood gets thicker and coagulates, then pain 
results. Diogenes also gave quite an acute account of the anatomy of veins. 


2. The Atomists 


Lucippus.—Lucippus who belonged to Miletus in Asia Minor was in his 
prime of life in 480 B.C. He was a pupil of Zeno and is said to have associated 
with Parmenides, though their philosophies were poles apart. He evolved the 
theory of atoms which was accepted and further refined by Democritus, who 
belonged either to Miletus, or according to some accounts to Abdera, and was 
in the prime of his life in 420 B.C. Democritus had met Lucippus and perhaps 
also Anaxagoras to whom he was junior by about forty years. He visited 
Egypt, Chaldaea, Persia, some say even India and Ethiopia. He was a prolific 
writer, though nothing of his works has survived except about 290 fragments 
mostly from his ethical writings. 

Democritus —In Democritus the scientific spirit of Ionia found its culmina- 
tion. His theory became the basis of all subsequent materialism right down 
to the present day. The Atomists made their theory explain our experience 
of the coming-into-being, perishing, and motion of things and their multi- 
plicity; and this they did by postulating, against the Eleatics, the existence 
of Void, a Not-Being which nevertheless exists as much as Being. Both Being 
and Void or Not-Being are the material causes of all existing things. Being is 
‘not one, but consists of invisible, small atoms of infinite number and shapes. 
The atoms are to be regarded of infinite shapes, because there is no reagon 
why an atom should be of one shape rather than another. They are indivisible 

* because they are very small. They are compact and full, because there is no 
Void within them. They move in the Void, and by coming together they 
effect. coming-into-being, and by their separation, perishing. They differ from 
one another not in quality but in shape, arrangement, and position and, 

- according to Aristotle’s reading, also in weight. These differences are responsible 

* for all the qualitative differences in objects. 

The whole of existénce is infinite; a part of it is filled with atoms and a 

“part is Void. A large number of atoms of different shapes move in the infinite 
Void. They come together there like to like and produce, in the same way 

as the Mind of Anaxagoras, a whirl in which colliding with one another and 
revolving in all manner of ways, they begin to separate, like to like. But when 
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their multitude prevents them trom rotating any longer in equilibrium, those 
that are fine go out towards the surrounding Void, while the rest get en- 
tanaled, abide together, unite their motions, and make the first spherical 
structure. Thus the earth came into. being when the bulkier atoms stayed 
together. It is flat but tilted downward towards the south. Some of these 
bodies that get entangled form a structure that is first moist and muddy 
but as they revol:: with the whirl of the whole they dry out and then ignite 
to form the substance of the heavenly bodies. Thus arise innumerable worlds 
which differ in size and are resolved again into atoms. 

In some worlds there are no sun and moon, in some they are larger than 
those in our world and in others more numerous. The intervals between the 
worlds are unequal, in some parts there are more worlds, in others fewer, 
some are increasing, some at their height, some decreasing, in some parts they 
are arising, in others falling. They are destroyed by collision with one another. 
Some worlds are devoid of living creatures or plants or any moisture. 

In compound bodies the lighter is one that contains more Void, the heavier 
that which contains less. The soul consists of spherical atoms spread through 
the body. We inhale and exhale soul-atoms, and life continues so long as this 
process goes on. 

All objects animate or inanimate flock together with their kind, dove with 
dove, crane with crane, and pebbles with pebbles on.the seashore. / 

The process by which the worlds come into existence and everything tnoves 
is not random. Nothing occurs at random; every change in existence is for a 
reason and only by necessity. 

According to the Atomists, knowledge is of two forms, genuine : id obscure, 
sensuous knowledge being of the latter type. They explain sens. ion by a 
kind of effluence that is said to proceed from everything. In the case of sight 
it proceeds both from the object seen and the observer’s eye and produces an 
impression on the air, the solid part of which remains outside but the finer 
and lighter part, the image, enters the pupil of the eye if the eye also throws 
out a like image. Other sensations are explained by the size and shape of the 
atoms. Sensible qualities being the result of this process show how things 
affect us, not what they are. As later on held by Locke, shape, arrangement, 
size, and weight are the qualities of things, and are therefore objective, but 
colour, sound, taste, smell, etc., are subjective. 

The ethical fragments of Democritus which have come down to us in the 
form of aphorisms are mostly sparkling jewels of wisdom and common sense. 
According to him, happiness is the highest good. In theology he believed in 
the existence of gods, but the gods, he holds, are made of atoms and are as 
material and mortal as men. Only they live longer and have greater power 
and higher reason. They do not interfere in men’s affairs and, therefore, need 
not be feared. 
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E 
PHILOSOPHY AT ATHENS 
1. Early Record 


So far all philosophical development took place in Greek’ settlements in the 
islands and the mainland of Asia Minor which were under the imperial rule 
of Persia and in Magna Graecia (the Greek cities of South Italy and Sicily). 
Before the beginning of the fifth century B.C. Athens had not produced a 
single great man in the spheres of art, science, literature, and philosophy 
except the lawgiver Solon. Archelaus (c. 450 B.C.) did belong to Athens but 
he was a minor thinker who followed the principles of Anaxagoras with some 
modifications based on Anaximander’s primacy of hot and cold, Anaximenes’ 
condensation and rarefaction of air, and Empedocles’ four elements. His chief 
claim to a place in the history of Greek philosophy is that he was a pupil of 
Anaxagoras and teacher of Socrates. 

However, the victory of Athens against the Persian King Darius in 490 B.C. 
and of the combined Greek navies under Athenian leadership against his son 
Xerxes in 480 B.C. brought Athens politically to the forefront. Political pre- 
dominance brought with it flourishing trade and commerce which resulted in 
great prosperity. During Pericles’ wise rule of thirty years from 460 to 430 B.C. 
Athens was at the height of her glory. It was during this period that Aeschylus, 
Sophocles, and Euripides produced their tragedies, Aristophanes his comedies, 
and Pheidias his statues—all masterpieces of unsurpassed beauty. Herodotus 
by writing the history of the Persian wars became the father of history and 
Thucydides by producing his History of the Peloponnesian War secured. for 
himself the rank of the greatest historian of antiquity. 

In philosophy, however, the record of Athens up to the end of the fifth 
century was far from brilliant. She produced only one great philosopher. 
Socrates, and suffered another from Asia Minor, Anaxagoras, to live and teach 
there. But her people by bringing up the charge of impiety and corruption of 
the Athenian youth against them condemned the former to death and the 
latter, despite Pericles’ defence to banishment for life. Besides, it was here 
that the sceptical movement started by the Sophists brought philosophy, 
partly justly and partly unjustly, under the shadow of disrepute. 


2. The Sophists 
Phe Problem of Knowledge and the Study of Man 


While great but conflicting philosophical systems were being developed 
With almost equal force by the Asian Greeks in the islands and the mainland 
. Of Asia Minor, and the Western Greeks in South Italy and Sicily, by about 
450 B.C. dissatisfaction began to appear with system-building in a certain 
section of talented men. The paradoxical conclusion of these systems made this 
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group of thinkers sceptical about philosophy as a truth-finding discipline. The 
leader of this group was Protagoras of Abdera in Thrace who was at the prime 
of his life in the later half of the fifth century B.C. He was a friend of Pericles 
and used to teach in Athens. He doubted the existence of gods and, therefore, 
like Anaxagoras, was banished from Athens on a charge of impiety. In addition, 
his books were burnt in the market-place. 

According to Protagoras, we experience neither the ultimate principles 
of the schools of Ionia or the First Cause of the school of Elea, nor the “atoms” 
of Democritus or the “seeds” of Anaxagoras. At best they are unverifiable 
hypotheses. Therefore, all talk about them is idle. Instead of wasting energy 
on discussion regarding the nature of the objective world a man should occupy 
himself with himself. All knowledge, for what it is worth, depends upon the 
senses. But our sense-experience is deceptive. It reveals only what passes away 
and yields no universal truth. Nor can we rely on reason, for reason is also 
based on sense-experience and is a mere continuation of it. As all knowledge is 
based on a man’s sensations, it is true only for him, and not for all. A pro- 
position may at the same time be both true and false, true for one, false for 
others. There being no absolute truth, each “man” as an individual “‘is the 
measure of all things.” 

Ethical truths are equally relative. What is of benefit to me may harm / 
another, and thus what is good for one may be bad for others. The individual’s 
good is only what he considers good for himself. With everyone personal 
benefit alone should count. Although one opinion cannot be truer than another, 
it can yet be better than another. As sensuous knowledge, however uncertain, 
is alone possible for us, it should be acquired for use in practical life. Similarly, 
it is not known whether the gods exist or not; they should nevertheless be 
worshipped. 

Protagoras only doubted the possibility of certain knowledge, but ‘his 
contemporary Gorgias went to the extent of maintaining that nothing what- 
ever exists. and if anything exists, it is not knowable and if it is knowable, 
it is not communicable. 

Following these leaders all Sophists became sceptical about the universality 
and objectivity of truth itself and began to concern themselves mainly with 
teaching the practical arts of arguing and speaking with effect for success in 
public life, and receiving payment in return. The subjects they taught with 
this end in view were logic, rhetorics, and grammar. As there was no regular 
system of education only the sons of aristocracy could afford to take lessons 
from them. They were hated by the masses because of their relations with 
aristocracy and their radicalism in matters of religious beliefs, and by the 
philosophers of other schools because, against the prevailing practice, they 
charged fees for giving instruction. They were called by their opponents the 
Sophists. Though the word “‘sophist’”” means a wise or learned man, it was used 
for them as a term of reproach to mean a quibbler who used fallacious arguments 
to make truth appear falsehood and falsehood truth, and argued not to find 
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the truth but only to win a point against a disputant. This reproach was 
definitely justified, at least in the case of the later Sophists. 

From the purely philosophical point of view, the sceptical movement of 
the Sophists was not an unmixed evil. It was quite a natural movement and 
of positive gain in two ways. A period of feverish intellectual activity resulting 
in great systems is naturally followed by a period of criticism—a criticism 
which paves the way for further developments. The critical scepticism of the 
Sophists led to the philosophies of Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle which 
represented the highest point that Greek speculation could reach. 

There was another gain. The main problems to which the system-builders 
paid attention were the problems of Being and Not-Being, substance and 
number, permanence and change, One and many; and man did not figure in 
the picture at all. The Sophists made the study of man, as an individual and 
as a member of the State, their chief concern. This turn in Greek speculation 
widened the horizon and partly determined the course of subsequent Greek 
thought. 


3. Socrates 


Socrates was born at Athens in 469 or 470 B.C. and was condemned to death 
in 399 B.C. He spent most of his time in high philosophical discussions in 
public places. 

“In the case of Socrates,” says Bertrand Russell, “the uncertainty is as 
to whether we know. very little or a great deal.’’? The reason is that for his 
~ teaching he used the method of conversation and wrote no book. All our 
‘knowledge of him is based on the writings of his pupils, Xenophon, a soldier 
_ whose philosophical equipment was not high enough to enable him fully to 
appreciate his teacher’s ideas, and Plato who idealized him and made him the 
chief character of his Dialogues, but left no hint to the extent to which the 
contents of the Dialogues relate to his own ideas and to what extent to those 
of Socrates. Socrates was the greatest thinker of his generation. He was high- 
minded, eminently pious, frank to a fault, amazingly indifferent to worldly 
success and comforts of life, and remarkably high in the estimation of youth. 
Physically, he was extremely ugly and went about shabbily dressed and 
barefoot. 

' Although he never took any fees for his teaching and was opposed to the 
Sophistic way of thinking, he was sometimes mistaken for a Sophist. This was 
due to the fact that, like the Sophists, he discarded metaphysics, natural 
science, and mathematics, made the study of man as a citizen his main 
concern, and regarded the individual’s culture as the goal of education, 
irrespective of its effect on State, religion, and traditional beliefs. 

Socrates believed in God, immortality of the soul, and, for the noble and 
the great, a happy life after death. He was religious to the extent of being 


* Bertrand Russell, History of Western Philosophy. p. 102. 
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superstitious, for he went to the Delphic Oracle to find out who was the wisest 
man in Athens. The Oracle’s reply that it was he himself came to him as a 
complete surprise, for, he thought, a god could not be wrong, and yet he who 
knew nothing had been declared to be the wisest man. To see that there was 
no error he visited all the men reputed for great wisdom, engaged them in 
discussion only to be disappointed and to discover that the Oracle was right, 
because those who claimed knowledge actually knew nothing, while he who 
claimed no knowledge knew at least one truth, the truth that he knew nothing. 
He also claimed that ever since his childhood he had heard a divine voice that 
always told him what not to do and that he was commissioned by God to 
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*  Ivanow,  Tasawwur/tt,  p.  xxv. 

*  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam,  Vol.  IV,  p.  980. 

*  After  passing  into  the  service  of  Hulagu,  Tusi,  in  the  preface  to  Zij  al-Ilkb&ni, 
referred  to  his  connection  with  the  Isma'Slitee  as  “casual”  (Ivanow,  op.  cit.,  p.  xxv) 
and  also  “rescinded”  the  dedication  of  AQjl&q-i  H&firi  to  Na?ir  al-DIn  ‘Abd  ai- 
Rab&n,  his  IsmA‘ilite  patron  at  Quhistan  (Browne,  Literary  History  of  Persia, 
Vol.  II,  p.  456). 

4  Encyclopaedia  of  I  dam,  Vol.  IV,  981. 

*  P.  K.  Hitti,  History  of  the  Arabs,  p.  378. 

’  Aidin  Sayili’s  article  in  YOdndmeh-i  fusi,  Teheran  University,  Teheran,  1957, 

p.  61. 

*  Hukamd’-i  Islam,  Vol.  II,  p.  256. 

4  Yadndmeh-i  Tusi,  p.  66. 
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sophical  sciences,  besides  mathematics  and  astronomy,  and  by  dedicating  the 
income  of  endowments  to  stipends.  Thirdly,  annexed  to  the  observatory,  there 
was  a  huge  library  in  which  were  stored  the  incorruptible  treasures  of  knowledge 
looted  by  the  Mongols  and  Tartars  during  their  invasions  on  Iraq,  Baghdad, 
Syria,  and  other  territories.  According  to  ibn  Shakir,  the  library  contained 
more  than  lour  hundred  thousand  volumes.10 

Tusi  retained  his  influential  position  under  Abaqa,  Hulagu’s  successor, 
uninterrupted  until  his  death  in  672/1274. 

C 

WORKS 

In  an  age  of  widespread  political  devastation  followed  by  intellectual 
decline,  Hulfigu’s  patronage  to  Tusi  is  of  singular  importance  in  the  history 
of  Muslim  thought.  The  revival  and  promotion  of  philosophical  sciences  in  the 
late  seventh/thirteenth  century  centred  round  'J’usi’s  personality.  To  the 
Persians,  he  was  known  as  “the  teacher  of  man”11  (ustad  al-basjjar).  Bar- 
Hebraeus  regarded  him  as  “a  man  of  vast  learning  in  all  the  branches  of 
philosophy.”11  To  Ivanow,  he  appears  an  “encyclopedist,”10  and  Afn&n  thinks 
him  to  be  “the  most  competent .  . .  commentator  of  Avicenna  in  Persia.”14 
One  also  cannot  help  being  impressed  by  the  “remarkable  industry”  displayed 
by  hint  in  “editing  and  improving”15  the  translations  made  by  Thabit  bin 
Qurrah,  Qusta  bin  Luqa,  and  Ishaq  bin  Hunain  of  Greek  mathematicians 
and  astronomers.  Brockelmann  has  enumerated  fifty-nine  of  his  extant  works,1* 
but  Ivanow  attributes  “something  like  one  hundred  and  fifty  works”17  to 
him.  The  list  given  by  Mudarris  Ridwi  runs  to  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
titles,  excluding  twenty -one  the  attribution  of  which  to  Tusi  is  doubtful.15 

Himself  an  accomplished  scholar  rather  than  a  creative  mind,  Tusi’8  position 
is  mainly  that  of  a  revivalist  and  his  works  are  largely  eclectical  in  character. 
But  even  as  a  revivalist  and  eclectic,  he  is  not  lacking  in  originality,  at  least 
in  the  presentation  of  his  material.  His  versatility  is  indeed  astonishing.  His 
manifold  and  varied  interests  extend  to  philosophy,  mathematics,  astronomy, 
physics,  medicine,  mineralogy,  music,  history,  literature,  and  dogmatics.  His 
important  philosophical  works  are  listed  below. 


*•  Browne,  op.  tit.,  Vol.  II,  p.  486. 

11  AtOs  al-Iqtibds,  p.  YB. 

11  Browne,  op.  tit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  18. 

14  Ivanow,  op,  tit.,  p.  Ixv. 

14  Afnftn,  Avicenna,  p.  244. 

14  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam,  Vol.  IV,  p.  881. 

14  Qeschichte  der  arabiechen  Litteratur.  Suppl.,  Vol.  1,  pp.  B70-76. 
17  Ivanow,  op.  tit.,  p.  xxvi. 

>•  AsOe,  pp.  YJ-YH. 
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1.  Asds  al-Iqtibas  (logic),  1947. 

2.  Manliq  al-Tajrid,  (logic). 

3.  Ta‘dll  al-Mi‘ydr  (logic). 

4.  Tajrid  al.'Aqa’id  (dogmatics),  Teheran,  1928. 

5.  Qawa’id  al-‘Aqd’id  (dogmatics),  Teheran,  1926. 

6.  Risaleh-i  1‘tiqaddt  (dogmatics). 

.  7.  A khldq-i  Nasiri  (ethics). 

8.  Ausdf  al-Ashraf  (Sufi  ethics) 

9.  Risaleh  dar  llhbat-i  Wajib  (metaphysics). 

10.  Ithbal-i  Jaubnr  al-Mufariq  (metaphysics). 

11  Risaleh  dar  Wujud-i  Jauhar-i  Mujarrad  (metaphysics) 

12.  Risaleh  dar  Ithbdt-i  ‘Aql-i  Fa“al  (metaphysics). 

13.  Risaleh  Barurat-i  Marg  (metaphysics). 

14.  Risaleh  Sudur  Kathrat  az  Wahdat  (metaphysics). 

15.  Risaleh  'dial  iva  Ma‘lulat  (metaphysics). 

16.  Fusul  (metaphysics),  Teheran,  1956. 

17.  Tasawwurat  (metaphysics),  Bombay,  1950. 

18.  Talkhls  al-Muhassal,  Cairo,  1323/1905. 

19.  Hall-i  Mushlcilat  al-  Ishdrat,  Lucknow,  1293/1876. 

D 

AKHLAQ-I  NA§IRI 

Nothing  can  be  farther  from  truth  than  the  assertion  that  Akhldq-i  Nasiri 
of  Tusi  is  a  mere  “translation”19  of  TahdJiib  al-Akhldq  of  ibn  Miskawaih.  The 
author  was  undoubtedly  commissioned  by  Nasir  al-  Din  ‘Abd  al-Rahim,  the 
IsmaTlite  Governor  of  Quhistan,  to  translate  the  Kildb  al-Taharal  (Tahdhib 
al-Akhldq)  from  Arabic  into  Persian,  but  he  did  not  accept  the  suggestion 
for  fear  of  “distorting  and  disfiguring  the  original. ”2a  Besides,  ibn  Miskawaih’s 
effort  is  confined  to  the  description  of  moral  discipline;  the  domestic  and 
political  disciplines  are  altogether  missing  in  his  work.  These,  according  to 
Tusi,  are  equally  important  aspects  of  “practical  philosophy”  and,  therefore, 
are  not  to  be  ignored.  With  this  in  mind,  Tusi  compiled  A k&l&q-i  Nafiri  on 
the  following  pattern. 

With  regard  to  content,  the  part  on  moral  philosophy  is  a  “summary”21  and 
not  a  translation  of  Kitab  al-Tahdrat,  but  the  form,  the  arrangement  of  topics, 
and  the  classification  of  subjects  is  Tusi’s  own,  which  apparently  give  an  air  of 
originality  to  it. 

For  the  parts  on  domestic  and  political  philosophy,  Tusi  is  greatly  indebted 
to  ibn  Sina22  and  Farabi,23  and  yet  the  mere  addition  of  these  two  parts  which 

19  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam,  Vol.  I,  p.  933. 

20  Ajsjd&q-i  Nclsiri,  p.  5. 

21  Ibid,,  p.  6. 

22  Ibid.,  p,  145. 

22  Ibid.,  p.  175. 
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completed  practical  philosophy  (kikmat-i  ‘amali)  in  all  its  details,  if  not  any¬ 
thing  else,  justifies  Tusi’s  claim  that  Akhlaq-i  Ndsiri  was  written  “not  on  the 
style  of  imitation  or  in  the  spirit  of  translation,  but  as  an  original  venture.”24 

E 

ETHICS 

Following  ibn  Miskawaih,  Tusi  regards  ultimate  happiness  (sa‘adat-i  quswa) 
as  the  chief  moral  end,  which  is  determined  by  the  place  and  position  of  man 
in  the  cosmic  evolution,  and  realized  through  his  amenability  to  discipline 
and  obedience.  The  concept  of  ultimate  happiness  is  intrinsically  different 
from  the  Aristotelian  idea  of  happiness  which  is  devoid  of  the  “celestial 
element”25  and  also  has  no  reference  to  the  cosmic  position  of  man.  The 
Platonic  virtues  of  wisdom,  courage,  temperance,  and  justice  (derived  from 
the  trinity  of  the  soul — reason,  ire,  and  desire)  and  their  differentiation  into 
seven,  eleven,  twelve,  and  nineteen  species  respectively,  given  by  ibn  Miskawaih 
figure  prominently  in  Tusi’s  ethics,  the  only  difference  being  that  he  reduced 
the  last  nineteen  to  twelve.  But  following  Aristotle’s  distinction  in  the  soul  of 
theoretical  reason,  practical  reason,  ire,  and  desire,  and,  unlike  ibn  Miskawaih, 
he  deduces  justice  from  the  culture  of  practical  reason25  without  disclaiming 
the  Platonic  view  of  the  proper  and  harmonious  functioning  of  the  triple 
powers  of  the  soul.  Unlike  Aristotle  and  like  ibn  Miskawaih,  he  ranks  benevo¬ 
lence27  (tafaddul)  higher  than  justice,  and  love  (mahabbah )  as  a  natural  source 
of  unity,  higher  than  benevolence. 

Aristotle  conceived  of  vice  as  an  extreme  ot  virtue  either  on  the  side  of 
excess  or  defect.  To  Galen,  vice  was  a  malady  of  the  soul.  The  Qur'an,  after 
enunciating  the  general  ethical  principles  of  moderation,28  defines  vice  as  a 
disease  of  the  heart.22  Ibn  Miskawaih,  after  enumerating  the  eight  generic 
vices  of  astuteness  and  stupidity  (safdh  and  balahat),  rashness  and  cowardice 
(tahaxcumr  and  jubun),  indulgence  and  abstention  ( sharrahdt  and  khumud ), 
tyranny  and  sufferance  (jaw  and  mahanat ),  on  the  Aristotelian  pattern, 
describes  at  length  the  causes  and  cures  of  fear  and  sorrow.  Ibn  Miskawaih 
does  not  make  it  clear  whether  fear  and  sorrow  constitute  the  excess  or  defi¬ 
ciency  of  ire  and  desire.  This  problem  is  taken  up  by  fusi,  and  he  finds  out 
a  solution  for  it,  befitting  his  ingenuity.  Disease  is  the  deviation  of  the  soul 
from  equipoise  (i‘ tidal).  Aristotle  and  following  him  ibn  Miskawaih  had 


«  Ibid.,  p.  6. 

25  Ibid.,  p.  44. 

24  Ibid.,  p.  61. 

27  Aristotle  regards  “prodigality”  as  the  extreme  of  liberality  on  the  side  of 
excess,  and  hence  a  positive  vice,  although  it  is  for  him  “no  sign  of  meanness,  but 
only  of  folly”  (Nichomachean  Ethics,  p.  105). 

28  Qur’an,  ii,  190;  v,  2. 

29  Ibid.,  i.  2. 
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thought  of  this  deviation  in  terms  of  quantity  (kammlyyat)  and,  therefore, 
the  excess  (if rat)  and  defect  (tafril)  of  a  state  were  for  them  the  only  two 
causes  of  moral  diseases.  Tusi  for  the  first  time  propounded  the  view  that  the 
deviation  is  not  only  quantitative  but  also  qualitative,  and  to  this  new  type 
of  deviation  he  gave  the  name  of  perversion30  (rada’at).  Consequently,  a 
moral  disease  may  have  one  of  the  three  causes: — (1)  excess,  (2)  defect,  or 
(3)  perversion  of  reason,  ire,  or  desire.  This  explains  adequately  that  fear 
constitutes  the  perversion  of  ire,  and  sorrow,  the  perversion  of  desire. 

Equipped  with  the  theory  of  triple  causation  of  the  maladies  of  the  soul, 
Tusi  classifies  the  fatal  diseases  of  the  theoretical  reason  into  perplexity 
(hairat),  simple  ignorance  (jahl-i  has  it ),  and  compound  ignorance  (jahl-i 
murakkab),  constituting  its  excess,  deficiency,  and  perversion — a  classification 
which  cannot  be  traced  to  ibn  Miskawaih. 

Perplexity  is  caused  by  the  inability  of  the  soul  to  distinguish  truth  from 
falsehood  due  to  the  conflicting  evidence  and  confusing  arguments  for  and 
against  a  controversial  issue.  As  a  cure  of  perplexity,  Tusi  suggests  that  a 
perplexed  man  should,  in  the  first  instance,  be  made  to  realize  that  composition 
and  division,  affirmation  and  denial,  i.e.,  the  contraries,  being  mutually 
exclusive,  cannot  exist  in  one  and  the  same  thing  at  the  same  time,  so  that  he 
may  be  convinced  that  if  a  proposition  is  true,  it  cannot  be  false,  and  if  it  is 
false,  it  cannot  be  true.  After  his  assimilating  this  self-evident  principle,  he 
may  be  taught  the  rules  of  syllogism  to  facilitate  the  detection  of  fallacies  in 
the  arguments. 

Simple  ignorance  consists  in  a  man’s  lack  of  knowledge  on  a  subject  without 
his  presuming  that  he  knows  it.  Such  ignorance  is  a  precedent  condition 
for  acquiring  knowledge,  but  it  is  fatal  to  be  contented  with  it.  The  disease 
may  be  cured  by  bringing  home  to  the  patient  the  fact  that  intellection  and 
not  physical  appearance  entitles  a  man  to  the  designation  of  man,  and  that 
an  ignorant  man  is  no  better  than  a  brute;  rather  he  is  worse  than  that,  for 
the  latter  can  be  excused  for  its  absence  of  reason,  he  cannot. 

Compound  ignorance  is  a  man’s  lack  of  knowledge  on  a  subject  coupled 
with  his  presumption  that  he  knows  it.  In  spite  of  ignorance  he  does  not  know 
that  he  is  ignorant.  According  to  Tusi,  it  is  almost  an  incurable  disease,  but 
devotion  to  mathematics  may  perhaps  reduce  it  to  simple  ignorance. 

Tusi  regards  anger  (ghadab),  cowardice  (jubun),  and  fear  ( khauf )  as  the 
three  prominent  diseases  of  ire  ( quwwat-i  difd‘)  on  the  side  of  excess,  deficiency, 
and  perversion,  respectively.  In  his  analysis  of  fear,  especially  the  fear  of  death, 
and  in  his  elaboration  of  the  seven  concomitants  and  ten  causes  of  anger,  he 
follows  ibn  Miskawaih. 

Similarly,  excess  of  appetite  (ifrdt-i  shahiixit)  is  caused  by  the  excess  of 
desire,  while  levity  (batalat)  results  from  its  deficiency,  and  sorrow  (huzn )  and 
jealousy  (hasad)  constitute  the  perversion  of  this  power.  He  defines  jealousy 

50  Akhlaq-i  Nasiri,  p.  114. 
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as  oil'-  '•  ishii  v  ,i  reverse  in  the  fortune  of  another,  withoui  longing  to  possess 
a  similar  fortune  for  oneself.  Following  Ghazali.  he  also  distinguishes  between 
envy31  (ghibtat)  and  jealousy,  by  defining  the  former  as  a  longing  to  have 
the  fortune  similar  to  the  one  possessed  by  another  without  wishing  any 
reverse  to  him.  Jealousy  consumes  virtue  as  fire  consumes  fuel,  but  envy 
is  commendable,  if  directed  to  the  acquisition  of  virtues,  and  condemnable 
if  directed  to  lust  for  worldly  pleasures. 

Tusi  regards  society  as  the  normal  background  of  moral  life,  for  man  is  by 
nature  a  social  being,  and  his  perfection  consists  in  evincing  this  characteristic 
of  sociability  towards  his  fellow-beings.  Love  and  friendship,  therefore,  con¬ 
stitute  the  vital  principles  of  his  moral  theory — a  theory  in  which  apparently 
there  is  no  place  for  the  retired  and  secluded  life  of  an  ascetic.  In  a  later  work, 
Ausaf  al-Ashraf,  however,  he  approvingly  writes  of  asceticism  as  a  stage  in 
mystical  life.  He  claims  no  mystic  experience  and  makes  it  clear  in  the  preface 
that  his  effort  is  a  purely  intellectual  appreciation  and  rational  formulation 
of  the  mystic  tradition.3*  Though  not  a  mystic,  he  is  an  advocate  of  a  rational 
treatment  of  mysticism.  He  classifies  it  into  six  progressive  stages,  each  stage, 
excepting  the  last,  having  six  moral  states  of  its  own. 

The  first  stage  is  that  of  the  preparation  for  the  mystic  journey  (auluk),  the 
necessary  requirements  of  which  are  faith  in  God  (imdn),  constancy  in  the 
faith  (thabat),  firmness  of  intention  (niyyat),  truthfulness  (sidq),  contempla¬ 
tion  of  God  (anabat),  and  sincerity  (hb/ulua). 

The  second  stage  consists  of  the  renunciation  of  the  worldly  connections 
which  obstruct  the  mystic  path.  There  are  six  essentials  of  this  stage  and 
these  are  repentance  over  sins  (taubah),  asceticism  of  the  will  (zuhd),  indiffer¬ 
ence  to  wealth  ( faqr),  rigorous  practices  to  subdue  irrational  desires  (riyadat), 
calculation  of  virtues  and  vices  (muharabat),  harmony  between  actions  and 
intentions  (muragabat),  and  piety  (taqwa). 

The  third  stage  of  the  mystic  journey  is  marked  by  aloofness  (khalwat), 
contemplation  (tafakkur),  fear  and  sorrow  (bhauf  and  huzn),  hope  (rija’), 
endurance  (sabr),  and  gratitude  to  God  (shulcr). 

The  fourth  stage  covers  the  experiences  of  the  traveller  (salik)  before 
reaching  the  final  goal.  They  are  devotion  to  God  (iradat),  eagerness  in  de¬ 
votion  ($hauq),  love  of  God  (mahnbbah),  knowledge  of  God  (ma'rifat),  un- 
shakeable  faith  in  God  (yaqln),  and  tranquillity  of  the  soul  (sukun). 

The  fifth  stage  consists  of  resignation  to  God  (tawakkul),  obedience  (ridd’), 
submission  to  the  divine  will  (taslim),  certitude  about  the  oneness  of  God 
(tauhfid),  effort  for  union  with  God  (wahdal),  and  absorption  in  God  (ittihad). 

In  the  sixth  stage  the  process  of  the  absorption  in  God  reaches  its  culmination 
and  the  traveller  is  ultimately  lost  ( fand' )  into  the  oneness  of  God. 


31  Qhaz&li,  IhyO,',  Vol.  Ill,  Chap.  III. 
**  AuaQf  al-Asjtrrlf,  p.  1 . 
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F 

DOMESTIC  SCIENCE 

Acknowledging  his  debt  to  ibn  Sina,’3  Tusi  defines  home  (manzil)  as  a 
particular  relationship  existing  between  husband  and  wife,  parents  and 
children,  master  and  servant,  and  wealth  and  its  possessor.  The  aim  of  do¬ 
mestic  science  ( tadblr-i  manzil)  is  to  evolve  an  efficient  system  of  discipline, 
conducive  to  the  physical,  social,  and  mental  welfare  of  this  primary  group, 
with  father  as  its  controlling  head.  The  father’s  function  is  to  maintain  and 
restore  the  equipoise  of  the  family,  having  in  view  the  particular  dispositions 
of  the  constituents  and  the  dictates  of  expediency  in  general. 

Wealth  is  necessary  for  achieving  the  basic  ends  of  self-preservation  and 
race-preservation.  For  its  acquisition,  Tusi  recommends  the  adoption  of  noble 
professions  and  the  achievement  of  perfection  in  them,  without  ever  giving 
way  to  inequity,  infamy,  and  meanness.  Hair-dressing  and  filth-clearing  are, 
no  doubt,  mean  and  repulsive  professions,  but  they  are  warranted  on  the 
ground  of  social  expediency. 

Tusi  regards  the  saving  of  wealth  as  an  act  of  prudence,  provided  it  is  not 
prompted  by  greed  or  miserliness,  and  does  not  cause  hardship  to  the  consti¬ 
tuents  of  the  home  or  involve  the  risk  of  one’s  integrity  and  prestige  in  society. 
In  matters  of  expenditure,  he  stands  for  moderation  in  general.  Nothing 
should  be  spent  which  may  smack  of  extravagance,  display,  miscalculation 
or  stinginess. 

Not  gratification  of  lust,  but  procreation  and  protection  of  property  are  the 
basic  aims  of  marriage.  Intelligence,  integrity,  chastity,  modesty,  shrewdness, 
tenderness  of  the  heart,  and,  above  all,  obedience  to  husband  are  the  qualities 
which  ought  to  be  sought  in  a  wife.  It  is  good  if  she  is  further  graced  with 
the  qualities  of  noble  birth,  wealth,  and  beauty,  but  these  are  absolutely 
undesirable  if  not  accompanied  with  intelligence,  modesty  and  chastity.  Ad¬ 
ministrative  expediency  requires  that  the  husband  should  be  awe-inspiring.  He 
may  be  benevolent  and  magnanimous  to  his  wife,  but  in  the  wider  interests 
of  the  home,  he  should  avoid  excessive  affection,  keep  her  in  seclusion,  and 
should  not  confide  secrets  or  discuss  important  matters  with  her.  Polygamy 
is  undesirable  because  it  invariably  upsets  the  whole  domestic  organization 
Women  are  feeble-minded  by  nature  and  psychologically  jealous  of  another 
partner  in  the  husband’s  love  and  fortune.  The  concession  of  polygamy  is 
reluctantly  given  by  Tusi  to  kingg  because  they  are  in  a  position  to  command 
unconditional  obedience,  but  even  for  them  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  it  as  an 
act  of  prudence.  Man  is  to  the  home  as  heart  is  to  the  body,  and  as  one  heart 
cannot  give  sustenance  to  two  bodies,  so  one  man  cannot  manage  two  homes 
So  great  is  the  sanctity  of  home  in  Tusi’s  eyes  that  he  even  advises  people  to 
remain  unmarried  if  they  are  unfit  to  enforce  family  equilibrium. 

11  Ak&l&q-i  NAriri,  p.  145.  The  treatise  referred  to  by  Tusi  is  Kit&b  al-Siyitat 
ed.  Ma'liif,  Beirut,  1911. 
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On  the  discipline  of  children,  Tusi,  following  ibn  Miskawaih,34  begins  with 
the  inculcation  of  good  morals  through  praise,  reward,  and  benevolent  censure. 
He  is  not  in  favour  of  frequent  reproof  and  open  censure;  the  former  increases 
the  temptation,  and  the  latter  leads  to  audacity.  After  bringing  home  to 
them  the  rules  regarding  dining,  dressing,  conversation,  behaviour,  and  the 
manner  of  moving  in  society,  the  children  should  be  trained  for  a  particular 
profession  of  their  own  liking.  The  daughters  should  be  specifically  trained 
to  become  good  wives  and  mothers  in  the  domestic  set-up. 

Tusi  closes  the  discussion  with  the  greatest  emphasis  on  the  observance  of 
parental  rights,  as  enjoined  by  Islam.  Psychologically  speaking,  children 
realize  the  rights  of  the  father  only  after  attaining  the  age  of  discrimination, 
but  those  of  the  mother  are  evident  from  the  very  start  of  life.  From  this 
Tusi  concludes  that  paternal  rights  are  largely  mental,  while  maternal  ones 
are  largely  physical  in  character.  Thus,  to  the  father  one  oweB  unselfish  devo¬ 
tion,  veneration,  obedience,  praise,  etc.,  and  to  the  mother,  the  provision  of 
food,  clothes,  and  other  physical  comforts. 

Lastly,  servants  are  to  home  as  hands  and  legs  are  to  man.  Tusi  recommends 
that  they  should  be  treated  benevolently,  so  that  they  may  be  inspired  to 
identify  their  interests  with  those  of  their  master.  The  underlying  idea  is  that 
they  should  serve  out  of  love,  regard,  and  hope,  and  not  out  of  necessity 
compulsion,  and  fear,  which  affect  adversely  the  interests  of  the  home. 

To  sum  up:  Home  for  Tusi  is  the  centre  of  domestic  life.  Income,  saving, 
expenditure,  and  the  discipline  of  wife,  children,  and  servants,  all  revolve 
round  the  general  welfare  of  the  family  group  as  a  whole. 

G 

POLITICS 

Farabi’s  Siyaaat  al-Madinah  and  Ara  AM  al-Madinat  al-Fddilah  form  the 
first  attempt  towards  the  philosophical  formulation  of  a  political  theory  in  the 
Muslim  world.  He  used  Him  al-madani  both  in  the  sense  of  the  civic  science  and 
the  science  of  government.  Following  him,  Tusi  has  also  used  siyasat-i  mndun  in 
both  of  these  senses.  In  fact,  his  treatment  of  the  need  for  civic  society  ( tamad- 
dun )  and  the  types  of  social  groups  and  cities  is  largely  derived  from  Farabi’s 
views  on  the  subject.35 

Man  is  by  nature  a  social  being.  To  substantiate  his  position,  'Tusi  refers  to 
insan,  the  Arabic  word  for  man,  which  literally  means  to  be  gregarious  or 
associating.  Since  this  natural  sociability33  (uns-i  tabaH)  is  characteristically 


34  Tahdhib  al-Akhlaq,  pp.  46-54. 

35  -Ira’  Ahl  al-Madinat  al-Fadilah,  pp.  53-85;  Siydsat  al-Madaniyyah,  pp.  1-76. 
34  Compare  this  theory  of  natural  sociability  with  Hobbes’  view  of  man  as 

“solitary,  poor,  nasty,  brutish  and  short”  (Roger,  Students'  History  of  Philosophy , 
p.  245). 
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human,  it  follows  that  the  perfection  of  man  consists  in  evincing  this  character¬ 
istic  fully  towards  his  fellow- beings.  Civilization  is  another  name  for  this 
perfection.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  Islam  has  emphasized  the  superiority 
of  congregational  prayers  over  those  offered  in  isolation. 

The  word  tamaddun  is  derived  from  madinah  (city)  which  means  living 
together  of  men  belonging  to  different  professions  for  the  purpose  of  helping 
one  another  in  their  needs.  Since  no  man  is  self-sufficient,  everyone  is  in  need 
of  help  and  co-operation  from  others.  Wants  differ  from  man  to  man  and 
the  same  is  true  of  the  motives  which  induce  one  to  co-operation.  Some  seek 
co-operation  for  the  sake  of  pleasure;  others  are  prompted  by- the  consideration 
of  profit ;  and  still  others  aim  at  goodness  or  virtue.  This  diversity  in  the  causes 
of  co-operation  leads  to  conflict  of  interests  resulting  in  aggression  and  in¬ 
justice.  Thus  arises  the  need  for  government  to  keep  everyone  content  with 
his  rightful  lot  without  infringing  the  legitimate  rights  of  others.  Administra¬ 
tion  of  justice,  therefore,  is  the  chief  function  of  a  government,  which  should 
be  headed  by  a  just  king,  who  is  the  second  arbitrator,  the  first  being  the 
divine  Law.  He  can  exercise  royal  discretion  in  minor  details  according  to  the 
exigencies  of  time  and  occasion,  but  this  too  should  conform  to  the  general 
principles  of  the  divine  Law.  Such  a  king,  Tusi  concludes,  is  the  vicegerent 
of  God  upon  earth,  and  the  physician  of  the  world  temper. 

As  to  the  qualities  of  this  monarch,  he  should  be  graced  with  the  nobility  of 
birth,  loftiness  of  purpose,  sobriety  of  judgment,  firmness  of  determination, 
endurance  of  hardship,  large-heartedness,  and  righteous  friends.  His  first  and 
foremost  duty  is  to  consolidate  the  State  by  creating  affection  among  its 
friends  and  disaffection  among  its  enemies,  and  by  promoting  unity  among 
the  savants,  warriors,  agriculturists,  and  business  men — the  four  constituents 
of  the  State. 

Tusi  then  proceeds  to  lay  down  the  principles  of  war  ethics  for  the  guidance 
of  rulers.  The  enemy  should  never  be  taken  lightly,  however  lowly  he  might  be, 
but  at  the  same  time  war  should  be  avoided  at  all  costs,  even  through  diplo¬ 
matic  tricks,  without  resorting  to  perfidy.37  But  if  the  conflict  becomes 
inevitable,  offensive  should  be  taken  only  in  the  name  of  God  and  that  too 
with  the  unanimous  approval  of  the  army.  The  army  should  he  led  by  a  man 
of  dashing  spirit,  sound  judgment,  and  experience  in  warfare.  Tusi  particularly 
emphasizes  the  maintenance  of  an  efficient  secret  service  to  have  vigilance 
over  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  Again,  diplomacy  demands  that  the  enemy 
should,  as  far  as  possible,  be  taken  prisoner  rather  than  killed,  and  there 
should  be  no  killing  after  the  final  victory,  for  clemency  is  more  befitting 
a  king  than  vengeance.  In  the  ease  of  a  defensive  stand,  the  enemy  should  be 
overtaken  by  ambush  or  surprise  attack,  provided  the  position  is  strong 
enough;  otherwise  no  time  should  be  lost  in  digging  trenches  building 

37  Compare  it  with  Machiavellian  ethics  of  “force  and  fraud.'  “A  uler  will 
perish  if  he  is  always  good.  He  must  be  as  cunning  as  a  fox  and  as  fierce  as  a  lion” 
(Bertrenn  Russell,  A  History  of  Western  Philosophy,  p.  528). 
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fortresses,  and  even  in  negotiating  for  peace  by  offering  wealth  and  using 
diplomatic  devices. 

Tusi,  being  the  wazxr  of  Hulagu,  was  well  aware  of  the  degeneration  of 
monarchy  into  absolute  despotism,  and,  therefore,  advised  the  attendants 
upon  kings  to  avoid  seeking  close  contact  with  them,  for  being  in  their  company 
is  in  no  way  better  than  associating  with  fire.  No  office  is  more  perilous  than 
that  of  a  minister  to  a  king,  and  the  minister  has  no  greater  safeguard  against 
the  jealousies  of  the  Court  and  the  vagaries  of  the  royal  mood  than  his  trust¬ 
worthiness.  The  minister  should  guard  jealously  the  secrets  confided  to  him, 
and  should  not  be  inquisitive  about  what  is  withheld  from  him.  Tusi  was  held 
in  great  esteem  by  the  Mongol  chief,  yet  he  agrees  with  ibn  Muqna1,  that  the 
closer  one  may  be  to  the  king,  the  greater  should  he  show  his  respect  to  him, 
so  much  so  that  if  the  king  calls  him  “brother,”  he  should  address  him  as 
“lord.” 


H 

SOURCE  OF  PRACTICAL  PHILOSOPHY 

According  to  Tusi,  the  Qur’anic  injunctions  relate  to  man  as  an  individual, 
as  a  member  of  a  family,  and  as  an  inhabitant  of  a  city  or  State.”  This  three¬ 
fold  division  is  evidently  suggestive  of  the  classification  of  practical  philosophy 
into  ethics,  domestics,  and  politics  by  Muslim  thinkers.  The  same  is  true  of  the 
content  of  these  sciences ;  but  it  is  no  less  true  that  later  on  these  disciplines 
were  considerably  broadened  under  the  influence  of  Plato  and  Aristotle. 
Shushtery’s  remark  that  “ethics  was  the  only  subject  in  which  the  East  did 
not  imitate  the  West,”  and  that  “the  only  influence  which  the  West  could 
bring  to  bear  upon  the  East  in  connection  with  this  subject,  was  the  method 
of  scientific  treatment,”38  is  more  true  of  domestics  and  politics,  where  Greek 
influence  is  least  traceable,  than  of  ethics  proper. 

I 

PSYCHOLOGY 

Instead  of  proving  the  existence  of  the  soul,  Tusi  starts  with  the  assumption 
that  it  is  a  self-evident  reality  and  as  such  it  needs  no  proof.  Nor  is  it  capable 
of  being  proved.  In  a  case  like  this,  reasoning  out  of  one’s  own  existence  is 
a  logical  impossibility  and  absurdity,  for  an  argument  presupposes  an  argu- 
mentator  and  a  subject  for  argument,  but  in  this  case  both  are  the  same,  viz., 
the  soul. 

Nature  of  the  Soul. — The  soul  is  a  simple,  immaterial  substance  which 
perceives  by  itself.  It  controls  the  body  through  the  muscles  and  sense-organs, 

**  AkMdq-i  Ndsiri,  p.  10. 

**  Outlines  of  Islamic  Culture,  Vol.  II,  p.  441. 
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but  is  itself  beyond  the  perception  of  the  bodily  instruments.  After  reproducing 
ibn  Miskawaih’s  arguments  for  the  incorporeality  of  the  soul  from  its  indivisi¬ 
bility,  its  power  of  assuming  fresh  forms  without  losing  the  previous  ones,  its 
conceiving  opposite  forms  at  one  and  the  same  time,  and  its  correcting  sense- 
illusions,40  Tusi  adds  two  of  his  own  arguments.  Judgments  of  logic,  physics, 
mathematics,  theology,  etc.,  all  exist  in  one  soul  without  intermingling,  and 
can  be  recalled  with  characteristic  clarity,  which  is  not  possible  in  a  material 
substance;  therefore,  soul  is  an  immaterial  substance.  Again,  physical  accom¬ 
modation  is  limited  and  finite,  so  that  a  hundred  persons-  cannot  be  accom¬ 
modated  at  a  place  meant  for  fifty  people,  but  this  is  not  true  of  the  soul. 
It  has,  so  to  say,  sufficient  capacity  to  accommodate  all  the  ideas  and  concepts 
of  the  objects  it  knows,  with  plenty  of  room  for  fresh  acquisition.11  This  too 
proves  that  the  soul  is  a  simple,  immaterial  substance. 

In  the  common  expression  “My  head,  my  ear,  my  eye,”  the  word  “my”42 
indicates  the  individuality  (huunyyah)  of  the  soul,  which  possesses  these 
organs,  and  not  its  incorporeality.  The  soul  does  require  a  body  as  a  means 
to  its  perfection,  but  it  is  not  what  it  is  because  of  its  having  a  body. 

Facilities  of  the  Soul. — To  the  vegetative,  animal,  and  human  soul  of  his 
predecessors,  Tusi  adds  an  imaginative  soul  which  occupies  an  intermediate 
position  between  the  animal  and  the  human  soul.  The  human  soul  is  charac¬ 
terized  with  intellect  (nutq)  which  receives  knowledge  from  the  first  intellect. 
The  intellect  is  of  two  kinds,  theoretical  and  practical,  as  conceived  by  Aristotle. 
Following  Kindi,  fusa  considers  the  theoretical  intellect  to  be  a  potentiality, 
the  realization  of  which  involves  four  stages,  viz.,  the  material  intellect  (‘aql-i 
hayvlani),  the  angelic  intellect  (‘aql-i  malaki),  the  active  intellect  (‘aql-i 
bi  al-fi‘l),  and  the  acquired  intellect  (‘aql-i  mustafad).  It  is  at  the  stage  of  the 
acquired  intellect  that  every  conceptual  form  potentially  contained  in  the 
soul  becomes  apparent  to  it,  like  the  face  of  a  man  reflected  in  a  mirror  held 
before  him.  The  practical  intellect,  on  the  other  hand,  is  concerned  with 
voluntary  and  purposive  action.  Its  potentialities  are,  therefore,  realized 
through  moral,  domestic,  and  political  action. 

The  imaginative  soul  is  concerned  with  sensuous  perceptions,  on  the  one 
hand,  and  with  rational  abstractions,  on  the  other,  so  that  if  it  is  united  with 
the  animal  soul,  it  becomes  dependent  upon  it,  and  decays  with  it.  But  if  it 
is  associated  with  the  human  soul,  it  becomes  independent  of  the  bodily 
organs,  and  shares  the  happiness  or  misery  of  the  soul  with  its  immortality. 
After  the  separation  of  the  soul  from  the  body,  a  trace  of  imagination  remains 


40  Tahdbib  al-AfcbUlq,  pp.  3-7. 

41  Tasavnuurdt,  p.  25. 

42  Every  body  belongs  to  a  soul,  according  to  this  argument.  In  modem  times, 
William  James  too  has  used  the  same  argument  to  prove  that  every  thought 
belongs  to  a  mind.  “It  seems  as  if  the  elementary  psychic  facts  were  not  thought, 
this  thought  or  that  thought,  but  my  thought,  every  thought  being  owned.” 
W.  James,  Psychology  (Briefer  Course),  p.  153. 
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in  its  form,  and  the  punishment  and  reward  of  the  human  soul  depend  upon 
this  trace  (hai’at )  of  w'hat  the  imaginative  soul  knew  or  did  in  this  world.43 

The  sensitive  and  calculative  imagination  of  Aristotle  apparently  constitutes 
the  structure  of  Tusi’s  imaginative  soul,  but  his  bringing  the  imaginative  soul 
into  relation  with  an  elaborate  theory  of  punishment  and  reward  in  the 
hereafter  is  his  own. 

As  a  matter  of  ‘tradition  handed  down  from  ibn  Sina  and  Ghazali,44  Tusi 
believes  in  the  localization  of  functions  in  the  brain.  He  has  located  common 
sense  (hiss-i  musktarak)  in  the  first  ventricle  of  the  brain,  perception  (musaw- 
wirah)  in  the  beginning  of  the  first  part  of  the  second  ventricle,  imagination, 
in  the  fore  part  of  the  third  ventricle,  and  memory  in  the  rear  part  of  the 
brain. 


J 


METAPHYSICS 

According  to  Tusi,  metaphysics  proper  consists  of  two  parts,  the  science  of 
divinity  (Hlm-i  Ilaki )  and  the  first  philosophy  ( falsajah-i  ula).  The  knowledge 
of  God,  intellects,  and  souls  constitutes  the  science  of  divinity,  and  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  universe  and  the  universal  constitutes  the  first  philosophy.  The 
knowledge  of  the  categories  of  unity  and  plurality,  necessity  and  contingency, 
essence  and  existence,  eternity  and  transitoriness  also  forms  part  of  the  latter. 
Among  the  accessories  (furu‘)  of  metaphysics  fall  the  knowledge  of  pro- 
phethood  (nubuwwat),  spiritual  leadership  (imamat ),  and  the  Day  of  Judgment 
(qiydmat).  The  range  of  the  subject  itself  suggests  that  metaphysics  is  “of 
the  essence  of  Islamic  philosophy  and  the  realm  of  its  chief  contribution 
to  the  history  of  ideas.”45 

God. — After  denying  the  logical  possibility  of  atheism  and  of  an  ultimate 
duality,  Tusi,  unlike  Farabi,  ibn  Miskawaih,  and  ibn  Sina,  argues  that  logic 
and  metaphysics  miserably  fall  short  of  proving  the  existence  of  God  on 
rational  grounds.  God  being  the  ultimate  cause  of  all  proofs,  and,  therefore, 
the  foundation  of  ail  logic  and  metaphysics,  is  Himself  independent  of  logical 
proof.  Like  the  fundamental  laws  of  formal  logic,  He  neither  requires  nor 
lends  Himself  to  proof.  He  is  an  a  priori,  fundamental,  necessary,  and  self- 
evident  principle  of  cosmic  logic,  and  His  existence  is  to  be  assumed  and 
postulated  rather  than  proved.  From  the  study  of  moral  life  as  well,  he  arrives 
at  a  similar  conclusion  and,  like  Kant  in  modem  times,  regards  the  existence 
of  God  as  a  fundamental  postulate  of  ethics. 

13  Tasawwurat,  p.  23. 

14  Ghazali  has  located  retention  (hafizah)  in  the  first  ventricle  (tajwif)  of  the 
fore  part  of  the  brain,  imagination  ( wahmiyyak )  in  the  middle  ventricle  of  the 
brain,  thought  (tafakkur)  in  the  middle  of  the  brain,  and  recollection  ftadhakkur ) 
in  the  rear  verticle  of  the  brain.  ( Mizan  al-'Amal,  p.  25.) 

45  Afnan,  op.  cit.,  p.  106. 
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Tusi  further  argues  that  proof  implies  perfect  comprehension  of  the  thing 
to  be  proved,  and  since  it  is  impossible  for  the  finite  man  to  comprehend  God 
in  His  entirety,  it  is  impossible  for  him  to  prove  His  existence.46 

Creatio  ex  nihilo. — Whether  the  world  is  eternal  (qadim)  or  was  created  by 
God  ex  nihilo  (hddith),  is  one  of  the  most  vexing  problems  of  Muslim  philosophy. 
Aristotle  advocated  the  eternity  of  the  world,  attributing  its  motion  to  the 
creation  of  God,  the  Prime  Mover,  fbn  Miskawaih  agreed  with  Aristotle  in 
regarding  God  as  the  creator  of  motion  but,  unlike  him,  reasoned  out  that  the 
world,  both  in  its  form  and  matter,  was  created  by  God  ex  nihilo.  Tusi  in  his 
Tasammirat  (written  during  the  period  of  Isma/ilite  patronage)  effects  a 
half-hearted  reconciliation  between  Aristotle  and  ibn  Miskawaih.  He  begins 
by  criticizing  the  doctrine  of  creatio  ex  nihilo.  The  view  that  there  was  a  time 
when  the  world  did  not  exist  and  then  God  created  it  out  of  nothing,  obviously 
implies  that  God  was  not  a  creator  before  the  creation  of  the  world  or  His 
creative  power  was  still  a  potentiality  which  was  actualized  later,  and  this  is 
a  downright  denial  of  His  eternal  creativity.  Logically,  therefore,  God  was 
always  a  creator  which  implied  the  existence  of  creation  or  world  with  Him. 
The  world,  in  other  words,  is  co-etemal  with  God.  Here  Tusi  closes  the  discus¬ 
sion  abruptly  with  the  remark  that  the  world  is  eternal  by  the  power  of  God 
who  perfects  it,  but  in  its  own  right  and  power,  it  is  created  (muhdath). 

In  a  later  work,  Fusul  (his  famous  and  much  commented  metaphysical 
treatise),  Tusi  abandons  the  above  position  altogether  and  supports  the 
orthodox  doctrine  of  creatio  ex  nihilo ,  without  any  reservation.  Classifying 
Being  into  the  necessary  and  the  possible,  he  argues  that  the  possible  depends 
for  its  existence  on  the  necessary;  and  since  it  exists  by  other  than  itself,  it 
cannot  be  assumed  in  a  state  of  existence,  for  the  creation  of  the  existent  is 
impossible  and  absurd.  And  that  which  is  not  in  existence  is  non-existent, 
and  so  the  Necessary  Being  creates  the  possible  out  of  nothing.  Such  a  process 
is  called  creation  and  the  existent,  the  created  (muhdath). 

Similarly,  in  Tasawwurat,  Tusi  agrees  with  ibn  Slna  that  from  one  nothing 
can  proceed  except  one,  and  following  this  principle  explains  the  emanation 
(sudur)  of  the  world  from  the  Necessary  Being  after  the  Neo-Platonic  fashion. 
In'  Risdleh-i  ‘ Aql ,  Risdleh-i  ‘Ilal  wa  Ma'HUat,  and  Sharh-i  Ishardt  too,  he 
supports,  both  logically  and  mathematically,  pluralization  in  the  creative 
process  taken  as  a  whole.  But  in  later  works,  Qawa’id  al-'Aqd’id,  Tajrxd 
al-'Aqd’id,  and  Fusul,  he  evidently  attacks  and  blows  up  the  very  foundation 
of  this  principle,  once  held  so  dearly  by  him.  The  reflection  of  the  first  intellect 
is  said  to  have  created  the  intellect,  soul,  and  body  of  the  first  sphere.  This 
position,  he  now  points  out,  obviously  implies  plurality  in  what  is  created  by 
the  first  intellect,  which  goes  against  the  principle  that  from  one  nothing  can 
proceed  exeept  one.  As  to  the  source  of  plurality,  he  further  argues  that  it 
exists  either  by  the  authority  of  God  or  without  His  authority.  If  it  exists  by 

“  Tasaumrurat,  p.  8. 
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the  authority  of  God,  then  there  is  no  doubt  that  it  has  come  from  God.  If,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  exists  without  the  authority  of  God,  that  would  mean  the 
setting  up  of  another  god  besides  God.17 

Again,  in  Tasawwurdt ,  Tusi  holds  the  view  that  God’s  reflection  is  equivalent 
to  creation  and  is  the  outcome  of  His  self-conscious  necessity.  But  in  Fusiil , 
he  abandons  this  position  as  well.  He  now  regards  God  as  a  free  creator  and 
blows  up  the  theory  of  creation  out  of  necessity.  If  God  creates  out  of 
necessity,  he  argues,  His  actions  should  spring  out  of  His  essence.  Thus,  if  a 
part  of  the  world  becomes  non-existent,  the  essence  of  God  should  also  pass 
into  nothingness;  for  the  cause  of  its  non-existence  is  conditioned  by  the 
non-existence  of  a  part  of  its  cause,  the  non-existence  of  which  is  further  deter¬ 
mined  by  the  non-existence  of  the  other  parts  of  its  cause  and  so  on.  And  since 
all  existents  depend  for  their  existence  on  the  necessity  of  God,  their  non¬ 
existence  ultimately  leads  to  the  non-existence  of  God  Himself.48 

K 

PROPHETHOOD 

After  establishing  freedom  of  the  will  and  resurrection  of  the  body,  Tusi 
proceeds  to  establish  the  necessity  of  prophethood  and  spiritual  leadership. 
Conflict  of  interests  coupled  with  individual  liberty  results  in  the  disintegration 
of  social  life,  and  this  necessitates  a  divine  Code  from  God  for  the  regulation 
of  human  affairs.  But  God  Himself  is  beyond  all  sensory  apprehension ;  there¬ 
fore,  He  sends  prophets  for  the  guidance  of  peoples.  This,  in  turn,  makes 
necessary  the  institution  of  spiritual  leadership  after  the  prophets  to  enforce 
the  divine  Code. 


L 

GOOD  AND  EVIL 

Good  and  evil  are  found  mixed  up  in  this  world.  The  obtrusiveness  of  evil  is 
inconsistent  with  the  benevolence  of  God.  To  avoid  this  difficulty,  Zoroastrians 
attributed  light  and  good  to  Yazdan  and  darkness  and  evil  to  Ahriman. 
But  the  existence  of  two  equal  and  independent  principles  itself  involves  a 
metaphysical  inconsistency.  Rejecting  the  view  on  this  ground,  Tusi  explains 
away  the  reality  and  objectivity  of  evil  with  the  enthusiasm  of  ibn  Sina,  his 
spiritual  progenitor. 

According  to  Tusi,  the  good  proceeds  from  God  and  the  evil  springs  up  as 
an  accident  (‘ard)  in  its  way.  The  good,  for  instance,  is  a  grain  of  wheat 
thrown  into  the  soil  and  watered,  so  that  it  grows  into  a  plant  and  yields  a 
rich  crop.  The  evil  is  like  the  foam  which  appears  on  the  surface  of  the  water. 
The  foam  evidently  comes  from  the  water-courses  and  not  from  the  water 

47  Fusiil,  p.  18. 

4*  Ibid,,  pp.  16-18. 
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itself.  Thus,  there  is  no  evil  principle  in  the  world,  but  as  an  accident  it  is  a 
necessary  concomitant  or  by-product  of  matter. 

In  the  human  world,  evil  is  occasioned  by  an  error  of  judgment  or  through 
a  misuse  of  the  divine  gift  of  free-will.  God  by  Himself  aims  at  universal  good, 
but  the  veils  of  the  senses,  imagination,  fancy,  and  thought  hang  before  our 
sight  and  cloud  the  mental  vision.  Thus,  prudence  fails  to  foresee  the  conse¬ 
quences  of  actions,  resulting  in  wrong  choice,  which  in  turn  begets  evil. 

Again,  our  judgment  of  evil  is  always  relative  and  metaphorical,  that  is,  it 
is  always  with  reference  to  something.  When,  for  instance,  fire  burns  a  poor 
man’s  cottage  or  flood  sweeps  away  a  village,  a  verdict  of  evil  is  invariably 
passed  on  fire  and  water.  But  in  reality  there  is  nothing  evil  in  fire  or  water; 
rather  their  absence  would  constitute  an  absolute  evil  in  comparison  to  the 
partial  evil  occasionally  caused  by  their  presence. 

Lastly,  evil  is  the  outcome  of  ignorance,  or  the  result  of  some  physical 
disability,  or  the  lack  of  something  which  provides  for  the  good.  The  absence 
of  day  is  night,  the  lack  of  wealth  is  poverty,  and  the  absence  of  good  is  evil. 
In  essence,  therefore,  evil  is  the  absence  of  something — a  negative,  not  a 
positive  something.49 

To  the  question  why  a  finite  sin  is  dealt  with  infinite  punishment  by  God, 
Tusi  replies  that  it  is  a  mistake  to  attribute  either  reward  or  punishment  to 
God.  Just  as  the  virtuous,  by  nature  and  necessity,  deserve  eternal  bliss 
and  happiness,  so  the  vicious  by  nature  and  necessity  deserve  eternal  punish¬ 
ment  and  despair. 


M 

LOGIC 

On  logic,  his  works  include  Asds  al-lqtibd.s,  Shark -i  Mantiq  al-Ishdrdt, 
Ta'dll  al-Mi'ydr,  and  Tajrid  fi  al-Mantiq.  The  first  of  these  gives  a  comprehen¬ 
sive  and  lucid  account  of  the  subject  in  Persian  on  the  lines  of  ibn  Sink’s 
logic  in  al-Siifd’. 

Tusi  regards  logic  both  as  a  science  and  as  an  instrument  of  science.  As  a 
science,  it  aims  at  the  cognition  of  meanings  and  that  of  the  quality  of  the 
meanings  cognized;  as  an  instrument,  it  is  the  key  to  the  understanding  of 
different  sciences.  When  knowledge  of  meanings  as  well  as  of  the  quality  of 
meanings  becomes  so  ingrained  in  the  mind  that  it  no  longer  requires  the 
exercise  of  thought  and  reflection,  the  science  of  logic  becomes  a  useful  art 
(fan' at),  freeing  the  mind  from  misunderstanding,  on  the  one  hand,  and  per- 
slexitv,  on  the  other.50 

Having  defined  logic,  Tusi,  like  ibn  Sina,  begins  with  a  brief  discussion  of 
.he  theory  of  knowledge.  All  knowledge  is  either  a  concept  (tasawvnir)  or  a 
udgment  (tasdiq)\  the  former  is  acquired  through  definition  and  the  latter 

49  Tasauntnirit,  p.  44. 

49  Axels  al-Iqtibdg,  p.  5 
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through  syllogism.  Thus,  definition  and  syllogism  are  the  two  instruments 
with  which  knowledge  is  acquired. 

Unlike  Aristotle,  ibn  Sina  had  divided  all  syllogisms  into  the  copulative 
(iqtirdni)  and  the  exceptive  ( istithna’i ).  Tusi  has  followed  this  division  and 
elaborated  it  in  his  own  way.  His  logical  works  are  Aristotelian  in  general 
outline,  but  he  mentions  four51  instead  of  three  syllogistic  figures;  and  the 
source  of  this  fourth  figure  is  found  neither  in  the  Organon  of  Aristotle  nor  in 
any  of  the  logical  works  of  ibn  Sina.52 


N 

REVIEW 

Tusi,  as  we  have  already  seen,  owes  his  ethics  to  ibn  Miskawaih  and  politics 
to  Farabi;  but  neither  of  them  reaches  the  depth  and  the  extent  of  ibn  Sina’s 
influence  over  him.  Tusi’s  logic,  metaphysics,  psychology,  domestics,  and 
dogmatics — all  are  substantially  borrowed  from  him.  Besides,  his  long  though 
casual  connection  with  the  Nizari  Isma'ilites  also  influenced  his  ethical, 
psychological,  and  metaphysical  speculations.  Historically'  speaking,  his 
position  is  mainly  that  of  a  revivalist.  But  from  the  standpoint  of  the  history 
of  culture,  even  the  revival  of  the  philosophical  and  scientific  tradition,  specially 
in  an  era  of  political  and  intellectual  decline,  though  marked  by  tiresome 
erudition  and  repetition,  is  no  less  important  than  origination,  inasmuch  as 
it  prepares  the  ground  for  the  intellectual  rebirth  of  a  nation. 
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Shushtery,  Outlines  of  Islamic  Culture,  Bangalore,  1938;  R.  Levy,  The  Sociology  of 
Islam,  2  Vols.,  London,  1933;  R.  Briffault,  The  Making  of  Humanity,  London, 
1919 ;  D.  M.  Donaldson,  Studies  in  Muslim  Ethics,  London.  1953 ;  P.  K.  Hitti,  History 
of  the  Arabs,  London,  1958;  T.  W.  Arnold  and  A.  Gillaume  (Eds.),  The  Legacy  of 
Islam,  London,  1952 ;  Aristotle,  Nichomachean  Ethics,  tr.  D.  P.  Chase,  Oxford,  1 847 ; 
E.G.  Brown e,  Literary  History  of  Persia,  4  Vols.,  London,  1906-28;  Encyclopaedia 
of  Islam,  London,  1908-38;  M.  M.  Sharif.  Muslim  Thought:  Its  Origin  and 
Achievements,  Lahore,  1951;  T.  J.  de  Boer,  The  History  of  Philosophy  in  Islam,  tr. 
E.  R.  Jones,  London,  1903. 


51  Ibid.,  p.  379. 

52  Afnan,  op.  cil.,  p.  101. 
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Chapter  XXX 
AL-GHAZALI 

METAPHYSICS 

A 

INTRODUCTION 

Al-Ghazali  occupies  a  position  unique  in  the  history  of  Muslim  religious 
and  philosophical  thought  by  whatever  standard  we  may  judge  him :  breadth 
of  learning,  originality,  or  influence.  He  has  been  acclaimed  as  the  Proof  of 
Islam  (hujjat  al-Isldm ),  the  Ornament  of  Faith  ( zain  al-din )  and  the  Renewer 
of  Religion  (mujaddid).1  Al-Subki  (d.  771/1370)  went  so  far  in  his  estimation 
of  him  as  to  claim  that  if  there  had  been  a  prophet  after  Muhammad,  al- 
Ghazali  would  have  been  the  man.2  To  be  sure  he  gathered  in  his  own  person 
all  the  significant  intellectual  and  religious  movements  of  his  time  and  lived 
over  again  in  the  inwardness  of  his  soul  the  various  spiritual  phases  developed 
by  Islam.  He  was  in  turn  a  canon-lawyer  and  a  scholastic,  a  philosopher  and  a 
sceptic,  a  mystic  and  a  theologian,  a  traditionist  and  a  moralist.  His  position 
as  a  theologian  of  Islam  is  undoubtedly  the  most  eminent.  Through  a  living 
synthesis  of  his  creative  and  energetic  personality,  he  revitalized  Muslim 
theology  and  reorientated  its  values  and  attitudes.  His  combination  of  spiri¬ 
tualization  and  fundamentalism  in  Islam  had  such  a  marked  stamp  of  Ids 
powerful  personality  that  it  has  continued  to  be  accepted  by  the  community 
since  his  time.  His  outlook  on  philosophy  is  characterized  by  a  remarkable 
originality  which,  however,  is  more  critical  than  constructive.  In  his  works 
on  philosophy  one  is  struck  by  a  keen  philosophical  acumen  and  penetration 
with  which  he  gives  a  clear  and  readable  exposition  of  the  views  of  the 
philosophers,  the  subtlety  and  analyticity  with  which  he  criticizes  them,  and 
the  candour  and  open-mindedness  with  which  he  accepts  them  whenever  he 
finds  them  to  be  true.  Nothing  frightened  him  nor  fascinated  him,  and  through 
an  extraordinary  independence  of  mind,  he  became  a  veritable  challenge  to  the 

1  For  al-Ghazall’s  role  as  a  renewer  of  religion,  cf.  abu  al-Hasan  ‘Ali,  Tarikh-i 
Da'wat-u  ‘Azimat,  Azamgarh,  1375/1955,  Parti,  pp.  111-81  (Urdu);  Shihli  Nn‘mani. 
al-Ghazali,  Lahore,  1956,  pp.  279-352  (Urdu).  Cf.  also  A.  W.  Zuhuri  (Tr.  and  Comp.), 
Makatib-i  Imam  Ghazali  (Letters  of  Imam  Ghazali),  Karachi,  1949  (Urdu).  See  al- 
Munqidh,  English  translation  by  W.  Montgomery  Watt  in  his  Faith  and  Practice  of 
al-Ghazali,  London,  1953,  p.  75.  All  references  to  al-Munqidh  are  to  this  translation 
unless  mentioned  otherwise. 

2  Al-Subki  (Taj  al-Dln),  Tabaqat  al- Shall  imiah  al-Kubra,  Cairo,  1324/1906, 
Vol.  IV,  p.  101.  See  also  note  No.  10,  below. 
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philosophies  of  Aristotle  and  Plotinus  and  to  their  Muslim  representatives 
before  him,  al-Farabi  and  ibn  Sina.  The  main  trends  of  the  religious  and 
philosophical  thought  of  al-Ghazali,  however,  come  close  to  the  temper  of  the 
modern  mind.  The  champions  of  the  modern  movement  of  religious  empiricism, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  that  of  logical  positivism,  on  the  other,  paradoxical 
though  it  may  seem,  would  equally  find  comfort  in  his  works.  The  teachings 
of  this  remarkable  figure  of  Islam  pertaining  either  to  religion  or  philosophy, 
either  constructive  or  critical,  cannot,  however,  be  fully  understood  without 
knowing  the  story  of  his  life  with  some  measure  of  detail,  for,  in  his  case, 
life  and  thought  were  one:  rooted  in  his  own  personality.  Whatever  he 
thought  and  wrote  came  with  the  living  reality  of  his  own  experience. 

B 

LIFE3 

Abu  Hamid  Muhammad  ibn  Muhammad  ibn  Muhammad  ibn  Ta’us  Ahmad 
al-Tusi  al-Shafi‘i.  generally  known  simply  by  his  nisbak  al-Ghazali.*1 5  was  born 
in  450/1058  at  Tabaran,  one  of  the  two  townships  of  Tus,  now  in  ruins  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  modern  Meshed  in  Khurasan. 

Al-Ghazali  was  not  the  first  scholar  of  distinction  in  his  family:  there  had 
been  another  abu  Hamid  al-Ghazali  (d.  435/1043),  his  grand-uncle,  who  was 
a  theologian  and  jurisconsult  of  great  repute,6  possibly  a  model  which  he 
might  have  set  before  him  in  his  ambitious  youth.  But  he  was  early  exposed 
to  Sufistic  influences.  His  own  father  was  a  pious  dervish  who  according  to 
al-Subki  would  not  eat  anything  but  what  he  could  earn  with  his  own  hands 

3  The  principal  sources  for  the  life  of  al-Ghazali  are  his  autobiographical  al- 
Munqidh ,  S.  Murtada,  Ittib/lj  al-Sadah,  Cairo,  1311/1893,  Vol.  I  (Introduction) 
pp.  2-53,  and  al-Subki,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  101-82.  For  the  account  of  al- 
Ghazali’s  life  in  English,  cf.  D.  B.  Macdoland,  “Life  of  al-Ghazzali  with  Special 
Reference  to  His  Religious  Experience,”  Journal  of  the  American  Oriental  Society , 
Vol. XX,  1899,  pp.  71-132  (Important);  M.  Smith,  al-Ghazali:  The  Mystic,  London, 
1944,  Part  I,  pp.  9-104;  W.  H.  T.  Gairdner,  An  Account  of  Ghazzali’s  Life  and 
Works,  Madras,  1919;  S.  M.  Zwemer,  A  Moslem  Seeker  after  God,  London,  1920. 
An  account  in  Urdu  can  be  found  in  Shibli  Nu‘mani,  op.  cit.,  pp.  19-73;  M.  Hanif 
Nadawi,  Afkdr-i  Ghazali.  Lahore,  1956,  Introduction,  pp.  3-113;  ‘Abd  al-Salam 
Nadawi,  Hukama'-i  Islam,  Azamgarh,  1953,  pp.  386-408. 

4  Known  as  Algazel,  sometimes  as  Abuhamet  to  Medieval  Europe.  Some  of  the 
Western  scholars  even  now  use  Algazel  (e.g.  Bertrand  Russell,  History  of  Western 
Philosophy,  London,  1946,  p.  477)  or  its  other  varients  al-Gazal,  Algazali,  Gazali, 
etc.  Whether  al-Ghazali  should  be  spelt  with  double  or  single  “Z”  has  been  a 
matter  of  long  and  strong  dispute.  More  general  practice  both  with  the  contem¬ 
porary  Muslim  writers  and  the  Orientalists  now  is  to  use  single  “Z”.  Cf.  Hanif 
Nadawi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  3-6;  D.  B.  Macdonald,  “The  Name  Al-Ghazzali.”  Journal  of 
the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  1902,  pp.  18-22;  S.M.  Zwemer,  op.  cit.,  pp.  63-65,  140-43. 

5  Known  thereafter  as  al-Ghazali  al-Kabir.  He  is  reported  to  have  taught 

canon-law  ( Fiqh )  to  al-Farmadhi,  the  Sufi  guide  of  our  own  al-Ghazali:  cf.  Mac¬ 
donald,  “Life  of  al-Ghazali  .  .  .”  JAOS,  p.  126;  also  al-Subki,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  36. 
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and  spend  as  much  time  as  he  could  in  the  company  of  the  divines.  Early  left 
as  an  orphan,  al-Ghazali  was  brought  up  and  educated  by  a  pious  Sufi  friend 
of  his  father  along  with  Iris  brother  who  later  made  a  mark  as  a  great  mystic. 
While  still  a  boy  al-Ghazali  began  the  study  of  theology  and  canon-law,  with 
the  express  desire  for  wealth  and  reputation  as  he  himself  has  acknowledged6 
first  in  his  native  town  under  Shaikh  Ahmad  ibn  Muhammad  al-Radhkhani 
al-Tusi  and  then  at  Jurjan  under  the  Imam  abu  Nasr  al-Isma'Ili. 

After  his  return  from  Jurjan  he  sta3'ed  for  a  while  in  Tus  and  possibly 
during  this  period  studied  Sufism  under  Yusuf  al-Nassaj  and  perhaps  even 
undertook  some  of  the  Sufistic  exercises.  At  the  age  of  about  twenty  he 
proceeded  to  the  Nizamiyyah  Academy  of  Nishapur  to  study  under  abu 
al-Ma‘ali  al-Juwaini  known  as  Imam  al-Haramain,  the  most  distinguished 
Ash'arite  theologian  of  the  day,  only  fourth  from  al-Ash‘ari  himself  in  an 
apostolic  succession  of  the  Asjfarite  teachers.  The  curriculum  of  the  Academy 
included  a  wide  range  of  subjects  such  as  theology,  canon-law,  philosophy, 
logic,  dialectics,  natural  sciences,  Sufism,  etc.  Imam  al-Haramain  allowed  full 
freedom  of  thought  and  expression  to  his  pupils;  they  were  encouraged  to 
engage  in  debates  and  discussions  of  all  kinds.  Al-Ghazali  gave  early  proof  of 
great  learning  and  also  of  a  tendency  towards  philosophizing.  Imam  al- 
Haramain  described  him  as  “a  plenteous  ocean  to  be  drowned”  and  comparing 
him  with  two  other  pupils  of  his  observed;  “al-Khawafi’s  strong  point  is  veri¬ 
fication,  al-Ghazali’s  is  speculation,  and  al-Kiya’s  is  explanation.”7  In  his 
debates  with  other  students  he  showed  great  suppleness  of  mind  and  a  gift 
for  polemics.  Not  long  afterwards  he  began  to  lecture  to  his  fellow-students 
and  to  write  books.  But  al-Ghazali  was  one  of  those  rare  minds  whose  originality 
is  not  crushed  by  their  learning.  He  was  a  born  critic  and  possessed  great 
independence  of  thought.  It  was  verily  during  his  studentship  at  the  Nizamiy¬ 
yah  Academy  of  Nishapur  that  he  became  impatient  of  dogmatic  teaching 
and  freed  himself  from  the  bondage  of  authority  ( taqlid, )  and  even  showed  the 
signs  of  scepticism. 

During  his  stay  at  Nishapur,  he  also  became  a  disciple  to  the  Bull  abu  ‘Ali 
al-Fadl  ibn  Muhammad  ibn  ‘Ali  al-Farmadhi  al-Tusi,  a  pupil  of  al-Ghazali’s 
own  uncle  and  of  the  reputed  al-Qushairi  (d.  465/1074).  From  al-Farmadhi 
al-Ghazali  learnt  more  about  the  theory  and  practice  of  Sufism.  He  even 
practised  rigorous  ascetic  and  Sufistic  exercises  under  his  guidance  but  not 
to  the  desired  effect.  As  he  himself  narrates,  he  could  not  attain  to  that  stage 
where  the  mystics  begin  to  receive  pure  inspiration  from  “high  above.”8  So  he 
did  not  feel  quite  settled  down  in  his  mind.  On  the  one  hand,  he  felt  philo¬ 
sophically  dissatisfied  with  the  speculative  systems  of  the  scholastic  theologians 
and  could  not  accept  anything  on  authority,  on- the  other,  the  Sufistic  practices 

*  Cf.  al-Subki,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  IV,  p.  102. 

7  Ibid.,  pp.  103,  106. 

8  Cf.  ibn  Khallikan.  Wafayat  al-A‘yan  (English  trans.  by  de  Slane),  Paris, 
1842-1871,  Vol.  II,  p.  122. 
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also  failed  to  make  any  definite  impression  on  him  for  he  had  not  received 
any  sure  results.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  the  increasing  attraction 
of  the  Sufistic  teaching,  with  its  insistence  upon  a  direct  personal  experience 
of  God,  added  to  al-Ghazali’s  critical  dissatisfaction  with  dogmatic  theology’. 

Al-Farmadhi  died  in  477/1084,  and  Imam  al-Haramain  in  478/1085.  AI- 
Ghaza'i  was  then  in  his  twenty-eighth  year,  ambitious  and  energetic;  the  fame 
of  his  learning  had  already  spread  in  the  Islamic  world.  He  betook  himself 
to  the  Court  of  Nizam  al-Mulk,  the  great  vizier  of  the  Saljuq  sovereign 
Malikshah  (r.  405/1072-485/1092)  and  joined  his  retinue  of  canonists  and 
theologians.  Nizam  al-Mulk  by’  his  munificent  patronage  of  scholarship,  science, 
and  arts  had  gathered  round  him  a  brilliant  galaxy  of  savants  and  learned  men. 
He  used  to  hold  frequent  assemblies  for  debate  and  discussion  and  al-Ghazali 
soon  made  his  mark  at  these  and  was  conspicuous  for  his  skill  in  debate. 

Al-Ghazali’s  profound  knowledge  of  Muslim  law,  theology,  and  philosophy 
so  much  impressed  Nizam  al-Mulk  that  he  appointed  him  to  the  Chair 
of  Theology  in  the  Nizamiyyah  Academy  (established  458-60/1065-67)  at 
Baghdad  in  484/1091.  He  was  then  only  thirty-four.  This  was  most  coveted 
of  all  the  honours  in  the  then  Muslim  world  and  one  which  had  not  previously 
been  conferred  on  anyone  at  so  early  an  age. 

As  a,  professor  in  the  Academy,  al-Ghazali  was  a  complete  success;  the 
excellence  of  his  lectures,  the  extent  of  his  learning,  and  the  lucidity  of  his 
explanations  attracted  larger  and  larger  classes  including  the  chief  savants 
of  the  time.  Soon  all  Islam  acclaimed  his  eloquence,  erudition,  and  dialectical 
skill  and  he  came  to  be  lookod  upon  as  the  greatest  theologian  in  the  Aslfarite 
tradition.  His  advice  began  to  be  sought  in  matters  religious  and  political,  and 
he  came  to  wield  influence  comparable  to  that  of  the  highest  officials  of  the 
State.  Apparently,  he  attained  to  all  the  glory  that  a  scholar  could  by  way 
of  worldly  success,  but  inwardly  he  began  to  undergo  an  intellectual  and 
spiritual  crisis.9 


”  It  may  be  recalled  that  not  only  theology  but  medicine  and  philosophy  were 
also  taught  at  Baghdad  and  the  school  of  Baghdad  from  the  first  was  characterized 
by  its  scientific  spirit  and  freedom  of  thought.  The  city  of  Baghdad  had  more  than 
thirty -five  libraries  for  the  use  of  scholars  and  the  place  attracted  all  sorts  of  people 
belonging  to  different  sects  and  schools.  A  few  generations  back  there  flourished 
the  association  of  the  Ikhwan  al-Safa;  its  meetings  were  attended  by  abu  al-‘Ala’ 
aI-Ma‘arri,  said  to  be  the  arch-heretic  in  Islam  who  died  (at  the  age  of  84)  only  a 
year  before  al-Ghazali  was  born.  Al-Qushairi  the  teacher  of  Farmadhi,  yet  himself 
a  pupil  of  al-‘Ash‘ari  in  theology,  died  in  465/1074  when  al-Ghazali  was  a  boy  of 
seventeen,  but  then  probably  this  is  also  the  date  of  the  death  of  Nasir-i  Khusrau. 
the  Isma'ili  propagandist  and  philosopher.  ‘Umar  Khayyam  (d.  c.  517/1123),  the 
great  mathematician,  astronomer,  and  the  agnostic  philosopher  (the  Lucretius 
and  the  Voltaire  of  Islam  in  one),  enjoyed  with  al-Ghazali  the  patronage  of  Nizam 
al-Mulk.  Only  a  year  after  al-Ghazali’s  appointment  in  the  Nizamiyyah  Academy, 
Nizam  al-Mulk  died  (485/1092)  as  the  first  victim  of  the  Isma'ili  assassins  headed 
by  al-Hasan  ibn  al-Sabbah  (483/1090-518/1124) — the  second  victim  was  no  less 
than  the  king  himself  (Malikshah)  only  after  an  interval  of  thirty -five  days. 
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His  old  doubts  and  scepticism  began  to  assail  him  once  again  and  he  became 
highly  critical  of  the  very  subjects  that  he  taught.  He  keenly  felt  the  hollowness 
of  the  meticulous  spinning  of  casuistry  of  the  canon-lawyers.10  The  systems  of 
the  scholastic  theologians  ( Mutakallimin )  had  no  intellectual  certainty,  for  they 
depended  entirely  on  the  acceptance  of  their  initial  dogmatic  assumptions  on 
authority.  He  denounced  their  over-emphasis  on  the  doctrinal,  for  it  led  to  a 
faulty  representation  of  religion  by  reducing  it  to  a  mere  mould  of  orthodoxy 
and  catechism  of  dogmas.  The  disputes  of  the  scholastics  amongst  themselves 
he  considered  as  mere  dialectical  logomachies  which  had  no  real  relation  with 
religious  life.11  Al-Ghazali  turned  once  again  to  the  study  of  philosophy,  tills 
time  as  diligently  and  as  comprehensively  as  he  could,12  but  found,  like  Kant, 
that  it  was  impossible  to  build  theology  on  reason  alone.  Reason  was  good 
so  far  as  it  went,  but  it  could  not  go  very  far.  The  Ultimate,  the  Supreme  Truth, 
could  not  be  reached  through  it.  Becoming  keenly  aware  of  the  theological 
limitations  of  reason,  he  fell  into  a  state  of  scepticism  and  lost  his  peace  of 
mind.  The  hypocrisy  of  his  orthodox  teaching  became  unbearable  and  he 
found  himself  to  be  in  a  false  position. 

But  all  was  not  lost:  he  had  some  assurances  that  he  could  be  delivered 
from  this  state  of  despair  through  the  Sufi  way.  It  was  not  that  he  now 
discovered  that  in  Sufism  lay  the  possibility  for  a  direct  encounter  with 
reality;  this  fact  he  had  been  realizing  over  a  period  of  years.  He  had  made 
a  theoretical  study  of  Sufism  and  had  even  ventured  into  Sufistic  exercises ; 
only  he  had  not  advanced  far  enough  into  them.  If  he  could  consecrate  himself 
to  the  Sufistic  way  of  life  through  spiritual  renunciation,  sustained  asceticism, 
and  prolonged  and  deep  meditation,  he  might  have  received  the  light  he 
sought.  But  this  meant  in  his  case  giving  up  his  brilliant  academic  career 
and  worldly  position.  He  was  by  nature  ambitious  and  had  great  desire  for 
fame  and  self-glorification.  On  the  other  hand,  he  was  the  most  earnest  seeker 
after  truth.  Besides,  he  had  the  anxiety  to  reach  a  secure  faith  which  was 
accentuated  by  his  thought  of  life  after  death.  He  remained  in  the  throes  of 
a  severe  moral  conflict  and  in  a  spiritual  travail  for  about  six  months  beginning 
from  Rajab  488/July  1095.  He  collapsed  physically  and  mentally;  appetite 
and  digestion  failed  and  he  lost  his  power  of  speech.  This  made  it  easy  for  him 


10  He  was  himself  a  master  of  the  canon-law  and  compiled  works  of  the  very 
highest  order  on  it,  e.g.,  al-Wajiz,  al-Basit,  al-Wasit,  al-Mustasfa,  etc..  According 
to  Sayyid  Murtada  (d.  1206/1791),  al-Wajiz  was  commented  on  by  later  scholars 
for  about  seventy  times  and  that  had  al-Ghazali  been  a  prophet  he  could  have 
claimed  this  work  as  his  miracle.  Al-Ghazali  on  his  part  considered  canon -law  only 
to  be  ‘ ilm  al-mu'amalah  (knowledge  dealing  with  practical  affairs  of  life)  and  not 
Him  al-mukashajah  (gnosis  of  Ultimate  Reality);  cf.  M.  Hanif  Nadawi,  op.  cit.,  pp. 
92-111. 

11  For  al-Ohazaii’s  criticism  of  Kalam,  cf.  his  Iljam  aI-‘Awamm  ‘an  ‘Ilm  al- 
Kalam  and  Risalah  ft  al-Wa‘z'iva  al  l'tiqad.  He,  however,  approved  of  Kalam 
to  explain  and  defend  faith;  cf.  his  al-Iqtisad  fi  al-I‘tiqad. 

12  See  note  No.  29  below. 
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to  renounce  his  post  as  a  professor.  He  left  Baghdad  in  Dhn  al-Qa‘dah  488/ 
November  1095,  ostensibly  on  a  pilgrimage  to  Mecca;  actually  he  went  into 
seclusion  to  practise  the  ascetic  and  religious  discipline  of  the  Sufis  in  order 
to  secure  certainty  for  his  mind  and  peace  for  his  soul.  He  gave  away  all  his 
fortune  except  some  “trust  funds”  to  maintain  his  family  and  proceeded  to 
Syria. 

For  two  years  from  488/1095  to  490/1097  he  remained  in  strict  retirement  in 
one  of  the  minarets  of  the  mosque  of  the  Umayyads  in  Damascus,  undergoing 
most  rigorous  ascetic  discipline  and  performing  religious  exercises.  He  moved 
to  Jerusalem  for  another  period  of  meditation  in  the  mosque  of  ‘Umar  and 
the  Dome  of  the  Rock.  After  having  paid  his  visit  to  the  tomb  of  Abraham 
at  Hebron,  he  went  on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca  and  Medina;  then  followed  a  long 
period  of  retreat  at  different  places  in  holy  shrines  and  mosques  and  wandering 
in  deserts.13  After  eleven  years  the  life  of  a  wandering  dervish  and  scholar 
came  to  an  end  and  he  finally  returned  to  his  native  town,  Tus,  in  499/1 105. 14 

Of  his  inner  spiritual  experiences  in  their  experimental  actuality,  after  he 
left  Baghdad,  al  Ghazali  tells  us  almost  nothing  except  that  there  were  revealed 
to  him  in  his  periods  of  solitude  things  innumerable  and  unfathomable. 
Apparently,  these  experiences  culminated  in  his  acknowledgment  of  the 
authority  of  the  Prophet  and  the  complete  submission  to  the  truth  revealed 
in  the  Qur’an.  The  first  public  sign  of  his  recovery  to  orthodoxy  is  perhaps 
al-Risalah  al-Qudsiyyah,  written  during  his  retreat  in  Jerusalem,  where  in  all 
probability  he  was  before  492/1099,  for  in  Sha‘ban  of  that  year  Jerusalem 
was  captured  by  the  Crusaders.  This  has  been  inserted  as  Qawa  id  al-‘Aqa’id 
in  the  third  chapter  of  the  second  book  of  his  massive  magnum  opus  Ihya,’ 
‘Ulurn  al-Dln  (The  Revivification  of  the  Sciences  of  Religion)  in  which  he 
began  to  set  down  what  he  had  learnt  through  his  long  periods  of  self-discipline 
and  meditation.16  During  his  wanderings  he  not  only  kept  on  writing  other 

13  He  is  also  reported  to  have  gone  to  Egypt  visiting  Cairo  and  Alexandria. 
There  is  a  good  deal  of  uncertainty  about  the  various  places  that  he  visited  and 
the  time  and  order  of  his  journeyings  (except  the  first  two  years  of  his  stay  in  Syria). 
These  extensive  travels  must  have  added  considerably  to  his  experience  of  life  in 
general,  to  his  first-hand  contact  with  the  cultures  of  many  lands,  and  to  his  involve¬ 
ment  with  other  religions — hence  his  humanism.  For  his  understanding  of  Christian 
religion  and  involvement  with  it,  cf.  J.  W.  Sweetman,  Islam  and  Christian  Theology, 
London,  1955,  Part  II,  Vol.  I,  pp.  22-23,  262-309;  also  L.  Massignon  in  Revue  des 
Rtudes  islamiques ,  1933. 

14  The  period  of  al-Ghazalx’s  rather  unduly  long  retreat  coincides  with  the  time 
when  Barkiyaruq  ruled  as  the  great  Saljuq.  In  the  civil  war  between  Barkiyaruq 
and  his  uncle  Tutush,  al-Ghazali  is  reported  to  have  sided  with  the  cause  of  the 
latter.  To  this  may  be  added  the  fact  that  in  Syria  where  al-Ghazali  spent  some 
years  Tutugh  (r.  487/1094—488/1095)  and  his  sons  were  the  kings  (488/1095- 
511/1117).  All  this  is  strongly  suggestive  of  some  possible  political  complications. 
Cf.  Macdonald,  JAOS,  pp.  71-132. 

15  An  analytical  account  of  the  contents  of  Ihya.’  can  be  found  in  D.  M.  Donald¬ 
son’s  Studies  in  Muslim  Ethics,  London,  1953,  pp.  159-65.  Cf.  also  Encyclopaedia 
of  Religion  and  Ethics,  London,  1953,  Yol.  V,  pp.  508a,  509b.  A  large  part  of  Ihya’ 
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books  besides  Ihya’  but  also  resumed  teaching  from  time  to  time.  He  keenly 
felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  crush  heresy  and  unbelief  around  him  and  to 
call  people  back  to  the  truth  and  moral  power  of  Islam,  both  through  writing 
and  teaching :  he  virtually  assumed  the  role  of  a  moral  and  religious  reformer. 
He  began  to  devote  himself  more  and  more  to  the  study  of  the.traditions  of  the 
Prophet  and  make  an  extensive  use  of  them  for  the  purposes  of  edification  and 
spiritual  guidance. 

On  his  return  to  Tus  he  once  again  gave  himself  to  the  life  of  retirement 
and  contemplation,  but  very  soon  Fakhr  al-Mulk,  the  son  of  his  old  patron, 
Nizam  al-Mulk,  who  was  the  vizier  to  Sultan  Sanjar,  urged  him  to  accept  the 
chair  of  theology  at  the  Maimunah  Nizamiyyah  College  at  Nishapur  which  he 
did  after  some  hesitation  in  Dhu  al-Qa‘dah  499/ August  li06.  But  he  did  not 
stay  there  long  and  retired  once  more  to  his  home  in  Tus  and  established  a 
madrasah  at  which  he  began  to  teach  both  theology  and  tasawwuf.  At  the 
instance  of  the  learned  and  the  common  people  of  Baghdad  he  was  once  again 
summoned  by  the  Grand  Vizier  al-Sa‘id  to  take  up  teaching  in  the  old  Nizamiy¬ 
yah  Academy  of  Baghdad  but  al-Ghazali  chose  to  remain  at  Tus.  There  he 
lived  in  peace  with  some  personal  disciples  having  charge  of  his  madrasah. 
Every  moment  was  filled  with  study  and  devotion  till  his  death  on  the  14th 
of  Jurnada  II  505/the  19th  of  December  1111.  It  was  a  beautifully  complete 
and  round  life  in  which  the  end  came  to  the  beginning. 

C 

METHOD 

The  most  important  thing  about  al-Ghazali’s  system  of  thought  is  its 
method  which  may  be  described  as  that  of  the  courage  to  know  and  the 
courage  to  doubt.  The  best  expression  of  it  is  given  in  his  famous  autobio¬ 
graphical  work,  al-Munqidh  min  al-Daldl  (The  Deliverer  from  Error),  which 
he  wrote  some  five  years  before  his  death.16  In  al-Munqidh  al-Ghazali  makes 

has  also  been  analysed  by  Miguel  Asin  Palacios  in  his  Algazel,  dogmatica,  moral , 
asetica,  Zaragoza,  1901.  Ihya'  is  divided  into  four  parts  each  comprising  ten  books. 
Part  III,  Book  ii;  Part  II,  Book  vii;  Part  IV,  Book  vi,  have  been  translated  into 
English  by  D.  B.  Macdonald,  in  his  Religious  Attitude  and  Life  in  Islam,  Chicago, 
1909,  Lectures  vii-x;  Journal  of  Royal  Asiatic  Society ,  1901-1902,  and  Encyclo¬ 
paedia  of  Religion  and  Ethics,  Vol.  II,  pp.  677-80,  respectively.  Translation  of 
some  of  the  extracts  from  Parts  III  and  IV  can  also  be  found  in  Syed  Nawab  Ali’s 
Some  Moral  and  Religious  Teachings  of  al-Ghazzali.  Lahore,  1946,  pp.  28-133. 
Hans  Bauer  has  made  a  German  translation  of  some  of  the  “Books”  of  Ihya' ;  cf. 
his  Islamische  Ethik  (Three  Parts),  Halle,  1916,  1917,  1922.  For  a  complete  Urdu 
translation  of  Ihya’,  cf.  M.  Ahsan,  Madhaq  al-‘Arifin,  4  Vols.,  Lucknow,  1955 
(seventh  edition). 

16  Al-Munqidh  min  al-Daldl  as  an  autobiographical  work  is  unique  in  the  whole 
of  Arabic  literature  for  “the  keenness  and  the  fullness  of  its  self-revelation.”  It  is 
the  most  often  referred  to  book  and  has  been  translated  and  edited  a  number  of 
times;  C.  Brockelmann  in  his  Arabische  Litteratur,  Weimar,  1899,  Vol.  I,  pp.  419- 
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a  critical  examination  of  the  methods  of  the  various  schools  of  thought  current 
in  his  time  in  a  manner  closely  similar  to  that  of  Descartes’  (d.  1060/1650)  in 
his  Discours  de  la  methode  (1047/1637). 

All  kinds  of  knowledge,  al-Ghazali  held,  should  be  investigated  and  nothing 
should  be  considered  dangerous  or  hostile.  For  himself  he  said  that  he  had 
embarked  on  the  open  sea  of  knowledge  right  from  his  adolescence  setting 
aside  all  craven  caution:  “I  poked  into  every  dark  recess  and  made  an  assault 
on  every  problem,  I  plunged  into  every  abyss.  I  scrutinized  the  creed  of 
every  sect  and  I  fathomed  the  mysteries  of  each  doctrine.  All  this  I  did  that 
I  might  distinguish  between  the  true  and  the  false.  There  was  not  a  philo¬ 
sopher  whose  system  I  did  not  acquaint  myself  with,  nor  a  theologian  whose 
doctrines  I  did  not  examine.  If  ever  I  met  a  Sufi,  I  coveted  to  probe  into  his 
secrets ;  if  an  ascetic,  I  investigated  into  the  basis  of  his  austerities ;  if  one  of  the 
atheistic  zindiqs,  I  groped  into  the  causes  of  his  bold  atheism.”17  Such  was 
the  courage  of  al-Ghazali  to  know.  He  was  free  from  the  parochialism  of  the 
dogmatic  theologians  of  his  day  who  would  rather  consign  the  books  of  the 
atheists  and  philosophers  to  flames  than  read  them.  But  prepared  though  he 
was  to  listen  to  every  creed  and  doctrine,  he  would  accept  none  and  doubt  all. 
For  one  thing,  he  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  greatest  hindrance  in  the 
search  for  truth  was  the  acceptance  of  beliefs  on  the  authority  of  others  and 
blind  adherence  to  the  heritage  of  the  past.  He  remembered  the  traditional 
saying  of  the  Prophet:  “Every  child  is  born  with  a  sound  disposition  (fitrah); 
it  is  his  parents  who  make  him  a  Jew  or  a  Christian  or  a  Magian”18  and  he  was 
anxious  to  know  what  that  sound  disposition  was  before  it  suffered  the  impress 
of  the  unreasoned  convictions  imposed  by  others.  Indeed,  he  wanted  to  re¬ 
construct  all  his  knowledge  from  its  very  foundation  and  was  led  to  make 
the  following  reflections :  “The  search  after  truth  being  the  aim  which  I  propose 
to  myself,  I  ought  in  the  first  place  to  ascertain  what  are  the  bases  of  certitude. 
In  the  second  place  I  ought  to  recognize  that  certitude  is  the  clear  and  complete 
knowledge  of  things,  such  knowledge  as  leaves  no  room  for  doubt,  nor  any 
possibility  of  error.”19  As  one  might  foresee,  this  proposed  test  for  certitude 
only  led  him  to  a  series  of  doubts.  No  part  of  the  knowledge  he  had  acquired 

26,  has  given  69  items.  For  some  of  the  important  translations  of  Munqidh,  cf. 
Encyclopaedia  of  Islam,  Leiden,  1913-34,  Vol.  II,  p.  149.  For  Urdu  translations 
see  Hafiz  M.  Anwar  ‘Ali,  Lecture  Imam  Ghazali.  Lahore,  1311/1893,  111  pp.  (with 
Arabic  text)  and  M.  Hanlf  Nadawi,  Sargudhasht-i  Ghazali.  Lahore,  1959,  188  pp. 
(with  an  Introduction,  pp.  3-108). 

17  Cf.  al-Munqidb,  pp.  20,  21. 

18  Bukhari  (23 :  80,  93);  also  the  Qur’an,  xxx,  30;  xxxv,  1.  The  term  fitrah  came 
to  be  used  by  the  philosophers  in  the  sense  of  lumen  naturals. 

19  Cf.  al-Munqidh  (English  translation  by  Claud  Field,  The  Confessions  of  al- 
Ghazzali.  London  1909,  p.  13).  This  is  exactly  the  first  of  the  four  rules  mentioned 
by  Descartes  in  his  Discours  de  la  m&thode  and  the  second  rule  of  his  Regulae  ad 
Directionem  Ingenii  composed  as  early  as  1038/1628;  cf.  E.  S.  Haldane  and  G.  R.  T. 
Ross  (Trs.),  The  Philosophical  Works  of  Descartes,  Cambridge,  1911,  Vol.  I,  pp.  3, 
92,  101. 
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hitherto  could  stand  this  rigorous  test.  He  further  observed,  “We  cannot  hope 
to  find  truth  except  in  matters  which  carry  their  evidence  in  themselves,  i.e., 
in  sense- perception  and  necessary  principles  of  thought;  we  must,  therefore, 
first  of  all  establish  these  two  on  a  firm  basis.”  But  he  doubted  the  evidence 
of  sense-perception;  he  could  see  plainly  as  Descartes  did  later  that  they  so 
often  deceive  us.  No  eye  can  perceive  the  movement  of  a  shadow,  still  the 
shadow  moves;  a  small  coin  would  cover  any  star  yet  the  geometrical  com¬ 
putations  show  that  a  star  is  a  world  vastly  larger  than  the  earth.19* 

Al-Ghazali’s  confidence  in  sense-perception  having  been  shaken,  he  turned 
to  the  scrutiny  of  what  he  called  the  necessary  principles,  but  he  doubted  even 
these.  Is  ten  more  than  three  ?  Can  a  thing  both  be  and  not  be  at  the  same 
time  or  be  both  necessary  and  impossible  ?  How  could  he  tell  ?  His  doubt  with 
regard  to  sense-perception  made  him  very  hesitant  to  accept  the  infallibility 
of  reason.  He  believed  in  the  testimony  of  senses  till  it  was  contradicted  by 
the  verdict  of  reason.  Well,  perhaps  there  is  above  reason  another  judge  who 
if  he  appeared  would  convict  reason  of  falsity  and  if  such  a  third  arbiter  is  not 
yet  apparent  it  does  not  follow  that  he  does  not  exist. 

Al-Ghazali  then  considers  the  possibility  that  life  in  this  world  is  a  dream 
by  comparison  with  the  world  to  come;  and  when  a  man  dies,  things  may 
come  to  appear  differently  to  him  from  what  he  now  beholds.20  There  may  be 
an  order  of  reality  different  from  this  spatio-temporal  order  which  may  be 
revealed  to  a  level  of  consciousness  other  than  the  so-called  normal  conscious¬ 
ness  such  as  that  of  the  mystics  or  the  prophets.  Such  was  the  movement  of 
al-Ghazali’s  thought,  which  though  formulated  a  little  artificially  in  the 
Munqidh  was  dramatic  enough  to  make  out  a  case  for  the  possibility  of  a 
form  of  apprehension  higher  than  rational  apprehension,  that  is,  apprehension 
as  the  mystic’s  inspiration  or  the  prophet’s  revelation.21 

19a  Haldane  and  Ross,  op.  cit.,  p.  101,  where  Descartes  makes  similar  observations. 

20  Cf.  j Ihya,’,  Cairo,  1340/1921,  Vol.  IV,  p.  19,  where  al-Qhazali  refers  to  a 
tradition:  People  are  asleep;  when  they  die,  they  awake.  Cf.  also  Klmiya-i 
Sa’adat  (Urdu  tr.  by  M.  ‘Inayat  Allah),  Lahore,  n.d.,  pp.  738,  740. 

21  It  is,  however,  a  serious  though  widespread  error  of  interpretation  to  consider 
al-Ghazali  to  be  an  anti-intellectualist.  Macdonald’s  statement  in  his  article  “al- 
Ghazzali”  in  the  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam  that  “he  taught  that  intellect  should  only 
be  used  to  destroy  trust  in  itself,”  is  very  unfortunate.  So  also  is  Iqbal’s  allegation 
that  al-Ghazali  denied  dynamic  character  to  thought  and  its  self-transcending 
reference  to  the  infinite  (cf.  S.  M.  Iqbal,  The  Reconstruction  of  Religious  Thought 
in  Islam ,  Oxford,  1934,  pp.  4—6).  Al-Ghazali  very  definitively  and  explicitly  brings 
out  both  these  aspects  of  thought  in  his  analysis  of  intelligence  in  tbe  Mishkat  al- 
Anwar  (cf.  English  translation  by  W.  H.  T.  Gairdner,  Lahore,  1952,  pp.  83-91).  This 
section  in  the  Mishkat  is  quite  noteworthy  in  view  of  the  general  opinion  that  the 
Mishkat  was  written  by  al-Ghazali  at  a  time  very  close  to  the  writing  of  al-Munqidh 
(probably  after  it) :  a  period  in  the  spiritual  history  of  al-Ghazali  during  which  he 
came  to  advocate  the  supremacy  of  intuition  over  reason  as  against  an  earlier  phase, 
say  that  of  Ihya’,  when  he  ranked  them  as  equal  and  made  reason  go  parallel  with 
intuition  (e.g.,  Part  I,  Book  I,  Chapter  7).  True,  in  al-Munqidh  al-Ghazali  makes  a 
delimitation  of  the  province  of  the  human  intellect  by  denying  it  a  finality  in  the 
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Al-Ghazali’s  method  of  doubt  or  sceptical  attitude  did  certainly  have  its 
historical  antecedents.  The  Ash  arites'  system  of  atomism,  by  reducing  all 
categories  except  substance  (jauhar)  and  quality  (‘ard)  to  mere  subjectivities, 
virtually  amounted  to  a  form  of  scepticism.22  Even  earlier  the  Mu’tazilites 
like  al-Nazzam  (d.  231/845)  and  abu  al-Hudhail  (d.  266/840)  had  formulated 
the  principle  of  doubt  as  the  beginning  of  all  knowledge.23  But  with  al-Ghazali 
this  was  as  much  a  matter  of  an  inherent  trait  of  his  intellectual  disposition 
as  a  principle.  One  may  be  tempted  to  say  that  his  keenly  alert  and  sensitive 
mind,  though  exposed  from  early  youth  to  all  the  various  intellectual 
and  spiritual  movements  of  the  times  such  as  scholasticism,  rationalism, 
mysticism,  etc.,  was  not  fully  captured  by  any  one  single  movement.  Ambitious 
and  self-confident,  he  had  been  in  a  way  playing  with  the  various  influences 
rather  than  affected  exclusively  by  anyone  of  them.  His  restless  soul  had 
always  been  trying  to  reach  for  what  it  had  not  attained.  In  his  sincere  and 
open  search  for  absolute  truth,  he  possibly  remained  oscillating  for  a  long  time 
between  the  moments  of  belief  and  disbelief — moments  when  he  might  have 
found  comfort  in  his  religious  convictions  with  complete  submission  to  the 
teachings  of  the  Qur’an  and  the  moments  when  his  doubts  and  scepticism 
might  have  overwhelmed  him,  clamouring  for  indubitable  certainty.  It  is 
certainly  very  difficult  to  map  the  exact  chronology  of  the  spiritual  develop¬ 
ment  of  such  a  complex  mind  as  that  of  al-Ghazali’s.  The  usual  method  of 
working  out  the  history  of  the  mental  development  of  an  author  on  the  basis 
of  the  chronological  order  of  his  works  is  not  possible  in  the  case  of  al-Ghazali 
for  our  knowledge  of  his  works  is  incomplete  both  with  regard  to  their  extent 
and  relative  order,  not  to  speak  of  exact  dating.24  None  of  his  works,  not  even 

field  of  transcendental  problems,  yet  it  would  not  be  altogether  right  to  say  that 
Ghazalian  epistemology  is  a  mere  intuitive  critique  of  knowledge.  Keeping  other 
works  of  his  in  view,  it  may  be  said  that  his  philosophy  is  mainly  directed  to  the 
vindication  that  intellect  and  intuition  must  at  the  end  supplement  each  other. 
Cf.  M.  Umaruddin,  The  Ethical  Philosophy  <?/  al-  Qhazzali.  Aligarh,  1949,  Vol.  I, 
Part  III,  pp.  228-259. 

22  Cf.  M.  Fakliry,  Islamic  Occasionalism,  London,  1958,  pp.  25-48;  also  D.  B. 
Macdonald,  “Continuous  Re-creation  and  Atomism,”  Isis,  Vol.  IX,  1927,  pp.  326- 
44. 

23  Cf.  S.  M.  Iqbal,  The  Development  of  Metaphysics  in  Persia,  London  1908, 
pp.  55,  100;  also  A.  S.  Tritton,  Muslim  Theology,  London,  1947,  pp.  84,  90. 

21  For  the  chronological  order  of  al-Ghazali’s  works,  cf.  Louis  Massignon  Recueil 
de  textes,  p.  93,  and  Introduction  to  Maurice  Bouyges’  edition  of  Tahafut  al-Falasi- 
fah,  Beirut  1927.  An  allied  and  quite  important,  though  very  difficult,  problem 
for  a  student  of  al-Ghazali  is  the  authenticity  of  his  works.  Cf.  M.  Asin  Palacios, 
La  espiritualdidad  Algazal,  Madrid  1934,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  385-90,  and  W.  M.  Watt, 
“The  Authenticity  of  the  Works  Attributed  to  al-Ghazali.”  Journal  of  the  Royal 
Asiatic  Society,  1952,  pp.  24  45,  along  with  his  article  “A  Forgery  in  al-Ghazali’s 
Mishkatl”  in  the  same  Journal  of  the  year  1949,  pp.  5-22.  Cf.  also  Shibli  Nu’mani, 
op.  cit.,  pp.  80-84,  and  M.  Hanif  Nadawi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  54-58.  A  consolidated  study 
of  these  references  shows  that  there  are  in  all  thirteen  works  the  authenticity  of 
which  is  a  matter  of  dispute  besides  three  considerable  sections  of  works  otherwise 
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al-Munqidh  which  has  often  been  compared  with  the  Confessions  of  Augustine 
allows  us  a  peep  into  the  inward  workings  of  his  soul.25  It  is  merely  a  schem¬ 
atized  description  of  his  spiritual  development  and  not  an  existential  study  of 
the  “phenomenology”  of  his  sold:  he  has  simply  arranged  in  a  logical  order 
what  must  necessarily  have  come  to  him  in  a  broken  and  sporadic  form. 

Nevertheless,  al-Munqidh  is  our  most  valuable  source  to  determine  al- 
Ghazali’s  relative  position  with  regard  to  the  various  schools  of  thought 
around  him.  He  had  been  moving  through  them  all  these  years,  studying  them 
very  closely  in  his  quest  for  certainty,  and  of  them  he  now  gives  us  a  critical 
evaluation  in  a  summary  fashion.  He  divides  the  various  “seekers”  after  truth 
into  the  four  distinct  groups:  Theologians,  Mystics,  Authoritarians  (Ta'Um- 
iles),  and  Philosophers. 

His  criticism  of  the  theologians  is  very  mild.  He  himself  had  been  brought 
up  in  their  tradition  and  was  thoroughly'  saturated  into  their  system,  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  ever  parted  company'  with  them  completely.  He  did  not  cease 
to  be  a  theologian  even  when  he  became  a  mystic  and  his  criticism  of  the 
philosophers  was  essentially  from  the  standpoint  of  a  theologian.  Only  he  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  scholastic  method  of  the  theologians,  for  it  could  not 
bring  any  intellectual  certainty;  their  doctrines,  he  deemed,  however,  to  be 
correct.  His  belief  in  God,  Prophecy',  and  Last  Judgment  were  too  deeply 
rooted  in  him  to  be  shaken  altogether;  his  scepticism  with  regard  to  them,  if  at 
all,  was  a  temporary  phase ;  he  only  very  much  desired  a  confirmation  of  these 
fundamental  beliefs  either  on  some  philosophical  grounds  or  through  some 
sort  of  first-hand  experience. 

So  far  as  the  mystics  were  concerned,  al-Ghazali  found  himself  hardly  in  a 
position  to  level  any  criticism  against  them  except  for  the  extravagantly 
pantheistic  utterances  or  antinomian  tendencies  of  some  of  the  intoxicated 
Sufis.26  They  were  essentially  men  of  feeling  (arbdb  al-ahwal)  rather  than  men 
of  words  (ashab  al-aqwdl )  and  he  had  himself  early  realized  the  importance  of 
experiences  and  states  rather  than  that  of  definitions  and  dogmas.  The  claims  of 
the  mystics  he  knew  could  not  be  challenged  by  one  who  lacked  their  experiences . 

Al-Ghazali  held  a  very  poor  opinion  of  the  pretensions  of  those  whom  he 
called  the  party  of  ta'lim  or  authoritative  instruction  also  known  as  Isma'Iliyyah 
and  Batiniyyah.27  Theirs  was  a  kind  of  Muslim  popery  or  Montanist  movement. 

admitted  to  be  authentic.  The  “problem  of  authenticity”  requires  very  careful 
further  investigation. 

25  Cf.  Henrich  Frick,  GhazaXVs  Selbstbiographie,  ein  Vergleich  mit  Augustins 
Konjessionen,  Leipzig,  1919,  esp.  p.  80. 

28  See  next  chapter  (pp.  617-24). 

27  Isma'ilites  or  Batinites  were  known  as  Ta‘limites  in  Khurasan.  Al-Ghazali 
wrote  quite  a  number  of  books  against  them ;  those  mentioned  in  al-Munqidh  (p.  52) 
are:  (1)  Al-Mustazhiri,  (2)  Hujjat  al-Haqq ,  (3)  Mufassil  al-Khildf .  (4)  Durj ,  (5) 
Qustas  al-Mustaqim.  The  first  work  is  the  most  elaborate,  of  them  all.  For  the 
doctrines  of  the  Ta'limites,  cf.  Hanlf  Nadawi,  Sargudhasht-i  Ghazali.  pp.  19-54; 
also  the  article  “Ismadllya,”  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam. 
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They  renounced  reason  and  held  that  truth  can  be  attained  only  by  a  sub¬ 
missive  acceptance  of  the  pronouncements  of  an  infallible  Imam.  This  doctrine 
indeed  was  a  part  of  the  propaganda  of  the  Tati  mid  Caliphate  (297/909- 
555/1160)  with  its  centre  in  Cairo  and,  thus,  had  its  moorings  in  the  political 
chaos  of  the  day.  Al-Ghazali's  examination  of  the  Talimites  was  certainly  due 
to  his  love  for  thoroughness  in  his  search  for  truth,  but  perhaps  he  also 
wanted  to  make  clear  his  position  with  regard  to  an  ideology  having  political 
strings  behind  it. 

It  was  the  fourth  class  of  the  seekers  of  truth,  namely,  the  philosophers, 
who  engaged  his  attention  most  of  all  and  troubled  his  mind  more  than 
anyone  else. 

D 

ATTACK  ON  THE  PHILOSOPHERS 

1.  Introduction. — Al-Ghazali’s  critical  examination  of  the  method  and 
doctrines  of  the  philosophers  is  the  most  exciting  and  important  phase  of  his 
intellectual  inquiry.  He  was  not  at  all  against  philosopliical  investigation  as 
such.  His  early  interest  in  philosophy  is  evidenced  by  the  treatises  that  he 
wrote  on  logic  such  as  Mi‘yar  al-‘Ilm  ft.  Fann  al-Mantiq:  “The  Touchstone  of 
Science  in  Logic”  (quite  an  elaborate  treatise)  and  Mikakk  al-Nazar  fi  al- 
Mantiq-.  “The  Touchstone  of  Speculation  in  Logic”  (a  smaller  work).  In  the 
history  of  Muslim  thought  his  is  the  first  instance  of  a  theologian  who  was 
thoroughly  schooled  in  the  ways  of  the  philosophers;  the  doctors  of  Islam 
before  him  either  had  a  dread  of  philosophy,  considering  it  a  dangerous  study, 
or  dabbled  in  it  just  to  qualify  themselves  for  polemics  against  the  philosophers. 
But  al-Ghazali  very  strongly  realized  that  to  refute  a  system  before  literally 
inhabiting  it  and  getting  thoroughly  immersed  into  its  very  depths  was  to 
act  blindly.  “A  man,”  he  tells  us,  “cannot  grasp  what  is  defective  in  any 
of  the  sciences  unless  he  has  so  complete  a  grasp  of  the  science  in  question 
that  he  equals  its  most  learned  exponents  in  the  appreciation  of  its  fundamental 
principles  and  even  goes  beyond  and  surpasses  them.  .  .  .”28  In  all  intellectual 
honesty  he  refrained  from  saying  a  word  against  the  philosophers  till  he  had 
completely  mastered  their  systems. 

He  applied  himself  so  assiduously  to  the  study  of  the  entire  sweep  of  Greek 
philosophy  current  in  his  time  and  attained  such  a  firm  grasp  of  its  problems 
and  methods29  that  he  produced  one  of  the  best  compendia  of  it  in  Arabic 
entitled  as  Maqasid  al-Faldsifah  (The  Intentions  of  the  Philosophers).  This 
compendium  was  such  a  faithful  exposition  of  Aristotelianism  that  when  it 

28  al-Munqidh,  p.  29.  Cf.  also  preface  to  Maqasid  al-Faldsifah. 

28  Ibid.  Al-Ghazali’s  statement  that,  in  spite  of  his  arduous  duty  of  teaching 
and  engagement  in  writing  he  could  master  all  the  sciences  of  the  philosophers 
unaided  by  an  instructor  within  the  span  of  two  years,  is  perhaps  a  story  to  be  taken 
with  a  grain  of  salt. 
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came  to  be  known  to  the  Christian  scholastics  through  a  Latin  translation 
made  as  early  as  540/1145  by  the  Spanish  philosopher  and  translator  Dominicus 
Gundisalvus,30  it  was  taken  to  be  the  work  of  a  genuine  Peripatetic.  Albert 
the  Great  (d.  679/1280),  Thomas  Aquinas  (d.  673/1274),  and  Roger  Bacon 
(d.  694/1294)  all  repeatedly  mentioned  the  name  of  the  author  of  the  “Inten¬ 
tions  of  the  Philosophers”  along  with  ibn  Sina  and  ibn  Rushd  as  the  true 
representatives  of  Arab  Aristotelianism. 31  But  never  did  Arab  Aristotelianism 
find  a  more  vigorous  foe  than  al-Ghazali.  His  compendium  in  philosophy  was 
merely  propaedeutic  to  his  Tahafut  al-Falasifah  (The  Incoherence  of  the 
Philosophers)32  in  which  he  levelled  a  devastating  attack  pn  the  doctrine  of 
the  Muslim  Peripatetics  with  a  dialectic  as  subtle .  as  any  in  the  history  of 
philosophy. 

Al-Ghazali.  for  the  purposes  of  his  scrutiny,  divided  the  philosophers  into 
three  main  groups:  The  materialists  ( dahriyyun ),33  the  naturalists  or  the 
deists  (tabi'iyyun),  and  the  theists  (ildhlyyun).  The  materialists  completely 
dispensed  with  the  idea  of  God  and  believed  that  the  universe  has  existed 
eternally  without  a  creator :  a  self-subsisting  system  that  operates  and  develops 
by  itself,  has  its  own  law’s,  and  can  be  understood  by  itself.  The  naturalists 
or  the  deists,  struck  by  the  wonders  of  creation  and  informed  of  a  running 
purpose  and  wisdom  in  the  scheme  of  things  while  engaged  in  their  manifold 
researches  into  the  sciences  of  phenomena,  admitted  the  existence  of  a  wise 
Creator  or  Deity,  but  rejected  the  spirituality  and  immortality  of  the  human 
soul.  They  explained  the  soul  away  in  naturalistic  terms  as  an  epiphenomenon 

30  The  date  1506  C.E.  for  the  Latin  translation  of  Maqasid  al-Faldsifah  given 
in  the  Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  14th  edition,  Vol.  II,  p.  188b,  is  incorrect.  This  is 
the  date  when  it  was  for  the  first  time  printed  in  Venice.  Gundisalvus’  translation 
under  the  title  Logica  et  Philosophia  Algazelis  Arabes  was  made  in  collaboration 
with  John  of  Seville  to  whose  name  it  is  sometimes  ascribed.  It  might  have  been 
the  case  that  John  translated  it  from  Arabic  into  Castilian  and  Gundisalvus  from 
Castilian  into  Latin ;  cf.  G.  Sarton,  Introduction  to  the  History  of  Science ,  Baltimore, 
1931,  Vol.  II,  pp.  169-72. 

31  This  confusion  was  caused  by  the  fact  that  the  Latin  translation  of  Maqasid 
in  circulation  amongst  the  seventh/thirteenth-century  Scholastics  did  not  contain 
the  short  introduction  in  which  al-Ghazali  speaks  disparagingly  of  the  philosophers’ 
metaphysics  and  makes  it  clear  that  his  ultimate  purpose  to  make  an  objective 
and  dispassionate  study  of  it  is  to  refute  it  in  Tahafut  al-Falasifah.  It  may  be 
added  that  al-Ghazali  again  mentions  his  intention  to  write  the  Tahafut  in  the 
ending  paragraph  of  the  book.  How  this  was  overlooked  by  the  Latin  scholastics 
is  anybody’s  guess. 

32  Maurice  Bougyes  in  Introduction  to  his  edition  of  Tahafut  cd-Falasifah  points 
out  that  the  word  “incoherence”  does  not  give  an  exact  meaning  of  Tahafut  and 
that  al-Ghazali  has  used  it  sometimes  with  reference  to  philosophers  and  sometimes 
with  reference  to  their  doctrines.  He,  therefore,  suggests  that  it  would  be  better 
to  retain  the  original  word  Tahafut. 

33  The  Dahriyyun  are  those  who  teach  the  eternity  of  time  and  matter.  It  is, 
however,  difficult  to  give  a  precise  translation  of  the  term;  in  its  actual  usage  in 
Arabic  philosophy,  Dahriyyun  are  sometimes  hardly  distinguishable  from  the 
Tabfiyyun.  Cf.  the  article  “Dahriyyah,”  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam. 
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of  the  body  and  believed  that  the  death  of  the  latter  led  to  the  complete 
non-existence  of  the  former.  Belief  in  heaven,  hell,  resurrection,  and  judgment 
they  considered  as  old  wives’  tales  or  pious  fictions. 

Al-Ghazali  discussed  the  theists  at  length  for  they,  according  to  him,  held 
a  comparatively  more  final  position  and  exposed  the  defects  of  the  materialists 
and  the  naturalists  quite  effectively,  thus  saving  him  from  doing  so  for  himself. 
Socrates,  Plato,  and  Aristotle  he  listed  as  theists  but  concentrated  on  Aristotle 
who  had  criticized  all  his  predecessors  and  even  had  refuted  his  own  teacher, 
excusing  himself  of  this  by  saying :  “Plato  is  dear  to  us.  And  truth  is  dear,  too. 
Nay,  truth  is  dearer  than  Plato.”34 

As  far  as  the  transmission  of  Aristotle’s  philosophy  in  Arabic  was  concerned, 
al-Ghazali  found  that  none  of  the  Muslim  philosophers  had  accomplished 
anything  comparable  to  the  achievements  of  al-Farabi  and  ibn  Sina.  These  two 
were  Aristotle’s  most  faithful  and  capable  translators  and  commentators;  the 
works  of  others  were  marked  with  disorder  and  confusion.  Thus  al-Ghazali 
came  finally  to  concentrate  on  that  philosophical  thought  of  his  day  which 
had  emerged  from  the  writings  of  these  two  theistie  philosophers  (particularly 
ibn  Sina)  and  applied  himself  to  its  examination  in  a  systematic  manner.  He 
divided  the  philosophical  sciences  into  mathematics,  logic,  physics,  politics, 
ethics,  and  metaphysics,  and  went  into  their  details  in  order  to  see  if  there 
really  was  anything  false  or  untenable.  He  was  most  scientific  in  his  approach : 
ready  to  accept  whatever  he  found  to  be  based  on  the  evidence  of  factual  data 
or  susceptible  of  proof  by  argument  in  conformity  with  the  principles  of 
reason.  He  had  least  hesitation  in  accepting  as  true  much  of  what  the  philoso¬ 
phers  taught  with  regard  to  their  sciences  of  mathematics,  logic,  and  physics ; 
he  even  had  no  serious  quarrel  with  them  in  the  spheres  of  politics  and  ethics. 
The  most  grievous  errors  of  the  theistie  philosophers,  he  found,  consisted  in 
their  metaphysical  views  which,  unlike  mathematical  and  natural  sciences, 
were  not  grounded  in  compelling  reason  or  positive  inquiry  but  on  conjecture 
and  fanciful  speculations.  Had  their  metaphysics  been  so  very  well  grounded 
in  sound  reasoning  as  their  mathematical  sciences  were,  they  would  have 
agreed  amongst  themselves  on  metaphysical  issues  as  they  did  on  the 
mathematical  ones.  But,  above  all,  what  al-Ghazali  saw  to  his  dismay  was 
that  the  philosophies  of  al-Farabi  and  ibn  Sina  at  points  did  violence  with¬ 
out  any  philosophic  warrant  or  justification  to  the  principles  of  religion  as 
enunciated  in  the  Qur’an.  His  empirical  and  theological  spirit  revolted  very 
strongly  against  this.  The  positive  facts  of  religion  could  not  be  sacrificed  for 
sheer  metaphysical  speculations,  nor  could  they  be  interpreted  externally 
from  the  point  of  view  of  a  preconceived  system  of  philosophy.  These  had  to  be 
interpreted  intrinsically  and  reckoned  on  their  own  grounds.  The  Muslim 
philosophers  had  failed  to  take  this  empirical  standpoint.  They  had  also  been 
slow  in  realizing  that  notwithstanding  a  great  breadth  of  outlook  that  the 


34  Cf.  Aristotle’s  Ethica  Nichomachea,  section  6,  p.  1096  a  15. 
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study  of  Greek  philosophy  had  brought  to  the  Muslims,  there  was  in  the 
ultimate  analysis  quite  a  gulf  between  the  inspiration  of  the  Qur’anic  teachings 
and  the  spirit  of  Hellenism.35  Carried  away  by  their  enthusiasm  to  bring  a 
reconciliation  between  philosophy  and  religion,  al-Farabi  and  ibn  Sina, 
according  to  al-Ghazali,  had  so  compressed  the  dogmas  of  Islamic  religion 
within  the  moulds  of  Aristotelian  and  Plotinian  systems  as  to  fall  either  into 
a  morass  of  inconsistencies  or  get  implicated  into  heretical  positions. 

All  this  al-Ghazali  brought  out  with  most  accomplished  understanding  and 
admirable  skill,  and  with  a  “transcendental”  dialectic  as  subtle  as  that  of 
Kant’s  in  his  Tahafut  al-Faldsifah  which  indeed  is  the  most  important  of  all 
his  works  from  the  point  of  view  of  our  present  study.  Within  less  than  a 
hundred  years  it  called  forth  the  most  stimulating  rejoinder  (entitled  Tahafut 
al-Tahdfut)  from  the  celebrated  ibn  Rushd  and  then  a  rejoinder  of  a  rejoinder 
from  Muslih  al-DIn  Mustafa  ibn  Yusuf  al-Bursawi  generally  known  as  Khwajah 
Zadah,  a  Turkish  theologian  who  died  in  893/1488.36  These  works,  particularly 
the  first  two,  taken  together  epitomize  the  essential  problems  arising  from  the 
impact  of  classical  philosophy  on  the  teachings  of  religion.37 

2.  Method  and  Problems  of  Tahafut. — It  is  generally  believed  that  al-Ghazali 
wrote  his  Tahafut  al-Faldsifah  during  the  period  of  his  doubts,  but  in  fact  the 
work  is  essentially  of  a  polemical  nature  and  shows  in  him  an  odd  combination 
of  scepticism  and  ecstatic  assurances.  The  general  effect  of  the  teaeliing  of 
the  philosophers,  al-Ghazali  felt,  was  so  ruinous  to  the  religious  and  moral 
life  of  the  masses  that  his  well-nigh  apostolic  humanism  revolted  against  it  and 
he  dedicated  himself  to  an  open  warfare  against  the  philosophers.  There  is  no 
doubt  about  the  theological  inspiration  and  the  polemical  spirit  of  the  Tahafut 
but  then  we  add  most  emphatically  that  neither  of  them  seriously  affects  the 
great  philosophical  value  of  this  work.38  The  modern  reader  cannot  fail  to  be 
struck  with  clear  anticipations  of  Hume  (d.  1190/1776),  Schleiermacher 
(d.  1250/1834),  Ritsehl  (d.  1307/1889),  and  others,  and  even  of  the  logical 
positivists  of  our  day  in  some  of  the  arguments  and  the  general  motif  of  the 
Tahafut.  His  general  position  may  be  briefly  described  to  be  that  the  truths 

85  Cf.  M.  Iqbal,  The  Reconstruction  of  Religious  Thought  in  Islam,  pp.  3-4.  What 
really  hinted  at  here  is  the  Platonic  and  Neo-Platonic  bias  in  the  Hellenic  thought 
which  inculcates  a  dichotomy  between  the  empirical  and  the  transcendental — the 
secular  and  the  spiritual. 

88  All  the  three  works  can  be  found  in  one  volume  published  by  Matba‘t  al- 
‘Alamiyyah,  Egypt,  1302-1303/1884-1885:  al-Ghazali’s  Tahafut  al-Falasifah, 
92  pp.;  ibn  Rushd’s  Tahafut  al-Tahdfut,  141  pp.,  and  Khwajah  Zadah’s  Tahafut 
al-Falasifah,  137  pp. 

87  For  an  analytical  account  of  the  contents  of  Tahafut  al-Faldsifah  and  Tahafut 
al-Tahdfut,  cf.  A.  F.  van  Mehren,  “fitudes  sur  la  philosophie  d’Averrhoes  concemant 
son  rapport  avec  celle  d’Avicenne  ot  Gazzali,”  Le  Museon,  Vol.  VII,  pp.  613-27; 
Vol.  VIII,  pp.  5-20,  Louvain,  1888-1889. 

38  Cf.  al-Ghazali’s  Tahafut  al-Faldsifah,  English  translation  by  Sabih  Ahmad 
Kamali,  The  Pakistan  Philosophical  Congress,  Lahore,  1958,  pp.  1-3.  All  references 
to  the  Tahafut  are  to  this  translation. 
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of  the  positive  facts  of  religion  can  neither  be  proved  nor  disproved,  and  to  do 
otherwise  leads  the  philosophers  to  take  more  often  than  not  quite  nonsensical 
positions. 

Al-Ghazali  assails  the  philosophers  on  twenty  points39  (beginning  with 
creation  and  ending  with  the  last  things)  and  endeavours  to  show  that  their 
dogmas  of  the  eternity  and  the  everlastingness  of  the  world  are  false;  their 
assertion  that  God  is  the  creator  of  the  world  is  dishonest  for  it  is  flagrantly 
inconsistent  with  their  dogma  of  the  eternity  of  the  world;  that  they  fail  to 
prove  the  existence,  the  unity,  the  simplicity  and  the  incorporeality  of  God 
or  God’s  knowledge  either  of  the  universals  or  of  the  particulars;  that 
their  views  with  regard  to  the  souls  of  the  celestial  spheres,  and  the  spheres’ 
knowledge  of  the  particulars  and  the  purpose  of  their  movement  are  un¬ 
founded;  that  their  theory  of  causation  which  attributes  effects  to  the  very 
nature  of  the  causes  is  false ;  and  that  they  cannot  establish  the  spirituality 
of  the  soul,  nor  prove  its  immortality;  and,  finally,  that  their  denial  of  the 
resurrection  of  the  bodies  in  the  life  hereafter  is  philosophically  unwarranted. 
Al-Ghazali  charges  the  philosophers  with  infidelity  on  three  counts,  viz., 
(1)  eternity  of  the  world;  (2)  denial  of  God’s  knowledge  of  the  particulars, 
and  (3)  denial  of  bodily  resurrection.  For  the  rest  their  views  are  heretical 
or  horn  of  religious  indifference.  But  in  all  they  are  involved  in  contradictions 
and  suffer  from  confusion  of  thought. 

The  problem  which  al-Ghazali  considers  the  most  important  is  that  of  the 
eternity  (qidam)  of  the  world  to  which  he  allots  the  greatest  space,  almost  a 
quarter  of  his  book.  This  has  been  one  of  the  most  challenging  and  uncompro¬ 
mising  problems  in  the  conflict  between  religion  and  philosophy.  The  advocates 
of  orthodoxy  considered  the  eternality  of  the  universe  to  be  the  most  pernicious 
thesis  of  the  philosophers  and  vehemently  combated  against  it.  Al-Ash‘ari 
(d.  324/935)  wrote  a  refutation  of  it  in  his  Kitab  al-Fusul  which  probably  is 
the  earliest  scholastic  treatise  dealing  with  this  question,40  and  ibn  Hazm 
(d.  457/1064)  made  the  doctrine  a  dividing  line  between  the  orthodox  and  the 
heterodox  sects.  The  orthodox  could  not  possibly  concede  the  philosophers’ 
claim  of  the  eternality  of  the  world,  for  with  them  there  is  nothing  eternal  but 
God;  all  else  is  created  (hadith).  To  make  anything  co-eternal  with  God  is 
to  violate  the  strict  principle  of  monotheism,  for  that  infringes  the  absoluteness 
and  infinity  of  God  and  reduces  Him  to  the  position  of  an  artificer :  a  Demiurge. 
Virtually,  the  doctrine  drives  one  to  the  materialists’  position  that  the  world 
is  an  independent  universe,  a  self-subsistent  system,  which  develops  by  itself, 
and  can  be  understood  by  itself.  All  this  was  hard  to  swallow  for  a  theologian 
like  al-Ghazali. 

The  philosophers  like  al-Farabi  and  ibn  Sina  as  Muslims  did  not  deny  that 

39  It  is  noteworthy  that  Simon  van  den  Bergh  has  listed  forty  contradictions 
in  Aristotle’s  philosophy;  see  his  English  translation  of  Averroes’  Tahajut  al- 
Tahafut,  London,  1954,  Vol.  II,  p.  215. 

*°  Cf.  Ibn  ‘Asakir,  Tabyln  KadMb  al-Mujtari,  Damascus,  1347/1928,  p.  128. 
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God  is  an  eternal  creator  of  the  universe,  but  as  true  Aristotelians  believed 
that  God’s  activity  consists  merely  in  bringing  forth  in  the  state  of  actuality 
the  virtual  possibilities  inherent  in  the  prime  matter  which  was  alleged  to  be 
co-eternal  with  Him.  This  was  in  conformity  with  the  Aristotelian  notion  of 
change  not  as  a  passage  from  non-being  into  being,  which  would  make  it 
unintelligible,  but  as  a  process  by  which  what  is  merely  "potential  being” 
passes  over,  through  "form,”  into  "actual  being.”41  So  God  as  an  eternal  creator 
constantly  combines  matter  with  new  forms;  He  did  not  create  the  universe 
out  of  sheer  nothingness  at  a  definite  time  in  the  past.  As  a  corollary  they 
believed  in  the  infinity  of  time. 

Al-Ghazali.  on  the  other  hand,  in  accordance  with  the  obvious  teachings  of 
the  Qur’an,  firmly  holds  the  position  that  the  world  was  created  by  God  out 
of  absolute  nothingness42  at  a  certain  moment  in  the  past  which  is  at  a  finite 
interval  from  the  present.  He  created  not  only  forms  but  also  matter  and 
time  along  with  them  which  had  a  definite  beginning  and  hence  is  finite. 

The  two  positions  as  outlined  above  readily  remind  one  of  Kant’s  thesis 
and  antithesis  in  the  first  antinomy42  which  present  an  impossible  problem 
in  the  sense  that  conditions  requisite  for  their  verification  or  falsification 
are  de  facto  impossible.  One  is  tempted  to  say  that  al-Ghazali  does  recognize 
the  impossibility  of  the  problem  for  he  clearly  proclaims  that  he  does  not 
intend  to  defend  his  own  position  but  only  to  refute  that  of  the  philosophers. 
This  is  true  in  general  of  all  the  other  disputations  in  Tahdjut  al-Faldsifah. 
The  arguments  of  the  philosophers  are  presented  with  very  considerable 
plausibility,  but  the  dialectical  skill  and  philosophical  acumen  which  al-Ghazali 
employs  to  refute  them  are  also  overwhelming.  Though  the  whole  discussion 
is  surcharged  with  a  polemical  spirit,  yet  one  cannot  fail  to  see  that  al-Ghazali's 
standpoint  throughout  remains  highly  scientific  and  logical;  he  does  not 
succumb  merely  to  verbal  quibbles.  He  clearly  says  that  he  does  not  have 
any  quarrel  with  the  philosophers  on  the  usages  of  terms.44 

Al-Ghazali’s  quarrel  with  the  philosophers  is  because  many  of  their  particular 
arguments  are  logically  false  and  the  various  positions  that  they  take  in  their 
system  as  a  whole  are  inconsistent  with  one  another,  but,  above  all,  because 
some  of  their  basic  assumptions  are  unfounded.  These  assumptions,  al-Ghazali 
proves  most  powerfully,  can  neither  be  demonstrated  logically,  nor  are  they 
self-evident  through  "intuition.”  Such,  for  example,  is  the  assumption  that 
every  event  has  a  cause  or  that  causes  produce  their  effects  necessarily.  The 

41  Aristotle’s  notion  of  potentiality  fails  to  solve  the  riddle  of  becoming  as 
propounded  by  the  Eleatics  and  later  by  the  Megarics.  W.  D.  Ross  says,  “The 
conception  of  potentiality  has  often  been  used  to  cover  mere  barrenness  of  thought.” 
Cf.  his  Aristotle,  London,  1923,  pp.  176-78.  The  Ash’arites  like  the  Megarics  denied 
the  existence  of  potentiality.  Cf.  S.  van  den  Bergh,  op.  cit.,  pp.  37-40. 

42  For  the  thesis  of  creatio  ex  nihilo,  cf.  the  Qur’an,  ii,  117;  xxx,  27;  xxxv,  1. 

43  Critique  of  Pure  Reason,  2nd  ed.,  pp.  454-61. 

44  Tahafut,  p.  5,  It  may  be  noted  here  that  the  Muslim  philosophers  and  theo¬ 
logians  sometimes  used  different  terminology  with  regard  to  the  same  subject. 
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Muslim  philosophers  have  accepted  these  assumptions  merely  in  the  dogmatic 
tradition  of  Aristotelian  philosophy.  The  faulty  reasonings  of  the  philosophers 
or  the  inconsistencies  in  their  positions  are  remediable  but  not  so  the  uncritical 
acceptance  of  their  assumptions.  Al-Qhazali  for  himself  is  not  prepared  to 
accept  any  part  of  the  Aristotelian  system  except  the  first  principles  of  logic 
and  rules  of  syllogism — nothing  else  until  and  unless  it  has  logical  coerciveness 
about  it.  On  the  other  hand,  he  is  not  prepared  to  reject  any  of  the  doctrines 
of  religion  until  and  unless  it  is  disproved  with  a  similar  logical  rigour  and 
cogency.  Nothing  is  “possible”  in  philosophy  till  it  is  logically  necessary,  and 
nothing  is  “impossible”  in  religion  till  it  is  logically  self-contradictory.  Appa¬ 
rently,  this  is  a  double-faced  criterion  to  judge  variously  the  truths  of  philoso¬ 
phic  assumptions  and  those  of  religious  assumptions,  but  from  the  point 
of  view  of  philosophy  of  religion  it  is  perfectly  justified.  Philosopher  qua 
philosopher  has  to  accept  the  facts  of  religion  as  given  by  religion;  this  is 
the  sine  qua  non  of  any  empirical  philosophy  of  religion.  Thus,  in  spite  of  the 
fact  that  al-Ghazali’s  whole  polemic  against  the  philosophers  derives  its 
inspiration  from  the  Ash'arite  theology,  his  method  remains  in  its  essen¬ 
tials  purely  philosophical,  fulfilling  in  its  own  way  some  of  the  most  important 
requirements  of  the  modem  and  even  contemporary  approaches  to  the  prob¬ 
lems  of  the  philosophy  of  religion.45 

These  few  observations  with  regard  to  al-Ghazali’s  method  in  the  Tahdfut 
were  necessary  before  we  could  enter  into  some  of  the  detailed  arguments 
which  he  gives  in  the  refutation  of  the  philosophers’  various  positions. 

3.  Eternity  of  the  World. — The  proof  of  the  philosophers  for  the  eternity 
of  the  world  starts  with  certain  assumptions  with  regard  to  the  notions  of 
cause  and  will.  These  they  take  to  be  true  axiomatically :  (1)  Every  effect  has 
a  cause.  (2)  Cause  must  be  the  action  of  some  external  force  other  than  the 
effect.  (3)  Cause  or  an  act  of  will  when  executed  must  immediately  lead  to 
the  effect.46  For  world’s  coming  from  non-existence  to  existence  there  certainly 
should  have  been  some  cause ;  this  cause  could  not  be  a  physical  cause  for  ex 
hypothesi  none  yet  existed.  If  this  cause  arose  from  an  act  of  will  by  God  at 
some  specific  time,  then  the  divine  will  itself  should  have  been  determined 
by  some  other  cause.  This  cause  which  led  God  to  change  His  mind  should 
certainly  be  outside  His  mind;  but  again  this  was  not  possible,  for  nothing 
outside  Him  yet  existed.  Thus,  one  is  foreed  to  conclude  that  either  nothing 
ever  arose  from  the  being  of  God — which  is  not  true,  for  the  world  does  exist — 
or  that  the  world  must  have  been  in  existence  from  all  eternity,  as  an  imme¬ 
diate  effect  of  His  eternal  will. 

Al-Ghazali  declines  to  subscribe  to  any  one  of  the  assumptions  as  stated 

45  Cf.  M.  Saeed  Sheikh,  “Philosophy  of  Religion:  Its  Meaning  and  Scope,” 
[Proceedings  of  the  Fifth]  Pakistan  Philosophical  Congress,  Lahore,  1958,  pp.  37- 
51. 

44  Cf.  G.  F.  Hourani,  “Alghazali  and  the  Philosophers  on  the  Origin  of  the 
World,”  The  Muslim  World  (1958),  Vol.  XLVIII,  No.  3,  pp.  183-91. 
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above  and  shows  that  belief  in  the  origination  of  the  world  from  the  eternal 
will  of  God  at  a  specific  moment  of  time  as  chosen  by  Him  involves  no  violation 
of  the  fundamental  principles  of  logic.  The  assumptions  of  the  philosophers, 
that  every  effect  has  a  cause  and  that  a  cause  is  a  force  external  to  its  effect, 
do  not  have  a  logical  coerciveness  about  them.  It  is  quite  legitimate  to  believe 
that  God’s  will  does  not  have  any  cause  or  at  least  that  this  cause  does  not 
lie  outside  His  will  but  in  itself.  Similarly,  it  is  not  logically  necessary  that  the 
effect  should  follow  a  cause  immediately,  for  it  is  not  logically  contradictory 
to  hold  the  notion  of  “a  delayed  effect.”  It  is  possible  to  think  that  God’s  will 
is  eternal  and  yet  an  object  of  that  will  has  occurred  at  some  period  in  time. 
Here  a  distinction  should  be  made  between  the  eternity  of  God’s  will  and  the 
eternity  of  the  object  of  His  will.  God,  for  example,  can  eternally  will  that 
Socrates  and  Plato  should  be  born  at  such  and  such  a  time  and  that  the  one 
should  be  born  before  the  other.  Hence  it  is  not  logically  illegitimate  to 
affirm  the  orthodox  belief  that  God  eternally  willed  that  the  world  should 
come  into  being  at  such  and  such  a  definite  moment  in  time. 

But  the  philosophers  point  out  a  real  difficulty'  here.  According  to  them, 
it  is  impossible  to  find  out  a  differentiating  principle  for  God’s  eternal  choice 
of  a  particular  moment  for  the  creation  of  the  world.  All  moments  of  time  are 
completely  similar ;  how  is  it  possible  to  choose  between  two  completely  similar 
things?  Why,  in  short,  was  the  world  not  created  earlier  or  later  than  when 
it  was  created  1  One  of  the  answers  to  this  is  that  there  arises  no  question  of 
world’s  being  created  earlier  or  later,  for  time  yet  was  not ;  time  too  was  created 
along  with  the  creation  of  the  world,  i.  e.,  both  world  and  time  are  finite  in 
duration.  Al-Ghazali  adds  further  that  should  one  assume  with  the  philo¬ 
sophers  that  time  is  infinite,  then  at  any  present  moment  that  infinite  time 
has  been  brought  to  an  end  and  a  time  that  has  an  end  is  not  infinite  but 
finite.  It  is  noteworthy  that  this  is  exactly  the  argument  given  by  Kant  in 
the  thesis  of  his  first  antinomy. 

Al-Ghazali’s  real  standpoint,  however,  is  that  God  just  arbitrarily  chose 
one  particular  moment  rather  than  another  for  world’s  coming  into  being.  We 
need  ask  no  more  about  this  choice,  for  God’s  will  is  completely  undetermined. 
His  will  does  not  depend  upon  distinctions  in  the  outside  world,  for  it  is  itself 
the  producer  of  all  the  distinctions  therein.  This  creating  of  the  distinctions 
in  fact  is  the  true  significance  of  God’s  will.  God  chooses  a  particular  moment 
for  the  creation  of  the  universe  as  He  chooses  a  particular  direction  for  the 
movement  of  the  spheres  of  the  (Ptolemaic)  heaven,  in  some  cases  from  east 
to  west,  in  others  from  west  to  east  (as  described  in  the  Aristotelian  astronomy) 
even  when  the  reversal  of  directions  would  have  made  no  difference.  There 
is  no  way  to  explain  God’s  choice  either  in  one  case  or  the  other. 

The  difficulty  posed  by  the  philosophers  arises  because  of  their  misguided 
attempt  to  understand  the  nature  of  divine  will  altogether  in  the  terms  of 
man’s  will.  Certainly,  God’s  will  is  not  like  man’s,  as  God’s  knowledge  is  not 
like  man’s  knowledge.  So  far  as  God’s  knowledge  is  concerned,  the  philoso- 
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phers  avowedly  admit  that  it  differs  from  man’s  knowledge  in  so  many  respects 
that  in  their  final  position  it  becomes  indeed  an  inexplicable  mystery.  God, 
according  to  them,  possesses  the  knowledge  of  all  the  universals  without  this 
knowledge  necessitating  plurality,  without  its  being  additional  to  His  essence, 
and  without  its  multiplying  in  proportion  to  the  multiplicity  of  the  objects 
known.  Some  of  them  assert  after  Aristotle  that  God  is  the  knower,  the  know¬ 
ledge,  and  the  known,  and  that  the  three  are  one.  Should  we  judge  all  this 
by  what  applies  to  man’s  knowledge,  it  will  be  found  to  be  an  utter  impossibi¬ 
lity.  While  the  philosophers  admit  that  God’s  knowledge  cannot  be  compared 
with  man’s  knowledge,  they  insist  upon  drawing  a  comparison  between  God’s 
will  and  man’s  will.  This  is  exactly  what  al-Ghazali  calls  the  incoherence  of  the 
philosophers  and,  according  to  him,  their  thought-system  taken  as  a  whole 
reveals  quite  a  number  of  such  incoherences.  Indeed,  the  philosophers’  very 
notion  of  eternal  creation  is  self-contradictory  and  meaningless.  Is  it  sense  to 
speak  of  a  creation  of  that  which  exists  eternally  ?  If  God  and  the  prime  matter 
are  both  eternal  existents,  does  it  make  sense  to  say  that  one  is  the  cause  of 
the  other  ?  Can  the  relation  between  two  existents  qua  existents  be  regarded 
as  a  causal  one  ? 

Further,  the  philosophers  put  different  constructions  upon  their  notions 
of  space  and  time.  They  assume  time  to  be  infinite  and  space  to  be  finite,  and 
yet  consider  time  to  be  co-implicant  of  movement  in  space.  Al-Ghazali  insists 
rightly  that  one  who  believes  in  the  finitude  of  space  must  in  consistency 
assume  the  existence  of  finite  time,  particularly  when  one  holds  the  Aristotelian 
position  that  space,  time,  and  movement  in  space  are  all  related  to  one 
another.47  And  if  they  insist  that  it  is  impossible  to  think  of  empty  space, 
they  should  equally  realize  that  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  of  an  empty  time. 

These  are  just  a  few  of  the  inconsistencies  of  the  philosophers  pointed  out 
by  al-Ghazali  in  the  course  of  his  disputation  with  regard  to  the  eternity  of 
the  world  and  they  could  be  mentioned  here  only  very  briefly,  considering 
the  space  at  our  disposal.  One  further  point  of  criticism  may,  however,  be 
added  for  its  importance  in  the  history  of  modern  philosophy.  Prior  to  its 
origination,  the  philosophers  hold,  the  world  must  have  either  been  possible 
(mumkin),  or  impossible  ( mumtani ‘),  or  necessary  (uxijib).  It  is  impossible 
that  it  should  have  been  impossible ;  for  that  which  is  impossible  in  itself  is 
never  brought  into  existence.  Again,  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  have  been  neces¬ 
sary  in  itself,  for  that  which  is  necessary  in  itself  is  never  deprived  of  existence. 
It  follows  then  that  the  existence  of  the  world  must  have  always  been  possible 
in  itself,  otherwise  it  would  never  have  come  to  be.  This  possibility  cannot 
inhere  in  possibility  itself,  nor  in  the  agent,  nor  in  no-substratum,  for  the 
possible  is  that  which  is  in  the  process  of  becoming  actual.  Hence  the  subject 
of  possibility  is  some  substratum  which  is  susceptible  of  possibility,  and  this 
is  matter.  Now,  this  matter  cannot  be  considered  to  have  been  originated.  If 
it  had  been  originated,  the  possibility  of  its  existence  would  have  preceded  its 

47  Cf.  W.  D.  Ross,  op.  cit.,  pp.  89  et  sqq. 
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existence.  In  that  case  possibility  would  have  existed  in  itself,  but  possibility 
existing  in  itself  is  unintelligible.  Hence  matter  is  eternal  and  it  is  only  the 
passing  over  of  the  forms  to  matter  which  is  originated. 

In  rebutting  this  highly  sophisticated  argument  of  the  philosophers  al- 
Ghazali  points  out  in  Kantian  fashion  that  possibility  like  impossibility  is 
a  purely  subjective  notion  to  which  nothing  need  correspond  in  reality.  If 
possibility  requires  an  existent  to  correspond  to  it,  so  would  impossibility 
require  something  to  correspond  to  it,  but  avowedly  there  is  no  existing  thing 
in  concrete  reality  to  which  impossibility  may  be  referred.  Hence  possibility  like 
impossibility  is  merely  a  concept  ;  the  assumption  of  an  existing  substratum 
to  which  this  concept  may  be  related  is  to  have  a  metaphysical  jump  from 
mere  thought  to  actual  existence  and  is  to  commit  as  we  understand  now  an 
ontological  fallacy. 

4.  Theory  of  Emanation. — The  entire  argument  of  the  philosophers  with 
regard  to  the  eternity  of  the  world  is,  thus,  full  of  contradictions  and  un¬ 
proved  assumptions,  but  the  most  manifest  of  their  inconsistencies  and  the 
sheer  baselessness  of  their  assumptions  become  signally  conspicuous  when 
they  come  to  explain  the  origination  of  the  world  from  the  being  of  God  in 
the  terms  of  the  Plotinian  Theory  of  Emanation.  Plotinus  considers  the  world 
to  be  a  necessary  outflow  from  the  being  of  God  like  light  from  the  sun48  or 
better  as  Spinoza  described  it  later  like  the  properties  of  a  triangle  from  a 
triangle.49  Muslim  philosophers’  subscription  to  this  view  according  to  al- 
Ghazali  is  the  clearest  evidence  that  their  verbal  avowal  of  creation  is  a  mere 
dissimulation  and  duplicity.  The  problem  of  emanation  with  the  philosophers, 
however,  arises  because  of  their  over-emphasis  on  the  abstract  unity  and  abso¬ 
lute  perfection  of  God.  Creation  through  an  act  of  volition  implies  both  will 
and  knowledge,  and  these  cannot  be  predicated  of  God  as  attributes  apart 
from  His  essence  without  doing  violence  to  His  absolute  unity.  Further,  both 
will  and  knowledge  are  limitations:  will  in  particular  implies  a  deficiency  in 
a  being  who  wills,  for  it  means  that  he  desires  or  wants  to  have  that  which 
he  lacks.  Hence  the  philosophers  elaborated  an  ingenious  theory  of  emanation 
which  contrives  to  erect  a  cosmological  staircase  between  the  stable  stillness 
of  God’s  unity  and  the  changing  and  varied  multiplicity  of  the  world.  This 
staircase  is  constituted  of  a  finely  graded  series  of  intelligences  and  souls  of 
celestial  spheres,  each  emanating  from  the  other  in  an  hierarchical  fashion. 
The  view  that  the  celestial  spheres  are  perfect  and  have  souls  and  intelligences 
superior  to  that  of  man  had  the  overwhelming  authority  of  Aristotle60  and 
further  it  was  possible  and  even  fascinating  to  conceive  of  them  in  terms  of 
angels  as  described  by  the  theologians. 

48  Plotinus  uses  the  light  metaphor,  for  he  conceived  light  to  be  incorporeal  after 
Posidonius  of  Rhodes  (c.  135-50  B.  C.)  who  is  perhaps  the  first  to  propound  the 
notion  of  emanation. 

*“  Cf.  Spinoza,  Ethics ,  Part  I,  Section  17,  note. 

60  Cf.  Aristotle,  De  Gaelo,  285  a 29,  292  a 20,  bl. 
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The  emanationism  of  the  Muslim  philosophers  in  the  final  analysis  worked 
under  two  governing  principles :  First,  it  is  not  thinkable  that  from  God  who 
is  a  pure  unity  anything  could  proceed  except  that  which  is  itself  a  unity. 
This  gave  rise  to  the  formula :  from  one  only  one  can  follow.  Secondly,  being 
has  two  aspects:  it  is  either  necessary  (wajib)  or  possible  (mumkin)\  it  is 
either  essence  (mahiyyah)  or  existence  ( annlyyah ).  In  the  case  of  God  alone 
are  essence  and  existence  identical;  in  all  other  beings  essence  is  separate 
from  existence.  From  this  it  follows  that  all  things  are  possible  by  their  essence, 
and  they  become  necessary  by  the  existence  given  to  them  by  God. 

The  first  emanation  from  the  existence  of  the  First  Principle  (al-mabdd’ 
al-awwal),  the  Necessary  Being  (al-wajib  al-wtijud),  i.e.,  God,  is  the  first 
intelligence  (al-'aql  al-awwal)  which  is  numerically  one.  Its  existence  is 
possible  in  itself  and  necessary  through  the  First  Principle ;  further,  it  knows 
its  own  essence  as  well  as  the  essence  of  the  First  Principle.  From  its  two¬ 
fold  existence  and  two-fold  knowledge  springs  a  multiplicity  of  knowledge 
and  existence.  The  first  intelligence,  in  fact,  has  three  kinds  of  knowledge : 
of  the  First  Principle,  of  its  own  essence  in  so  far  as  it  is  necessary,  and  of 
its  possible  being.  One  might  ask :  What  is  the  source  of  this  three-foldness  in 
the  first  intelligence  when  the  principle  from  which  it  emanates  is  one  ?  The 
answer  is:  From  the  First  Principle  only  one  proceeds,  i.e.,  the  essence  of  the 
first  intelligence  by  which  it  knows  itself.  Now,  its  knowledge  of  its  principle 
is  evidently  necessary,  although  this  necessity  is  not  derived  from  that  prin¬ 
ciple.  Again,  being  possible  in  itself  the  first  intelligence  cannot  owe  its  possi¬ 
bility  to  the  First  Principle  but  possesses  it  in  its  own  self.  Though  only  one 
should  proceed  from  one,  yet  it  is  possible  that  the  first  effect  may  come  to 
possess  not  from  the  First  Principle  but  by  itself  certain  necessary  qualities 
which  express  some  relation  or  negation  of  relation  and  give  rise  to  plurality. 
Thus,  from  the  three  kinds  of  knowledge  possessed  by  the  first  intelligence 
emanate  three  beings,  but  only  one  from  each  kind.  As  it  knows  its  principle 
there  proceeds  from  it  a  second  intelligence;  as  it  knows  its  essence  there 
proceeds  from  it  the  first  soul  of  the  highest  sphere  (which  is  the  ninth  heaven) ; 
and  as  it  knows  itself  as  possible  in  itself  there  proceeds  from  it  the  body  of 
that  sphere.  In  a  similar  fashion  from  the  second  intelligence  emanates  the  third 
intelligence,  the  soul  of  the  stellar  sphere  and  the  body  of  that  sphere.  From 
the  third  intelligence  emanates  the  fourth  intelligence,  the  soul  of  the  sphere 
of  Saturn  and  the  body  of  that  sphere.  From  the  fourth  intelligence  emanates 
the  fifth  intelligence,  the  soul  of  the  sphere  of  Jupiter  and  the  body  of  that 
sphere.  Now  there  are,  according  to  the  then  current  Ptolemaic  system,  only 
nine  celestial  spheres  in  all  including  the  sphere  of  the  fixed  stars  all  in  con¬ 
centric  circles  with  earth  in  the  centre.61  So,  starting  from  the  First  Principle 
the  emanations  proceed  on  till  the  last  or  the  tenth  intelligence  appears  and 

51  The  nine  spheres  are  as  follows :  the  first  sphere,  the  sphere  of  the  fixed  stars, 
the  sphere  of  Saturn,  the  sphere  of  Jupiter,  the  sphere  of  Mars,  the  sphere  of  the 
Sun,  the  sphere  of  Venus,  the  sphere  of  Mercury,  and  the  sphere  of  the  Moon. 
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with  it  the  last  sphere  of  the  moon  and  its  soul.  The  tenth  intelligence,  also 
called  the  active  intellect  (al-‘aql  al-fa“al),S2  acts  in  our  world.  It  produces 
the  first  matter  (hayula )  which  is  passive  and  formless  but  which  is  the  basis 
of  the  four  elements  from  which  all  creatures  arise.  The  composition  and  de¬ 
composition  of  the  elements  is  the  cause  of  generation  and  corruption  of  all 
bodies.  But  all  these  transformations  take  place  under  the  influence  of  the 
movement  of  the  spheres.  As  the  active  intellect  is  the  producer  of  matter, 
so  it  is  the  dispenser  of  forms,  dator  formarum  (icdhib  al-suwar).  It  gives  to 
each  matter  its  proper  form  and  it  also  gives  each  body  a  soul  (which  in  fact 
is  its  form)  when  that  body  is  ready  to  receive  it.  Thus,  active  intellect  is  also 
the  source  of  the  existence  of  the  human  souls.  But  the  human  soul  does  not 
feel  at  home  in  its  physical  abode  and  yearns  for  nothing  less  than  the  First 
Principle  Himself.  Hence  it  starts  its  spiritual  journey  back  to  the  original 
source  traversing  through  the  various  stages  of  the  intelligences  of  the  spheres. 
This  is  a  rounded  though  brief  description  of  the  emanationistic  world-view 
so  enthusiastically  elaborated  by  the  Muslim  philosophers,  by  ibn  Sina,  for 
example,  in  both  of  his  major  works  on  philosophy,  viz.,  Kitab  al-Shifa’  and 
Kitdb  al-Najat  and  by  al-Farabi  in  his  al-Madinat  al-Fadilah.i 3 

Determinism  implicit  in  this  emanationistic  world-view  is  so  opposed  to 
the  theistic  voluntarism  of  the  Ash’arite  world-view  that  al-Ghazali  launches 
the  most  vehement  attack  against  it.  His  strictures  against  this  grand  cosmo¬ 
logical  construction  made  out  of  so  many  various  foreign  imported  ideas  are 
the  strongest  and  the  bitterest  of  all  others  that  may  be  found  in  the  entire 
Tahafut.  All  this,  he  inveighs,  is  arbitrary  reasoning,  idle  speculation ;  a  wild 
guess  work;  darkness  piled  upon  darkness.  If  someone  says  he  saw  things 
of  this  kind  in  a  dream,  it  would  be  inferred  that  he  was  suffering  from  some 
disease.  Even  an  insane  person  could  not  rest  satisfied  with  such  postulates.64 
In  our  own  times,  to  say  nothing  of  the  scientists,  F.  R.  Tennant  who  may 
be  described  as  an  eminent  “religious  positivist”  holds  the  theory  of  emanation 
more  or  less  in  the  same  estimation.65 

Al-Ghazali’s  criticism  of  the  emanationistic  argument  consists  in  showing, 
on  the  one  hand,  that  it  fails  to  account  for  the  multiplicity  and  composition  in 

62  Some  of  the  Muslim  thinkers  have  referred  to  the  Qur’an,  lxxviii,  38,  in  support 
of  the  notion  of  the  active  intellect,  e.  g.,  al-Baidawi  in  his  Anwar  al-Tanzil,  ed. 
H.  O.  Fleischer,  Leipzig,  1846-48,  Vol.  II,  p.  383,  also  Ihya*  (Urdu  Tr.),  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  5,  where  al-Ghazali  refers  to  the  Tradition  that  “the  first  thing  that  God  created 
was  the  Intellect.” 

53  Cf.  Kitab  al-Shifa’,  “Metaphysics,”  Section  ix.  Chapter  6;  al-Najat,  Cairo, 
1331/1912  pp.  448  et  sqq.;  al-Madinat  al-Padilah,  Cairo,  1368/1948  p.  19.  For  the 
Aristotelian  ingredients  in  the  theory  of  emanation  as  explained  above,  cf.  W.  D. 
Ross,  op.  cit.,  pp.  181  et  sqq.;  A.  E.  Taylor,  Aristotle,  London,  1943,  pp.  98  et  sqq.; 
and  A.  H.  Armstrong,  The  Architecture  of  the  Intelligible  Universe  in  the  Philosophy 
of  Plotinus,  Cambridge,  1940,  by  index. 

54  Cf.  Tahafut,  pp.  77,  87. 

55  Cf.  F.  R.  Tennant,  Philosophical  Theology,  Cambridge,  1930,  Vol.  II,  pp.  125 
et  sqq.,  153  et  sqq. 
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the  universe  and,  on  the  other,  that  it  does  not  at  ail  succeed  in  safeguarding 
the  absolute  unity  of  God.  If  the  formula  ever  so  glibly  repeated  that  from 
one  only  one  proceeds  should  be  observed  strictly  logically,  then  all  the  beings 
in  the  world  would  be  units,  each  of  which  would  be  an  effect  of  some  other 
unit  above  it,  as  it  would  be  the  cause  of  some  other  unit  below  it  in  a  linear 
fashion.  But  in  fact  this  is  not  the  case.  Every  object,  according  to  the  philo¬ 
sophers  themselves,  is  composed  at  least  of  form  and  matter.  How  does  a 
composite  thing  such  as  a  body  then  come  into  existence  ?  Does  it  have  only 
one  cause  \  If  the  answer  is  in  the  affirmative,  then  the  assertion  that  only 
one  proceeds  from  one  becomes  null  and  void.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  a  composite 
thing  has  a  composite  cause,  then  the  same  question  will  be  repeated  in  the 
case  of  this  cause  so  on  and  so  forth  till  one  arrives  at  a  point  where  the  com¬ 
pound  necessarily  meets  the  simple.  This  contact  between  the  compound 
effect  and  the  unitary  cause  wherever  it  occurs  would  falsify  the  principle  that 
only  one  proceeds  from  one.  Now,  strictly  speaking,  all  the  existents  in  the 
universe  are  characterized  by  composition  and  only  the  First  Principle,  i.e., 
God,  alone  can  be  said  to  possess  true  simplicity  or  unity,  for  in  Him  alone 
there  is  the  complete  identity  of  essence  and  existence.  This  would  lead  us 
necessarily  to  the  conclusion  that  either  the  principle  of  “only  one  from  one’’ 
fails  to  account  for  the  composition  and  multiplicity  which  is  apparent  in 
the  universe  or  that  even  God  does  not  possess  a  genuine  unity.  But  the  philo¬ 
sophers  cloak  the  issue  with  their  artificial  subtleties  and  the  grandiose 
constructions  they  put  upon  their  emanationistic  foundations. 

What  earthly  and  even  unearthly  relation  is  there,  al-Ghazali  questions 
rightly,  between  the  first  intelligence’s  having  a  possible  existence  and  the 
body  of  the  sphere  of  the  second  intelligence  which  is  supposed  to  proceed 
from  it  ?  Neither  logic  nor  experience  can  substantiate  this  wild  supposition 
and  as  such  it  is  no  more  than  pure  nonsense.  Further,  how  is  it  possible  that 
from  two  kinds  of  knowledge  of  the  first  intelligence,  that  is,  knowledge  of  the 
First  Principle  and  that  of  itself,  should  arise  two  lands  of  existence,  first, 
that  of  the  second  intelligence  and,  second,  that  of  the  soul  of  the  highest 
sphere  ?  How  can  the  knowledge  of  a  thing  lead  to  the  existence  of  a  thing 
(as  we  would  now  put  it  after  Kant)  without  committing  an  obvious  ontological 
fallacy  ?  How  can  the  knower  emanate  from  the  knowing,  al-Ghazali  rightly 
wonders,  as  does  F.  R.  Tennant,  and  like  him  deplores  that  of  all  the  people, 
philosophers  should  believe  in  such  mythical  nonsense.66 

Even  if  the  triplicity  with  which  the  philosophers  characterize  the  first 
intelligence  should  be  taken  for  granted  (which  indeed  cannot  be  done)  it 
fails  to  account  for  all  that  they  want  to  deduce  from  it.  The  body  of  the 
highest  sphere,  which  according  to  them  proceeds  only  from  one  aspect  of  the 
essence  of  the  first  intelligence,  is  surely  not  unitary  in  nature  but  composite 
and  that  in  three  ways. 


66  Ibid.,  p.  154. 
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First,  as  stated  above,  it  is  composed  of  form  and  matter,  as  indeed  all 
bodies  are  according  to  the  philosophers’  own  admission.  True,  form  and 
matter  always  exist  conjointly  in  all  bodies,  yet  they  are  so  different  from 
each  other  that  one  cannot  be  the  cause  of  the  other.  Hence,  form  and  matter 
of  the  body  of  the  highest  sphere  require  two  principles  for  their  existence  and 
not  one.  A  unitary  aspect  of  the  three-fold  character  of  the  first  intelligence 
fails  to  account  for  it. 

Secondly,  the  body  of  this  sphere  has  a  definite  size.  Its  having  a  definite 
size  is  something  additional  to  the  bare  fact  of  its  existence.  Certainly,  it  could 
have  come  into  existence  with  a  different  size,  bigger  or  smaller  than  what 
it  is.  Hence,  over  and  above  that  which  necessitated  the  existence  of  the  body 
of  the  sphere,  there  should  be  an  additional  cause  to  account  for  the  adoption 
of  this  particular  size. 

Thirdly,  in  the  highest  heaven,  there  are  marked  out  two  points  as  its 
poles,  which  are  fixed.  This  fact  was  admitted  by  the  philosophers  in  accordance 
with  the  Aristotelian  astronomy.  Now,  either  all  the  parts  of  the  highest  sphere 
are  similar  in  which  case  it  is  impossible  to  explain  why  two  points  should  be 
chosen  in  perference  to  all  the  others  as  its  poles ;  or  they  are  different,  some 
of  them  possessing  properties  which  are  not  possessed  by  the  others.  Hence, 
we  require  yet  another  aspect  in  the  first  intelligence  to  be  the  cause  for 
differences  in  the  various  parts  of  the  highest  sphere  which  differences  alone 
would  justify  the  choice  of  two  points  therein  to  be  the  poles. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  stated  above,  it  is  sheer  “ignorance”  on  the  part 
of  the  philosophers  to  hold  that  the  body  of  the  highest  sphere  has  emanated 
only  from  one  aspect  of  the  essence  of  first  intelligence.  Either  the  principle 
that  only  one  proceeds  from  one  is  true,  in  which  case  the  first  intelligence 
which  is  not  a  mere  triplicity  but  a  whole  multiplicity  remains  unexplained, 
or  this  principle  is  an  empty  formula  signifying  nothing,  and,  thus,  making  it 
possible  that  “many  may  proceed  from  one.”  In  the  latter  case  the  infinite 
variety  and  plurality  of  the  world  can  be  directly  derived  from  the  unity  of 
God  and  there  is  no  need  to  erect  an  emanationistic  staircase  between  Him 
and  the  world. 

The  above  principle  certainly  collapses  when  we  come  to  the  second  intelli¬ 
gence,  for  it  is  supposed  to  be,  in  one  of  its  aspects,  the  cause  of  the  sphere  of 
the  fixed  stars.  These  are  twelve  hundred  or  so  (according  to  the  then  Greek 
or  Arab  astronomers’  reckoning)57  and  are  different  in  magnitude,  shape, 
position,  colour,  and  in  respect  of  their  special  function  in  nature,  etc. 
Each  one  of  these  factors  in  every  single  star  needs  a  separate  cause  as  its 


57  In  Ptolemy’s  Almagest  the  number  of  stars  mentioned  is  1,025.  This  number 
was  generally  accepted  by  the  Arab  astronomers.  ‘Abd  a!  -  Rahman  ibn  ‘Umar 
al-Sufi  (291/903-376/986),  one  of  the  greatest  Muslim  astronomers,  in  his  work 
Kitab  al-Kawakib  al-  Thabitah  al-Mnsawwar  (Illustrated  Book  of  the  Fixed  Stars), 
adds  that  there  are  many  more  stars  than  1 ,025,  but  they  are  so  faint  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  count  them. 
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ileteiminant  (murajjih).  All  this  necessitates  a  bewildering  multiplicity  in 
the  second  intelligence  and  also  indirectly  presupposes  the  same  in  the  first 
intelligence  in  so  far  as  the  latter  is  the  emanative  cause  of  the  former. 

Should  the  above  arguments  fail  to  convince  the  philosophers,  there  is  an¬ 
other  way  to  show  that  the  first  intelligence  is  more  than  a  mere  triplicity. 
Is  the  self-knowledge  of  the  first  intelligence  identical  with  its  essence  or 
other  than  it  ?  It  is  not  possible  that  it  should  be  identical,  for  knowledge  is 
not  the  same  thing  as  that  which  is  known.  Hence,  the  first  intelligence  is  not 
a  triplicity  but  a  quadruplicity,  to  wit:  its  essence,  its  knowledge  of  itself, 
its  knowledge  of  the  First  Principle,  and  its  being  a  possible  existent  by  itself. 
To  all  these  four  aspects  there  can  be  added  yet  another,  namely,  its  being  a 
necessary  being  whose  necessity  is  derived  from  an  external  cause.  All  this 
proves  that  the  first  intelligence  has  five  aspects  and  not  three,  as  arbitrarily 
assumed  by  the  philosophers.  Whether  the  first  intelligence  has  five  aspects 
or  three,  it  certainly  is  not  of  purely  unitary  character  according  to  the  philo¬ 
sophers’  own  admission.  This  shows  that  there  is  something  in  the  effect  which 
is  not  present  in  the  cause,  i.e.,  the  First  Principle,  and  this  is  scandalous. 

Not  only  does  the  formula  that  only  one  proceeds  from  one  become  shame¬ 
facedly  invalid  right  at  the  outset,  but  further,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  the 
entire  emanationistic  line  of  argument  does  great  violence  to  the  concept  of 
God’s  unity  and,  thus,  nullifies  the  very  purpose  for  whieh  it  is  adopted.  There 
is  no  reason,  according  to  him,  that  the  very  arguments  which  the  philosophers 
advance  to  establish  the  triple  character  of  the  first  intelligence  should  not 
be  applied  to  God  Himself.  One  of  the  aspects  of  plurality  in  the  first  intelli¬ 
gence  according  to  the  philosophers  is  its  being  a  possible  existent  by  itself. 
It  may  be  asked:  Is  its  being  possible  identical  with  its  existence  or  other 
than  it  ?  If  it  is  identical,  no  plurality  would  arise  from  it.  If  it  is  other  than 
its  existence,  then  why  should  it  not  be  possible  to  say  that  there  is  as  much 
plurality  in  the  First  Principle,  i.  e.,  God  Himself,  for  He  not  only  has  existence 
but  is  necessary  in  His  existence  \  The  necessity  of  existence  as  such  is  other 
than  existence  itself.  In  truth,  existence  may  be  considered  to  be  a  generic 
concept  divided  into  necessary  and  possible.  If  one  specific  difference  is  an 
addition  to  existence  per  se  in  one  case,  it  should  be  considered  so  in  the  other 
also.  If  the  philosophers  insist  that  the  possibility  of  existence  is  other  than 
existence  in  the  case  of  the  first  intelligence,  through  the  same  argument  they 
should  admit  that  necessity  of  existence  is  different  from  existence  in  the 
ease  of  the  First  Principle.  Similarly,  al-Ghazali  asks :  Is  the  first  intelligence’s 
knowledge  of  its  principle  identical  'with  its  existence  and  with  its  knowledge 
of  itself  or  other  than  the  two  ?  If  it  is  identical,  then  there  will  be  no  plurality 
in  its  nature.  But  if  it  is  other  than  the  two,  then  such  a  plurality  exists  also 
in  the  First  Principle,  for  He  too  knows  Himself  as  well  as  what  is  other  than 
Himself.  Thus,  al-Ghazali  contends  that  either  there  can  be  no  plurality  in  the 
first  intelligence  or  if  it  is  there,  then  it  is  for  the  same  reasons  in  the  First 
Principle  too,  and,  therefore,  the  beings  characterized  by  diversity  and  plurality 
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would  directly  proceed  from  Him.  Al-Ghazali  forces  this  conclusion  upon  the 
philosophers  through  their  own  logic. 

For  himself  al-Ghazali  believes  that:  ‘  The  First  Principle  is  an  omnipotent 
and  willing  agent;  He  does  what  He  wills,  and  ordains  as  He  likes,  and  He 
creates  the  similar  and  dissimilar  things  alike,  whenever  and  in  whatever 
manner  He  wills  ?  The  impossibility  of  such  a  belief  is  neither  a  self-evident 
truth,  nor  a  matter  of  inferential  knowledge.”58  Al-Ghazali  frankly  and  rightly 
confesses  that  the  problem  of  God’s  relation  with  the  universe  in  the  final 
analysis  remains  ever  beyond  the  comprehension  of  human  understanding. 
The  inquiry  into  the  manner  in  which  the  world  proceeded  from  God’s  will, 
he  urges,  is  “an  idle  and  aimless  venture.”  The  modus  operandi  of  God’s 
creative  activity  is  wholly  inexplicable  and  this  inexplicability  is  inevitable; 
indeed,  if  it  were  explicable,  it  would  not  be  “creative.”  Explanation  in  all  its 
forms  establishes  some  connection  or  similarity  with  what  is  experienced, 
whereas  God’s  creativity  is  an  activity  through  which  the  experients  and  what 
is  experienced  by  them  come  to  be.  How  can  human  comprehension  envisage 
the  mode  of  God’s  act  of  creation  when  it  is  itself  the  creature  of  that  act  ? 

The  philosophers  try  to  avoid  the  charge  of  plurality  with  regard  to  the 
First  Principle  so  far  as  His  knowledge  is  concerned  by  affirming  that  the 
First  Principle  does  not  know  anything  other  than  Himself  and  that  His 
self-knowledge  is  the  same  thing  as  His  essence ;  so  the  knowledge,  the  knower, 
and  the  object  of  knowledge  are  all  one  in  Him.  This  indeed  was  originally 
the  position  of  Aristotle  according  to  whom  God  is  describable  as  thought 
thinking  itself.  In  Aristotle’s  own  words,  “.  .  .  it  must  be  itself  that  thought 
thinks,  and  its  thinking  is  thinking  on  thinking.”59  This  view  of  God  as  re¬ 
flective  thought,  reflective  in  the  literal  sense  of  turning  back  upon  itself,  has 
been  subjected  to  severe  criticism  by  al-Ghazali.  According  to  him,  self-know¬ 
ledge  of  a  literal  and  direct  sort  is  an  impossibility.  He  argues  with  Plotinus 
that  self-knowledge  even  in  the  case  of  God  implies  an  epistemological  subject- 
object  dualism  and,  therefore,  would  impede  the  philosophers’  thesis  of  the 
absolute  unity  of  the  First  Principle.  Not  only  the  Aristotelian  conception  of 
God  as  thought  thinking  thought  does  not  absolve  the  philosophers  from 
introducing  plurality  in  the  First  Principle,  but  further  lands  them  into  many 
more  difficulties  with  regard  to  their  emanationistic  world-view.  Consider,  for 
example,  the  relativ  epositions  of  the  First  Principle  and  the  first  intelligence 
in  terms  of  their  knowledge.  The  First  Principle  which  is  the  emanative  cause 
of  the  first  intelligence  does  not  know  anything  other  than  Himself,  whereas 
the  latter  knows  not  only  its  cause  but  further  knows  itself  and  the  three 


58  Cf.  Tahafut,  p.  88.  Al-Ghazali.  in  support  of  his  agnosticism  with  regard  to  the 
modus  operandi  of  God’s  creativity,  alludes  at  the  end  to  the  tradition:  “Think 
over  the  product  of  God’s  creative  activity:  do  not  think  over  His  essence.”  Cf. 
Takhrij  al-Hafiz  al-Iraqi  appended  to  Ihya’,  Part  IV,  p.  410;  also  the  Qur’an, 
xviii,  15,  which  is  referred  to  by  al-Ghazali  earlier,  i.e.,  on  p.  80. 

59  Metaphysica,  p.  1072  b20.  Cf.  also  Be  Anima,  p.  424  al8. 
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effects  which  proceed  from  it,  viz.,  the  second  intelligence,  the  soul  of  the 
highest  sphere,  and  the  body  of  that  sphere.  It  is  a  strange  theory,  al-Ghazali 
observes,  which  makes  the  effect  have  the  knowledge  of  its  cause  but  not 
the  cause  of  its  effect.  The  necessity  of  a  cause  possessing  the  knowledge  of  its 
elfect  is  more  compelling  than  the  necessity  of  an  effect  possessing  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  its  cause.  In  fact,  the  philosophers  make  the  first  intelligence  superior 
to  and  “nobler”  than  the  First  Principle  in  so  far  as  from  the  First  Principle 
only  one  thing  proceeds,  while  from  the  first  intelligence  three  things  proceed. 
Further,  the  First  Principle  does  not  know  what  prodeeds  from  Him ;  in  fact, 
He  does  not  know  anything  other  than  Himself,  while  the  first  intelligence 
knows  itself,  its  cause,  and  its  three  effects.  Al-Ghazali  feels  so  bitter  at  the 
Aristotelian  conception  of  God  as  thought  thinking  itself  that  he  goes  to  the 
length  of  saying  that  the  philosophers  by  limiting  God’s  knowledge  to  the 
sphere  of  self-knowledge  virtually  reduce  Him  to  the  status  of  the  dead.60 

5.  God’s  Knowledge  of  the  Particulars .61 — Al-Ghazali  is  very  emphatic  and 
uncompromising  with  regard  to  the  all-circumscribing  knowledge  of  God: 
“God  knows  the  creeping  of  the  black  ant  upon  the  rugged  rock  in  a  dark 
night,  and  He  perceives  the  movement  of  the  mote  in  the  midst  of  the  air.”62 
Ibn  Sina  also  subscribes  to  the  view  that  God  knows  everything:  “Nothing, 
not  even  as  much  as  a  particle  of  dust  in  the  heavens  or  on  the  earth,  remains 
hidden  from  His  knowledge.”63  Yet,  interestingly  enough,  al-Ghazali  does  not 
hesitate  to  level  a  charge  of  infidelity  against  him  on  this  score  for,  according 
to  ibn  Sina,  though  God  knows  all  the  particulars,  He  knows  them  only  in  a 
universal  way.  This  means  that  God  cannot  have  the  perceptual  knowledge 
of  particular  things  but  knows  them  by  way  of  a  universal  knowledge.  Ibn 
Sina  realizes  the  difficulty  of  his  position  and  so  adds  that  the  understanding 
of  it  needs  great  intellectual  subtlety.  The  reasons  that  he  advances  to  deny 
perceptual  knowledge  to  God  are  fully  recognized  by  al-Ghazali.  Perceptual 
knowledge  is  characterized  both  temporally  and  spatially,  whereas  God  is 
above  both  time  and  space  and  so  it  is  not  possible  to  ascribe  perceptual 
knowledge  to  Him.  A  particular  event  occurs  at  a  particular  moment  of  time 
and  suffers  change  with  the  passage  of  time.  Change  in  the  object  of  perception 
implies  a  change  in  the  content  of  perception  itself  which  obviously  leads  to 
change  in  the  subject  of  perception,  i.e.,  in  the  percipient  himself.  But  change 
in  God  is  unthinkable;  therefore,  perception  of  a  particular  event  is  not 

60  Cf.  Tahafut,  p.  80. 

81  Problem  thirteenth  of  Tahdjut,  pp.  153-62;  cf.  also  other  passages  pertain¬ 
ing  to  God’s  knowledge  by  index.  For  a  clear  and  balanced  exposition  of  the  philo¬ 
sopher’s  position  with  regard  to  this  problem,  see  Maqasid  al-Falaaifah  (Urdu  trans. 
by  M.  Hanif  Nadawi,  Qadim  Yunani  Falsajah),  Lahore,  1959,  pp.  168-78. 

82  Cf.  Ihya',  Vol.  II,  Bk.  ii.  Section  I,  English  trans.  by  D.  B.  Macdonald, 
Development  of  Muslim  Theology ,  London,  1903,  p.  302. 

83  Ibn  Sina  says  this  in  his  Kitab  al-Shija ’:  “Metaphysics,”  VIII,  6.  It  is  really 

an  allusion  to  a  verse  of  the  Qur’an  (x,  61):  .  .  and  not  the  weight  of  an  atom  in 

the  earth  or  in  the  heaven  is  hidden  from  thy  Lord  .  .  .  ” ;  also  xxxiv,  3. 
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possible  for  Him.  Similarly,  to  distinguish  between  one  particular  object  and 
another  in  space  is  possible  only  through  the  senses  and  implies  a  special 
relation  of  a  sensible  thing  to  the  percipient  as  being  near  to  or  far  from  him 
or  in  a  definite  position,  and  this  is  impossible  where  God  is  concerned.  Hence, 
it  is  not  possible  for  God  to  have  perceptual  knowledge  of  the  particulars. 
His  knowledge  can  only  be  that  which  rises  above  the  particular  “nows”  and 
the  particular  “heres,”  that  is  to  say,  is  of  conceptual  or  universal  nature. 

Ibn  Sina’s  position  as  briefly  outlined  above  seems  to  be  very  well  grounded 
in  sound  reasoning  and  is  quite  understandable,  yet,  according  to  al-Ghazali. 
it  is  so  pernicious  to  religion  that  it  altogether  demolishes  the  entire  edifice 
of  religious  Law  (hence  his  charge  of  infidelity).  The  theory  implies  that  God 
cannot  know  any  new  state  that  emerges  in  John — He  cannot  know  that  John 
has  becomes  an  infidel  or  a  true  believer,  for  He  can  know  only  the  unbelief 
or  the  belief  of  man  in  general  in  a  universal  manner  and  not  in  specific  relation 
to  individuals.  Yes,  God  cannot  know  Muhammad’s  proclaiming  himself  a 
prophet  at  the  time  when  he  did.  And  the  same  will  be  true  of  every  other 
prophet,  for  God  only  knows  that  among  men  there  are  some  who  claim  pro¬ 
phecy,  and  that  such  and  such  are  their  attributes;  but  He  cannot  know  a 
particular  prophet  as  an  individual,  for  that  is  to  be  known  only  by  the  senses. 
There  certainly  is  a  point  in  what  al-Ghazali  says  here  for  it  is  really  difficult 
to  show  any  relation  between  the  temporal  and  the  timeless,  yet  the  above 
criticism  of  his  is  a  little  wide  of  the  mark  for  it  is  based  on  a  misinterpretation 
of  ibn  Sina’s  position.  By  the  statement  that  God  does  not  have  perceptual 
knowledge  of  the  particulars,  ibn  Sina  does  not  mean  to  say  that  God  does 
not  have  the  knowledge  of  the  particulars  or  that  His  knowledge  is  restricted 
only  to  that  of  the  universal  or  general  concepts.  Ibn  Sina  insists  that  God 
does  have  knowledge  of  the  particulars;  only  this  knowledge  comes  to  Him 
not  through  sensuous  perception  but  through  intellectual  perception,  not  from 
moment  to  moment  but  eternally. 

Ibn  Sina  starts  with  the  Aristotelian  conception  that  God  has  only  self-know¬ 
ledge  but  adds  emphatically  that  His  self-knowledge  necessarily  implies  know¬ 
ledge  of  all  the  existent  things  in  the  universe  in  so  far  as  He  is  the  principal 
or  the  ultimate  source  of  them  all.  There  is  not  a  single  existent  particular 
which  does  not  proceed  from  Him  directly  or  indirectly  and  the  existence  of 
which  does  not  become  in  some  way  necessary  through  Him.  The  coming 
into  existence  of  particular  events  and  objects  is  due  to  the  action  and  inter¬ 
action  of  the  various  causes  but  ultimately  all  these  have  to  be  traced  back 
to  the  First  Cause.  God,  the  First  Cause,  has  the  full  prescience  of  the  working 
of  the  various  causes  which  originate  from  Him,  and  knows  the  effects  pro¬ 
duced  by  them  and  the  time  involved  in  their  occurrence  and  recurrence.  Thus, 
God  knows  the  particular  events  even  when  they  occur  to  a  single  individual 
under  specific  conditions  and  at  particular  times  in  so  far  as  they  are  fully 
explicable  in  terms  of  general  laws  and  all-pervasive  causal  nexus.  This  may 
be  illustrated  with  reference  to  an  analogous  human  situation.  An  astronomer 
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who  has  full  understanding  of  the  general  laws  governing  the  movements  of 
the  heavenly  bodies  can,  through  his  proper  calculations,  describe  the  various 
phenomena  such  as  the  particular  eclipses  and  the  conjunctions  of  the  stars. 
The  analogy,  however,  though  helpful,  cannot  be  stretched  to  an  identity,  for, 
strictly  speaking,  there  is  nothing  in  our  experience  to  compare  with  divine 
knowledge.  Our  knowledge  is  liable  to  error  and  is  fragmentary,  whereas  God’s 
knowledge  is  infallible  and  all-embracing,  so  much  so  that  the  whole  universe 
is  known  to  Him  in  one  single  congruous  manifestation  which  is  not  affected 
by  time.  God  is  immediately  aware  of  the  entire  sweep  of  history  regarded  as 
an  ordered  string  of  specific  events  in  an  eternal  now.  Further,  God  not  only 
knows  but  is  also  the  very  ground  of  the  objects  that  He  knows.  The  universe 
proceeds  from  the  essence  of  God  verily  because  of  His  knowledge  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  :  the  ideal  representation  of  the  universal  system  is  the  very  cause  of  its 
emanation.  Had  God  not  known  the  universe  with  all  its  concrete  particulari¬ 
ties,  the  universe  would  never  have  come  into  being.  This  indeed  is  a  very 
original  and  quite  ingenious  theory  with  regard  to  God’s  knowledge  of  the 
particulars.  Yet  it  is  undoubtedly  of  highly  speculative  nature  and  so  al- 
Ghazali  is  all  out  to  bring  quite  an  arsenal  of  criticism  against  it  with  a  dialec¬ 
tical  analyticity  and  rigour  not  incomparable  to  those  of  the  logical  positivists 
of  our  own  day.  He  is  not  at  all  prepared  to  accept  any  of  the  assumptions 
of  the  philosophers  until  and  unless  they  should  either  be  statable  in  the  form 
of  analytical  propositions  or  be  verifiable  through  some  kind  of  intuitive  ex¬ 
perience.  The  attribution  of  knowledge  to  God  as  it  is,  but  particularly  that 
of  “the  other,”  cannot  go  without  jeopardizing  to  some  extent  at  least  His 
absolute  unity  and  simplicity  which  otherwise  are  so  much  emphasized,  rather 
over-emphasized  by  the  philosophers.  Above  all,  the  theory,  like  any  of  its 
kind,  fails  to  relate  in  any  satisfactory  manner  the  eternality  of  God’s  know¬ 
ledge  with  the  transciency  of  human  experience,  which  relation  indeed  is  the 
very  crux  of  religious  experience.  And  so  far  as  it  suffers  from  the  presupposi¬ 
tions  of  the  intellectualistic-deterministic  world-view  of  the  philosophers,  al- 
Ghazali  simply  has  no  patience  with  it.  For  one,  it  suggests  a  block  universe 
such  as  makes  little  allowance  if  any  at  all  even  for  the  exercise  of  God’s  will. 
These  are  just  a  few  general  remarks  to  indicate  the  mode  and  the  various 
lines  of  al-Ghazali’s  arguments  against  the  philosophers;  they  may  now  be 
substantiated  and  amplified  by  listing  some  of  the  actual  points  of  his  criticism. 

The  statement  that  God’s  self-knowledge  necessarily  implies  the  knowledge 
of  all  the  existent  particulars  in  the  universe  cannot  be  logically  validated, 
nor  can  it  be  verified  on  the  basis  of  any  analogous  human  experience.  God’s 
self-knowledge  and  His  knowledge  of  others  do  not  have  the  relation  of  logical 
entailment,  for  it  is  possible  to  imagine  the  existence  of  the  one  without 
imagining  the  existence  of  the  other  at  the  same  time.  Looking  to  our  own 
experience  it  would  be  wrong  to  claim  that  man’s  knowledge  of  what  is  other 
than  himself  is  identical  with  his  self-knowledge  and  with  his  essence. 

It  may  be  said  that  God  does  not  know  other  things  in  the  first  intention  ( al- 
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wajh  al-aivwal )  but  that  He  knows  His  essence  as  the  principle  of  the  universe 
and  from  this  His  knowledge  of  the  universe  follows  in  the  second  intention 
( al-wajh  al-  thani ),  i.e.,  by  way  of  a  logical  inference.  Now,  the  statement  of  the 
philosophers  that  God  knows  Himself  directly  only  as  the  principle  of  the 
universe,  according  to  al-Ghazali,  is  as  much  an  arbitrary  assumption  as  the 
earlier  statement  and  is  exposed  to  exactly  the  same  kind  of  criticism.  Accord¬ 
ing  to  the  philosophers’  own  admission,  it  would  suffice  that  God  should 
know  only  His  essence ;  the  knowledge  of  His  being  the  principle  of  the  uni¬ 
verse  is  additional  to  it  and  is  not  logically  implicated  in  it.  Just  as  it  is  pos¬ 
sible  for  a  man  to  know  himself  without  knowing  that  he  is  “an  effect  of  God” 
(for  his  being  an  effect  is  a  relation  to  this  cause),  even  so  it  is  possible  for 
God  to  know  Himself  without  knowing  that  He  is  the  principle  or  cause.  The 
principle  or  cause  is  merely  the  relation  that  He  bears  to  His  effect,  the  uni¬ 
verse.  His  knowledge  of  His  relation  to  the  universe  is  not  by  any  means  entailed 
by  His  knowledge  of  His  own  essence.  Do  not  the  philosophers  themselves  in 
their  doctrine  with  regard  to  the  attributes  of  God  affirm  the  possibility  only 
of  negative  or  relational  statements  about  God  on  the  plea  that  negations  or 
relations  add  nothing  to  His  essence  ?6J  The  knowledge  of  the  relation,  there¬ 
fore,  cannot  be  identical  with  the  knowledge  of  the  essence.  Hence  the  philo¬ 
sophers’  assumption  that  God  knows  His  essence  and  thereby  also  knows 
Himself  as  the  principle  of  the  universe,  remains  unproved  logically  and  un¬ 
verified  experientially.  Al-Ghazali  raises  many  more  points  of  criticism  of  a 
similar  nature  which  fully  bring  out  the  “positivistic”  and  “analytic”  thrusts 
in  his  thought.  This  type  of  criticism  should  have  been  sufficient  with  al- 
Ghazali,  for  it  served  his  purpose  of  refuting  the  philosophers  quite  effectively, 
but  his  religious  calling  and  persuasion  impell  him  to  launch  many  more 
attacks  on  the  philosophers.  They  do  not  aim  so  much  at  the  complete  smashing 
of  the  philosophers’  arguments  as  to  bring  out  either  inconsistencies  in  their 
various  positions  or  more  so  the  difficulties  of  a  religious  nature  in  accepting 
them. 

Al-Ghazali  fully  appreciates  the  motive  of  the  philosophers  in  elaborating 
their  theory  with  regard  to  the  nature  of  God’s  knowledge  of  the  particulars, 
which  is  no  other  than  that  of  safeguarding  the  immutability  and  the  unity 
of  God.  Eliminating  the  factor  of  time  or  change  altogether  in  God’s  know¬ 
ledge,  however,  has  difficulties  of  its  own  which  will  be  noted  presently,  but 
there  is  another  aspect  of  the  philosophers’  treatment  of  the  problem  of 
God’s  knowledge  which  lands  them  into  a  morass  of  contradictions  and 
annuls  the  very  purpose  for  which  it  is  belaboured,  i.e.,  that  of  establishing 
the  unity  of  God.  Granted  that  God’s  knowledge  remains  unaffected  by  change, 
for  it  rises  above  the  distinction  of  “is,”  “was”  and  “will,”  yet  how  can  God’s 
knowledge  remain  unaffected  by  the  multiplicity  and  diversity  of  the  objects 
that  He  knows  ?  How  can  it  be  claimed  that  knowledge  remains  unitary  even 


,4  Ibid cf.  also  al-Najdt,  pp.  408  et  sqq. 


611 


A  History  of  Muslim  Philosophy 


when  the  tilings  known  are  unlimited  in  number  and  are  different,  for 
knowledge  has  to  conform  to  the  nature  of  the  things  known  ?  If  the  change  in 
the  objects  of  cognition  necessarily  presupposes  change  in  the  subject,  multi¬ 
plicity  and  difference  in  the  former  presuppose  the  same  in  the  latter. 

“Would  that  I  could  understand,”  says  al-Ghazali,  “how  an  intelligent 
person  can  allow  himself  to  disbelieve  the  oneness  of  the  knowledge  of  a  thing 
whose  states  are  divisible  into  the  Past,  the  Present,  and  the  Future;  while  he 
would  not  disbelieve  the  oneness  of  knowledge  which  relates  to  all  the  different 
Genera  and  Species.  Verily  the  difference  and  the  disparity  among  the  diverse 
Genera  and  Species  is  more  marked  than  the  difference  which  may  actually  be 
found  to  exist  among  the  states  of  a  thing  divisible  in  accordance  with  the 
division  of  time.  If  that  difference  does  not  necessitate  multiplicity  and 
difference,  how  can  this  do  so  either?”45 

Though  the  philosophers  ascribe  omniscience  and  fore-knowledge  to  God, 
they  make  His  knowledge  a  sort  of  mirror  which  passively  reflects  in  an  eternal 
now  the  details  of  an  already  finished  sequence  of  events  just  as  we  in  a 
particular  present  moment  have  the  memory  of  a  fixed  and  inalterable  se¬ 
quence  of  past  events.  Thus,  God’s  knowledge  of  time  is  restricted  only  to 
the  relational  aspect  of  time,  i.e.,  that  of  the  sequence  of  before  and  after  or 
of  earlier  and  later.  There  is,  however,  another  aspect  of  time  which  typically 
characterizes  the  human  experience  and  forms  its  very  essence,  namely,  that 
of  the  ever-fleeting,  ever-changing  now.  This  is  the  time  which  is  born  afresh 
at  every  moment,  the  time  in  which  the  future  is  perpetually  flowing  through 
the  present  into  the  past.  Now,  according  to  the  philosophers’  thesis  of  God’s 
knowledge  as  explained  above,  in  God’s  eternal  being  there  can  be  no  coun¬ 
terpart  of  the  experience  of  this  living  time.in  which  we  humans  move  and  act. 
God  may  know,  for  example,  that  my  acts  of  religious  devotion  are  subsequent 
to  my  religious  conversion,  but  He  cannot  know  now  that  I  am  acting  or  have 
acted  in  such  and  such  a  way.  So  God  in  His  supra-temporal  transcendence 
would  remain  impervious  to  my  religious  solicitations,  for  I  am  eternally 
doomed  to  the  tyranny  of  this  ever-fleeting,  ever- trembling  now.44  Should  this 
be  true  and  should  I  come  to  realize  it,  I  may  cry  in  despair:  “Of  what  use  is 
God  to  me !”  Such  is  the  catastrophe  to  which  the  philosophers’  over-emphasis 
upon  the  eternality  and  changelessness  of  God’s  knowledge  leads  through  its 
very  incumbent  logic.  The  problem  of  the  relation  of  the  eternality  of  God  to 

65  Tahafut,  p.  159.  Even  though  al-Ghazali  is  not  justified  in  alleging  that 
philosophers  restrict  God’s  knowledge  merely  to  the  universals,  namely,  the  genera, 
the  species,  and  the  universal  accidents,  yet  his  criticism  of  the  philosophers  on 
this  point  is  not  vitiated  by  this  misunderstanding  and  he  is  quite  right  in  pointing 
out  the  inconsistency  in  their  position. 

84  Aristotle’s  conception  of  time  is  essentially  intellectualistic  and  static,  whereas 
al-Ghazali’s  standpoint  with  regard  to  time,  in  keeping  with  his  theistic  occasion¬ 
alism,  is  intuitionistic  and  dynamic  much  like  Bergson’s  duree.  Cf.  Louis  Massignon, 
“Time  in  Islamic  Thought”  in  Man  and  Time  (Papers  from  the  Eranos  Yearbooks), 
London,  1958,  pp.  108-14.  Also  M.  F.  Cleugh,  Time,  London,  1937. 
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the  temporality  of  human  experience  is  almost  an  impossible  problem  and  the 
philosophers  of  all  times  have  stumbled  over  it.  It  may  be  suggested,  however, 
that  God  is  transcendental  to  both  time  and  change  and  yet  in  some  mysterious 
way  immanent  in  it.  Viewed  superficially,  this  seems  to  be  an  apparent  logical 
contradiction,  but,  adds  al-Ghazali.  the  philosophers  dare  not  point  this  out 
for  they  themselves  have  affirmed  with  regard  to  their  doctrine  of  the  eternity 
of  the  world  that  the  world  is  eternal  and  yet  at  the  same  time  subject  to 
change. 

The  statement  that  God  not  only  knows  the  universe  but,  further,  that  this 
knowledge  is  the  very  ground  and  the  cause  of  the  universe,  though  very 
significant  in  itself,  is  made  by  the  philosophers  essentially  within  the  frame¬ 
work  of  their  deterministic-emanationistic  world-view  and  as  such,  according 
to  al-Ghazali.  involves  them  into  an  embarrassing  predicament.  There  is  no 
sense  in  talking  about  the  knowledge  of  an  agent  when  his  action  is  a  “natural 
action”  in  the  sense  that  it  follows  from  him  necessarily  and  is  not  the  result 
of  his  volition.  We  do  not  say  that  knowledge  of  light  possessed  by  the  sun 
is  the  requisite  condition  for  the  emanation  of  light  from  the  sun,  and  this  in 
fact  is  the  analogy  which  the  philosophers  have  employed  to  explain  the 
procession  of  the  world  from  the  being  of  God.  Further,  according  to  them, 
the  universe  has  not  been  produced  by  God  all  at  once  but  has  proceeded 
from  Him  through  “the  intermediaries  and  the  other  consequences  and  the 
consequences  of  those  consequences  all  indirectly  connected  with  these  inter¬ 
mediaries.  ”6’  Even  if  it  should  be  granted  that  the  necessary  procession  of 
something  from  an  agent  requires  the  knowledge  by  him  of  that  which  pro¬ 
ceeds,  God’s  knowledge  at  best  would  be  only  that  of  the  first  intelligence 
and  of  nothing  besides.  That  which  proceeds  from  something  which  proceeds 
from  God  may  not  be  necessarily  known  to  Him.  Knowledge  is  not  necessary 
in  the  case  of  the  indirect  consequences  of  volitional  actions ;  how  can  it  be 
so  in  the  case  of  the  indirect  consequences  of  necessary  actions  ?  Thus,  the 
assertion  of  the  philosophers  that  God’s  knowledge  is  the  very  ground  and 
cause  of  that  which  He  knows  loses  its  entire  significance  because  of  its  moorings 
in  the  Plotinian  scheme  of  emanationism. 

Through  a  strange  irony  of  logic  the  emanationistic  argument  of  the  philo¬ 
sophers,  instead  of  building  a  staircase  between  God  and  the  world,  creates 
almost  an  unbridgeable  gulf  between  the  two.  It  certainly  leads  to  the  con¬ 
clusion  that  God  is  directly  related  only  to  the  first  intelligence,  i.e.,  the  first 
item  of  the  series  of  emanations  between  God  and  the  world;  on  the  other 
hand,  the  world  is  directly  related  only  to  the  lowest  end  of  that  series.  Further, 
the  argument  makes  the  world  an  independent  and  autonomous  system,  which 
can  be  understood  by  itself  because  of  its  insistence  on  an  inexorable  causal 
necessity  such  as  pervades  the  entire  scheme  of  things.  This  conception  of  a 
through  and  through  causally  determined  universe  rooted  in  the  intellectual- 


67  Cf.  Tahafut,  p.  189. 
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emanationistic  metaphysics  of  the  philosophers  was  so  radically  different  from 
his  own  dynamic-occasionalistic  world-view  grounded  in  the  theistic- volunta¬ 
ristic  metaphysics  of  the  Ash'arite  tradition  that  al-Ghazali  declared  a  com¬ 
plete  parting  of  the  way  with  them.  Their  world-view,  al-Ghazali  made  it 
clear,  militates  particularly  against  the  fundamental  Islamic  doctrine  of 
God’s  providence  and  omnipotence,  and  leaves  no  possibility  for  the  happening 
of  miracles  such  as  turning  of  a  rod  into  a  serpent,  denaturing  fire  of  its  capacity 
to  burn,  revivification  of  the  dead,  splitting  of  the  moon  (all  so  clearly  referred 
to  in  the  Qur’an).68  There  certainly  is  no  scope  for  the  exercise  of  God’s  free¬ 
will  in  a  universe  in  which  there  is  no  real  becoming  and  in  which  the  future 
is  already  given  in  the  present  as  its  necessary  effect.  Nor,  in  view  of  the  reign 
of  the  inexorable  law  of  causal  necessity  in  such  a  universe,  is  there  any 
possibility  for  the  miracles,  except  those  which  can  be  “naturalized”  through 
scientific  explanation. 

6.  Causality. — Al-Ghazali’s  desire  to  vindicate  the  truth  of  the  religious 
position  mentioned  above  led  him  to  make  a  highly  critical  and  acute  analysis 
of  the  philosophers’  concept  of  causality.  This  analysis,  which  bears  a  strikingly 
close  similarity  to  that  of  Hume’s,  brings69  out  clearly  the  most  remarkable 
originality  and  acumen  of  al-Ghazali’s  thought.  The  problem  that  engaged 
him  at  the  outset  of  his  inquiry  with  regard  to  the  seventeenth  disputation  in 
the  Taliafut  is  the  problem  of  the  alleged  necessity  of  the  causal  connection 
as  maintained  and  insisted  on  by  the  philosophers.  He  challenges  the  validity 
of  this  necessity  right  as  he  opens  the  discussion.70  “In  our  view,”  he  asserts, 
“the  connection  between  what  are  believed  to  be  cause  and  effect  is  not 
necessary.”  The  reason  that  he  offers  for  the  justification  of  his  position  is  that 
the  relation  between  cause  and  effect  is  not  that  of  logical  entailment.  The 
affirmation  of  the  one  does  not  imply  the  affirmation  of  the  other,  nor  does 
the  denial  of  the  one  imply  the  denial  of  the  other.  Neither  the  existence  nor 
the  non-existence  of  the  one  is  necessarily  presupposed  by  the  existence  or 
the  non-existence  of  the  other.  The  relation  between  quenching  of  thirst  and 
drinking,  satiety  and  eating,  burning  and  fire,  or  light  and  sunrise,  etc.,  is 
not  a  necessary  relation,  for  in  no  case  does  the  one  term  logically  imply  the 
other.  There  is  nothing  logically  contradictory  in  assuming  that  fire  may  not 
bum,  and  drinking  may  not  quench  thirst,  and  so  on. 

The  alleged  necessity  of  the  causal  connection  is  not  logically  warranted 
because  through  no  amount  of  logical  reasoning  can  we  deduce  the  effect  from 

68  Miracles  ascribed  to  the  prophets  Moses,  Abraham,  Jesus,  and  Muhammad 
respectively;  cf.  the  Qur’an,  xx,  17-23,  xxviii,  31;  xxi,  68,  69,  xx,  124,  xxxvii,  97, 
98;  iii,  48;  v,  110;  and  liv,  1. 

69  Cf.  Hume,  Treatise  of  Human  Nature,  Bk.  I,  Part  iii.  Cf.  also  Hanif  Nadawi, 
Sargudhasht-i  Ghazali,  pp.  62-76;  also  article  “Ghazali  ka  Nazriyyah-i  Ta’lil,” 
Thaqajat  (Urdu),  Institute  of  Islamic  Culture,  Lahore,  July  1959,  Vol.  VII,  No.  7, 
pp.  11-19. 

70  The  real  starting  point  of  the  discussion  on  causality  belongs  to  the  later 
part  of  the  sixteenth  disputation.  See  Tahdfut,  p.  181. 


614 


Al-Ghazali 


the  cause.  At  best  it  is  based  on  observation  or  experience.  We  observe  that 
objects  succeed  one  another  or  that  similar  objects  are  constantly  conjoined. 
Now,  this  proves  succession,  not  causation,  or  conjunction,  not  connection.  The 
fire  which  is  an  inanimate  object  has  no  power  to  produce  the  effect  of  burning ; 
“observation  shows  only  that  one  is  with  the  other  and  not  that  it  is  by  it,” 
i.e.,  the  effect  happens  with  the  cause  and  not  through  it  (‘indahu  la  bihi ).n 

The  notion  of  necessity  is  valid  only  in  the  case  of  logical  relations  such  as 
identity,  implication,  disjunction,  etc.  In  the  sphere  of  mere  natural  relations 
necessity  has  no  scope.  In  the  order  of  nature,  unlike  the  order  of  thought,  we 
deal  merely  with  the  contingent  and  alogical  entities  which  remain  unrelated 
to  each  other  except  in  the  minds  of  the  perceiver.  Objects  as  such  are  not 
connected  with  one  another ;  only  the  ideas  of  them  get  connected  in  our  mind 
by  association.  The  relation  between  fire  and  burning  is  not  a  necessary  relation, 
for  it  does  not  belong  to  the  realm  of  necessity  but  to  that  of  possibility  such 
as  may  happen  or  may  not  happen  depending  on  the  will  of  God.  “It  is  only,” 
al-Ghazali  enunciates  clearly,  “when  something  possible  is  repeated  over  and 
over  again  (so  as  to  form  the  Norm),  that  its  pursuance  of  a  uniform  course  in 
accordance  with  the  Norm  in  the  past  is  indelibly  impressed  upon  our  minds.”72 
Thus,  if  there  is  any  semblance  of  necessity  in  the  order  of  natural  relations 
such  as  that  of  cause  and  effect,  it  is  merely  because  the  two  terms  which  in 
nature  remain  extrinsic  to  each  other,  through  constant  repetition  become 
conjoined  in  our  consciousness.  Causal  necessity  is  just  the  habit  of  our  mind : 
it  is  merely  a  psychological  necessity  and  not  a  logical  necessity.  The  psycho¬ 
logical  necessity  differs  from  logical  necessity  in  this  that  its  denial  like  the 
latter  does  not  involve  us  in  a  logical  impossibility.  Hence  the  miracles,  such 
as  the  fire  not  burning  the  body  of  Abraham  when  he  was  thrown  into  it,  are 
not  impossible  to  think.  Al-Ghazali  insists  that  the  denial  of  miracles  can  be 
justified  only  when  it  should  be  proved  that  they  are  logically  impossible  and 
where  such  proof  is  not  forthcoming  their  denial  is  sheer  ignorance  and  ob¬ 
duracy. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  further  that  al-Ghazali.  in  the  course  of  lvis  discussion 
of  the  principle  of  causality  and  the  possibility  of  miracles,  comes  close 
to  propounding  the  notion  of  the  composite  nature  of  a  cause  and  also  that 
of  plurality  of  causes.  Cause  he  understands  to  be  the  sum  total  of  many 
contributory  factors,  some  of  which  are  positive  while  others  negative,  and 
all  of  w'hich  have  to  be  considered  in  conjunction.  Take  the  case  of  a  man 
seeing  a  coloured  object:  he  should  possess  sound  vision,  he  should  open  his 
eyes,  there  should  be  no  obstruction  between  the  eyes  and  the  object  of  vision, 
the  object  should  be  a  coloured  one,  the  atmosphere  should  be  not  dark 
but  have  sufficient  light,  etc.  Any  one  condition  by  itself  cannot  be  taken 
to  be  a  cause  and  a  single  negative  condition  such  as  the  blindness  of  the 


71  Tahafut ,  p.  186. 

72  Ibid.,  p.  189. 
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person  or  the  darkness  of  atmosphere  may  make  the  cause  non-operative  though 
logically  not  impossible.  The  relation  of  cause  and  effect  is  based  on  observation 
and  observation  as  such  does  not  rule  out  the  possibility  that  the  same  effect 
might  follow  some  cause  other  than  the  apparent  one.  Even  where  we  recognize 
that  there  are  many  causes  for  the  same  effect,  we  cannot  limit  the  number 
of  causes  just  to  those  which  we  ourselves  have  observed.  So  there  are  many 
causes  for  the  same  effect73  and  a  cause  is  a  sum  total  of  many  conditions. 
In  view  of  this  it  is  not  possible  to  negate  an  effect  on  the  negation  of  one 
particular  cause  but  on  the  negation  of  all  the  various  causes.  This  latter 
possibility,  however,  is  emphatically  discounted  by  al-Ghazali  so  far  as  we 
are  concerned,  for  it  presupposes  a  complete  and  exhaustive  knowledge  of  all 
the  causes  and  their  conditions,  which  knowledge  we  humans  can  never  come 
to  possess.  Moreover,  causes  by  themselves  are  inert  entities;  will  and  action 
cannot  be  attributed  to  them.  They  act  only  through  the  power  and  agency 
of  God.74  The  only  will  is  the  absolutely  free-will  of  God  which  works  un¬ 
constrained  by  any  extraneous  law  or  incumbency  except  the  self-imposed 
law  of  contradiction.  Thus,  the  things  to  which  God’s  power  extends  include 
mysterious  and  wonderful  facts  such  as  “elude  the  discernment  of  human 
sensibility.”  Indeed,  God’s  power  extends  to  all  kinds  of  logical  possibilities 
such  as  turning  of  a  rod  into  a  serpent,  or  the  revivification  of  the  dead.  For 
the  same  reason  it  is  not  impossible  for  Him  to  bring  about  the  resurrection 
of  bodies  in  the  life  hereafter  and  all  other  things  with  regard  to  paradise  and 
hell  which  have  been  mentioned  in  the  Qur’an.76  To  deny  them  is  both  illogical 
and  irreligious.  One  may  add  that,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  not  only  all  miracles 
are  natural  but  also  all  nature  is  miraculous.76  Nature,  however,  seems  to  be 
pervaded  by  a  causal  nexus  only  because  as  a  rule  God  does  not  choose  to 
interrupt  the  continuity  of  events  by  a  miracle ;  it  is  possible,  however,  that 
He  might  intervene  at  any  moment  that  He  deems  fit.  Such  a  standpoint 
may  make  one  sceptical  of  the  phenomena  of  nature,  but  it  may  equally  lead 
one  to  an  acute  mystical  sense  of  the  presence  of  God  to  all  things.  Scepticism 
of  this  kind  and  mysticism  need  not  always  be  antithetical — the  former  may 
as  well  lead  to  the  latter.  This  indeed  is  said  to  have  had  happened  in  the  case 
of  al-Ghazali. 


73  Cf.  Mill’s  doctrine  of  the  Plurality  of  Causes,  System  of  Logic,  Bk.  Ill,  Chap.  X, 
Section  2. 

74  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  Charles  Hartshorne  and  William  L.  Reese  call 
al-Ghazall’s  conception  of  God  as  Etiolatry,  i.e.,  cause- worshipping ;  cf.  their 
compendium:  Philosophers  Speak  of  God,  Chicago,  1953,  pp.  106-11,  esp.  p.  109. 

75  Cf.  Qur’an,  xiii,  5;  xvi,  38;  xvii,  49-51,  98,  99. 

76  In  spite  of  Hume’s  notorious  repudiation  of  the  miraculous  ( Enquiry  Con¬ 
cerning  Human  Understanding,  Section,  10,  Parts  1  &  2),  his  notion  of  causality 
through  its  own  logic  can  be  finally  resolved  to  the  Ghazalian  or  better  the  Ash- 
‘arite  position  expressed  in  this  statement.  Cf.  A.  E.  Taylor,  “David  Hume  and  the 
Miraculous,”  in  his  Philosophical  Studies,  London,  1934,  pp.  330-65;  also  F.  R. 
Tennant,  Miracle  and  Its  Philosophical  Presuppositions,  Cambridge,  1925,  p.  84. 


616 


Al-Ghazali  (Continued) 

Chapter  XXXI 
AL-GHAZALI  (Continued) 

A 

MYSTICISM 

I.  Introduction. — It  will  not  be  quite  true  to  say  that  al-Ghazali’s  final 
resort  to  Sufi- mysticism  was  merely  the  result  of  his  disillusionment  with 
philosophy  and  dissatisfaction  with  scholastic  theology.  This  is  only  a  part 
of  the  truth;  his  own  confessional  statement  to  this  effect  in  al-Munqidh 
seems  to  be  rather  an  over-statement  of  the  actual  facts.  Sufistic  influences 
had  all  along  been  working  upon  his  mind  right  from  his  early  childhood.  We 
need  only  recall  that  his  father  was  a  pious  dervish  and  his  guardian  a  Sufi 
devout,  that  in  his  youth  he  studied1  and  even  practised  Sufism  first  under 
Yusuf  al-Nassaj  in  Tus  and  then  under  al-Farmadhi  at  Nishapur  and  that 
his  own  brother  Ahmad  al-Ghazali  (d.  520/1126)  made  a  name  as  a  great 
Sufi.  It  is  not  improbable  that  he  should  have  also  learnt  of  Sufism  from  his 
teacher  Imam  al-Haramain,  for  it  is  reported  that  the  Imam  himself  had  been 
the  pupil  of  the  renowned  Sufi  abu  Nu'aim  al-Isfahani  (d.  430/1038).  So  al- 
Ghazali’s  eventual  adoption  of  the  Sufi  way  of  life  was  in  reality  a  continuation 
of  these  early  influences  and  not  simply  the  consequence  of  his  failure  to  find 
the  philosophical  solution  of  theological  problems.  Further,  it  has  to  be  empha¬ 
sized  that,  in  spite  of  his  explicit  official  denunciation  of  philosophy,  al-Ghazali 
could  never  completely  part  company  with  it.  His  Sufi-mysticism  was  as 
much  influenced  by  his  thorough  study  of  philosophy  as  by  theology;  in  its 
final  development  it  was  the  mysticism  of  a  philosopher  and  a  theologian. 
There  is  a  marked  note  of  Hellenic  thought  in  his  mystical  doctrines  and  even 
the  tracings  of  Neo-Platonism,  and  yet  paradoxical  though  it  may  seem  they 
remain  circumscribed  within  the  limits  of  orthodoxy.  His  is  surely  a  sober 
kind  of  mysticism  carefully  eschewing  all  kinds  of  pantheistic  extravagances 
and  severely  criticizing  the  antinomian  tendencies  of  the  intoxicated  Sufis. 
On  the  one  hand,  he  tried  to  make  mysticism  orthodox  and,  on  the  other, 
orthodoxy  mystical.  It  is  the  mystical  element  in  religion,  he  insisted,  which 
is  most  vital  and  makes  religious  life  a  reality.  Both  to  the  philosophers 

1  In  the  Munqidh  al-Ghazali  expressly  mentions  that  he  had  studied  the  Qut 
al-Qulub  of  abu  Talib  al-Makki  (d.  386/996),  the  works  of  Harith  al-Muhasibi 
(d.  243/857),  and  the  fragments  of  al-Junaid  (d.  298/910),  al-Shibli  (d.  334/945), 
and  abu  Yazld  al-Bistami  (d.  261/875).  At  the  end  he  adds  that  he  had  read  the 
discourses  of  all  the  leading  Sufis.  In  al-Ghazali’s  works,  indeed,  there  are  references 
to  be  found  to  all  the  great  mystics  of  Islam.  For  al-Ghazali’s  Sufistic  sources,  cf. 
Margaret  Smith,  Al-Ghazali:  The  Mystic,  London,  1944,  pp.  123-32.  For  a  compari¬ 
son  of  Qut  al-Qulitb  and  Ihya'  cf.  Shibli  Nu'mani,  al-Ghazali,  Lahore,  1956,  p.  107; 
for  the  comparison  of  Muhasibi’s  Kitdb  al-  Wasdya  and  Munqidh,  cf.  A.  J.  Arberry, 
Sufism,  London,  1950,  pp.  47-50. 
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and  the  scholastic  theologians  he  brought  home  the  fact  that  the  basis  of 
all  religious  certainty  is  the  first-hand  living  experience  of  God.  He  indeed 
did  his  best  to  vitalize  the  Law  and  the  doctrine  of  Islam  through  this 
emphasis  on  the  living  religious  experience,  and  this  is  evident  from  the  very 
title  of  his  magnum  cpus,  Ihya’  ‘Ulum  al-Din  (Revivification  of  the  Sciences 
of  Religion).  But  the  mystical  teaching  of  al-Ghazali  found  in  Ihya’,  meant 
for  all  to  read,  must  be  studied  in  conjunction  with  what  is  given  in  his  other 
works  dealing  more  specially  with  the  Sufi  doctrine  such  as  Mishkdt  al- Anwar, 
al-Ma‘arif  al-‘Aqliyyah,  Mukashajat  al-Qulub  and  the  like.  The  theory  deve¬ 
loped  in  these  works  represents  what  may  be  labelled  as  theosophical  mysticism 
and  this  cannot  be  properly  understood  without  reference  to  al-Ghazali’s 
specific  views  about  the  nature  of  God  and  the  human  soul.  From  the  point 
of  view  of  our  present  study  his  mystical  views  with  regard  to  God  and  soul 
may  be  profitably  compared  with  those  of  the  philosophers,  i.  e.,  al-Farabi, 
ibn  Sina,  and  their  followers. 

2.  God. — The  philosophers  have  particularly  emphasized  the  absolute  unity 
of  God.  No  positive  attributes  can  be  ascribed  to  God  for  that  leads  to  the 
subject-predicate  dualism.  Even  existence  can  only  be  referred  to  Him.  He  is 
above  all  distinctions  and  above  all  the  categories  of  thought.  This  over¬ 
emphasis  on  unity  shorn  of  all  qualities  reduces  God  to  a  mere  contentless 
inanity.  He  becomes  an  ineffable,  indescribable,  impredicable  something.  Such 
is  the  result  of  the  dialectic  of  the  philosophers’  monistic  reductionism.  As 
mentioned  in  the  preceding  chapter,  some  of  them,  following  Aristotle,  have 
described  God  as  thought  thinking  thought.  That  which  He  knows  comes  into 
being  emanating  from  the  over-effulgence  of  His  Being,  but  He  does  not 
positively  will  anything,  for  willing  implies  a  need — a  deficiency.  He  recognizes 
only  Himself  or  at  best  His  first  emanent,  the  first  intelligence,  and,  thus,  is 
purely  transcendent  to  this  world  of  change  and  multiplicity. 

Like  the  philosophers,  al-Ghazali  lays  stress  on  the  unity  of  God:  God 
is  the  sole-existent  and  the  ultimate  cause  and  ground  of  all  being,  the  only 
self-subsisting  reality.  Yet  He  possesses  the  fullness  of  being,  all  the  attributes 
mentioned  in  the  Qur’an  inhere  in  Him,  only  the  modality  of  this  inherence  is 
rationally  unknowable.  We  should,  however,  understand  that  all  His  attributes 
are  spiritual.  He  is  perfect  goodness  and  perfect  beauty:  the  supreme  object 
of  love.2  He  is  the  light  of  lights,  the  eternal  wisdom,  the  creative  truth,  but 
above  all  He  is  the  eternal  will. 

To  the  philosophers  God  is  primarily  thought  or  intelligence,  but  to  al- 
Ghazali  He  is  primarily  a  will  which  is  the  cause  of  creation.  “The  First 
Principle,”  he  says,  “is  an  omnipotent  and  willing  agent,  He  does  what  He 
wills,  and  ordains  as  He  likes,  and  He  creates  the  similar  and  dissimilar  things 
alike,  whenever  and  in  whatever  manner  He  wills.”3  So  Ultimate  Reality  is 


2  Cf.  Ihya',  Cairo,  1340/1921,  Vol.  IV,  p.  259  et.  sqq. 

3  Tahafut,  p.  88 ;  see  note  No.  38  in  the  preceding  chapter. 
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essentially  will.  The  entire  choir  of  the  heavens  and  the  furniture  of  the  earth 
are  the  direct  work  of  God,  produced  out  of  sheer  nothingness  simply  through 
His  terrific  “Be.”4 5  God  has  created  the  universe  through  His  will,  sustains  it 
through  His  will,  and  one  day  will  let  it  pass  away  by  His  will.  According  to 
the  philosophers,  God  wills  the  world  because  He  thinks  of  it.  According  to 
al-Ghazali,  “God  has  cognizance  of  the  world  because  He  mils  it  and  in  His 
willing  it.”6 

Like  the  philosophers,  al-Ghazali  also  emphasizes  the  transcendent  aspect 
of  God.  He  is  exalted  beyond  the  limitations  of  space  and  time,  for  He  is  the 
creator  of  space  and  time.  He  was  before  time  and  space  were.  But  He  is  also 
immanent  in  this  spatio-temporal  order;  His  eternal  wisdom  and  supreme 
beauty  manifest  themselves  through  the  wonders  and  glory  of  His  creation.  His 
eternal  will  is  in  action  throughout  the  universe ;  it  is  in  the  swing  of  the  sun  and 
the  moon  and  in  the  alternation  of  day  and  night.  Everywhere  around  is  the 
touch  and  working  of  God.6  Al-Ghazali’s  God  is  not  the  Absolute  of  the  philo¬ 
sophers  who  is  bleak  and  cold,  but  a  personal  God,  a  living  God.  He  desires 
intercourse  with  His  creatures  and  makes  it  possible  for  them  to  enter  into 
fellowship  with  Himself  through  prayer  and  contemplation  and,  above  all, 
through  the  gift  of  mystical  gnosis. 

3.  Soul.— The  difference  between  al-Ghazali  and  the  philosophers  with 
regard  to  the  nature  of  the  soul  is  not  so  very  well  marked.  He  only  insists, 
like  Kant,7  that  the  philosophers  through  their  rational  arguments  cannot 
give  any  conclusive  proof  for  the  spirituality,  substantiality,  unity,  immor¬ 
tality,  etc.,  of  the  human  soul.  His  attack  on  the  philosophers  on  this  issue  is 
as  incisive  and  analytic  as  that  of  Kant  but  probably  more  violent.  He  actually 
smashes  one  by  one  all  the  ten  arguments  which  he  himself  expounds  as  force¬ 
fully  as  they  could  be  in  favour  of  their  thesis.8  Like  Kant,  again,  he  does  not 
disagree  with  their  basic  position  but  only  with  their  method.  He  even  joins  the 
philosophers  in  their  refutation  of  the  position  of  some  of  the  scholastic  theo¬ 
logians,  who  maintained  that  the  soul  is  a  kind  of  subtle  body  or  an  accident 
and  not  a  substance.9  What  is  more  and  rather  strange,  while  determining  the 
place  of  the  soul  in  the  realm  of  beings,  al-Ghazali  talks  the  very  language  of 

4  Qur’an,  ii,  117;  xvi,  40. 

5  T.  J.  de  Boer,  The  History  of  Philosophy  in  Islam,  English  trans.  by  E.  R. 
Jones,  London,  1933,  p.  163. 

6  Cf.  Qur’an,  iii,  189,  190;  vi,  100;  x,  5,  6;  xiii,  3,  4,  etc.;  of.  also  al-Ghazali’s 
al-Hikmah  fi  Makhluqdt  AUah,  Cairo,  1321/1903. 

7  Cf.  M.  Saeed  Sheikh,  “Kant’s  Critique  of  Rational  Psychology  and  Its  Para¬ 
logisms,”  [Proceedings  of  the  Sixth]  Pakistan  Philosophical  Congress,  Lahore,  1959, 
pp.  185-93. 

8  Cf.  Tahafut,  pp.  200-20.  For  a  comparison  of  al-Ghazali’s  and  ibn  Sina’s 
views  with  regard  to  soul,  cf.  Sulaiman  Dunya,  ol-IJ cufiqah  fi  Nazr  al-Qhazdli, 
Egypt,  1367/1947,  pp.  356-455. 

9  Cf.  article  “Nafs,”  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam,  esp.  sections  9  and  10;  also  Maqasid 
al-Falasifah  (Urdu  translation)  by  M.  Hanif  Nadawi,  Lahore,  1959,  pp.  323-32. 
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the  Neo-Platonic  philosophers.  His  cosmological  triad  of  the  divine  world 
(‘alam  al-malakut),  the  celestial  world  (‘Slam  al-jabrut),  and  the  material, 
phenomenal  world  (‘alam  al-mulk  w-al-shahadah )  runs  closely  parallel  to  that 
of  Plotinus  consisting  of  the  universal  mind,  the  universal  soul,  and  matter.10 
Like  Plotinus,  he  seems  to  vouchsafe  that  the  human  soul  belongs  to  ‘dlarn 
al-jabarut,  i.e.,  midway  between  the  divine  world  and  the  material  world, 
and  so  is  neither  purely  eternal  like  the  former  nor  merely  temporal  like  the 
latter  but  partakes  of  them  both. 

Al-Ghazali’s  conception  of  the  human  soul,  however,  is  essentially  based 
on  the  teachings  of  the  Qur’an  and  the  Tradition.  The  interesting  thing  about 
this  conception  is  that  it  runs  parallel  to  his  conception  of  God.  Soul  like 
God  is  a  unity  and  like  Him  it  is  primarily  and  essentially  a  will.  Further,  as 
God  is  both  transcendent  to  and  immanent  in  the  universe  so  is  soul  with 
reference  to  body.  “Man  is  made  in  the  image  of  God,”11  is  a  saying  of  the  Holy 
Prophet  and  it  is  twice  stated  in  the  Qur’an  that  “Allah  breathed  into  man 
of  His  own  spirit.”12  The  soul  is  a  mirror  illumined  by  the  divine  spark  re¬ 
flecting  the  qualities  and  even  the  essence  of  God.  “Not  only  are  man’s  attri¬ 
butes,”  says  al-Ghazali.  “a  reflection  of  God’s  attributes  but  the  mode  of 
existence  of  man’s  soul  affords  an  insight  into  God’s  mode  of  existence.  .  .  .” 
Knowledge  of  the  self  is  the  key  to  the  knowledge  of  God,  for  so  is  the  oft- 
quoted  tradition:  “He  who  knows  himself  knows  his  Lord.”  “Both  God  and 
soul,”  al-Ghazali  adds,  “are  invisible,  indivisible,  unconfined  by  space  and 
time,  and  outside  the  categories  of  quantity  and  quality:  nor  can  the  ideas 
of  shape,  colour,  or  size  attach  to  them.  .  .  .”13 

The  soul  of  man  is  different  from  everything  else  in  the  sensuous  world. 
There  are  two  worlds:  the  world  of  command  (amr)  and  the  created  world 
(khalq).u  Everything  devoid  of  quantity  and  dimension  belongs  to  the  world 
of  amr.  Soul  belongs  to  the  world  of  amr  also  because  it  proceeds  from  the 
command  of  God:  “Say,  the  spirit  proceedeth  at  the  command  of  my  Lord”16 
is  God’s  instruction  to  the  Prophet.  It  is  the  world  of  amr  that  rifles  the  created 
world;  the  command  is  the  divine  force  which  directs  and  regulates  the  world. 
Thus  soul  is  a  spiritual  principle  which  having  life  in  itself  vitalizes  the  body 
and  controls  it  and  regulates  it.  Body  is  the  instrument  and  vehicle  of  the 
soul.  God  is  primarily  a  will  and  man  is  akin  to  God  especially  in  respect  of 
will.  Volo  ergo  sum  is  the  dictum  on  which  al-Ghazali  builds-  lus  mystical 

10  See  Ihya\  Cairo  1340/1921,  p.  54.  Cf.  also  D.  B.  Macdonald,  Development  of 
Muslim  Theology  .  .  .,  London,  1903,  pp.  234, 235,  and  A.  J.  Wensinck,  The  Relation 
between  al-Qhazali’s  Cosmology  and  His  Mysticism,  Amsterdam,  1933. 

11  See  Kimiya-i  Sa'adat,  Urdu  trans.  by  M.  ‘InSyat  Ullah,  Lahore,  n.  d.,  pp.  8, 
36.  Also  cf.  Qur’an,  xxx,  30. 

12  Qur’an,  xv,  29;  xxxviii,  72. 

13  Kimiya-i  Sa‘adat,  English  trans.  by  Claud  Field,  The  Alchemy  of  Happiness, 
Lahore,  n.d.,  pp.  19,  35. 

14  See  Kimiya-i  Sa‘adat,  Urdu  trans.,  p.  10. 

15  Qur’an,  xvii,  85. 
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psychology  and  epistemology.  The  essential  element  of  the  soul  is  not  thought 
which  in  the  final  analysis  is  based  upon  the  bodily  perceptions  and  the 
categories  of  thought  but  will  which  created  them  both  for  its  own  purposes. 
Man  in  himself  has  the  infinite  spiritual  possibilities  and  it  is  through  his  will 
that  he  comes  to  realize  them  and  thus  brings  himself  close  to  the  mind  and 
will  of  God  till  God  says:  “0  soul  at  rest!  return  to  thy  Lord,  satisfied  with 
Him,  giving  satisfaction  unto  Him.  So  enter  among  My  servants  and  enter  My 
garden.”16  This  final  encounter  of  the  soul  with  God  through  the  unfolding 
of  its  own  spiritual  possibilities  and  the  realization  of  its  inmost  aspirations 
is  attained  by  walking  on  a  mystic  Path,  under  the  guidance  of  a  shaikh. 
and  constitutes  what  is  the  very  essence  and  acme  of  religious  experience. 

4.  Religious  Ex'perience  and  Moral  and  Intellectual  Values. — Whatever  the 
essence  or  inner  content  of  religious  experience  may  be,  it  certainly  is  not 
a  mere  state  of  pure  contemplation  or  knowledge  as  the  philosophers  proclaim 
it  to  be.  It  is  a  vital  experience  which  must  translate  itself  into  good  action. 
Religion  without  good  works,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  is  a  dead  religion.  The 
life  of  the  true  mystics  is  the  best  life  and  their  character  the  purest  character. 
“Were  the  intellect  of  the  intellectuals  and  the  learning  of  the  learned  and  the 
scholarship  of  the  scholars  . . .  brought  together  to  improve  the  life  and  charac¬ 
ter  of  the  mystics,  they  would  find  no  way  of  doing  so.”17  Indeed,  the  source 
from  which  the  philosophers  derive  their  ethical  theories  is  the  lives  and  teach¬ 
ings  of  these  moral  geniuses,  i.e.,  the  saints  and  the  mystics.  In  the  final 
analysis  the  mystics  themselves  are  illumined  by  the  light  of  the  lamp  of  the 
prophetic  revelation.  But  what  if  you  were  to  doubt  the  prophethood  of  a 
prophet  ?  So  close  is  the  relation  between  the  inner  religious  life  and  the  outer 
moral  expression  of  it  that  you  can  move  from  one  back  to  the  other.  The 
authenticity  of  a  prophet  can  be  attested  by  applying  a  moral  test,  that  is, 
by  making  a  close  study  of  his  conduct,  by  assessing  the  transformations 
which  his  creative  will  has  wrought  in  human  history  and  by  evaluating  the 
new  socio-politico-legal  system  that  he  has  introduced  and  established  in  a 
society.  Of  the  truths  of  religion,  we  acquire  not  a  theoretical  but  a  moral 
certainty:  the  deed  is  more  important  than  mere  idea,  the  will  is  more  ulti¬ 
mate  than  pure  intellect. 

Though  the  philosophers  do  not  deny  the  importance  of  transforming 
truth  values  into  moral  values,  ideas  into  deeds,  so  far  as  their  theory  of 
prophecy  is  concerned,  yet  in  pursuance  of  the  dominant  Hellenic  tradition 
they  seem  to  hold  that  knowledge  without  consequent  action  has  its  own 
intrinsic  value.  Good  deeds  are  preparatory  to  correct  thinking.  The  ultimate 
perfection  of  the  soul  consists  in  God-like  contemplation,  in  a  state  of  pure 
knowledge  which  though  not  without  joy  is  certainly  without  action.  Al- 
Ghazali  strongly  revolted  against  this  extreme  mtellectualism  of  the  philo- 


16  Ibid.,  lxxxix,  27-30. 

17  Munqidh,  p.  60;  see  note  No.  1  in  the  preceding  chapter. 
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sophers,  yet  he  did  not  remain  altogether  unaffected  by  it.  It  is  indeed  futile 
to  look  for  any  lifeless  consistency  in  his  attitudes  which  make  a  happy  syn¬ 
thesis  of  voluntarism,  pragmatism,  and  idealism.  He  concedes,  for  example, 
that  a  prophet  is  a  person  endowed  with  extraordinary  intellect  which  enables 
him  to  attain  contact  with  the  active  intellect,  the  proximate  source  of  pro¬ 
phetic  revelation.18  Like  the  philosophers,  he  also  affirms  that  perfection  of 
the  soul  consists  in  knowledge,  albeit  intuitive  knowledge ;  like  them,  he  also 
shows  predilections  for  knowledge  for  its  own  sake.  “The  ink  of  the  scholar 
is  better  than  the  blood  of  the  martyr.”19  It  is  certainly  true  so  far  as  by 
knowledge  we  here  understand  knowledge  of  the  religious  sciences,  but  it  is 
also  in  a  sense  true  of  all  other  sciences.  Knowledge  of  the  sciences  dealing 
with  things  that  God  has  made  is  regarded  by  al-Ghazali  as  a  necessary  pre¬ 
lude  to  the  knowledge  of  God  Himself.  The  study  of  all  branches  of  knowledge 
and  taking  the  greatest  share  of  most  of  them  is  a  necessary  part  of  the  mystic 
discipline.  “If  the  soul  has  not  been  exercised  in  the  sciences  dealing  with 
fact  and  demonstration,  it  will  acquire  mental  phantasms  which  will  be  mis¬ 
taken  by  it  to  be  truths  descending  upon  it.  .  .  .  Many  Sufis  remain  stuck  for 
years  in  such  figments  of  imagination,  but  they  certainly  would  have  been 
saved  from  these,  had  they  first  followed  the  path  of  scientific  study  and 
acquired  by  laborious  learning  as  much  of  the  demonstrative  sciences  as 
human  power  could  encompass.  .  .  ,”20 

It  has  almost  become  a  fashion  to  label  al-Ghazali  as  an  anti-intellectualist 
and  to  ascribe  to  him  much  of  the  backwardness  of  Muslim  community  ever 
since  the  sixth/twelfth  century:  its  conservatism  and  its  anti-liberalism.21  It 
is  alleged  that  al-Ghazali  through  his  emphasis  on  fundamentalism  and  spiri¬ 
tualism  initiated  a  movement  in  Muslim  thought  that  killed  all  zest  for  philo¬ 
sophic  inquiry  and  scientific  reflection,  if  it  did  not  outright  create  an  antipathy 
for  them.  The  anti-intellectualism  or  the  anti-liberalism  of  the  Muslim  com¬ 
munity  is  a  highly  complex  sociological  phenomenon  and  its  causes  shall 
have  to  be  explored  in  a  great  many  areas;  it  would  be  too  much  of  an  over¬ 
simplification  of  facts  to  ascribe  it  to  a  single  name,  however  great  that  name 
may  be.  We  have  only  to  remember  that  al-Ghazali  never  left  philosophy 
altogether  and  that  he  himself  was  very  well  acquainted  with  the  scientific 
knowledge  of  his  day,22  most  of  which  he  accepted  as  true.  The  charge  of 
the  kind  mentioned  above  may  be  made  only  with  reference  to  some  one 


18  Cf.  F.  Rahman,  Prophecy  in  Islam,  London,  1958,  p.  96. 

19  Ihya',  Urdu  trans.  by  M.  Ahsan  Siddlqi,  Lucknow,  1955,  Vol.  I,  pp.  11  et  sqq. 

20  Cf .  Mizan  al-'Amal,  Cairo,  1342/1923,  pp.  35,  36;  also  Ihyai,  Part  I,  Book  I, 
Section  7  on  ‘ Aql  (Intellect). 

21  Cf.  P.  K.  Hitti,  History  of  the  Arabs,  London,  1949,  p.  432;  Max  Meyerhof, 
The  Legacy  of  Islam,  ed.  T.  Arnold  and  A.  Guillaume,  Oxford,  1931,  p.  337;  and 
Will  Durant,  The  Age  of  Faith,  New  York,  1950,  pp.  256,  257,  332. 

22  He  himself  wrote  a  treatise  on  astronomy.  Cf.  Sarton,  Introduction  to  the 
History  of  Science,  Baltimore,  1927,  Vol.  I,  p.  753. 
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particular  work  but  it  cannot  at  all  be  justified  if  the  whole  course  of  his 
works  is  taken  into  consideration. 

Considering,  however,  the  number  and  complexity  of  the  subjects  with 
which  his  works  deal,  the  various  levels  of  readers  for  whom  they  were  written 
and  the  fact  of  his  own  spiritual  development,  it  is  not  always  possible  to 
reconcile  his  various  views  and  attitudes  and  to  defend  him  against  all  charges 
of  inconsistency.23  One  such  difficulty  arises  when,  after  having  considered 
his  views  about  the  nature  of  the  soul  and  God,  we  come  to  formulate  his 
position  with  regard  to  the  relation  between  the  two.  Whether  his  conception 
of  this  relation  makes  an  allowance  for  pantheism,  is  a  question  which  has 
puzzled  some  students  of  al-Ghazali.24 

5.  Pantheism. — Al-Ghazali’s  view  of  God  as  being  both  immanent  and 
transcendent,  his  firm  belief  in  God  being  a  personal  God  who  allows  His 
creatures  to  enter  into  communion  with  Him,  his  emphasis  on  God’s  being 
a  creator  who  created  the  universe  at  a  specific  time  through  an  act  of  voli¬ 
tion,  one  and  all,  can  hardly  fit  into  any  scheme  of  pantheism.  The  description 
of  the  mystic’s  experience  of  God  at  the  higher  reaches  of  his  ecstatic  flights  as 
identification  (iltilidd)  or  unification  (wusdl)  with  God  or  inherence  or 
indwelling  (hulul)  in  Him,  al-Ghazali  has  expressly  mentioned  as  false  and 
erroneous.25  At  best  the  mystics  can  claim  only  a  nearness  to  or  proximity 
with  God  and  no  more.  But  it  has  been  pointed  out  that  in  his  doctrine  of 
the  soul  he  makes  it  resemble  God  so  closely  both  in  essence  and  qualities 
that  there  remains  hardly  any  difference  between  the  two.  Al-Ghazali  is  aware 
of  this  dangerous  deduction  and  asserts  most  emphatically  that  there  is  one 
special  quality  (akhassu  wasfihi)  which  belongs  to  God  alone  and  of  which 
none  else  partakes  and  that  is  the  quality  of  self-subsistence.  God  is  self- 
subsistent  (qayyum)26  while  everything  else  exists  through  Him  and  not 
through  its  own  essence.  “Nay,  things  through  their  own  essence  have  nothing 

23  The  charge  of  eaotericism,  in  the  narrow  sense  of  the  theory  of  two-fold  truth, 
against  al-Ghazali.  is,  however,  unfounded.  Cf.  W.  Montgomery  Watt,  “A  Forgery 
in  al-Ghazali’s  MishlcdtV’,  Journal  of  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  1949,  pp.  5-22; 
also  article  “al-Ghazzali,”  (section  3),  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam.  This  question 
is  connected  with  the  problem  of  the  authenticity  of  al-Ghazali’s  works. 

24  Cf.  M.  Iqbal,  “.  .  .  to  this  day  it  is  difficult  to  define,  with  accuracy,  his  view 
of  the  nature  of  God.  In  him,  like  Borger  and  Solger  in  Germany,  Sufi  Pantheism 
and  the  Ash'arite  dogma  of  personality  appear  to  harmonize  together,  a  recon¬ 
ciliation  which  makes  it  difficult  to  say  whether  he  was  a  Pantheist,  or  a  Personal 
Pantheist  of  the  type  of  Lotze”  (The  Development  of  Metaphysics  in  Persia,  p.  75). 
Also  C.  R.  Upper,  “Alghazali’s  Thought  Concerning  the  Nature  of  Man  and  Union 
with  God,”  The  Muslim  World,  1952,  Vol.  XLII,  pp.  23-32.  C.  R.  Upper  ends 
this  article  by  a  significant  remark :  “Al-Ghazaii’s  occasional  pantheism  is  in¬ 
dubitable,  yet  his  orthodoxy  is  impeccable.  How  this  can  be  is  the  secTet  between 
him  and  Allah.”  For  the  great  synthetic  acumen  and  creativity  of  al-Ghazali  in 
having  a  via  media  between  the  various  positions,  cf.  S.  R.  Shafiq,  “Some  Abiding 
Teachings  of  al-Ghazali.”  The  Muslim  World,  Vol.  XLIV,  No.  1,  1954,  pp.  43-48. 

25  Cf.  Munqidh,  p.  61. 

26  Cf.  Qur’an,  ii,  255. 
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but  non-existence,  and  existence  comes  to  them  only  from  something  else, 
by  way  of  a  loan.”  But  surely  there  is  the  lurking  danger  of  pantheism  in 
such  a  statement  if  it  is  stretched  to  its  logical  limits.  If  the  contingency  of 
the  world  should  be  over- emphasized,  it  becomes  nothing  more  than  a  show 
of  shadows  having  no  reality  or  actuality  of  its  own  whatsoever.  All  actuality 
is  devoured  by  the  being  of  God.  This  conclusion  is  confirmed  by  al-Ghazali’s 
own  approval  of  the  pantheistic  formula:  la  huwa  ilia  huwa  (there  is  no  it 
but  He)  to  which  may  be  added  his  statement:  “He  is  everything:  He  is  that 
He  is:  none  but  He  has  ipseity  or  heity  at  all.”27  To  this  may  be  added  that 
al-Ghazali  has  taken  a  very  lenient  view  of  some  of  the  obviously  pantheistic 
utterances  of  the  Sufis  of  extreme  type  such  as  “I  am  the  Creative  Truth;”28 
“Glory  be  to  Me!  How  great  is  My  glory”;  “Within  this  robe  is  naught  but 
Allah,”29  etc.  Statements  of  this  kind  clearly  indicate  a  sense  of  complete 
self-deification.  But  al-Ghazali  has  no  word  of  condemnation  for  them  except 
the  comment  that  “the  words  of  passionate  lovers  in  the  state  of  ecstasy 
should  be  concealed  and  not  spoken  of.”  True,  the  statements  of  this  kind 
should  not  be  taken  strictly  philosophically  but  only  as  emotive  expressions 
indicative  of  a  deep  inner  experience  which  has  many  phases  and  aspects  and 
a  language  and  a  logic  of  its  own.  But  then  al-Ghazali  seems  to  forget  some¬ 
times  the  advice  he  has  so  strongly  given  to  those  who  have  attained  the 
mystic  state  that  they  should  not  try  to  speak  the  unspeakable  and  follow 
the  poet  who  said : 

“What  I  experience  I  shall  not  try  to  say; 

Call  me  happy,  but  ask  me  no  more.”30 

B 

ETHICS 

Al-Ghazali  is  the  best  known  Muslim  writer  on  moral  subjects.  But  there 
are  some  critics31  who  have  recently  made  attempts  to  belittle  the  importance 
of  his  ethical  theory  by  trying  to  show  that  it  is  entirely,  or  at  least  mainly, 
derived  from  the  Aristotelian  and  Neo-Platonic  doctrines  and  from  the  writings 
of  the  Muslim  philosophers  whose  systems  were  Hellenic  in  spirit.  Al-Ghazali 
was,  undoubtedly,  a  widely  read  scholar  and  was,  therefore,  well  versed  in 
the  ethical  thought  of  the  Greeks,  which  did  influence  him.  But  it  would  be 
basically  wrong  to  say  that  he  was  dependent  on  Greek  philosophy  for  his 

27  Cf.  Mishkdt  al- Anwar,  English  translation  by  W.  H.  T.  Gairdner,  Lahore, 

p.  62. 

38  Saying  of  al-Hallaj  (executed  309/922).  Cf.  R.  A.  Nicholson,  The  Idea  of 
Personality  in  Sufism,  Cambridge,  1923,  p.  32. 

29  Sayings  ascribed  to  abu  Yazid  al-Bistami,  who  is  probably  the  first  of  the 
intoxicated  Sufis. 

30  Munqidh,  p.  61. 

31  Margaret  Smith,  Dr.  Zaki  Mubarak,  and  others. 
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inspiration.  He  was,  in  fact,  against  the  philosophers  and  their  heretical 
doctrines.  Throughout  his  writings,  al-Ghazali  takes  his  stand  upon  Islamic 
teachings  and  invariably  quotes  from  the  Qur’an  and  the  traditions  in  support 
of  liis  views.  Following  the  Qur’an,  for  example,  he  lays  emphasis  on  spiritual 
values  like  gratitude  (shuJcr),  repentance  (taubah),  reliance  (taivakkul),  fear 
(khauf )  of  God,  etc.,  which  were  completely  unknown  to  the  Greeks.  Similarly, 
al-Ghazali  is  thoroughly  Islamic  in  taking  the  perfect  human  representation  of 
the  moral  ideal  in  the  Prophet  of  Islam  (peace  be  on  him),  whom  God  Him¬ 
self  testifies  to  have  the  highest  character.32  Further,  we  can  legitimately 
say  that  the  notion  of  the  love  of  God  as  the  summum  bonum,  leading  directly 
to  the  beatific  vision  in  the  next  world,  has  nothing  like  it  in  Greek  philo¬ 
sophy.  This  is  undeniably  based  upon  the  Qur’anic  teachings.  All  these  asser¬ 
tions  will  become  clearer  as  we  proceed  with  the  detailed  discussion. 

Asceticism  is  the  spirit  that  runs  throughout  al-Ghazali’s  ethics.  He  does 
not  deal  with  the  heroic  virtues  like  courage,  etc.,  in  detail,  and  lays  greater 
emphasis  on  the  purification  of  the  heart  after  one  has  severed  all  ties  with 
this  world,  at  least  in  spirit.  He  says:  “The  experienced  guide  and  teacher 
should  bring  home  to  the  disciple  that  he  should  root  out  anger  and  keep  no 
wealth  .  .  .  otherwise  if  he  gets  the  slightest  hint  that  both  wealth  and  self- 
assertion  are  good  and  necessary  in  a  certain  measure,  he  will  get  an  excuse 
for  avarice  and  self-assertion,  and  to  whatever  limits  he  goes  he  will  imagine 
that  he  is  permitted  as  far  as  that.  So  he  ought  to  be  told  to  eradicate  these 
tendencies.”33  Again,  in  Minhaj  al-‘ Abidin,  al-Ghazali  differentiates  between 
two  kinds  of  virtues:  positive,  i.e.,  good  actions,  and  negative,  i.e.,  the 
abandonment  of  bad  ones.  The  negative  side  is  better  and  more  excellent.  To 
elucidate  this  point  further,  he  discusses  the  question  in  Ihya’  whether  marriage 
or  celibacy  is  better.  After  counting  the  advantages  and  the  disadvantages 
of  both,  he  ultimately  tends  to  the  conclusion  that  celibacy  is  better.  One 
may  marry,  he  grants,  provided  one  is  at  the  same  time  like  the  unmarried, 
i.e.,  lives  always  in  the  presence  of  God.  All  this  has  a  colouring  of  otherworld¬ 
liness. 

Avoidance  of  the  world  is,  however,  not  put  forward  as  an  end-in-itself. 
It  has  been  over-emphasized  by  al-Ghazali  simply  to  counteract  the  tendencies 
to  vice,  luxury,  and  pride,  which  were  so  common  in  his  days.  The  curbing 
or  controlling  of  passions  has  been  stressed  merely  to  achieve  moderation; 
otherwise  he  fully  knows  the  psychology  of  human  nature.  He  is  quite  aware 
of  the  social  spirit  of  the  Qur’an  and  of  the  Prophet’s  teaching  that  there  is 
no  asceticism  in  Islam.34  Accordingly,  al-Ghazali  does  sometimes  lay  emphasis 
on  our  duties  and  obligations  to  other  individuals  and  to  society  as  a  whole. 
Jihad  has  been  mentioned  as  a  necessary  obligatory  duty;  even  prayers 
have  to  be  sacrificed,  if  need  be,  during  a  war.  In  the  chapter  on  “Renunciation 

32  Qur’an,  lxviii,  4. 

33  Al-Ghazali.  Ihya’  ‘Ulum  al-Din,  Part  III,  p.  50. 

34  Hadilh:  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal,  Vol.  IV,  p.  226. 
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of  the  World,”  in  the  Ihyd’  he  warns  against  its  evils  and  holds  that  renun¬ 
ciation  is  a  grievous  sin  if  a  man  has  dependants  who  need  his  support.  He 
defends  music  by  saying  that  “gaiety  and  sport  refresh  and  cheer  the  heart 
and  bring  relief  to  the  tired  mind  .  .  rest  prepares  a  man  for  work,  and 
sport  and  gaiety  for  grave  and  serious  pursuits.”36  Further,  among  virtues, 
he  includes  good  appearance  (husn  al-hai’ah)  with  adornment  which  is 
sensible  and  has  no  tinge  of  ostentation  in  it.  Similarly,  there  are  the  virtues 
of  self-respect,  dignity,  etc.,  which  point  to  a  man’s  relation  with  other  indi¬ 
viduals  and  presuppose  a  social  set-up. 

Before  discussing  al-Ghazali’s  theory  of  ethics  we  may  consider  the  problem 
which  forms  the  basis  of  all  ethical  systems,  viz.,  the  problem  of  the  freedom 
of  the  will.  The  fact  that  man  can  change  from  the  state  of  the  insinuating  self 
(al-nafs  al-ammarah)  to  the  state  of  the  self  at  peace  (al-nafs  al-mutma’innah) 
through  a  good  deal  of  conscious  struggle  and  deliberate  effort  necessarily  sug¬ 
gests  that  he  is  free  in  iris  will.  The  Mu'tazilites  had  taught  that  the  freedom 
of  the  will  is  an  a  priori  certainty,  that  man  possesses  power  ( qudrah )  over 
his  actions  and  is  their  real  author.  The  Ash’arites,  who  represented  the  ortho¬ 
dox  reaction,  however,  held  that  “Man  cannot  create  anything.  God  is  the 
only  creator.  Nor  does  man’s  power  produce  any  effect  on  his  action  at  all. 
God  creates  in  His  creature  power  (qudrah)  and  choice  (ikhtiydr).  He  then 
creates  in  him  action  corresponding  to  the  power  and  choice  thus  created. 
So  the  action  of  the  creature  is  created  by  God  as  to  initiative  and  as  to  pro¬ 
duction,  but  it  is  acquired  by  the  creature.  By  acquisition  (hash)  is  meant 
that  it  corresponds  to  the  creature’s  power  and  choice  previously  created  in 
him,  without  his  having  had  the  slightest  effect  on  the  action.”36  This  position 
comes  very  close  to  the  “pre-established  harmony”  of  Leibniz.  It,  thus,  gives 
us  at  the  most  only  a  consciousness  of  freedom,  and  not  freedom  in  the  real 
sense  of  the  term. 

Over  this  question  al-Ghazali  finds  himself  on  the  horns  of  a  dilemma.  On 
the  one  hand,  God  is  represented  as  the  disposer  of  everything.  He  is  the 
unmoved  mover  of  the  material  world  and  the  only  efficient  cause  of  all 
creation.  Whatever  happens  in  the  heavens  or  on  the  earth  happens  accord¬ 
ing  to  a  necessary  system  and  a  predetermined  plan.  Not  even  a  leaf  can 
move  without  His  decree;  His  law  is  supreme  everywhere.  “Whomsoever 
God  wishes  to  guide,  He  expands  his  breast  to  Islam ;  but  whomsoever  He 
wishes  to  lead  astray  He  makes  his  breast  tight  and  strait.”37  And,  on  the 
other  hand,  man  is  shown  to  be  responsible  for  his  actions  and  for  deserving 
place  either  in  hell  or  in  heaven.  This  implies  complete  moral  freedom. 
Al-Ghazali  seeks  to  reconcile  both  these  tendencies  on  the  basis  of  an 
analysis  of  the  human  mind.  The  heart  or  the  soul  of  man,  according  to 
him,  is  furnished  with  two  kinds  of  impressions.  Either  there  are  sensations 

35  Al-Ghazali,  Ihya',  Part  II,  Chap,  on  Music. 

36  D.  B.  Macdonald,  Development  of  Muslim  Theology,  p.  192. 

37  Qur’an,  vi,  125. 


626 


Al-Ghazali  (Continued) 


through  which  one  gets  the  sensible  qualities  of  the  outside  world,  or  there  is 
reflection  or  internal  sense  which  supplies  the  mind  with  its  own  operations. 
These  impressions,  which  al-Ghazali  calls  khwdtir  (Locke  would  call  them 
“simple  ideas”  and  James  Ward  would  term  them  “presentations”),  are, 
according  to  him,  the  spring  and  fountain  head  of  all  activity.  Whatever  the 
heart  intends,  resolves,  etc.,  must  come  to  it  as  knowledge  in  the  form  of  such 
impressions.  These  impressions  or  ideas  have  an  inherent  tendency  to  express 
themselves  in  overt  movements.  They  have  a  motive  part  of  their  own  and  are 
capable  of  exciting  a  strong  impulse  or  inclination  ( raghbah )  in  the  first  instance. 
This  inclination  must,  if  the  action  is  to  take  place,  be  followed  by  decision 
or  conviction  ( i'tiqad ) .  (These  three  stages  correspond  pretty  closely  to  what 
psychologists  call  respectively  appetite,  desire,  and  wish.)  Conviction,  in  turn, 
is  followed  by  resolution  or  the  will  to  act  (iradah).  Will  excites  power  and 
then  the  action  comes. 

The  first  two  stages  of  this  process,  viz.,  impression  and  inclination,  are 
recognized  to  be  beyond  man’s  complete  control ;  if  an  individual  merely 
thinks  intently  of  falling  forward,  swaying  forward  begins.  So  “the  conclusion 
would  be  that,  while  the  occurrence  of  a  strong  desire  or  inclination  may 
come  without  man’s  responsibility,  his  reason  is  free  to  make  a  decision 
and  his  will  is  free  to  accept  the  decision  of  reason  as  good  and  to  implement 
the  corresponding  action.  In  such  a  case,  man  would  be  free  to  do  what  he 
desires,  but  the  complete  control  of  his  desire  would  be  beyond  his  power.”38 
Thus,  al-Ghazali  tries  to  reconcile  the  positions  of  the  determinists  and  the 
indeterminists. 

In  fact,  al-Ghazali  recognizes  three  stages  of  being.  The  lowest  is  the  material 
world  where  the  absolute  necessity  of  God’s  will  is  all  in  all.  Second  is  the 
stage  of  the  sensuous  and  the  psychical  world  where  a  relative  sort  of  freedom 
is  recognized.  Lastly  comes  God  who  is  absolutely  free.  But  His  freedom  is  not 
like  that  of  a  man  who  arrives  at  decisions  after  hesitation  and  deliberation 
over  different  alternatives.  This  is  impossible  in  the  case  of  God.  “To  speak 
of  choice  between  alternatives  is  to  suggest  that  other  than  the  best  might  be 
chosen  and  this  would  be  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  perfection.”39 

Thus,  having  established  human  freedom  and  responsibility  and  having 
justified  his  discussion  of  ethical  questions,  al-Ghazali  goes  on  to  present  before 
us  his  notion  of  the  moral  ideal  and  the  means  that  are  to  be  adopted  for  its 
realization.  The  path  is  long  and  difficult  and  needs  a  great  deal  of  patience 
and  perseverance  on  the  part  of  the  seeker.  Slowly  and  steadily,  by  leading  a 
virtuous  life,  he  has  to  take  his  soul  towards  perfection  so  that  it  might  be 
able  to  attain  the  knowledge  of  God  and  consequently  divine  love,  which 
is  the  summum  bonurn  or  the  Highest  Good  in  this  world.  This  will  lead  to 
the  beatific  vision  in  the  world  to  come.  It  should,  however,  be  remembered 


38  Donaldson,  Studies  in  Muslim  Ethics,  p.  156. 

39  W.  R.  Sorley,  Moral  Values  and  the  Idea  of  God ,  p.  446. 
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that  man  cannot  move  a  single  step  forward  without  the  help  of  God.  He  is 
guided  throughout  by  the  gift  of  God  (taufiq).  Taufiq  manifests  itself  in 
various  forms : 

1.  Guidance  from  God  (hiddyah)  is  the  very  condition  of  all  virtues.  It 
stands  for  the  telling  of  the  moral  from  the  immoral,  the  good  from  the 
bad  and  the  right  from  the  wrong.  Unless  these  distinctions  are  clearly 
seen,  we  cannot  be  supposed  to  do  any  good  action  or  avoid  evil. 

2.  Direction  (rushd)-  Mere  knowledge  of  good  actions  might  be  necessary 
but  is  not  sufficient  for  their  performance.  We  should  also  have  the  will 
to  do  them.  Tliis  is  “direction.” 

3.  Setting  aright  (tasdld).  It  is  the  power  from  God  which  makes  the  body 
obey  the  will  in  order  to  realize  the  end. 

4.  Confirmation  (laid).  It  makes  circumstances  congenial  for  the  actualiza¬ 
tion  of  the  will. 

Helped  by  God  in  this  way  the  individual  proceeds  to  exercise  virtues 
which  gradually  raise  the  heart  higher  and  higher  up  towards  the  ideal. 

Before  taking  up  this  enterprise,  however,  the  soul  or  the  heart  is  to  be 
subjected  to  a  thorough  surgical  operation  and  cleansed  of  all  impurities. 
“He  will  indeed  be  successful  who  purifies  it  and  he  will  fail  who  corrupts 
it.”40  It  is  only  when  the  heart  has  thus  been  freed  of  its  fetters  and  the  veils 
of  darkness  and  ignorance  have  been  rent  asunder  that  anything  positive  can 
be  attempted.  Al-Ohazali  explains  it  by  an  allegory.  Once  the  Chinese  and 
the  Greeks  held  a  contest  on  the  art  of  drawing  and  painting.  One  part  of  a 
big  room  was  given  to  the  Chinese  and  the  other  to  the  Greeks.  In  between 
was  hung  a  curtain  so  that  they  might  not  see  the  work  of  each  other.  The 
Greeks  decorated  the  wall  with  many  rare  colours,  but  the  Chinese  proceeded 
to  brighten  their  side  and  polish  it.  When  the  curtain  was  raised,  the  beautiful 
art  of  the  former  was  reflected  on  the  latter’s  wall  in  its  original  beauty  and 
charm.  Such  is  the  way  of  the  saints  who  strive  for  the  purification  of  their 
heart  to  make  it  worthy  of  the  knowledge  of  God  Most  High.  But  what  are 
these  impurities  and  what  are  they  due  to  ?  What  is  that  which  darkens  and 
casts  gloom  upon  the  soul  of  man  ?  Al-Ghazali’s  answer  is:  love  of  the  world — 
the  root  from  which  all  the  multifarious  sins  and  vices  spring.  The  pious  people 
avoid  it  and  seek  loneliness.  “Be  in  the  world  as  if  you  are  a  stranger  or  journey¬ 
ing  upon  the  road.”41  On  seeing  a  dead  goat,  the  Prophet  of  Islam  (peace  be 
on  him)  is  reported  to  have  said,  “The  world  has  lesser  value  in  the  eyes  of 
God  than  this  goat  has  for  its  owner.” 

Let  us  now  discuss  briefly  al-Ghazali’s  enumeration  of  the  main  kinds  of 
vices  that  result  from  the  love  of  the  world,  the  removal  of  which  from  the 
heart  is  incumbent  upon  us. 


40  Qur’an,  xc,  9-10. 

41  Ibn  Haji,  Bulugh  al-Maram,  “Bab  al-Zuhd  w-al-War‘.” 
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First,  there  are  those  vices  which  are  connected  with  a  particular  part  of 
the  body.  Hunger  is  one  of  them.  It  is,  no  doubt,  a  very  important  biological 
function  and,  thus,  indispensable  for  the  preservation  of  life.  But  when 
it  transgresses  its  limits  and  becomes  gluttony,  it  is  the  cause  of  immense 
evil  and  disturbance.  “Eat  and  drink,”  says  God,  “but  be  not  prodigal. 
Verily  He  loves  not  the  prodigal.”42  Over-eating  dulls  the  intellect  and  weakens 
the  memory.  It  also  causes  too  much  sleep  which,  besides  being  a  wastage  of 
time,  slackens  the  mind;  the  light  of  wisdom  is  dimmed  and  one  becomes 
unable  to  differentiate  good  from  evil.43  Further,  the  glutton  forgets  what 
need  and  hunger  are.  Gradually,  he  becomes  oblivious  of,  and  unsympathetic 
to,  the  poor  and  those  who  have  really  nothing  to  eat.  So  one  should  eat  only 
as  much  as  is  barely  sufficient  to  sustain  oneself,  out  of  what  one  has  earned 
honestly.44 

The  second  group  of  vices  belonging  to  this  category  are  those  arising  out 
of  the  sex  instinct.  This  instinct  is  supposed  to  be  the  most  powerful  in  man,46 
and  so  are  its  distractions  from  the  right  path.  The  sex  appetite  must  always 
be  directed,  controlled,  and  managed  by  reason  and  should  not  be  allowed 
to  run  wild :  adultery  is  a  moral  and  social  as  well  as  religious  evil.  Further, 
says  al-Ghazali,  the  seeker  after  the  ideal  should  not  marry  in  the  earlier 
stages  of  his  search,  for  the  wife  and  children  may  prove  a  hindrance.  But 
if,  in  spite  of  wilful  determination,  he  is  not  able  to  control  himself,  he  may 
marry  and  then  perform  all  his  duties  as  a  husband. 

Lastly,  we  come  to  the  vices  of  speech,  which  are  many.  Talkativeness, 
using  indecent  words,  ridiculing,  abusing,  cursing,  etc.,  belong  to  this  kind. 
Similarly,  lying  is  also  a  heinous  sin :  “A  painful  doom  is  theirs  because  they 
lie.”46  Lying,  however,  loses  its  immoral  sting  in  special  circumstances  when 
the  end  in  view  is  good.  We  can,  for  instance,  legitimately  make  use  of  it  as  a 
war  tactic.  “War  is  deception  itself,”47  goes  the  tradition.  Slandering  and  tale¬ 
bearing  are  also  very  prominent  vices  of  speech.  “Don’t  backbite  one  another,”48 
says  God.  Similarly,  we  have  been  prohibited  from  making  false  promises 
because  it  is  the  characteristic  of  hypocrites  ( munafiqun)  .i9 

Next,  there  are  vices  arising  out  of  self-assertion.  When  working  in  its 
proper  limits,  this  instinct  is,  no  doubt,  natural.  But  the  lack  or  excess  of 
it  makes  it  an  evil.  A  person  who  has  no  self-assertion  has  no  self-respect. 
He  is  disgracefully  meek  and  silent  and  dare  not  make  his  personality  felt. 
Excessive  self-assertion,  on  the  other  hand,  degenerates  into  vices  like  anger 
(ghadab),  malice  (hiqd),  pride  (kibr),  and  vanity  (‘ujb).  Man  is  roused  to 

42  Qur’an,  vii,  31. 

43  Al-Ghazali.  Ihya',  Part  III,  p.  72. 

44  Ibid,.,  p.  66. 

46  Ibid.,  p.  85. 

43  Qur’an,  ii,  10. 

47  Jdmi‘  Tirmidhi,  Matba’ah  Mujtaba’i,  p.  201. 

49  Qur’an,  xlix,  12. 

19  Al-Mishkat  al-Masabih,  “Bab  al-Kaba’ir  wa  ‘Alamat  al-Nifaq.” 
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anger  when  some  desire  of  his  is  not  fulfilled,  when  another  person  possesses 
the  thing  which,  he  thinks,  shoidd  rightfully  belong  to  him.  When  not  gratified, 
anger  often  turns  into  malice,  which  consists  in  the  desire  that  the  desired 
thing  should  be  lost  to  the  possessor  also.  It  is  a  feeling  of  pain  at  another’s 
good.  Sometimes,  however,  there  is  no  feeling  of  pain  but  simply  a  strong 
desire  that  one  should  also  possess  a  thing  like  the  one  the  other  has.  This  is 
known  as  emulation  (ghiblah)  and  is  not  undesirable.  We  can  overcome  the 
vices  of  excessive  self-assertion  by  forbearance,  mildness,  forgiveness,  humility, 
etc. 

Anger,  malice,  and  emulation  are  aroused  when  man  is  not  in  possession  of 
the  objects  of  his  desire.  Pride  and  vanity,  on  the  contrary,  occur  when  he 
has  secured  such  objects.  Vanity  is  a  sense  of  self-admiration.  The  individual 
regards  his  possessions  as  great,  has  no  fear  of  losing  them,  and  forgets  that 
they  are  merely  gifts  of  God.  If  he  is  vain  about  his  intellect,  wisdom,  and 
opinion,  all  development  in  knowledge  ceases  and  all  progress  is  congealed. 
A  proud  man,  on  the  other  hand,  actively  compares  himself  with  others,  is 
rightly  or  wrongly  aware  of  some  religious  or  worldly  perfection  in  himself, 
and  feels  elated  and  raised  above  them.  He  looks  down  upon  them  and  expects 
respect  from  them  as  a  superior.  Learned  men,  worshippers,  and  devotees 
are  very  much  prone  to  this  evil.  The  cure  of  pride  lies  in  recognizing  God 
and  one’s  own  self.  By  this  he  would  come  to  know  that  pride  becomes  God 
and  greatness  belongs  to  Him  alone.  Further,  he  should  remember  his  humble 
beginnings  and  recognize  the  filthy  stuff  he  is  made  of.  Let  him  consider  the 
origin  and  end  of  his  forefathers  and  of  the  proud  persons  like  Pharaoh  and 
Nimrud  who  tried  to  equal  God  Almighty.  Let  him  consider  also  that  beauty, 
wealth,  and  friendship  are  all  transitory  and  unreliable. 

To  the  third  category  of  vices  belong  the  love  of  wealth  (hwbb  al-mdl)  and 
of  position  (biubb  al-jah),  hypocrisy  (riyd’),  and  wilful  self-deception  (ghurur). 
Wealth  in  itself,  however,  is  not  bad.  It  is  the  use  of  it  that  makes  it  so. 
Wealth  can  be  spent  on  the  poor  and  the  needy  to  alleviate  their  sufferings, 
but  can  also  lead  directly  to  sins  or  can  supply  means  for  them.  Those  who 
love  money  often  forget  God  and  He,  in  turn,  prepares  and  reserves  for  them 
a  painful  doom.60  Love  of  wealth  may  lead  to  avarice :  the  more  one  has.  the 
more  one  desires.  It  can  also  lead  to  miserliness,  which  means  not  spending 
even  where  one  is  duty-bound  to  spend.  The  cure  of  all  these  evils  is  to  give 
away  all  that  is  superfluous  and  keep  only  as  much  as  is  essential  for  supporting 
life  and  getting  peace  of  mind.  We  must  further  be  convinced  in  our  hearts 
that  wealth,  like  shadows,  is  a  transitory  affair  and  that  God  is  sufficient  for 
us  and  our  children.  We  should  hasten  to  spend  when  occasion  demands, 
setting  aside  the  checks  and  hesitations  arising  within. 

Love  of  position  means  the  desire  to  win  and  dominate  the  hearts  of  others. 
It  is  generally  gained  by  creating  in  others  a  conviction  that  one  possesses 
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the  so-called  qualities  of  perfection  such  as  beauty,  strength,  ancestory.  Real 
perfection,  however,  lies  in  knowledge  and  freedom:  knowledge  of  God  and 
spiritual  values,  and  freedom  from  the  vices  and  the  rebellious  nature  of 
passions.  Just  as  wealth  is  allowed  if  used  as  a  means  for  some  good,  so  may 
we  win  the  admiration  of  those  whose  help  is  necessary  to  realize  the  ideal. 
But  if  position  is  sought  for  its  own  sake,  it  is  a  vice  and  should  be  eradicated. 
One  must  impress  upon  oneself  that  position  is  not  everlasting  and  that  death 
is  a  leveller.  One  should  also  know  that  a  prominent  person  creates  enemies 
very  easily. 

The  lover  of  position  generally  falls  into  hypocrisy  and  tries  to  deceive 
people  that  he  possesses  something  which  actually  he  does  not.  An  individual, 
for  example,  may  pretend  to  be  a  pious  man  by  a  thin,  lean,  neglected  body, 
long  prayers,  virtuous  and  humble  talk,  and  so  on.  In  religious  matters,  hypoc¬ 
risy  has  been  condemned  very  much  by  both  the  Qur’an  and  the  Sunnah. 
This  deadly  disease  must  be  cured,  otherwise  all  the  so-called  virtuous  actions, 
the  inner  spiritual  basis  being  absent,  will  be  entirely  useless  and  unacceptable 
to  God.  One  must  perform  all  good  actions,  including  the  religious  observances 
and  acts  of  worship,  in  secret.  We  may  perform  them  in  the  open  if  our  sincere 
intention  is  that  others  may  also  be  persuaded  thereby  to  do  the  same.  Love 
of  position  also  gives  rise  to  self-deception.  The  individual  is  convinced  that 
he  has  something  which  he  really  does  not  have.  Four  classes  of  people  among 
the  believers  are,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  very  likely  to  involve  themselves 
in  this  evil.  They  are,  for  example,  such  religious  devotees  as  do  not  have 
the  real  sense  of  values.  They  do  not  realize  what  is  more  important  and 
what  is  less  important  and,  by  performing  the  latter,  they  assume  them¬ 
selves  to  be  exempt  from  the  former.  For  instance,  they  take  greater  care  in 
the  correct  pronunciation  of  the  words  of  the  Qur’an  than  in  understanding 
their  true  meanings.  Instead  of  helping  a  hungry  neighbour,  they  would  go 
on  pilgrimage  to  Mecca.  Some  dress  themselves  poorly  and  meekly  and  think 
they  have  become  saints  thereby.  All  these  persons  are  deceiving  themselves 
as  to  the  true  nature  of  tilings.  Similar  is  the  case  with  the  Sufis.  Some  of 
them  learn  only  the  terminology  of  the  real  Sufis  and  think  they  are  likewise 
able  to  see  God.  Some  are  always  wondering  about  the  power  and  majesty 
of  God  and  do  nothing  more.  Some  do  actually  try  to  cleanse  the  heart  and 
perform  good  actions  but  wrongly  think  that  they  have  passed  most  of  the 
stages  and  are  the  true  lovers  of  God.  Again,  there  are  some  who  make  a 
distinction  between  Shariah  and  tariqah  and  regard  themselves  above  Shariah. 
They  give  up  the  performance  of  obligatory  duties  and  religious  observances. 
The  same  is  the  case  with  the  learned  and  the  rich,  who  are  generally  involved 
in  one  kind  of  self-delusion  or  another. 

Thus,  we  end  the  brief  and  synoptic  survey  of  al-Ghazali’s  account  of  the 
main  vices  of  character.  Now  we  turn  to  virtues,  which  are  the  redeeming 
qualities  (al-munjiyat)  and  represent  the  positive  efforts  of  the  seeker 
towards  God.  Al-Ghazali  has  given  us  a  detailed,  interesting,  and  illuminating 
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discussion  on  this  topic  in  the  fourth  quarter  of  his  “Revivification  of 
Religious  Sciences.”  The  virtues  that,  speaking  chronologically,  come  first 
are  repentance,  abstinence,  poverty,  and  patience.  Repentance  belongs  to 
the  purgative  period  of  life  which  is  an  indispensable  prerequisite  for  the 
higher  stages.  It  means  abandoning  the  sins  of  which  man  is  conscious  and 
resolving  never  to  return  to  them.  It  is  a  sort  of  spiritual  conversion.  “Those 
who  repent  and  believe  and  do  righteous  work,  for  such  Allah  will  change 
their  evil  deeds  to  good  deeds.”51  The  penitent  knows  that  his  heart  has  been 
shrouded  in  the  mist  and  darkness  of  sins,  feels  contrition  and  shame,  and 
abandons  them  for  ever.  Love  of  the  world,  which  is  the  root  of  all  vices, 
has,  however,  to  be  removed  first;  the  passions  have  to  be  subjected  to  a 
strict  control  and  the  devil  within  has  to  be  turned  out.  But,  certainly,  we 
do  not  give  up  the  world  for  nothing.  We  do  get  something  in  return:  “. . .  the 
ascetic  who  renounces  what  is  sensual  and  material  knows  that  what  is  abandon¬ 
ed  is  of  small  value  in  relation  to  what  is  gained,  just  as  the  merchant  knows 
that  what  he  receives  in  exchange  is  better  than  what  is  sold,  otherwise  he 
would  not  sell.”63  Al-Ghazali  compares  the  ascetic  with  a  person  who  is  pre¬ 
vented  from  entering  into  the  palace  by  a  dog  at  the  gate.  He  throws  a  morsel 
towards  it  and  thus,  by  distracting  its  attention,  enters  and  gets  his  desires 
from  the  king.  The  dog  is  like  Satan,  who  prevents  him  from  going  towards 
God,  and  the  morsel  of  bread  is  like  the  world  by  the  sacrifice  of  which  we 
can  get  something  better. 

This  brings  us  to  the  virtue  of  abstinence  (zuhd).  Repentance  is  simply 
turning  away  from  something,  whereas  abstinence  includes  turning  away  from 
as  well  as  towards  something  better  and  more  excellent.  As  a  term  in  Sufistic 
literature,  it  signifies  severing  the  heart’s  attachment  from  all  worldly  things, 
purging  it  of  the  rubbish,  and  then  adorning  it  with  the  love  of  God.  Abstinence 
can,  in  fact,  have  three  grades.  We  might  be  inspired  and  motivated  by  the 
love  of  God  itself,  by  the  hope  of  reward,  or  by  the  fear  of  punishment.  The 
highest  grade  is  the  love  of  God  which  makes  us  sacrifice  all  considerations 
of  heaven  and  hell  for  the  sake  of  God.  This  is  absolute  abstinence  (zuhd  al- 
mutlaq).  We  are  reminded  here  of  the  fable  of  a  saint  who  was  carrying  in 
one  hand  a  flame  and  in  the  other  a  glass  of  water  with  the  alleged  purpose 
of  burning  heaven  with  the  one  and  quenching  the  fire  of  hell  with  the  other, 
so  that  everyone  acts  sincerely  to  attain  nearness  to  God. 

The  individual  who  renounces  the  wrorld  is  a  poor  man  ( fctqtr )  in  the  ter¬ 
minology  of  al-Ghazali  and,  in  fact,  of  all  mystics.  So  poverty  is  to  be  wil¬ 
fully  cultivated.  The  faqlrs  are  of  various  kinds:  the  abstinent  (zahid),  who 
is  pained  when  wealth  comes  to  him;  the  satisfied  (radi),  who  is  neither 
pleased  at  the  possession  of  wealth  nor  pained  at  its  loss,  and  when  it  comes 
to  him  he  does  not  positively  hate  it;  the  contented  (qani‘),  who  wants  to 
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get  wealth  but  does  not  actively  pursue  this  desire;  the  greedy  (karts),  who 
has  a  very  strong  desire  to  get  property  but  is  somehow  or  other  unable  to 
do  so;  the  constrained  (mudtar),  who,  being  in  a  state  of  want,  such  as  star¬ 
vation  or  nakedness,  is  ill  at  ease  and  in  consternation.  The  first  of  these, 
i.e.,  one  in  the  state  of  being  a  zahid,  is  the  best.  The  zahid  is  the  one  who, 
being  busy  in  enjoying  the  love  of  God,  is  indifferent  to  all  worldly  losses  and 
gains. 

All  the  virtues  considered  above — repentance,  abstinence,  poverty — demand 
an  immense  amount  of  courage  and  steadfastness.  They  are  not  possible  to 
attain  without  unswerving  passion,  which  is  doubly  more  difficult  to  cultivate, 
impatience  being  in  the  very  nature  of  man.53  It,  however,  does  not  mean 
toleration  of  things  that  are  illegal  and  against  religion.  If  a  man  wrongs 
us,  we  may  pay  him  back  in  the  same  coin ;  if  he  strikes  us,  we  can  strike  him 
too  (though  forgiveness  is  also  commendable).  Patience  in  the  real  sense  of 
the  term  has  three  grades:  patience  in  performing  a  religiops  duty,  patience 
in  avoiding  actions  prohibited  by  God,  and  patience  over  sufferings  and  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  arduous  path  towards  Him.  The  last  grade  is  the  noblest. 

Gratitude  ( shukr )  too  is  a  necessary  virtue  and  also  so  difficult  that 
only  a  few  can  exercise  it.64  It  is,  according  to  al-Ghazali,  complementary  to 
patience :  he  who  eats  until  he  is  satisfied  and  is  thankful  is  in  the  same  station 
as  he  who  fasts  and  is  patient.  Further,  gratitude  is  based  upon  man’s  know¬ 
ledge  that  all  that  comes  to  him  comes  from  God  and  upon  the  feeling  of 
joy  over  it.  If  one  is  pleased  with  the  gift  only,  without  any  reference  to  the 
Giver,  it  is  no  gratitude:  “Gratitude  is  the  vision  of  the  Giver,  not  the  gift.” 
Secondly,  we  may  be  pleased  with  the  Giver  over  a  gift  because  it  is  a  sign 
of  His  pleasure.  This  is  gratitude,  no  doubt,  but  of  a  low  variety.  The  highest 
stage  is  reached  when  we  are  pleased  with  the  Giver  and  determine  to  use 
His  gift  in  order  to  attain  greater  and  greater  nearness  to  Him.  “K  ye  give 
thanks,”  says  God,  “I  shall  give  you  more,  but  if  ye  are  thankless,  My  punish¬ 
ment  is  dire.”56 

After  repentance  from  sin  and  successful  renunciation  of  the  world,  the 
individual  directs  his  attention  towards  his  own  self  with  a  view  to  making  it 
submissive  and  obedient  to  the  will  of  God.  The  process  has  various  steps  and 
stages:  assigning  the  task  to  the  self  ( musharatah ),  watching  over  the  self 
(muraqabah),  taking  critical  account  of  the  self  (muhdsabah),  punishing  the 
self  (mu'aqabah),  exerting  the  self  (mujahaddh),  and  upbraiding  the  self 
(mu‘atabah).  The  whole  affair  which  results  in  self-mastery  is  so  difficult  that 
it  has  been  called  the  bigger  jihad  (al- jihad  al-alcbar),  while  the  physical 
fighting  against  the  enemies  of  Islam  is  the  smaller  jihad  (al-jihad  al-asghar). 
We  have  constantly  to  keep  a  vigilant  eye  on  our  thoughts  and  actions  and 
check  ourselves  at  every  step.  We  have  to  convince  our  hearts  of  the  omni- 
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presence  of  God  and  His  omniscience :  that  God  knows  even  what  lies  hidden 
in  the  innermost  depths  of  our  being.  Such  a  conviction  creates  in  the  soul  an 
all-pervading  reverence  for  God.  Single-mindedness  ( ikhlds )  is  the  fruit  of  the 
self  thoroughly  mastered  and  trained.  A  fashioned  soul  has  only  one  motive 
force,  and  that  is  the  desire  for  nearness  to  God ;  the  lesser  purposes  are  weeded 
out. 

Single-mindedness  leads  to  the  virtue  of  truthfulness  (sidq).  Truthfulness 
is  there  in  words,  intentions,  and  actions.  Truthfulness  in  words  consists  in 
making  a  statement  which  is  unequivocal  and  clear  and  is  not  aimed  at  deceiv¬ 
ing  others.  We  can,  however,  in  some  eases  make  ambiguous  and  false  state¬ 
ments  if  thereby  we  are  aiming  at  the  betterment  of  society.  Such  special 
cases  may  be  war  tactics,  restoration  of  happy  relations  between  husband  and 
wife,  amity  among  Muslims,  and  so  on.  Further,  our  intention  must  be  rightful 
and  true.  The  right  direction  of  intention  is  very  important  because  actions 
are  judged  only  by  intentions58:  if  our  intention  is  good  and  the  result  inci¬ 
dentally  turns  out  to  be  bad,  we  are  not  to  blame ;  conversely,  if  our  intention 
is  evil,  we  are  culpable  whatever  its  outcome.  Lastly,  truthfulness  in  actions 
lies  in  the  fact  that  the  inward  state  of  a  person  is  literally  translated  into 
outward  behaviour  without  any  tinge  of  hypocrisy.  The  highest  truthfulness 
which  is  at  the  same  time  most  difficult  to  attain  is  the  complete  realization 
of  the  various  attitudes  of  the  soul  towards  God,  e.g.,  trust,  hope,  love,  etc.57 

Fear  (hhanf)  and  hope  (raja,’)  also  mark  stages  in  moral  progress.  Fear  may 
be  of  the  wrath  and  the  awe-inspiring  attributes  of  God,  or  it  may  be 
produced  in  man  by  the  consciousness  of  his  guilt  and  the  apprehension  of 
divine  displeasure.  A  nobler  kind  of  fear  is  aroused  by  the  feeling  of  separation 
from  God  who  is  the  ultimate  goal  of  all  our  aspirations.  Hope,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  a  pleasant  tendency.  It  consists  in  the  expectation,  after  the  individual 
has  tried  his  best,  of  the  divine  love  in  the  world  and  of  the  beatific  vision 
in  the  hereafter.  Fear  is  the  result  of  knowledge — the  knowledge  of  our 
infirmity  as  compared  with  the  supremacy  of  our  ideal:  hope  is  the  result  of 
assured  faith  in  the  loving  kindness  of  our  Lord  in  acceding  to  our  requests 
and  prayers.  It  lies  at  a  higher  plane  because  it  strengthens  love  and  enables 
man  to  realize  the  goal. 

The  highest  virtue,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  is  reliance  (tawakkul),  which  is 
based  on  the  knowledge  of  God’s  oneness  or  unification  (tauhod).  Those  who 
profess  belief  in  unification  may  be  classified  into  three  groups :  those,  including 
hypocrites,  who  confess  the  unity  with  the  tongue  only;  those  who  believe  on 
the  basis  of  some  so-called  reliable  authority;  and  those  who,  on  the  evidence 
of  their  direct,  intuitive  perception,  believe  that  God  is  the  unmoved  mover 
of  the  material  world  and  the  ultimate  cause  of  all  creation  and  that  He  alone 
has  real  or  absolute  existence.  The  last  stage  is  the  liighest.  It  signifies  “that 
the  servant  can  abandon  himself  to  God  in  complete  trust  and  merge  his  will 

56  The  opening  hadith  in  al-Scihih  al-Bukhari. 

57  Al-Ghazali,  Ihya',  Fart  IV,  pp.  334-35. 


634 


Al-Ghazali  (Continued) 


in  the  divine  will.  The  servant  no  longer  finds  his  own  powers  and  personality 
to  be  self-sufficient  and  has  allowed  God  to  dominate  his  life  ...  he  considers 
himself  as  a  dead  body  moved  by  the  divine  decree  and  is  content  that  the 
divine  strength  should  replace  his  own  human  weakness.”58  Reliance,  therefore, 
is  the  casting  of  the  soul  into  self-surrender  and  the  withdrawal  of  it  from 
self-assertion. 

The  moral  soldier  who  is  sincerely  set  upon  his  task  must  also  form  the  habit 
of  meditation  and  reflection.  He  has  to  reflect  on  the  works  of  God,  on  the 
alternation  of  day  and  night,  on  the  waxing  and  waning  of  the  moon,  on 
the  rise  and  fall  of  nations,  and  on  the  general  management  of  this  cosmological 
scheme.  For  that  purpose  seclusion  away  from  the  active  hustle  and  bustle 
of  society  is  very  necessary.  A  heart  preoccupied  with  worldly  things  has  no 
place  for  the  knowledge  of  God.  The  true  significance  of  meditation  is  a  firm 
conviction  in  the  omnipresence  of  God,  which  results  from  the  realization 
that  He  is  aware  of  what  we  do  under  cover  of  darkness  and  of  what  lies 
buried  in  the  innermost  depths  of  our  heart.  Further,  from' meditation  and 
reflection  the  soul  is  led  on  to  contemplation,  which  is  of  three  kinds:  (i) 
contemplation  bi  al-haqq,  i.e.,  the  seeing  of  tilings  pointing  towards  divine 
unity;  (ii)  contemplation  li  al-haqq\  i.e.,  seeing  signs  of  the  Creator  in  created 
things;  and,  finally,  (iii)  the  contemplation  of  God  Himself.  This  form  of 
contemplation  surely  and  undeniably  leads  to  His  love,  the  final  aim  of  all 
moral  endeavour.  The  last  stage  of  contemplation  and  the  love  of  God  are 
not,  however,  the  results  of,  but  are  simply  occasioned  by,  our  concentration 
and  thinking.  There  is  nothing  like  a  causal  necessity  here.  The  sacred  know¬ 
ledge  is  direct  and  immediate  and  is  due  to  God  only.  The  Sufi  has  the  im¬ 
pression  that  something  has  dropped  upon  him  “as  gentle  rain  from  heaven,” 
a  gift  of  God  due  to  His  grace  and  mercy. 

The  highest  contemplation  is  the  valence  of-  love,  absorption  of  all  human 
attributes  in  the  vision  of  God,  and  then  annihilation  in  the  everlastingness 
of  God.  But  why  in  the  first  instance  should  mere  contemplation  lead  to  His 
love  ?  In  answer,  al-Ghazali  explains  at  length  how  God  is  the  ultimate  and 
absolute  source  of  all  the  causes  because  of  which  objects  are  loved.  The 
sentiment  of  love  is,  broadly  speaking,  of  four  kinds : 

(i)  Self-love.  An  egoistic  tendency  is  ingrained  in  the  very  nature  of  man. 
Instincts  and  the  so-called  organic  needs  point  towards  that  fact.  Our  soul, 
life,  or  the  pure  ego  is,  certainly,  the  dearest  to  us,  but  beyond  that  we  also 
love  what  William  James  would  call  our  material  and  social  selves. 

(ii)  Love  of  a  benefactor  for  the  benefits  received  from  him.  This  is  also 
a  sort  of  self-love,  though  an  indirect  one.  We  love  others  because  they  promote 
our  own  cause  in  one  way  or  another.  We  love  the  physician  because  he  looks 
after  our  health  and  the  engineer  because  he  beautifies  our  material  environ¬ 
ments  and,  thus,  makes  our  lives  comfortable  and  happy. 


58  Margaret  Smith,  op.  cit.,  pp.  167-68. 
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(iii)  Love  of  beauty.  Beauty  has  almost  universally  been  recognized  as  a 
thing  of  intrinsic  value.  It  means  the  orderly  and  systematic  arrangement 
of  parts,  and  this  is  not  the  quality  of  material  things  only;  it  lies  in  the 
activities  and  the  behaviour  of  man  and  in  his  ideas  and  concepts.  Whatever 
is  beautiful  is  loved  by  us  for  its  own  sake. 

(iv)  Love  due  to  the  harmonious  interaction  and  secret  affinity  between  two 
souls.  A  thief  loves  a  thief  and  a  noble  person  loves  a  noble  friend. 

Now,  if  love  exists  for  all  these  separate  causes,  will  not  that  individual 
be  loved  who  holds  all  these  in  their  supreme  and  perfect  form  ?  Such  an 
individual  is  God  Himself,  the  possessor  of  the  most  lovable  qualities.  It  is  to 
Him  that  we  owe  our  very  existence.  He  is  the  only  real  benefactor  and  from 
Him  all  benefits  are  received.  If  we  get  something  from  a  human  being,  it 
really  comes  from  God.  Had  He  willed  otherwise,  we  would  not  have  been 
able  to  get  it.  Thirdly,  God  also  possesses  the  attributes  of  beauty.  There  is 
beauty  in  His  design  and  in  His  creative  behaviour.  “God  is  beautiful  and 
loves  beauty,”69  said  the  Holy  Prophet.  Lastly,  the  human  soul  has  affinity 
with  its  divine  source:  God  has  created  man  after  His  own  image.  So  once 
we  know  God  with  all  these  attributes  and  also  know  where  we  stand  in 
relation  to  Him,  our  love  for  Him  becomes  a  necessity.  And  then  He  loves  us 
too.  “Verily  Allah  loves  the  repentant  and  those  who  purify  themselves.”60 

But  the  lover  who  claims  to  love  the  Most  Lovable  must  show  some  signs. 
The  first  sign,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  is  that  the  lover  has  no  fear  of  death, 
for  it  means  meeting  the  Beloved  face  to  face  and  having  a  direct  vision  of 
Him.  This  world  is  a  hindrance  and  a  barrier  which  obstructs  the  lover’s  path. 
The  sooner  it  is  done  away  with,  the  better.  Another  mark  of  the  true  lover 
is  that  the  remembrance  of  God  ever  remains  fresh  in  his  heart.  Once  the  fire 
of  love  is  kindled,  it  cannot  be  extinguished.  It  remains  ever  ablaze  and  the 
flames  go  on  rising  higher  and-  higher.  The  lover,  in  fact,  feels  happy  in  this 
condition.  That  is  why  he  often  seeks  undisturbed  loneliness  to  brighten 
these  flames  by  contemplation  and  onesided  thought.  Further,  the  lover 
sacrifices  his  will  for  that  of  the  Beloved.  His  likes  and  dislikes,  his  behaviour 
and  his  ways  of  life  are  entirely  directed  and  controlled  by  God.  Lastly,  the 
intensity  of  love  for  God  demands  that  we  should  love  all  His  activities.  So 
also  we  should  love  our  fellow-men  for  they  are  all  His  servants  and  creatures. 

Love  includes  longing  (shauq),  for  every  lover  pines  to  see  the  beloved 
when  absent.  The  lover  of  God  craves  for  the  vision  of  God  which  would  be 
the  noblest  grace  and  the  highest  delight  held  out  to  him.  Again,  love  results 
in  affability  ( unsj ,  which,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  is  one  of  the  most  glorious 
fruits  of  love  and  signifies  the  feeling  of  pleasure  and  delight  consequent  upon 
God’s  nearness  and  the  perception  of  His  beauty  and  perfection.  Thirdly, 
successful  love  means  satisfaction  (rida’).  This  includes  the  satisfaction  of 


59  Al-Mishkat  al-Masabih  “Bab  al-Ghadab  w-al-Kibr.” 

60  Qur’an,  ii,  222. 
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God  with  men  and  the  satisfaction  of  men  with  Him.  “God  is  satisfied  with 
them  and  they  with  God.”61  This  is  the  stage  of  the  tranquil  soul  (al-nafs 
al-mulma' innah ) .  “0  tranquil  soul!”  God  will  say,  “return  to  thy  Lord  well- 
pleased  (with  Him)  and  well-pleasing  (Him),  so  enter  among  My  servants  and 
enter  into  My  garden.”62 

Now,  because  love  is  consequent  upon  the  knowledge  and  contemplation  of 
God,  the  lover  is  the  gnostic  (‘arif).  Gnosis  (ma‘rifah),  however,  is  a  gem,  a 
precious  thing  which  is  not  to  be  wasted :  the  sun  which  enlightens  the  heart 
of  the  gnostic,  says  al-Ghazali,  is  more  radiant  than  our  physical  sun;  for 
that  sun  sets  and  may  be  eclipsed,  but  the  sun  of  gnosis  knows  no  eclipse  nor 
does  it  set.  It  is  an  invaluable  gift  to  be  given  only  to  those  who  deserve  it 
and  to  be  given  more  or  less  according  to  the  degree  of  self-mortification  to 
which  they  attain.  The  limited  human  mind  is  not  capable  of  grasping  the 
entire  expanse  of  divine  majesty.  The  more  one  knows  of  God,  the  more  one 
loves  Him.  The  height  of  contemplation  is  reached  when  plurality  passes  away 
entirely,  when  there  is  complete  cessation  of  conscious  perception  of  things 
other  than  the  Beloved,  and  the  individual  sees  God  everywhere.  It  was  in 
this  state  that  one  said,  “I  am  the  Truth”;  and  another,  “Glory  be  to  Me! 
How  great  is  My  majesty”;  and  another,  “Under  this  robe  is  naught  but 
God.”  This  is  the  state  of  absolute  unicity  and  identity. 

The  gnostic  and  the  lover  of  God  in  this  world  will  see  God  in  the  next  world. 
The  Mu'tazilites  had  denied  the  beatific  vision  because  it  involved  a  directing  of 
the  eyes  on  the  part  of  the  seer  and  the  position  on  the  part  of  the  seen.  They 
said  that  because  God  is  beyond  space,  the  question  of  limiting  Him  to  a 
particular  place  and  direction  does  not  arise.  But  al-Ghazali  meets  their 
objection  by  saying  that  this  vision,  like  meditation,  will  not  have  any  re¬ 
ferences  to  the  eye  or  any  other  sense-organ.  It  will  be  without  their  mediation. 
Similarly,  just  as  the  conception  of  God  is  free  from  the  implication  of  spatial 
and  temporal  characteristics,  so  will  the  vision  of  Him  be  beyond  all  such 
limitations  and  boundaries. 


C 

INFLUENCE 

Al-Ghazalfs  influence  within  Islam  has  been  both  profound  and  most 
widespread:  his  works  have  been  and  still  are  being  read  and  studied  from 
West  Africa  to  Oceania  more  than  those  of  any  other  Muslim  writer,  and  his 
teaching  has  been  accepted  and  made  a  rule  of  life  more  than  that  of  any 
other  theologian.  It  has  been  claimed  and  rightly  so  that  “al-Ghazali’s  influence, 
taken  singly,  on  the  Muslim  community  has  been  perhaps  greater  than  that 
of  all  the  scholastic  theologians.” 


61  Ibid.,  xcviii,  8. 

82  Ibid.,  lxxxix,  27-30. 
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But  we  hasten  to  add  that,  like  any  other  original  thinker  in  the  world, 
al-Ghazali  did  not  go  without  his  share  of  criticism.  The  unprecedented 
attempt  on  his  part  to  make  orthodoxy  mystical  and  mysticism  orthodox,  and 
both  philosophical,  naturally'  incurred  suspicion  and  criticism  from  all  schools 
of  thought  and  all  shades  of  opinion  both  before  and  after  his  death.  Liberals 
have  criticized  him  for  his  conservatism,  and  conservatives  for  his  liberalism; 
philosophers  for  his  orthodoxy,  and  the  orthodox  for  his  philosophy. 

Al-Ghazali’s  constant  use  of  philosophical  language  and  his  mode  of  argu¬ 
ment  and  preoccupation  with  Sufism  led  Tartushi  (d.  520/1126),  al-Mazari 
(d.  536/1141),  ibn  Jauzi  (d.  597/1200),  ibn  al-Salah  (d.  643/1245),  ibn  Taimiyyah 
(d.  728/1328),  ibn  Qayyim  (d.  751/1350)  and  other  famous  theologians  of  the 
orthodox  school  to  denounce  him  publicly  as  “one  of  the  misguided.”  Ibn 
Jauzi  is  reported  to  have  once  exclaimed:  “How  cheaply  has  al-Ghazali 
traded  theology  for  Sufism!”63  Ibn  Taimiyyah,  on  the  other  hand,  has  accused 
him  of  having  traded  “theology”  for  philosophy.  Qadi  abu  ‘Abd  Allah  Muham¬ 
mad  ibn  Hamdin  of  Cordova  went  so  far  as  to  issue  a  decree  ( fatwa )  against 
al-Ghazali’s  works,  with  the  result  that  all  his  books  including  the  Ihya’M  were 
burnt  and  destroyed  throughout  Spain  and  the  possession  of  them  was  for¬ 
bidden  on  the  threat  of  confiscation  of  property  or  even  on  that  of  death.  The 
destruction  of  his  philosophical  and  even  theological  writings  was  also  ordered 
in  North  Africa  during  the  reign  of  the  Marrakush  Sultan  ‘Ali  ibn  Yusuf  ibn 
Tashifln  (477/1084-537/1142),  who  was  fanatically  orthodox  in  his  religious 
views.  Both  of  these  incidents,  however,  bear  ample  testimony  to  the  fact  that 
al-Ghazali’s  writings  had  gained  a  very  wide  circulation  in  the  Muslim  West 
even  as  early  as  that. 

Amongst  the  philosophers,  al-Ghazali’s  most  renowned  and  bitterest  critic 
was  ibn  Rushd  (520/1126-595/1198).  He  took  up  a  point- by- point  refutation  of 
al-Ghazali's  arguments  against  the  philosophers  as  given  in  the  Tahdfut  and 
named  his  own  work  Tahdfut  al-  Tahdfut  (576/1 180).  Ibn  Rushd’s  defence  of  the 
philosophers  is  as  subtle  and  vigorous  as  is  al-Ghazali’s  attack  against  them. 
Ibn  Rushd  indeed  handles  his  arguments  with  accomplished  understanding 
and  ingenious  skill,  yet,  in  the  considered  opinion  of  those  who  are  competent 
to  judge,  al-Ghazali’s  arguments  are  in  the  final  analysis  more  telling  than 
those  of  his  adversary.66  Ibn  Rushd  in  the  course  of  his  discussion  accuses 
al-Ghazali  of  hypocrisy  and  insincerity  by  saying  that  his  polemics  against 
the  philosophers  was  merely  to  win  the  favour  of  the  orthodox;66  there  is 
nothing  to  substantiate  this  charge.  He  also  accused  al-Ghazali  of  inconsisten- 


63  Cf.  Jamal  al-Din  ibn  al-Jauzi,  al-Namus  fi  Talbis  Iblis,  Cairo,  1340/1921, 
p.  377. 

**  For  the  theologians’  various  objections  to  IhyCi'  and  an  answer  to  them,  see 
M.  Hanlf  Nadawi,  Aflcar-i  Ghazdli.  Lahore,  1956,  pp.  61—73. 

66  Cf.,  e.g.,  Majid  Fakhry,  Islamic  Occasionalism,  London,  1958,  pp.  103  et  sqq. 
68  Cf.  also  ibn  Rushd,  al-Kashf  ‘an  Manahij  al-Adillah,  Cairo,  1319/1901,  pp.  57, 
et  sq. 


638 


Al-Ghazali  (Continued) 


cies  in  his  thought.  He  alleges,  for  example,  that  in  the  Mishkdt  al-A  nwdr 
al-Ghazali  lends  wholehearted  support  to  the  theory  of  emanation  which  he 
had  so  vehemently  criticised  in  the  Tahafut ,67  Al-Ghazali’s  teaching,  according 
to  him,  is  sometimes  detrimental  to  religion  and  sometimes  to  philosophy  and 
sometimes  to  both.  It  is  said,  on  the  report  of  ibn  Taimiyyah,  that  ibn  Rushd 
was  so  struck  by  the  duplicity  of  al-Ghazali’s  thought  that  he  would  often 
quote  the  following  verse  with  reference  to  him.  “One  day  you  are  a  Yemenite 
when  you  meet  a  man  from  Yemen.  But  when  you  see  someone  from  Ma‘add 
you  assert  you  are  from  ‘Adnan!”68 

The  charge  of  inconsistency  against  al-Ghazali  has  also  been  made  by 
another  Muslim  philosopher,  namely  ibn  Tufail  (d.  501/1185),  who  says  that 
in  his  works  meant  for  general  readers  al-Ghazali  is  “bound  in  one  place  and 
loose  in  another  and  has  denied  certain  things  and  then  declared  them  to  be 
true.”  In  spite  of  his  pointing  out  certain  contradictions  in  al-Ghazali’s  works, 
ibn  Tufail  had  on  the  whole  great  admiration69  for  his  teaching,  and  the 
influence  of  it  can  be  seen  in  his  own  greatly  admired  philosophical  romance : 
Hayy  Bin  Yaqzdn. 

Indeed,  the  amount  of  criticism  levelled  against  al-Ghazali70  is  itself  the 
proof  of  his  widespread  influence.  The  number  of  al-Ghazali’s  followers  and 
admirers  who  accepted  his  teaching  and  spread  it  is  immensely  greater  than 
that  of  his  critics ;  it  is  neither  possible  nor  useful  here  to  give  a  long  catalogue 
of  names.  One  fact,  however,  becomes  conspicuous  that  it  includes  mostly 
people  of  two  types,  namely,  the  orthodox  theologians  and  the  Sufis,  or  those 
who  were  equally  qualified  as  both.  This  makes  it  clear  that  the  influence  of 
al-Ghazali  within  Islam  expressed  itself  simultaneously  in  two  different 
traditions,  i.e.,  those  of  mysticism  and  orthodoxy,  and,  thus,  along  with  the 
other  forces  of  history  went  a  long  way  in  determining  the  permanent  attitudes 
in  the  religious  consciousness  of  the  Islamic  community,  namely,  the  attitudes 
of  spiritualization  and  fundamentalism. 

Of  all  the  works  of  al-Ghazali  it  is  in  his  Ihyd’  that  he  tries  to  maintain  an 
equidistant  poise  between  these  two  aspects  of  the  religious  consciousness. 
Ihya'  indeed  is  still  the  most  widely  read  of  all  the  works  of  al-Ghazali  in  all 


67  Cf.  Mishkat  al-Anwdr,  English  translation  by  W.  H.  T.  Gairdner,  Lahore, 
pp.  17-21. 

68  Quoted  by  F.  Rahman,  op.  cit.,  London,  1958,  p.  112.  It  is  significant  to  note 
that  S.  van  den  Bergh  concludes  in  his  introduction  to  Averroes’  Tahafut  al- 
Tahdfut  that  resemblances  between  Ghazali  and  Averroes  seem  sometimes  greater 
than  their  differences,  pp.  xxxv,  xxxvi. 

69  Cf.  ibn  Tufail,  Hayy  Bin  Yaqzdn  (Urdu  trans.  by  Zafar  Ahmad  Siddiqi), 
Aligarh,  1955,  pp.  26-30. 

70  For  a  modern  criticism  of  al-Ghazali  cf.  M.  Zaki  ‘Abd  al-Salam  Mubarak, 
al-AkUaq  'ind  al-Ohazzdli.  Cairo,  1924  (Urdu  trans.  by  Nur  al-Hasan  Khan, 
Lahore,  1956).  Very  recently  F.  Rahman  in  his  short  treatment  of  al-Ghazali’s 
views  on  prophecy  in  the  above-cited  work  has  made  a  very  strong  charge  of 
inconsistency  against  him. 
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sections  of  the  community,  if  not  in  its  entirety  at  least  in  the  form  of  fragments 
and  summaries  which  are  available  in  large  numbers.71  It  has  been  so  eulogized 
by  some  that  they  have  not  hesitated  to  call  it  the  second  Qur’an,  and  the 
theologians  and  traditionalists  have  not  tired  of  writing  voluminous  commen¬ 
taries  on  it. 

But  it  is  not  within  Islam  only  that  al-Ghazali’s  influence  exerted  itself  so 
strongly;  it  also  had  its  impact  on  Western,  particularly  Jewish  and  Christian, 
thought,  and  indeed  has  flowed  right  into  the  most  modem  of  our  philosophical 
traditions.  The  influence  of  al-Ghazali  on  modern  European  philosophy  is  a 
fascinating  subject.  It  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  next  volume  in  the  chapter  on 
“The  Influence  of  Muslim  Philosophy  on  the  West.” 
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measure  of  certainty,  (ii)  works  the  authenticity  of  which  has  been  doubted  by 
the  professional  students  of  al-Ghazali  (for  both  these  sect  ions,  cf.  note  No.  24  in 
the  preceding  chapter),  and  (iii)  books  (or  sections  thereof)  and  articles  most  of 
which  have  been  referred  to  in  the  notes  but  which  are  not  included  in  any  of  the 
sources  mentioned  above. 

I.  Maqasid  al-Faldsifah,  2nd  edition,  Egypt,  1355/1936  (statement  of  the  teach¬ 
ings  of  the  Muslim  Peripatetics);  Mi'yar  al-'Ilm,  Cairo,  1329/1911  (an  elaborate 
treatise  on  logic);  Tahdfut  al-Faldsifah,  ed.  M.  Bouyges,  S.  J.,  Beyrouth,  1927 
(against  the  philosophers);  Mihakk  al-Nazar,  Cairo  (a  smaller  work  on  logic); 
al-Mustazhiri,  Leiden,  1916  (against  the  Batinites);  al-Iqiisad  ft  al-I’tiqad,  Cairo, 
1327/1909  (on  speculative  theology);  Ihyd’  'Ulum  al-Din,  15  Vols,  Cairo,  1356/ 
1937-1357/1938  (magnum  opus,  a  compendium  of  al-Ghazali’s  whole  system); 
Biddyat  al-Hiddyah,Cairo,  1353/1934,47  pp.  (on  religious  conduct;  the  authenticity 
of  the  closing  section,  pp.  40-47,  doubtful);  al-Hikmah  ft  Makhluqat  Allah,  Cairo, 
1321/1903  (on  evidence  of  God’s  wisdom  in  His  creation);  al-Maqsad  al-Asna  fi 
Asma’  Allah  al-Husna,  Cairo,  1322/1904  (an  exhortation  to  imitation  of  the  divine 
qualities) ;  al-Imla’  ‘an  Ishkaldt  al-Ihya ’  (reply  to  attacks  on  Ihyd’,  can  be  found  on 
the  margin  of  Sayyid  Murtada’s  Ittihaf  al-Sddah,  Vol.  I,  pp.  41-252 ;  the  definitions 
of  the  Sufi  terms  in  the  introduction  are  perhaps  not  authentic) ;  al-Madnun  bihi 
'ala-Ghairi  Ahlihi,  Cairo,  1309/1891  (an  esoteric  work  to  be  kept  from  those  unfit 

71  With  the  exception  of  al-Ghazali’s  own  Kimiya-i  Sa'adat  (in  Persian),  the 
first  of  such  summaries  was  written  by  ai-Ghazali’s  own  brother,  Ahmad  al-Ghazali 
(d.  520/1126),  under  the  title  Lubab  al-Ihya’.  A  list  of  these  may  be  found  in 
Sayyid  Murtacla’s  Ittihaf  al-Sadah,  Cairo,  1311/1893,  p.  41. 
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for  it);  Jawdhir  aL- Qur'an,  Egypt  (an  exposition  of  the  faith  of  the  orthodox  on  the 
basis  of  the  Qur’an);  Kitab  al-Arba'in,  Cairo,  1328/1910  (a  second  part  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  work);  Kimiya-i  Sa' adat  (in  Persian),  lithograph  edition,  Bombay  (a  summary 
of  Ihyd' ;  to  be  distinguished  from  a  spurious  work  of  the  same  title  in  Arabic); 
al-Qustds  al - M ustaql m ,  Cairo,  1318/1900  (a  smaller  work  against  the  Batinites); 
Iljam  al-'Awamm  * an  ‘ Ilm  al-Kalam ,  Egypt,  1309/1891  (a  work  on  the  science  of 
dogmatics);  Ayyuha  al-Walad ,  Egypt,  1343/1924  (advice  in  the  sphere  of  ascetic 
theology);  al-Munqidh  min  al- Dalai,  Damascus,  1358/1939  (autobiographical); 
Mishkdt  al- Anwar,  Egypt,  1343/1924  (on  mysticism  :  an  exposition  of  the  light  verse 
in  the  Qur’an;  the  authenticity  of  the  veil-section  at  the  end  is  questionable; 
cf.  note  No.  24  above). 

II.  Al-Durrat  al-Fdkhirah  Kashf  ‘ Ulum  al-Akhirah ,  ed.  Gauthier,  Leipzig,  1877; 

Risalah  Ladunniyah,  Cairo,  1343/1924  (English  translation  by  Margaret  Smith): 
Journal  of  the  Royal  Asiatic  Society,  1938,  pp.  177-200,  353-74;  Raudat 

al-Talibin  wa  ‘ Umdat  al-Salikin  in  Fara'id  al-La'dli,  Cairo,  1343/1924,  pp.  121-261; 
Sirr  al-‘ Alamain  wa  Kashf  ma  fi  al-Darain,  Cairo,  1328/1910;  Kimiyd ’  al-Sa'ddah 
(Arabic)  in  al- Jawdhir  al-Ghawdli,  Cairo,  1343/1924;  al-Nafkh  al-Taswiyyah 
(referred  to  by  Sayyid  Murtada  in  Ittihdf);  al-Madnun  al-Saghir,  also  known  as 
al-Ajwibah  al- Ghazdliyyah  ft  al-Masd'il  al-XJ khrawiyyah.  Cairo,  1309/1891;  al- 
Madnun  bihi  'ala  Ohairi  Ahlihi ,  Cairo,  1309/1891;  Mankhul  (refutation  of  the 
Fiqh  of  abu  Hanifah;  referred  to  in  Kashf  al-Zunun );  Mi1  raj  al-Salikin  in  Fara'id 
al-La'ali,  Cairo,  1343/1924,  pp.  1-99;  Mulcdshafat  al-Qulub ,  Cairo,  1300/1882; 
Minhaj  al-' Abidin,  Cairo,  1313/1895;  Mizdn  al-'Amal,  Cairo,  1328/1910. 

III.  (A)  Books. — S.  A.  Kamali,  al-  Ghazdli' s  Tahdfut  al-Falasifah  (English  trans¬ 
lation),  The  Pakistan  Philosophical  Congress,  Lahore,  1958;  W.  M.  Watt,  The 
Faith  and  Practice  of  al-Ghazali  (English  translation  of  al-Munqidh  min  al  Dalai 
and  Biddyat  al-Hidayah),  George  Allen  &  Unwin,  London,  1953;  Muhammad 
Hanif  Nadawi,  Qadim  Yunani  Falsafah  (Urdu  translation  of  Maqdsid  al-Falasifah), 
Majlis-i  Taraqqi-i  Adab,  Lahore,  1959;  Sargudhasht-i  Ghazdli  (Urdu  translation 
of  al-Munqidh  min  al  Dalai  with  an  Introduction),  Institute  of  Islamic  Culture, 
Lahore,  1959;  Afkdr-i  Ghazdli  (al- Ghazali’s  teachings  with  regard  to  knowledge 
and  faith  based  on  Ihyay  with  an  Introduction),  Institute  of  Islamic  Culture,  Lahore, 
1956  (Urdu);  M.  Ahsan,  Madhaq  al-"  Arif  in  (Urdu  translation  of  Ihyd'),  4  Vols., 
Matba‘ah  Tejkumar,  Lucknow,  1955  (seventh  edition);  M.  ‘Inayat  Allah,  Kimiya-i 
Sa'adat  (Urdu  translation).  Din  Muhammadi  Press,  Lahore,  n.d.  (revised  edition); 
Sayyid  ‘Abd  al-Quddus  Hashimi  Nadawi,  al-Murshid  al-Amin  (summary  of 
Ihyd ’  in  Urdu),  Urdu  Manzil,  Karachi,  1955;  Syed  Nawab  Ali,  Some  Moral  and 
Religious  Teachings  of  al-Ghazzali  (English  translation  of  extracts  from  Parts 
III  and  IV  of  Ihyd ’  with  Introduction  by  Alban  G.  Widgery),  Shaikh  Muhammad 
Ashraf,  Lahore,  1946;  Claud  Field,  The  Alchemy  of  Happiness  (English  translation 
of  some  parts  of  Kimiya-i  Sa'adat),  Sh.  Muhammad  Ashraf,  Lahore,  n,  d.  (reprint 
from  the  Wisdom  of  the  East  Series);  W.  H.  T.  Gairdner,  Mishkdt  al- Anwar, 
Sh.  Muhammad  Ashraf,  Lahore,  1952  (new'  edition);  Sulaiman  Dunya,  Tahdfut 
al-Falasifah  li  al-Ghazali,  Cairo,  1947;  al-Haqiqah  fi  Nazar  al-Ghazali .  Dar  Iliya’ 
al-Kutub  al-‘Arabiyyah,  Cairo,  n.  d. ;  A.  W.  Zuhuri,  Makatib-i  Imam  Ghazdli  (Letters 
of  al-Ghazali  in  Urdu),  Karachi,  1949;  M.  Umaruddin,  The  Ethical  Philosophy  of 
al-Ghazzali ,  4  Parts,  published  by  the  author,  Muslim  University,  Aligarh,  1949- 
1951;  Some  Fundamental  Aspects  of  Imam  GhazzdlVs  Thought,  Irshad  Book  Depot, 
Aligarh,  1946;  Nur  al-Hasan  Khan.  Ghazdli  ka  Tasaurwur-i  Akhlaq  (Urdu  trans¬ 
lation  of  Dr.  Zaki  Mubarak’s  al-Akhldq  lind  al-Ghazzali h  al-Maktabat  al-Tlmiyyah, 
Lahore,  1956;  Shibli  Nu‘mani,  al-  Ghazdli.  M.  Thana  Allah  Khan.  Lahore,  1956 
(Urdu);  Simon  van  den  Bergh,  Aver  roes'  Tahdfut  al-Tahdfut  (English  translation 
with  extensive  notes),  2  Vols.,  Oxford  University  Press,  Oxford,  1954.  An  Urdu 
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translation  cf  ibn  Rushd’s  Tahafut  al-Tahafut  is  under  preparation,  to  be  published 
by  the  Board  for  Advancement  of  Literature,  Lahore. 

(B)  Sections  of  Books. — ‘Abd  al-Salam  Nadawi,  Hukama'-i  Islam ,  Azamgarh,  1953, 
Vol.  I,  pp.  386-408  (Urdu);  abu  al-Hasan  ‘Ali,  Tarikh-i  Da'wat-u  ‘Azimat,  Azam¬ 
garh,  1375/1955,  Parti,  pp.  111-81  (Urdu);  Majid  Fakhry,  Islamic  Occasionalism, 
George  Allen  &  Unwin,  London,  1958,  chapter  2  and  by  index;  M.  M.  Sharif, 
Muslim  Thought:  Its  Origin  and  Achievements ,  Sh.  Muhammad  Ashraf,  Lahore, 
1951,  pp-  75-80;  F.  Rahman,  Prophecy  in  Islam ,  George  Allen  &  Unwin,  London, 

1958,  pp.  94-99;  M.  Saeed  Sheikh,  Judies  in  Muslim  Philosophy  (in  press),  Pakistan 
Philosophical  Congress,  Lahore,  chapter  on  al-Ghazali ;  D.  M.  Donaldson,  Studies  in 
Muslim  Ethics,  S.  P.  C.  K.,  London  1953,  chapter  6  and  by  index;  A.  J.  Arberry, 
Sufism ,  George  Allen  &  Unwin,  London,  1956  (second  impression),  pp.  74-75, 
79-83  and  by  index;  S.  M.  Afnan,  Avicenna:  His  Life  and  Works ,  George  Allen 
&  Unwin,  London,  1958,  pp.  235-41;  E.  I.  J.  Rosenthal,  Political  Thought  in 
Medieval  Islam,  Cambridge  University  Press,  Cambridge,  1958,  pp.  38-43  and 
by  index ;  J.  W.  Sweotman,  Islam  and  Christian  Theology ,  Lutterworth  Press, 
London,  1955,  Part  II,  Vol.  I,  pp.  90-93,  262-309  and  by  index  of  authors; 
C.  Hartshorno  and  W.  L.  Reese,  Philosophers  Speak  of  God ,  Chicago,  1953,  pp. 
106-11. 

(C)  Articles. — G.F.Hourani,  “Al-Ghazali  and  the  Philosophers  on  the  Origin  of  the 
World,”  The  Muslim  World,  1958,  Vol.  XLVIII,  Nos.  3  &  4,  pp.  183-91,  308-14; 
Michael  E.  Marmura,  “Al-Ghazali  and  the  Argument  of  Time,”  The  Muslim  World , 

1959,  Vol.  XLIX,  No.  4;  M.  M.  Sharif,  “Muslim  Philosophy  and  Western 
Thought,”  Iqbal,  July  1959,  Vol.  VIII,  No.  1,  pp.  7-14;  M.  Hanif  Nadawi,  “Ghazali 
ka  Nazriyyah-i  Ta‘lll,”  Thaqafat  (Urdu),  Institute  of  Islamic  Culture,  Lahore,  July 
1959,  Vol.  VII,  No.  7,  pp.  11-19. 


Chapter  XXXII 
FAKJIR  AL-DlN  RAZI 
A 

LIFE,  SIGNIFICANCE  OF  THOUGHT,  AND  WORKS 

The  intellectual  life  of  Islam  after  the  attacks  of  Ash'ari  and  Ghazali  upon 
rationalistic  philosophy  can  be  largely  described  as  the  gradual  transition 
from  the  rationalism  of  Aristotelian  philosophy  toward  the  intuitive  and 
illuminative  wisdom  of  the  Ishraqis1  and  Sufis.  Although  Islam  began  to  weaken 
politically  and  culturally  during  the  later  part  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate, 
Muslim  thought  especially  in  the  Shl'ah  world  continued  the  process  of  divorc¬ 
ing  itself  from  the  categories  of  Peripatetic  philosophy.  One  of  the  most 
influential  and  colourful  figures  in  this  movement,  who  played  a  major  role 
in  the  attack  against  the  rationalists,  was  Fakbr  al-Din  Razi,  who  is  considered 


1  For  the  definition  and  description  of  this  term  refer  to  chapter  on  “Shihah 
al-Din  Suhrawardi  Maqtul.” 
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to  be  the  reviver  of  Islam  in  the  sixth/twelfth  century  as  Ghazali  was  in  the 
fifth/eleventh.2  Razi  is  in  many  ways  a  second  Ghazali :  in  fact,  he  may  without 
exaggeration  be  considered  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  Muslim  theologians. 

Abu  al-Fadl  Muhammad  ibn  ‘Umar,  known  as  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi  and  also 
as  Imam  Fakhr.  ibn  al-Khatib,  and  Imam  al-Mushalckikin  (the  Imam  of  the 
Doubters),3  was  born  in  Rayy  in  northern  Persia  in  543/1149  in  a  family  of 
scholars  who  came  originally  from  Tabaristan.  His  father,  Dia’  al-Din,  was 
a  well-known  scholar  in  Rayy  and  was  Imam  Fakhr’s  first  teacher.  Later, 
Fakhr  al-Din  studied  philosophy  with  Muhammad  al-Baghawi  and  Majd 
al-Din  al-Jili  (the  latter  being  also  the  teacher  of  Shaikh  al-Ishraq  Shihab 
al-Din  Suhrawardi)  and  theology  with  Kamal  al-Din  Simnani  in  Rayy  and 
Maraghah.  and  soon  became  a  master  of  all  the  sciences  of  his  time  including 
even  the  mathematical,  medical,  and  natural  sciences.4 5 

Having  completed  his  formal  studies,  Imam  Fakhr  set  out  for  Khwarizm  to 
combat  the  Mu'tazilites,  and  from  there  journeyed  to  Transoxiana  and  was 
warmly  accepted  at  the  Courts  of  the  fihur  rulers,  Ghiyath  al-Din  and  his 
brother  Shihab  al-Din.  But  this  stay  terminated  soon  due  to  the  opposition 
and  jealousy  of  certain  scholars  and  courtiers.  Consequently,  Imam  Fakhr 
left  the  Gh  ur  Court  for  Ghaznah.  where  he  taught  for  a  while,  and  finally 
settled  in  Herat  where,  under  the  patronage  of  Khwarizm  Shah  ‘Ala  al-Din, 
a  special  school  was  built  for  him.  There  he  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  as  a  teacher 
and  preacher  in  comfort  and  honour  among  a  large  number  of  disciples  and 
students  who  came  from  all  over  the  Muslim  world  to  study  under  him.  He 
passed  away  at  the  height  of  fame  and  glory  in  696/1 209. 6 

The  career  of  Imam  Fakhr  is  in  many  ways  a  repetition  of  that  of  Ghazali’s. 
Like  his  great  predecessor,  he  was  of  the  Sha.fi ‘i  school,  well  versed  in  all  the 
sciences  and  philosophy  and  yet  opposed  to  many  aspects  of  the  Greek  heritage, 
a  critic  of  the  Muslim  philosophers,  and  drawn  towards  Sufism.6  In  theology. 


2  According  to  a  hadith,  in  each  century  God  sends  a  great  sago  and  scholar 
into  the  world  to  strengthen  Islam.  Muslim  historians,  following  this  hadith,  have 
searched  during  each  century  for  the  fittest  person  to  receive  this  honour. 

3  He  was  given  this  title  because  he  doubted  so  many  of  the  views  of  the  previous 
philosophers  and  even  of  the  theologians. 

4  In  the  Wafayat  al-A'ydn ,  ibn  Khallikan  writes  that  Imam  Razi  was  the 
greatest  authority  on  the  Greek  sciences  (‘idum  al-awa'il )  in  his  time.  The  best 
sources  for  the  biography  of  Razi  are  ibn  abi  Usaibi‘ah,  "Uyun  al-Anba’ ,  ibn  al- 
Qifti,  Tnrikh  al-Hukamd',  ibn  Khallikan.  Kitdb  Wafayat  al-A'ydn,  Shams  al-Din 
Shahrazuri.  Nuzhat  al-Arwah  wa  Ravdat  al-Ajrdh,  and  ibn  Taqi  al-Din  al-Subki, 
Tabaqdt  al-  ShdfiHvvat  al-Kubra. 

5  Al-Subki,  Tabaqdt  al- §hqfi.'iyyat  al-Kubra,  Matba‘at  al-Husainiyyah,  Cairo, 
1324/1906,  Vol.  V,  pp.  33-40. 

•  Although  not  a  great  Sufi  figure  like  Gila/. all,  Imam  Razi  was  nevertheless 
sympathetic  towards  Sufism,  especially  in  the  later  period  of  his  life.  Subki,  op.  cit ,, 
p.  35,  writes  that  Razi  was  himself  a  Sufi,  and  some  of  his  poems  and  frequent 
quotations  from  the  Sufi  masters  like  Hallaj  and  abu  Sa‘id  certainly  point  in  this 
direction.  ' 
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in  which  he  followed  the  Ash'arite  school,  he  was  certainly  influenced  by 
Ghazali  and  Imam  al-Haramain.  In  philosophy  he  came  under  the  influence 
of  his  compatriot,  Muhammad  Zakariya  Razi,  as  well  as  ibn  Sina,  and  in 
physics  his  master  was  without  doubt  abu  al-Barakat  al-Baghdadi.  Like  a 
series  of  anti-Aristotelian  philosophers  before  him,  Imam  Fakhr  tried  to 
reconcile  religion  and  rational  philosophy  by  reliance  upon  ideas  derived 
more  from  the  Timaeus  of  Plato  than  the  Physics  of  Aristotle.7 

Imam  Fakhr’s  main  role  in  the  intellectual  life  of  Islam  was  to  support  the 
orthodox  policy  of  the  Caliphate  of  his  time  to  suppress  rationalistic  philosophy 
in  favour  of  theology.  In  the  unified  view  of  Islam,  politics,  religion,  and 
intellectual  life  have  never  been  divorced,  so  much  so  that  the  political  struggle 
of  minorities  in  the  Caliphate,  whether  they  were  opposed  to  Arab  domination 
or,  like  the  Shiahs,  to  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate  as  such,  was  reflected  clearly 
in  the  intellectual  and  religious  activities  of  the  period.  As  the  Caliphate 
supported  the  orthodox  Sunni  theologians  against  the  rationalists,  the  philoso¬ 
phers  sought  refuge  in  the  Cou  t.s  of  those  minor  dynasties  that  were  opposed 
to  the  central  authority  ol  the  Caliphs.  So  we  see  such  figures  as  ibn  Sina  and 
Khwajah  Nasir  al-Din  Tusi  seeking  favour  of  rulers  opposed  to  the  authority 
of  Baghdad,  and  especially  of  Shiah  princes.8  And,  on  the  other  hand,  there 
appeared  a  series  of  great  scholars  and  sages,  mostly  theologians  and  Sufis, 
of  whom  the  most  important  were  Ghazali.  Imam  Fakhr,  and  the  Sufi  masters 
like  Shihab  al-Din  Umar  Suhrawardi,  who  lifted  their  pen  in  support  of  the 
Caliphate  and  used  both  theology  and  Sufism  in  order  to  combat  rationalistic 
philosophy.9  The  works  of  Imam  Fakhr  were  above  all  else  dedicated  to  this 
cause.  Sunni  theology  reached  its  height  in  his  works  and  weakened  considerably 
with  the  fall  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate,  which  came  to  an  end  about  fifty 
years  after  his  death. 

The  writings  of  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi,  of  which  nearly  a  hundred  are  known, 
deal  almost  with  every  aspect  of  Muslim  intellectual  life  and  include  all  the 
sciences  of  his  time.10  Some  of  these,  like  the  commentary  upon  the  al- 
Isharat  w-al-Tanbihdt  of  ibn  Sina  and  upon  his  ‘ Uyun  al-Hikmah  and  the 
Mabdhith  al-Mashrigvjyah,  are  written  as  criticisms  of  Muslim  philosophers, 

7  For  an  outline  of  tho  ide.is  of  the  group  of  Muslim  thinkers  who  were  influenced 
by  Platonic  physics,  see  S.  Pines,  Beitrage  zur  islamischen  Atomenlehre ,  Berlin, 
A.  Heine  GmbH,,  Grafenheiniehon,  1930. 

8  It  is  far  from  accidental  that  the  philosophy  and  the  sciences  which  were 
connected  with  the  Greek  heritage  flourished  especially  in  the  fourth/tenth  century 
when  most  of  the  Muslim  world  was  governed  by  the  Shiah  Buwaihids  and  Fatimids. 

9  The  opposition  of  this  group  to  Greek  philosophy  was  primarily  against  its 
rationalistic  and  syllogistic  aspects.  The  cosmological  and  certain  metaphysical 
doctrines  of  the  Greeks  were  not  only  not  criticized  but  were  also  openly  accepted 
by  them.  So  we  see  a  Ghazali  using  Hermetic  symbolism  or  a  Fakhr  Razi  writing 
numerous  treatises  on  the  cosmological  sciences. 

10  For  a  bibliography  of  his  works,  see  Subki,  op.  cit.,  pp.  33-40  and  Imam 
Razi’s  Vtiqadat  Farq  cd-Muslimin  w-al-Mushrikin,  Maktabat  al-Nahdat  al- 
Misriyyah,  Cairo,  1356/1937,  Introduction  by  Shaikh  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq,  pp.  27 ff. 
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especially  ibn  Sina,  and  on  general  problems  of  philosophy.11  Others  deal  with 
the  many  branches  of  the  intellectual  sciences  including  logic,  mathematics, 
metaphysics,  and  the  natural  and  the  esoteric  sciences. 

Still  another  set  of  books  deals  with  theology,  of  which  the  most  famous  are 
the  Kitab  al-Arba‘ln  fi  Usui  al-Din,  Lawam'i  al-Bayyindt,  and  the  Muhassal , 
a  classic  among  writings  on  the  Kaltim.  Fakhr  al-Din  also  wrote  a  large  number 
of  works  on  particular  sciences,  like  the  commentary  upon  the  syntax  of 
Zamakhshari,  Kitab  al-Sirr  al-Maktiim  on  astrology  and  astronomy,  .!/ antiqtb 
al-Shiif.'i.  on  history,  the  commentary  upon  the  Qdnu.n  or  Canon  of  ibn  Sina, 
and  many  other  treatises  dealing  with  medicine,  geometry,  physiognomy, 
agriculture,  theurgy,  etc.  Besides  these  writings,  Imam  Fakhr  composed  a 
large  number  of  works  on  the  purely  Islamic  sciences  of  exegesis  and  juris¬ 
prudence,  of  which  the  most  famous  are  the  Majdlih  al-Ghaib.  the  voluminous 
commentary  upon  the  Qur’an,  and  al-Ma'dlim  fi  Usui  al-Fiqh  on  the  principles 
of  jurisprudence.  Throughout  these  writings  the  character  of  Imam  Fakhr 
as  a  critic  and  “doubter”  is  evident.  He  criticizes  not  only  the  philosophers, 
but  also  theologians  like  Ash'ari  and  historians  like  Shahrastani.  whom  he 
accuses  of  plagiarizing  Baghdadi’s  al-Farq  bain  al-Firaq  in  his  al-Milal  wa-al- 
Nihal.13  Imam  Fakhr’s  particular  genius  for  analysis  and  criticism  is  evident 
in  whatever  field  he  turns  his  attention  to,  so  that  in  the  annals  of  Muslim 
thought  he  has  quite  justly  become  famous  as  one  who  is  a  master  in  posing  a 
problem  but  not  in  solving  it,  in  entering  into  a  debate  but  not  in  concluding  it. 

B 

THEOLOGY  (KALAM) 

Muslim  theology  known  as  Kalam  began  as  a  reaction  against  the  rationalistic 
school  of  the  Mu'tazilites,  and  only  gradually  developed  into  a  complete 
science.  In  the  earlier  centuries  the  theologians,  following  the  lead  of  abu 
al-Hasan  al-Ash‘ari,  tried  to  use  logic,  the  instrument  of  their  enemies,  in 
order  to  defend  the  truths  of  revelation.  From  the  fourth/tenth  century 
onward,  this’  defence  itself  became  more  subtle  and  systematic,  reaching  its 
height  in  the  works  of  Imam  al-Haramain  abu  al-Ma‘ali  ‘Abd  al-Malik  al- 
Juwaini,  such  as  the  Irshfid  and  the  Shamil.13  With  Ghazali  Kalam  took  a  new 


11  Imam  Razi’s  pupil.  Khwajah  Nasir  al-Din  Tusi,  wrote  many  works  answering 
his  teacher’s  criticism  of  ibn  Sina  and  other  philosophers. 

12  See  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi,  Munazarat,  DairatuI-Maarif-il-Osmania,  Hyderabad, 
1355/1936,  where  he  also  criticizes  certain  parts  of  Ghazali’s  Tahdjut  al-Faldsijah 
on  the  motion  of  the  planets.  See  also  P.  Kraus,  “Les  ‘controverse’  de  Fakhr  al- 
Din  Razi,”  Bulletin  de  V  Institut  d' iujypt,  t.  XIX,  1936-37,  pp.  187-214. 

13  For  a  history  of  Muslim  theology,  especially  of  the  Sunni  school,  see  Shibli 
Nu’mani,  Tarihh  ‘ Ilm-i  Kalam,  tr.  M.  Fakhr  Da‘i  Gllani,  Rangin  Press,  Teheran, 
1328/1910,  and  L.  Gardet  and  M.  M.  Anawati,  Introduction  a  la  thbologie  musulmane , 
Librarie  Philosophique  J.  Vrin,  Paris,  1948. 
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turn  ;  opposed  as  it  was  from  the  beginning  to  the  school  of  the  philosophers, 
it  now  began  to  employ  the  syllogistic  method,  intellectual  (‘ aqli )  evidence, 
and  certain  theses  of  the  philosophers,  thus  laying  the  foundations  of  the 
school  of  philosophical  Kalam  of  the  later  theologians. 

Imam  Fakhr  is  the  greatest  master  of  this  later  school  of  theology,  sur¬ 
passing  in  many  ways  even  the  more  illustrious  Ghazali.  With  Imam  Fakhr 
philosophical  Kalam  reaches  its  zenith  of  power  and  perfection;  his  works 
became  consequently  a  continuous  source  of  influence  over  the  later  theologians, 
whether  they  were  Sunnis  like  al-‘Iji  and  al-Taftazani  or  Shiahs  like  Khwajah 
Nasir.14  Properly  speaking,  Razi  must  be  credited  with  the  foundation  of  a 
new  school  of  Kalam,  and  certain  writers  have  even  considered  him  to  be  the 
Third  Teacher  after  Aristotle  and  Farabi.16  Actually,  he  composed  works 
characteristic  of  both  the  first  period  of  Muslim  theology — marked  by  a  revolt 
against  the  philosophers  and  yet  by  a  dependence  upon  their  methods  and 
even  some  of  their  ideas — and  the  second  period,  after  Ghazali.  in  which 
theology  became  a  more  independent  science  and  lost  much  of  its  defensive 
and  apologetic  quality.  Among  the  first  type  of  writings  one  may  name 
Mulfassal  and  al-Arabi‘n  fi  Usui  al-Din  and  among  the  second  Asds  al-  Taqdis 
and  Lawdmi‘  al-Bayyindt. 

The  theology  of  Imam  Razi  is  marked  by  the  integration  of  theological 
themes  with  other  sciences.  For  example,  in  his  Persian  treatise,  Asrar  al- 
Tanzil,  he  combines  theology  with  ethics;  and  in  the  Lawdmi ‘  al-Bayyindt, 
theology  with  Sufism,  giving  theology  a  fragrance  of  spirituality  and  a  beauty 
not  found  in  most  writings.  In  the  sixth  chapter  of  the  Ijaivami'  he  gives  a 
detailed  and  profound  discussion  concerning  dhikr,  the  invocation  of  one  of 
the  divine  names,  which  is  the  basic  technique  of  Sufism.  Concerning  one  of 
the  interior  forms  of  dhilcr  he  writes:  “The  third  kind  of  dhikr  is  that  man 
should  contemplate  the  creatures  of  God  until  each  particle  of  the  essence 
of  creation  becomes  a  polished  mirror  before  the  unmanifested  world  so  that 
when  he  looks  into  this  mirror  with  the  eye  of  wisdom  the  ray  of  the  eye  of 
his  soul  will  fall  upon  the  world  of  Majesty.  This  is  a  station  without  end  and 
a  sea  without  limit.”16  In  tliis  way  Imam  Razi  raises  theology  to  a  height 
approached  only  by  Ghazali.  far  surpassing  the  usual  level  of  this  study.17 

To  understand  Razi’s  approach  to  theology,  it  is  enough  to  analyse  the 
structure  of  one  of  his  treatises.  We  take  as  an  example  perhaps  the  most 

11  The  theological  masterpiece,  the  Tajrid,  of  Khwajah  Nasir  al-Din  Tusi,  who 
is  the  greatest  of  the  ghi'ah  theologians,  is  to  a  large  extent  influenced  by  Imam 
Razi’s  Masa'il  nl-Khamsun. 

16  This  title,  however,  is  more  commonly  given  to  Mir  Hamad,  the  master  of 
theology  and  philosophy  dming  the  Safawid  period. 

16  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi,  Lawdmi '  al-Bayyindt,  Library  of  Imam  Rida,  Meshed, 
MS.  Cat.  No.  233. 

17  Imam  Razi,  like  the  Christian  theologians,  considered  Kalam  to  be  the  queen 
of  the  sciences  and  subordinated  all  the  other  rational  sciences  like  philosophy  and 
the  mathematical  and  natural  sciences  to  it. 
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famous  of  his  theological  works,  the  Mukassal,  which  became  a  classic  source- 
book  on  the  Kalam  almost  from  the  moment  of  its  composition.18  Here, 
Imam  Razi  divides  theology  into  four  parts  (arlcdn)  :  Preliminaries,  Being 
and  its  divisions,  rational  theology  (ildhiyyat),  and  traditional  questions 
(sam‘iyydt).  The  preliminaries  include  the  principles  of  logic,  the  sufficiency 
of  demonstration  (dalll)  to  prove  the  existence  of  God,  and  the  obligation 
upon  each  believer  to  prove  God’s  existence.19  The  section  on  Being  and  its 
divisions  considers  the  questions  of  Being  and  Non-Being,  attributes  of  Being, 
the  negation  of  modes  between  Being  and  Non-Being,  the  relation  of  the  One 
to  the  many,  cause  and  effect,  etc.  Rational  theology  which  is  interlaced 
with  passages  from  the  Qur’an  concerns  the  Necessary  Being,  His  attributes 
and  acts  and  the  divine  names.  Finally,  the  traditional  questions,  which  are 
exclusively  scriptural,  concern  prophethood,  eschatology,  the  Imamate,  the 
faith,  and  other  related  subjects.  As  a  whole,  therefore,  Imam  Razi’s  theology 
combines  the  transmitted  or  traditional  elements  of  revelation  (naqli)  and 
the  intellectual  and  rational  evidence  concerning  religious  and  metaphysical 
questions  (‘aqli )  into  a  science  which  takes  into  account  the  problems  of 
religion  while  participating  in  many  of  the  discussions  of  philosophy. 

In  the  method  and  problems  of  theology,  Imam  Razi  followed  the  Ash’arites. 
As  he  writes  in  his  Kitdb  al-Arba‘in;  “We  (the  Ash'arites)  believe  that  God  is 
neither  body  nor  substance,  and  that  He  is  not  in  space ;  yet,  we  believe  that 
we  can  see  God.”  But  to  show  his  independence  of  judgment  he  goes  on  to 
assert:  “Our  companions  (the  Ash’arites)  have  given  an  intellectual  reason 
for  the  possibility  of  seeing  God,  but  we  have  brought  twelve  objections 
against  it  which  cannot  be  answered.  Therefore,  we  only  say  that  we  can  see 
God  by  appealing  to  transmitted  reasoning,  i.e,,  the  Qur’anic  text.”20 

Imam  Razi  also  criticized  Ash'ari  on  the  question  of  atomism  which  is  such 
an  essential  aspect  of  the  Ash'arite  theology.  Razi  rejected  atomism  in  his 
earlier  works  like  the  Mabdhith  al-Mashriqiyyah  and  wrote  his  Kitdb  al- 
Jauhar  al-Fard  to  refute  it,  but  in  later  works  like  the  great  Qur’anic  commen¬ 
tary,  the  Mafatih  al-Qhaib ,  he  accepted  it  once  again.  (Atomism  does  not  play 
a  major  role  in  his  theology  as  it  does  in  the  system  of  other  Ash’arites  like 
Baqillani.)  This  change  of  position  occurs  also  in  the  rejection  of  infinity,  the 
void,  and  the  plurality  of  worlds  in  the  earlier  writings  and  their  acceptance 
in  later  works  like  the  Majalih. 

There  are  several  points  in  Imam  Razi’s  theology  which  are  of  special 
interest  in  so  far  as  his  particular  point  of  view  is  concerned.  One  relates  to  the 


18  For  a  more  detailed  discussion  of  this  work,  see  L.  Gardet  and  M.  M.  Anawati, 
op.  cit .,  pp.  162-64. 

19  In  all  Muslim  theology  it  is  considered  obligatory  upon  each  Muslim  to  prove 
the  existence  of  God  according  to  his  intellectual  ability.  See  F.  Schuon,  “Nature 
et  arguments  de  la  foi,”  Etudes  TraditioneUes,  Vol.  54,  Dec.  1953,  pp.  344-63. 

20  Fakbr  al-DIn  Razi,  Kitdb  al-Arba'in  ft  Usui  al-Din,  Dairatul-Maarif-il- 
Osmania,  Hyderabad,  1353/1934,  p.  190. 
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question  of  faith  in  which  he  joins  most  theologians  in  regarding  faith  as  the 
necessary  and  sufficient  requirement  for  being  saved.  Hell  is  not  for  those 
who  have  committed  evil  acts  accidentally  but  for  the  infidels  who  have  no 
faith.  Man  is  of  course  responsible  for  his  work  but  ultimately  all  is  determined 
by  the  divine  will.  Imam  Razi  is  very  emphatic  in  his  determinism  and  over¬ 
throws  even  the  theory  of  acquisition  (hash )  of  the  Ash’arites.  His  Qur’anic 
commentary  is  full  of  arguments  for  determinism,  which  he  defends  more 
openly  and  ably  than  any  other  theologian.  God  is  the  creator  of  both  good 
and  evil,  faith  and  impiety,  benefit  and  injury  ;  all  these  qualities  are  decreed 
by  the  determination  of  the  divine  will  (qada’  wa  qadar).  Yet,  none  of  the 
divine  acts  can  be  considered  to  be  inappropriate  or  blameable  since  God  is 
the  creator  and  ruler  of  the  world,  and  whatever  He  does  in  His  kingdom  is 
His  own  affair  and  is  as  such  appropriate. 

According  to  Imam  Razi,  God’s  attributes  and  names  must  be  interpreted 
symbolically  (td’wil)  in  order  to  be  understood.  He  follows  the  method  of 
Imam  al-Haramain  in  applying  td’wil  to  the  Qur’an,  especially  to  those  verses 
in  which  God  is  attributed  with  such  anthropomorphic  qualities  as  sight, 
hearing,  etc.  This  does  not  mean  that  Razi  tries  to  overcome  the  rational 
difficulties  of  certain  of  the  principles  of  faith  by  ta’unl ,  as  did  many  of  the 
philosophers.  For  example,  on  the  question  of  resurrection,  unlike  the  philoso¬ 
phers  who  believed  only  in  the  resurrection  of  the  soul.  Imam  Razi  asserts 
that  at  resurrection  God  will  create  for  each  soul  the  same  body,  made  of  the 
same  elements  as  those  it  possessed  in  this  life. 

On  the  question  of  knowledge  and  the  process  of  reasoning.  Imam  Razi  is  of 
the  view  that  reason  is  neither  the  cause  of  which  knowledge  is  the  effect  nor 
the  source  which  produces  knowledge.  There  is  an  intelligible  succession  be¬ 
tween  the  two;  God  creates  a  reasoning  which  knowledge  follows  necessarily.21 
He  accords  a  definite  value  to  the  rational  faculty;  his  aim  in  theology  is  in 
fact  to  create  a  science  which  combines  and  harmonizes  reason  and  revelation, 
‘aql  and  naql.  In  his  Qur’anic  commentary  he  calls  those  who  have  succeeded 
in  integrating  those  two  elements  the  Muslim  sages  (fiulcamd’  isldmiyyah), 
and  praises  them  greatly.  His  own  importance  in  Muslim  theology  lies  in  his 
success  in  establishing  the  school  of  philosophical  Kdlam ,  already  begun  by 
Ghazali.  in  which  both  intellectual  and  revelational  evidence  played  important 
roles. 


C 

PHILOSOPHY 

The  importance  of  Imam  Razi  in  philosophy  lies  more  in  his  criticism  of 
the  philosophers  than  in  the  establishment  of  a  new  school.  Influenced  by  the 
writings  of  Ghazali.  he  studied  philosophy  to  such  an  extent  that  he  became 

21  Many  theologians  before  Razi  considered  this  relation  between  reason  and 
knowledge  to  be  custom  (’ adah ),  but  he  explicitly  rejects  this  notion. 
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a  definite  master  of  it.  Unlike  the  theologians  who  rejected  Greek  philosophy 
totally  or  the  Peripatetics  who  followed  it  strictly,  Imam  Razi  criticized  many 
points  of  Greek  philosophy  while  accepting  certain  others.  In  the  introduction 
to  the  Mabdhith  al-Mashriqiyyah,  the  most  important  of  his  philosophical 
works,  he  writes:  “Our  associates  belong  to  two  groups:  one  consisting  of 
those  who  imitate  the  Greek  philosophers,  permit  no  one  to  discuss  their 
thought,  and  take  pride  in  being  able  to  understand  their  sayings,  and  the 
other  comprising  those  who  reject  all  of  their  ideas  without  exception.  Both 
of  these  groups  are  wrong.  We  have  delved  deep  into  the  writings  of  the  pre¬ 
vious  philosophers  and  have  affirmed  the  true  and  rejected  the  false.  We  have 
added  certain  principles  to  this  philosophy  and  hrve  put  forth  some  new 
ideas.”24 

The  new  ideas  of  which  Imam  Razi  speaks  are  mostly  those  pertaining 
to  the  rejection  of  certain  basic  elements  of  Aristotelianism  and  in  some  cases 
of  Platonism.  In  the  Mabdhith  he  rejects  the  Platonic  ideas,  since  in  the 
Ash'arite  perspective  all  infinite  modes  of  Being  are  absorbed  in  the  Absolute. 
He  also  criticizes  the  Platonic  notion  of  knowledge  as  reminiscence  and  the 
idea  held  by  certain  Muslim  philosophers  that  light  is  a  body.  One  of  his 
most  important  and  penetrating  discussions  involves  criticism  of  the  principle 
that  from  Unity  only  unity  can  issue  forth,  ex  uno  non  fit  nisi  unurn,  a 
principle  held  by  nearly  all  medieval  philosophers.  Imam  Razi  puts  this  view 
to  the  test  of  his  severe  judgment  and  criticizes  it  with  his  usual  genius  for 
analysis.  He  asserts,  on  the  contrary,  that  from  Unity  multiplicity  can  issue 
forth,  but  does  not  pursue  the  proof  of  this  assertion  very  far. 

The  Mabdhith  deals  with  many  other  subjects  treated  in  the  well-known 
texts  of  Muslim  philosophy  like  those  of  ibn  Sina.  In  each  case  it  is  the  acute 
criticism  of  commonly  held  Peripatetic  notions  that  is  of  interest.  In  his 
commentary  upon  the  al-Ishdrdt  w-al-Tanbihat  of  ibn  Sina,  which  after  the 
Mabdhith  is  his  most  important  philosophical  work,  this  type  of  criticism  and 
doubts  about  Peripatetic  philosophy  continue — doubts  which  his  pupil, 
Naslr  al-Din  Tusi,  tried  to  answer  in  his  own  commentary  upon  the  Ishardt. 
Ever  since  these  works  were  written,  nearly  every  student  of  Peripatetic  philo¬ 
sophy  in  the  Muslim  world,  especially  in  Persia,  has  reached  this  philosophy 
through  the  criticism  of  Imam  Razi,  so  that  the  thought  of  Imam  Razi  has 
become  a  permanent  heritage  of  Muslim  philosophers.  His  other  philosophical 
works,  like  the  commentary  upon  the  ‘U yun  al-Hikmah ,  Lubab  al-Isharat 
and  many  treatises  on  logic  and  metaphysics,  are  also  significant,  but  his 
greatest  philosophical  importance  lies  in  the  criticisms  and  doubts  cast  upon 
the  principles  of  Peripatetic  philosophy,  which  not  only  left  an  indelible  mark 
upon  that  school  but  opened  the  horizon  for  the  other  modes  of  knowledge 
like  ighrdqi  philosophy  and  gnosis,  which  were  more  intimately  bound  with 
the  spirit  of  Islam. 

24  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi,  al-Mabahith  al-Mashriqiyyah,  Dairatul-Maarif-il-Osmania, 
Hyderabad,  1343/1924,  Vol.  I,  p.  4. 
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THE  SCIENCES 

There  have  been  very  few  Muslim  theologians  who  have  had  as  much 
knowledge  of  the  mathematical  and  natural  sciences  as  Imam  Razi.  His  pre¬ 
occupation  with  the  sciences  is  itself  of  great  interest,  because  usually  the 
Sunni  theologians  and  doctors  of  Law  shunned  any  discipline  outside  the 
sphere  of  the  strictly  religious  sciences.  Imam  Razi,  on  the  contrary,  studied 
all  the  awa’il  sciences,  that  is,  the  sciences  inherited  from  the  Greeks,  and 
was  considered  by  many  of  his  contemporaries  to  be  the  greatest  authority 
of  his  time  on  them.  There  is  hardly  a  science  in  which  he  did  not  compose 
a  treatise — although  he  never  occupied  himself  with  the  study  of  nature  in 
the  manner  of  ibn  al-Haitham  or  Biruni.  His  main  importance  in  the  sciences 
was  in  considering  their  principles  and  their  relation  to  theology  and  to  the 
spirit  of  Islamic  revelation. 

A  field  in  which  Imam  Razi  excelled  is  medicine,  a  discipline  the  mastery 
of  which  one  hardly  expects  from  a  theologian.  He  wrote  several  treatises  on 
health,  pulse,  and  anatomy,  and  a  medical  encyclopaedia  entitled  al-Jami‘ 
al-Kabir  or  al-Tibb  al-Kablr  which  he  never  completed.  His  most  important 
medical  work  was  his  commentary  upon  the  Qanun  of  ibn  Sina,  which  he  often 
criticized,  basing  himself  on  the  opinions  of  Galen  and  the  Muslim  physicians, 
especially  Muhammad  Zakariya  Razi.  The  commentary  is  sufficient  evidence 
that  Imam  Razi  did  not  learn  medicine  by  reading  one  or  two  manuals  but 
studied  it  thoroughly  and  was  well  versed  in  it.  He  was  in  fact  famous  in 
Herat  for  his  ability  and  exactitude  in  diagnosis. 

Imam  Razi  also  wrote  several  treatises  on  geometry,  astronomy,  agriculture, 
politics,  history,  and  comparative  religion.23  Also  of  interest  are  his  works  on 
the  esoteric  sciences  (‘vlum  gharibah),  to  which  he  devoted  much  attention. 
There  remain  among  his  writings  treatises  on  theurgy  (tcUismat),  geomancy 
(rand),  physiognomy  ( jirdsah )  astrology,  and  other  similar  subjects.  It 
is  curious  that  Imam  Razi  wrote  all  these  treatises,  although  he  was  opposed 
to  certain  of  these  subjects  like  astrology  which  he  attacked  throughout  his 
writings.26  He  was,  however,  more  sympathetic  to  the  study  of  esoteric  sciences 
than  either  the  theologians  or  the  philosophers,  as  is  illustrated  by  his  defence 
of  alchemy  against  the  charges  of  ibn  Sina.26 

Of  particular  interest  to  the  history  of  Muslim  sciences  is  the  scientific 


12  His  historical  works  include  Kitab  Fada’il  al-Sahabah  and  Kitdb  Manaqib 
al-lmam  Shdfi'i.  and  his  work  on  comparative  religion,  the  rtiqadat  Farq  of- 
Muslimin  w-al-M ush,rikin . , 

24  See  Y.  Mourad,  La  physiognomonie  arabe  et  le  Kitab  al-Firasah  de  Fakhr 
al-Din  ai*Razi,  Librarie  Orientalists,  Paul  Geuthner,  Paris,  1939. 

“  See  Mundzardt,  pp.  20-24. 

24  See  Mabdhiti  .  .  .,  p.  214. 
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encyclopedia  of  Imam  Razi,  the  Jami‘  al-‘Ulum.t7  This  work  offers  a  good 
source  for  the  names,  definitions,  scope,  and  major  principles  of  the  various 
Muslim  sciences.  Imam  Fakhr  begins  with  a  discussion  of  traditional  religious 
sciences  such  as  theology,  jurisprudence,  dialectics,  comparative  religion, 
inheritance,  will  and  testament,  Qur’anic  commentary,  and  reading  of  the 
Qur’an  and  Hadith;  and  then  passes  on  to  the  linguistic  sciences  dealing  with 
grammar,  syntax,  etymology  of  words,  prosody  and  poetic  metre,  and,  after 
that  to  history.  Having  considered  the  transmitted  ( naqli )  sciences,  he  devotes 
the  rest  of  the  book  to  the  intellectual  (‘aqli )  sciences  which  include  natural 
philosophy,  interpretation  of  dreams,  physiognomy,  medicine,  anatomy, 
pharmacology,  the  science  of  the  occult  properties  of  things,  alchemy,  theurgy, 
agriculture,  geometry,  science  of  weights,  arithmetic,  algebra,  optics,  music, 
astronomy,  astrology,  metaphysics,  ethics  and  its  various  branches,  and  even 
chess  and  other  games.  Imam  Razi  describes  the  principles,  scope,  and  major 
problems  of  each  science.  Despite  the  fact  that  his  discussion  is  always  general 
and  eharateristie  of  an  encyclopedist  and  never  penetrates  too  deeply  into 
any  single  science,  the  work  is  perfect  evidence  of  his  vast  erudition  and 
encyclopedic  knowledge.  In  this  respect  Imam  Razi  is  similar  to  the  Isma'ili 
and  the  later  Twelve-Imam  Shi’ah  theologians  of  the  Safawid  period  many 
of  whom,  like  Shaikh  Baha  al-Din  Amili,  took  great  interest  not  only  in 
philosophy  but  also  in  all  the  cosmological  and  mathematical  sciences.  Imam 
Fakljr’s  importance  in  the  Muslim  sciences  is,  therefore,  mostly  in  bringing 
closer  together  the  theological  and  cosmological  traditions  which  until  his 
time  had  been  far  apart,  and  in  studying  nature  with  a  view  to  discovering 
God’s  wisdom  in  creation,  as  was  done  by  many  other  Muslim  scientists.28 
In  this  case,  as  in  so  many  others,  he  advanced  upon  a  path  already  trodden 
by  Ghazali. 


E 

COMMENTARIES  UPON  THE  QUR’AN 

Imam  Razi’s  fame  in  the  Muslim  world  lies  as  much  in  his  commentaries 
on  the  Holy  Qur’an  as  in  his  theological  works.  He  was  greatly  devoted  to 
the  Qur’an  from  childhood  and  studied  Qur’anic  commentary  with  his  father. 
His  study  of  all  the  other  sciences  by  no  means  reduced  his  love  for  the 
Qur’an.  As  he  wrote  in  old  age:  “I  have  experienced  all  the  methods  of  theo¬ 
logy  and  all  the  ways  of  philosophy,  but  I  did  not  find  in  them  the  benefit 


27  This  work  Imam  Fakhr  wrote  for  Khwarizm  Shah  abu  al-Muzaffar  ibn  Malik 
al-Mu’azzam.  It  has  always  been  a  popular  scientific  encyclopedia  and  was 
printed  in  a  lithographed  edition  in  Bombay  in  1 323/1905. 

28  Imam  Fakhr’s  writings  are  full  of  passages  in  which  he  appeals  to  various 
natural  phenomena  as  “signs”  of  the  different  divine  qualities  and  names.  See  his 
Asrar  al-Tanzil ,  Teheran,  lithographed  edition,  1301/1883,  pp.  68ff. 
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which  could  equal  the  benefit  I  derived  from  the  reading  of  the  exalted 
Qur’an.”29 

Imam  Razi’s  Qur’anic  commentaries  include  the  Taf-slr  al-Fatihah,  Tafslr 
Surat  al-Baqarah,  Asmd'  Allah  al-Husna,  and  Risalah  fi  al-Tanblh  ‘ ala  ba‘d 
al-Asrar  al-Mau‘izah  fi  al-Qur’iin ,  which  last  is  a  theological  commentary 
combined  with  Sufi  ideas  in  which  metaphysics  (ildhlyyat)  is  based  on  the 
chapter  (surah)  al- 1 lchlfis.  prophecy  on  the  chapter  fit  A  'In.  resurrection  on 
the  chapter  al-Tln ,  and  the  recording  of  human  actions  on  the  chapter  al- 
‘Asr.  The  most  important  of  Imam  Razi’s  commentaries  is  the  voluminous 
Mafatlh  al-Ghaib,  known  as  the  “Great  Commentary”  (Tafslr  al-Kabir), 
which  was  collected  and  organized  by  ibn  al-Khu’i  and  Suyuti  after  his  death. 
This  work  is  the  most  important  theological  commentary  ever  written  on  the 
Qur’an.  Imam  Razi  makes  this  also  an  occasion  to  expose  his  encyclopedic 
knowledge  in  that  he  intermingles  history,  geography,  and  other  branches  of 
knowledge  with  the  commentary  of  the  Qur’anic  text  wherever  possible.  He 
mentions  and  praises  often  in  this  work  the  Muslim  sages  who  combine  intel¬ 
lectual  principles  with  the  principles  of  Islamic  revelation.  He  also  analyses 
the  stories  of  the  Qur’an  and  interprets  their  theological  and  metaphysical 
meanings.  Despite  its  volume  and  the  number  of  topics  which  do  not  seem 
very  relevant  to  the  immediate  subject-matter,  the  Mafati ft  is  an  impres¬ 
sive  theological  Qur’anic  commentary.  In  its  intellectual  interpretation  and 
the  combining  of  ‘aql  and  nxiql,  of  reason  and  authority,  and  in  the  under¬ 
standing  of  the  sacred  Scripture  it  remains  one  of  the  major  commentaries 
upon  the  Qur’an. 


JURISPRUDENCE  (FIQH) 

Although  primarily  occupied  with  theology,  Imam  Razi  occasionally  devoted 
himself  to  jurisprudence  as  well.  The  few  works  like  al-Maksul  fi  al-Usul 
al-Fiqh,  al-Ma'dlim,  and  Ihkam  al-Ahkam  bear  evidence  to  his  mastery  of 
jurisprudence  which  he  interpreted  according  to  the  school  of  the  exegetes. 
As  already  mentioned,  he  belonged  to  the  Shafi  ’i  school  of  which  he  was  con¬ 
sidered  to  he  one  of  the  ‘ulama’  and  authentic  interpreters.  Imam  Razi  was 
particularly  well  versed  in  the  principles  of  jurisprudence  (Usui),  which  he 
treated  in  a  manner  similar  to  theology.  This  subject  has,  in  fact,  never  been 
able  to  divorce  itself  from  Kaldm,  and  is  still  studied  almost  as  if  it  were  one 
of  its  branches.  The  importance  of  Imam  Razi  in  Shafi'i  jurisprudence  lies 
more  in  his  contribution  to  the  theoretical  principles  of  Fiqh  than  in  their 
actual  application  embodied  in  the  fatwas  of  the  various  Shafi’i  ‘ulama’. 


**  Ibn  abi  I’saibi'tih.  ‘ TJyun  al-Anba ’  fi  Tabaqat  al-Atibba\  Matbii'ut  al- 
Wahabiyyah,  Cairo,  Vol.  II,  p.  27. 
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G 

DIALECTIC,  RHETORIC,  AND  POETRY 

Following  the  example  of  Ghazali,  Imam  Razi  became  a  dialectical  theologian 
and,  as  his  works  testify,  excelled  in  dialectics.  He  was  famous  for  his  eloquence 
in  persuasion  and  argumentation,  for  the  quickness  of  his  intelligence  and 
keenness  of  wit.  These  gifts  were  combined  with  a  rhetorical  power  which 
made  him  the  most  famous  preacher  in  Herat.  Hardly  would  a  scholar  dare 
enter  into  debate  with  him;  those  who  took  sides  against  him  would  soon 
feel  the  thrust  of  his  dialectical  and  rhetorical  weapons.  The  Munazardt  bears 
ample  evidence  of  these  traits.  In  its  pages  one  sees  Imam  Razi  as  a  tiger 
who  pounces  mercilessly  upon  his  helpless  adversary  and  has  little  regard  for 
softness  in  discourse.  Much  of  his  energy  throughout  life  was  spent  in  attacking 
bitterly  the  small  sects  which  arose  against  the  main  orthodoxy,  such  as  the 
Karramlyyah,  who  probably  finally  poisoned  him.30  As  the  Shaikh  al-Isldm 
of  Herat,  his  main  duty  was  to  preach  and  defend  Islam;  and  he  took  the 
opportunity  of  using  his  remarkable  gifts  of  rhetoric  and  dialectic  in  a  manner 
which  made  him  one  of  the  most  famous  of  Muslim  preachers. 

Imam  Razi  had  also  the  gift  of  poetry,  and  many  verses  both  in  Arabic 
and  Persian  are  attributed  to  him.  As  in  the  case  of  so  many  other  sages  like 
Khayyam,  poetry  became  for  Imam  Razi  the  vehicle  for  the  expression  of 
gnosis  and  the  form  of  “ignorance”  which  lies  above  all  formal  knowledge.  In 
a  quatrain  in  Persian  he  writes : 

“My  heart  was  never  deprived  of  science; 

There  is  little  of  the  mysteries  that  I  did  not  understand. 

For  seventy-two  years  I  thought  night  and  day, 

Yet  I  came  to  know  that  nothing  is  to  be  known.” 

H 

SUFISM 

There  is  little  doubt  that  Imam  Razi  was  sympathetic  to  Sufism,  especially 
in  later  life,  when  he  wrote  most  of  his  poems  like  the  one  mentioned  above. 
Moreover,  many  of  his  works  are,  like  his  Qur’anic  commentary,  full  of  Sufistic 
ideas,  and  in  his  Lammi ‘  al- Bayyinat  he  outlines  the  degrees  of  knowledge 

30  There  is  a  story  told  of  Imam  Razi’s  opposition  to  the  Isma'Ilis.  He  used  to 
attack  them  bitterly  in  public,  accusing  them  of  having  no  proofs  for  their  doctrines. 
One  day  one  of  their  agents,  posing  as  a  student,  found  Imam  Razi  alone  in  his 
library,  pulled  out  a  knife  and  pointed  it  to  his  chest  saying,  “This  is  our  proof,” 
Henceforth,  Imam  Fakhr  never  attacked  the  Isma'Ilis  in  public.  One  day  the  dis¬ 
ciples  asked  him  why  he  no  longer  spoke  against  this  group — the  group  which  he 
had  opposed  so  bitterly  before.  He  replied,  “Because  I  have  seen  their  proof.”  This 
story  appears  in  nearly  all  the  biographies  of  Imam  Fakhr  which  we  have  already 
mentioned  and  is  characteristic  of  his  wisdom  in  public  life. 
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in  a  manner  very  similar  to  the  Sufi  treatise  of  Suhrawardi,  Safir-i  Slmurgh .3I 
He  is  altogether  a  theologian  with  sympathies  towards  Sufism. 

What  is  difficult  for  us  to  discover  is  whether  Imam  Razi  was  a  practising 
Sufi  or  not.  Certainly  Sufism  is  not  so  evident  in  his  writings  as  in  Qhazali’s, 
and  his  life,  rich  in  worldly  fame  and  wealth,  had  none  of  the  ascetic  elements 
of  the  life  of  his  great  predecessor.  There  is  even  an  extant  letter  from  the 
master  of  gnosis,  the  Anadalusian  Sufi,  Shaikh  al-Akbar  Mufiyi  al-Din  ibn 
‘Arabi,  advising  Imam  Razi  to  leave  dialectic  and  discursive  thought  and  try 
to  reach  the  stage  of  gnosis  and  contemplation,  telling  him  that  in  heaven 
medicine  and  geometry  will  do  him  little  good.32  Moreover,  in  his  writings  as 
in  his  life.  Imam  Razi  displayed  an  aggressiveness  and  fighting  quality  hardly 
characteristic  of  the  lives  and  writings  of  the  Sufis. 

Yet,  despite  all  this  negative  evidence,  some  of  his  later  writings  do  show 
the  clear  influence  of  Sufism  upon  him,  and  it  may  be  that,  because  of  his 
social  position  even  after  joining  the  circle  of  the  Sufis,  he  to  a  large  extent 
hid  his  sympathies  and  affiliations  in  order  to  avoid  any  external  opposition. 
His  own  poems  and  his  great  love  for  the  blind  Arab  poet  abu  ‘Ala’  al-Ma‘arri, 
the  gnostic  who  often  appears  like  a  sceptic  to  the  uncritical  eye,  on  whose 
IHwan  he  is  said  to  have  commented,  point  to  the  fact  that  Imam  Razi  was 
not  an  ordinary  theologian  but  knew  that  there  is  another  form  of  knowledge, 
gnosis,  which  lies  above  all  rational  sciences  like  theology.  Whether  he  actually 
participated  in  this  knowledge  in  an  effective  way,  is  a  question  too  difficult 
to  answer  from  either  historical  evidence  or  internal  evidence  from  his  own 
writings.33 

There  is  a  poem  of  Imam  Razi  which  is  in  itself  almost  sufficient  evidence 
for  his  Sufism.  In  the  original  Arabic  it  is  so  beautiful  and  effective  that 
hardly  any  of  his  biographers  has  failed  to  mention  it.  Written  in  old  age  by 
a  man  who  was  the  leading  scholar  and  theologian  of  his  day  and  who  enjoyed 
all  the  comfort  and  glory  of  the  life  of  this  world,  it  is  a  vivid  reminder  that 
beyond  the  sphere  of  all  human  life  and  knowledge  there  is  another  reality 
which  man  must  seek  in  order  to  remain  faithful  to  his  own  intimate  nature. 
The  poem  begins  with  these  verses : 

“Our  souls  fear  our  bodies  as  if  they  want  to  separate  from  them. 

The  result  of  our  life  in  this  world  has  been  nothing  but  pain  to  others  and  sin. 


31  See  the  chapter  on  “  SihlAb  al-Din  Suhrawardi  Maqtul.” 

32  See  Fakhr  al-Din  Razi,  al-Risalat  al-Kamaliyah  fi  cd-Hcuja'iq  al-Ilahlyyah, 
Teheran  University  Press,  1335  Solar,  Introduction  by  Sayyid  Muhammad  Baqir 
Sabziwari,  p.  (kt). 

33  There  is  a  story  told  that  Imam  Razi  met  the  Sufi  Najm  al-Din  Kubra  in  a 
gathering  and  boasted  of  his  religious  knowledge  and  said  that  he  knew  a  hundred 
proofs  for  the  existence  of  God.  Najm  al-Din  answered,  “Is  not  each  proof  due  to 
some  doubt !  God  has  placed  in  the  heart  of  the  Sufi  a  light  of  certainty  which 
dispels  all  doubt,  so  that  ho  no  longer  has  need  of  proofs.”  Imam  Razi  hearing  this 
answer  surrendered  himself  to  the  Shaikh  and  was  initiated  into  Sufism. 
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For  all  the  discussions  and  debates  of  our  life 
We  have  derived  no  benefit  but  senseless  noise. 

How  often  have  we  seen  men  and  kingdoms 
All  perish  quickly  and  cease  to  exist ! 

How  was  their  glory  once  more  exalted  than  a  mountain, 

Yet,  men  perish  and  the  mountain  remains  the  same !” 

I 

THE  SIGNIFICANCE  AND  INFLUENCE  OF  IMAM  RAZI 

The  many-sided  genius  of  Imam  Razi,  to  which  the  previous  pages  bear 
partial  witness,  makes  him  one  of  the  most  colourful  figures  in  Islam.  Following 
the  example  of  Ghazali.  by  whom  he  was  profoundly  influenced  and  whose 
retreat  in  Tus  he  visited,  Razi  spent  a  life-time  in  combating  the  rationalistic 
aspect  of  Greek  philosophy.  Although  not  of  equal  stature  to  Ghazali  in  Sufism 
and  ethics,  he,  nevertheless,  exercised  as  much  influence,  especially  in  theology, 
as  did  his  more  famous  predecessor.  Possessed  of  a  special  gift  for  posing 
problems  and  for  analysing  philosophical  questions,  he  left  an  indelible  mark 
upon  all  later  Muslim  philosophers,  especially  upon  Khwajah  Nasir  al-Din 
Tusi,  his  pupil,  who  was  the  reviver  of  Muslim  philosophy  after  Imam  Razi, 
and  was  also  the  most  famous  of  Shi‘ah  theologians. 

Imam  Razi’s  role  in  Muslim  intellectual  life,  besides  establishing  the  school 
of  philosophical  Kaldm  begun  by  Ghazali.  was  to  intensify  the  attack  against 
Peripatetic  philosophy,  thereby  preparing  the  way  for  the  propagalion  of  the 
metaphysical  doctrines  of  the  Ishraqis  and  Sufis  who,  like  Imam  Razi,  opposed 
the  rationalism  inherent  in  Aristotelianism.  With  the  method  of  doubt  in 
which  he  was  the  greatest  master  in  Islam,  he  analysed  and  criticized  Peripate¬ 
tic  philosophy  in  a  way  hardly  ever  equalled  by  anyone  except  Ghazali.  Yet, 
he  was  a  theologian  also  interested  in  the  cosmological,  natural,  and  esoteric 
sciences.34  Imam  Razi  played  an  important  role  in  bringing  theology  closer  to 
the  sciences  and  even  to  Sufism,  with  which  he  flavoured  his  theological  works. 
In  the  centuries  when  the  Muslim  world  was  turning  away  from  Peripatetic 
rationalism  toward  modes  of  thought  more  akin  to  its  own  spirit,  Imam  Razi 
played  a  major  role  in  this  transformation.  He  remains  as  one  of  the  most 
arresting  figures  among  Muslim  theologians,  a  figure  the  power  of  whose 
thought  spread  over  the  whole  Muslim  world  at  the  very  moment  when  the 
Mongol  onslaught  was  putting  an  end  to  the  Caliphate,  to  the  survival  of 
which  his  work  was  to  a  large  extent  dedicated. 


34  It  is  of  great  interest  that  not  only  in  the  Muslim  ■world  but  also  in  medieval 
Christianity  and  in  China  many  of  those  who  preoccupied  themselves  with  the 
science  of  nature,  like  the  Taoists,  Ikhwan  al-Safa,  and  the  Franciscans,  were 
opposed  to  philosophical  rationalism  and  accepted  some  form  of  esoteric  and 
metaphysical  doctrine  based  on  intellectual  intuition  and  revelation. 
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Chapter  XXXIII 

POLITICAL  THOUGHT  IN  EARLY  ISLAM 

In  this  chapter  we  try  to  elucidate  the  political  thought  which  laid  the 
foundations  of  society  and  State  in  the  early  days  of  Islam,  and  the  changes 
that  crept  into  it  during  the  first  century  and  a  quarter  of  the  Hijrah. 

A 

PRINCIPLES  OF  ISLAMIC  POLITY 

Muslim  society  that  came  into  existence  with  the  advent  of  Islam  and  the 
State  that  it  formed  on  assumption  of  political  power  were  founded  on  certain 
clear-cut  principles.  Prominent  among  them  and  relevant  to  our  present 
discussion  were  the  following :  — 

1.  Sovereignty  belongs  to  God,  and  the  Islamic  State  is  in  fact  a  vicegerency, 
with  no  right  to  exercise  authority  except  in  subordination  to  and  in 
accordance  with  the  Law  revealed  by  God  to  His  Prophet.1 

1  Qur’an,  iv,  59,  105;  v,  44,  45,  47;  vii,  3;  xii,  40;  xxiv,  55;  xxxiii,  36. 
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2.  All  Muslims  have  equal  rights  in  the  State  regardless  of  race,  colour,  or 
speech.  No  individual,  group,  class,  clan,  or  people  is  entitled  to  any 
special  privileges,  nor  can  any  such  distinction  determine  anyone’s 
position  as  inferior.2 

3.  The  Shari1  ah  (i.e.,  the  Law  of  God  enunciated  in  the  Qur’an  and  the 
Sunnah,  the  authentic  practice  of  the  Prophet)  is  the  supreme  Law  and 
everyone  from  the  lowest  situated  person  to  the  Head  of  the  State  is  to 
be  governed  by  it.3 

4.  The  government,  its  authority,  and  possessions  are  a  trust  of  God  and 
the  Muslims,  and  ought  to  be  entrusted  to  the  God-fearing,  the  honest, 
and  the  just ;  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  exploit  them  in  ways  not  sanctioned 
by  or  abhorrent  to  the  SharVah .4 

5.  The  Head  of  the  State  (call  him  Caliph,  Imam  or  Amir)  should  be  appoint¬ 
ed  with  the  mutual  consultation  of  the  Muslims  and  their  concurrence. 
He  should  run  the  administration  and  undertake  legislative  work  within 
the  limits  prescribed  by  the  SharVah  in  consultation  with  them.5 

2  Tradition:  “Muslims  are  brothers  to  one  another.  None  of  them  has  any  pre¬ 
ference  over  another,  except  on  grounds  of  piety”  (Ibn  Kathir,  Tafsir  al-Qur'an 
al-'Azim ,  Matba‘ah  Mustafa  Muhammad,  Egypt,  1937,  iv,  p.  217). 

“O  men,  beware,  your  God  is  one.  An  Arab  has  no  preference  over  a  non-Arab, 
nor  a  non-Arab  over  an  Arab,  nor  a  white  over  a  black  nor  a  black  over  a  white, 
save  on  grounds  of  piety”  (Alusi,  Iiuh  al-Madni ,  Idarat  al-Taba‘at  al-Muniriyyah, 
Egypt,  1345/1926,  xxvi,  p.  148;  ibn  al-Qayyim,Zod  al-Ma'ad,  Matba  ah  Muhammad 
‘Ali  Sablh,  Egypt,  1935,  iv,  p.  31). 

“Whosoever  declares  that  there  is  no  god  but  God,  and  faces  our  qiblah  (direction 
of  prayer),  and  offers  prayer  as  we  offer,  and  eats  of  the  animal  we  slaughter,  is  a 
Muslim.  He  has  the  rights  of  a  Muslim,  and  the  duties  of  a  Muslim”  (Bukhari, 
Kitdb  al-Salah,  Ch.  xxviii). 

“A  Muslim’s  blood  is  like  another  Muslim’s  blood.  They  are  one  as  distinguished 
from  others;  and  an  ordinary  man  of  them  can  offer  dhimmah  (i.e.,  stand  surety) 
on  their  behalf”  (Abu  Dawud,  Kitdb  al-Diyat,  Ch.  xi;  Nasa’i,  Kitdb  al-Qasamah, 
Chs.  x-xiv). 

“A  Muslim  is  exempt  from  poll-tax”  (Abu  Dawud,  Kitdb  al-Imarah,  Ch.  xxxiv). 

3  Tradition:  “Nations  before  you  were  destroyed  because  they  punished  those 
among  them  of  low  status  according  to  law,  and  spared  the  high-ranking.  By  God, 
who  holds  my  life  in  His  hand,  if  Fa^imah,  daughter  of  Muhammad,  had  committed 
this  theft  I  would  have  chopped  off  her  hand”  (Bukhari.  Kitdb  al-Hudud,  Chs.  xi,  xii). 

Says  ‘Umar,  “I  myself  have  seen  the  Prophet  of  God  allowing  people  to  avenge 
themselves  on  him”  (Abu  Yusuf,  Kitdb  al-Khardi.  al-Ma(ba‘at  al-Salafiyyah, 
Egypt,  2nd  ed.  1352/1933,  p.  116;  Musnad,  abu  Dawud  al-Tayalisi,  Tr.  No.  55, 
Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1321/1903). 

4  Qur’an,  iv,  58. 

Tradition:  “Mind,  each  one  of  you  is  a  shepherd,  and  each  one  is  answerable  in 
respect  of  his  flock.  And  the  chief  leader  (i.e.,  the  Caliph)  is  answerable  in  respect 
of  his  subjects”  (Bukhari,  Kitdb  al-Ahkdm ,  Ch.  i;  Kitdb  al-Imarah,  Ch.  v). 

6  Qur’an,  xiii,  38. 

Tradition :  “  ‘Ali  reports  that  he  asked  the  Prophet  of  God  (on  him  be  peace), 
‘What  shall  we  do  if  we  are  faced  with  a  problem  after  you  die  about  which  there 
is  no  mention  in  the  Qur’an  nor  have  we  heard  anything  concerning  it  from  your 
lips?’  He  answered,  ‘Collect  those  of  my  people  (ummah)  that  serve  God 


657 


A  History  of  Muslim  Philosophy 


6.  The  Caliph  or  the  Amir  is  to  be  obeyed  ungrudgingly  in  whatever  is 
right  and  just  (ma'ruf),  but  no  one  has  the  right  to  command  obedience 
in  the  service  of  sin  (ma'siah).6 

7.  The  least  fitted  for  responsible  positions  in  general  and  for  the  Caliph’s 
position  in  particular  are  those  that  covet  and  seek  them.7 

8.  The  foremost  duty  of  the  Caliph  and  his  government  is  to  institute  the 
Islamic  order  of  life,  to  encourage  all  that  is  good,  and  to  suppress  all 
that  is  evil.8 

9.  It  is  the  right,  and  also  the  duty,  of  every  member  of  the  Muslim  com¬ 
munity  to  check  the  occurrence  of  things  that  are  wrong  and  abhorrent 
to  the  Islamic  State.0 

truthfully  and  place  the  matter  before  them  for  mutual  consultation.  Let  it  not  be 
decided  by  an  individual’s  opinion’”  (Alusi,  op.  c it.,  xxv,  p.  42). 

6  Tradition:  “It  is  incumbent  on  a  Muslim  to  listen  to  his  Amir  and  obey, 
whether  he  likes  it  or  not,  unless  he  is  asked  to  do  wrong;  when  he  is  asked  to  do 
wrong,  he  should  neither  listen  nor  obey”  (Bukhari.  Kitdb  al-Ahkam,  Ch.  iv;  Muslim, 
Kitdb  al-lmarah,  Ch.  viii;  abu  Diiwud,  Kitdb  al- Jihad,  Ch.  xcv;  Nasa’i,  Kitdb  al- 
Baiah,  Ch.  xxxiii;  ibn  Majah,  Abwab  al- Jihad,  Ch.  xl). 

“There  is  no  obedience  in  sin  against  God.  Obedience  is  only  in  the  right” 
(Muslim,  Kitdb  al-Imdrah,  Ch.  viii;  abu  Dawud,  Kitdb  al- Jihad,  Ch.  xcv;  Nasa’i, 
Kitdb  al-Bailah ,  Ch.  xxxiii). 

“Do  not  obey  those  of  your  rulers  that  command  you  to  disregard  the  order  of 
God”  (Ibn  Majah,  Abwab  al-Jihad,  Ch.  xl). 

7  Tradition:  “Verily,  we  do  not  entrust  a  post  in  this  government  of  ours  to 
anyone  who  seeks  or  covets  it”  (Bukhari.  Kitdb  al-Ahkam,  Ch.  vii). 

“The  most  untrustworthy  of  you  with  us  is  he  who  comes  forward  to  seek 
position  in  the  government”  (Abu  Dawud,  Kitdb  al-lmarah,  Ch.  ii). 

The  Prophet  of  God  said  to  abu  Bakr,  “O  abu  Bakr,  the  best  fitted  person  for 
the  government  is  he  who  does  not  covet  it,  not  he  who  jumps  at  it.  He  who  knows 
its  responsibility  and  tries  to  shun  it  deserves  it  most,  not  he  who  proudly  advances 
to  collect  it  for  himself.  It  is  for  him  to  whom  you  could  say,  ‘You  most  deserve  it,’ 
not  for  him  who  says  of  himself,  ‘I  am  most  deserving’  ”  (Al-Qalqa§handi,  Subh 
al-A'sha,  Dar  al-Kutub  al-Misriyyah,  Cairo,  1910,  i,  p.  240). 

8  Qur’an,  xxii,  41. 

*  Tradition:  “Whoever  of  you  sees  an  evil  thing,  let  him  undo  it  with  his  hand. 
If  he  cannot,  let  him  check  it  with  his  tongue.  If  he  cannot  do  even  this,  let  him 
despise  it  with  his  heart  and  wish  it  otherwise,  and  this  is  the  lowest  degree  of 
faith”  (Muslim,  Kitdb  al-Imdn,  Ch.  xx;  Tirmidhi,  Abwab  al-Fitan,  Ch.  xii;  abu 
Dawud,  Kitdb  al-Malahim,  Ch.  xvii;  ibn  Majah,  Abwab  al-Fitan ,  Ch.  xx). 

“Then  the  undeserving  will  take  their  place  who  will  say  what  they  will  not  do, 
and  will  do  what  they  are  not  asked  to  do.  Therefore,  he  who  strives  against  them 
with  his  hand  is  a  believer,  and  he  who  strives  against  them  with  his  tongue  is  a 
believer,  and  he  who  strives  against  them  with  his  heart  is  a  believer,  and  there  is 
no  degree  of  faith  below  this”  (Muslim,  Kitdb  al-Imdn ,  Ch.  xx). 

“The  best  of  jihad  (endeavour  towards  God)  is  to  say  the  right  thing  in  the  face 
of  a  tyrant”  (Abu  Dawud,  Kitdb  al-Malahim,  Ch.  xvii;  Tirmidhi,  Abwab  al-Fitan, 
Ch.  xii;  Nasa’i,  Kitdb  al-Baiah,  Ch.  xxxvi;  ibn  Majah,  Abwab  al-Fitan,  Ch.  xx). 

“When  people  see  a  tyrant  and  do  not  seize  his  hand,  it  is  not  far  that  God 
should  afflict  them  with  a  general  ruin”  (Abu  Dawud,  Kitdb  al-Malahim,  Ch.  xvii; 
Tirmidhi,  Abwdb  al-Fitan,  Ch.  xii). 

“Some  people  are  going  to  be  rulers  not  long  after  me.  He  who  supports  them  in 


658 


Political  Thought  in  Early  Islam 
B 

EARLY  CALIPHATE  AND  ITS  CHARACTERISTIC  FEATURES 

The  rule  of  the  early  Caliphs  that  followed  the  Prophet  was  founded  on 
the  foregoing  principles.  Each  member  of  the  community,  brought  up  under 
the  guidance  and  care  of  the  Prophet  of  God,  knew  what  kind  of  government 
answered  the  demands  and  reflected  the  true  spirit  of  Islam.  Although  the 
Prophet  had  bequeathed  no  decision  regarding  the  question  of  his  successor, 
the  members  of  the  community  were  in  no  doubt  that  Islam  demanded  a 
democratic  solution  of  the  issue.  Hence  no  one  laid  the  foundations  of  a  heredi¬ 
tary  government,  used  force  to  assume  power,  or  tried  to  have  himself  installed 
as  Caliph.  On  the  contrary,  the  people,  of  their  own  free-will,  elected  four  per¬ 
sons  one  after  another  to  this  august  office. 

Elective  Caliphate. — Abu  Bakr  was  proposed  Caliph  by  ‘Umar,  and  accepted 
by  the  inhabitants  of  Madinah  (who  for  all  practical  purposes  represented 
the  country)  of  their  free-will  and  accord,  and  they  swore  him  allegiance.  Abu 
Bakr,  nearing  his  end,  wrote  a  will  in  favour  of  ‘Umar:  then,  collecting  the 
people  in  the  mosque  of  Madinah,  he  addressed  them  thus:  “Do  you  agree  on 
him  whom  I  am  making  my  successor  among  you  ?  God  knows  I  have  racked  my 
brains  as  much  as  I  could,  and  I  have  not  proposed  a  relation  of  mine  to  succeed 
me,  but  ‘Umar,  the  son  of  Khattab.  Hence  listen  to  him  and  obey.”  Upon  this 
the  people  responded,  “Yes,  we  shall  listen  to  him  and  obey.”10 

In  the  last  year  of  ‘Umar’s  reign  a  man  declared  during  the  pilgrimage 
that  when  ‘Umar  died  he  would  swear  allegiance  to  so  and  so.  Abu  Bakr’s 
installation,  he  said,  had  also  been  so  sudden,  and  succeeded  well  enough.11 
When  ‘Umar  came  to  learn  of  it,  he  resolved  to  address  the  people  about  it 
and  “warn  them  against  those  who  designed  to  impose  themselves  upon  them.” 
Alluding  to  it  in  the  first  speech  he  made  on  reaching  Madinah,  he  gave  a 
lengthy  account  of  what  had  transpired  at  Banu  Sa'idah’s  Meeting  House  and 
explained  how  in  the  exceptional  circumstances  which  then  prevailed  he  had 
suddenly  risen  to  propose  abu  Bakr’s  name  and  offered  allegiance  to  him. 
“If  I  had  not  done  so,”  he  said,  “and  we  had  dispersed  that  night  without 
settling  the  issue,  there  was  a  great  danger  that  people  might  take  a  wrong 
decision  overnight ;  then  it  would  be  difficult  for  us  to  accept  it,  and  equally 
difficult  to  reject  it.”  “If  that  was  successful,”  he  continued,  “let  it  not  be 
made  a  precedent.  Who  among  you  is  there  to  match  with  abu  Bakr  in  stature 
and  popularity  ?  Now,  therefore,  whoever  will  swear  allegiance  to  another 

their  wrong  and  assists  in  their  tyranny  has  nothing  to  do  with  me,  nor  have  I 
anything  to  do  with  him”  (Nasa’i,  Kitctb  al-Bai'ah,  Chs.  xxxiv,  xxxv). 

10  Al-Tabari,  Tdrikk  al-Umam  w-cU-Muluk ,  al-Matba‘at  al-Istiqamah,  Cairo, 
1939,  Vol.  II,  p.  618. 

11  The  reference  was  to  the  abrupt  rising  of  ‘Umar  from  his  place  during  the 
meeting  at  Banu  Sa'idah’s  Meeting  House  when  he  proposed  abu  Bakr's  name 
as  the  Prophet’s  successor  and  extending  his  hand  to  him  offered  him  allegiance. 
There  had  been  no  long  deliberation  before  electing  abu  Bakr  to  be  Caliph. 
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without  consultation  with  other  Muslims,  he  and  the  one  whose  allegiance  is 
sworn,  shall  both  stand  to  die.”13 

When  ‘Umar  approached  his  end,  he  appointed  an  Elective  Council  to  decide 
the  issue  of  succession.  Elucidating  his  principle  enunciated  above,  he  asserted 
that  whoever  attempted  to  impose  himself  as  Amir  (ruler)  without  the  con¬ 
sultation  of  the  Muslims  deserved  to  die.  He  also  barred  his  son  from  election13 
lest  the  Caliph’s  office  should  become  a  hereditary  right,  and  constituted 
the  Elective  Council  to  comprise  those  six  persons  who  in  his  opinion  were 
the  most  influential  and  enjoyed  the  widest  popularity.  This  Council  in  the 
end  delegated  its  power  of  proposing  a  person  for  the  Caliph’s  office  to  one  of 
its  members,  ‘Abd  al-Rahman  bin  ‘Auf.  ‘Abd  al-Rahman  moved  among  the 
people  to  find  out  as  to  who  commanded  their  confidence  most  and  left  no 
stone  unturned  to  ascertain  the  people’s  verdict.  Even  the  pilgrim  parties 
returning  home  after  the  pilgrimage  were  consulted.  It  was  after  this 
“plebiscite”  that  he  concluded  that  the  majority  favoured  ‘Uthman.14 

When  ‘Uthman  was  killed,  a  few  people  tried  to  install  ‘Ali  as  Caliph.  But 
he  said,  “You  have  no  authority  to  do  so.  This  is  a  matter  for  the  Consultative 
Council  (ahl  al-shura)  and  those  that  fought  at  Badr  (alii  al-Badr).  Whomso¬ 
ever  the  Consultative  Council  and  the  people  of  Badr  will  choose  Caliph  will 
be  Caliph.  Therefore  we  shall  gather  and  deliberate.”16  In  al-Tabari’s  version, 
‘All’s  words  were:  “I  cannot  be  elected  secretly;  it  must  be  with  the  consulta¬ 
tion  of  the  Muslims.”16 

When  ‘Ali  lay  dying  it  was  asked  of  him,  “Shall  we  offer  allegiance  to  al- 
Hasan  (your  son)  ?”  He  replied,  “I  do  not  ask  or  forbid  you  to  do  so.  You  can 
see  for  yourself.”17  When  he  was  addressing  his  last  words  to  his  sons,  a  person 
interposed  saying,  “0  Commander  of  the  Faithful,  why  do  you  not  nominate 
your  successor  3”  His  reply  was,  “I  will  leave  the  faithful  in  the  condition 
in  which  the  Prophet  of  God  left  them.”18 

It  is  evident  from  these  facts  that  the  early  Caliphs  and  the  Companions 


13  Bukhari,  Kitab  al-Mtihdribin, Ch.xvi;  Ahmad,  Musnad,  3rd  ed.,  I  far  al-Ma‘arif, 
Egypt,  1949,  I,  Tr.  391.  According  to  this  version,  the  words  are  as  follows: 
“Whoever  swears  allegiance  to  an  Amir  without  the  consultation  of  Muslims 
offers  no  allegiance,  and  he  who  receives  allegiance  from  him  receives  no  allegiance.” 
In  another  version  the  following  words  are  reported:  “He  who  is  offered  allegiance 
without  consultation,  it  is  not  lawful  for  him  to  accept  it”  {Ibn  Hajar,  Fath  al- 
Bari,  al-Matba'at  al-Khairiyyah,  Cairo,  1325/1907,  Vol.  II,  p.  125). 

13  Al-Tabari,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  292;  ibn  al-Athir,  Idarat  a!-Taba‘at  al- 
Munirlyyah,  Egypt.  1356/1937,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  34,  35. 

14  Al-Tabari,  op.  cit..  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  295  96 ;  ibn  al-Athir,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  36-37. 
Also  ibn  Qutaibah,  al-Imamah  w-al-Siyasah,  Matba'at  al-Futuh,  Egypt.  1331/1912, 
Vol.  I,  p.  23. 

15  Ibn  Qutaibah,  op.  cit.,  p.  41. 

16  Al-Tabari,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  450. 

17  Ibid.,  Vol.  TV,  p.  112;  al-Mas‘udi,  Muruj  al-Dhahab ,  al-Matba‘at  al-Bahiyyah, 
Egypt,  1346/1927,  Vol.  II,  p.  42. 

18  Al-Mas‘udi,  op.  cit.,  p.  42. 
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of  the  Prophet  regarded  the  Caliph’s  office  as  an  elective  one,  to  be  filled 
with  mutual  consultation  and  consent  of  the  Muslim  community.  They  did  not 
regard  hereditary  succession  or  one  acquired  by  force  of  arms  as  anyt  hing  valid. 

Government  by  Consultation. — The  first  four  Caliphs  did  not  perform  their 
administrative  or  legislative  functions  without  consulting  “the  wise”  (ahl  al- 
ra’y,  lit.,  those  that  are  able  to  give  advice)  of  the  community.  They  also 
realized  that  those  consulted  had  the  right  to  give  their  candid  opinion  with¬ 
out  fear.  ‘Umar  expressed  the  official  policy  in  this  regard  in  his  inaugural 
speech  before  a  Consultative  Council  in  this  way:  “I  have  called  you  for 
nothing  but  that  you  may  share  with  me  the  burden  of  the  trust  that 
has  been  reposed  in  me  of  managing  your  affairs.  I  am  but  one  of  you,  and 
today  you  are  the  people  that  bear  witness  to  truth.  Whoever  of  you  wishes 
to  differ  with  me  is  free  to  do  so,  and  whoever  wishes  to  agree  is  free  to  do 
that.  I  will  not  compel  you  to  follow  my  desires.”19 

The  Exchequer — a  Trust. — The  treasury  ( Bait  al-Mdl )  was  to  them  a  trust 
from  God  and  the  public.  They  did  not  consider  it  permissible  to  receive  into 
it  or  expend  from  it  a  sum  which  the  Law  did  not  authorize.  To  use  it  for  the 
personal  ends  of  the  rulers  was,  according  to  them,  simply  unlawful.  ‘Umar 
in  a  speech  remarked :  “Nothing  is  lawful  for  me  in  this  trust  of  God  save  a 
pair  of  clothes  for  the  summer  and  a  pair  of  clothes  for  the  winter,  and  sub¬ 
sistence  enough  for  an  average  man  of  the  Quraish  for  my  family.  And  after 
that  I  am  just  one  of  the  Muslims.”20 

In  another  speech  he  said:  “I  do  not  regard  any  tiring  correct  in  respect  of 
this  trust  of  yours  but  three  things :  that  it  should  be  taken  by  right,  that  it 
should  be  expended  by  right,  and  that  it  should  be  withheld  from  wrong.  My 
position  regarding  this  property  of  yours  is  the  same  as  that  of  an  orphan’s 
guardian  with  the  orphan’s  property.  So  long  as  I  am  not  needy  I  will  take 
nothing  from  it.  When  I  am  needy  I  shall  take  as  it  befits  one  to  take  from 
an  orphan’s  property  under  his  care.”21 

When  ‘Ali  was  at  war  with  Mu'awiyah  he  was  exhorted  by  some  to  use  the 
treasury  to  win  adherents  against  him  who  was  drawing  large  numbers 
to  his  side  by  giving  sumptuous  rewards  and  gifts.  But  ‘Ali  declined  to  take 
that  counsel  saying,  “Do  you  want  me  to  win  success  by  unfair  means  ?”22 
His  brother  ‘Aqll  wished  to  be  helped  from  the  Bait  al-Mdl,  but  he  refused 
him,  saying,  “Do  you  wish  your  brother  to  give  you  the  money  of  the  people 
and  take  his  way  to  hell  ?”23 

Ideal  of  Government. — What  their  ideal  of  government  was,  what  they 
thought  of  themselves,  of  their  status  and  duties  as  rulers,  and  what  policy 

19  Abu  Yusuf,  op.  cit.,  p.  25. 

20  Ibn  Kathir,  al-Biddyah  w-al-Nihdyah,  Matba'at  al-Sa‘adah,  Egypt,  Vol.  VII, 
p.  134. 

21  Abu  Yusuf,  op.  cit.,  p.  117. 

22  Ibn  abi  al-Hadid,  Iffsarh  Nahj  al-Bataghah,  Dar  al-Kutub  al-‘Arabiyyah, 
Egypt,  1329/1911,  Vol.  I,  p.  i82. 

23  Ibn  Qutaibah,  op.  cit.,  p.  71. 
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they  followed — questions  like  these  and  others  were  answered  in  the  various 
speeches  addressed  by  them  from  the  Caliph’s  pulpit.  Abu  Bakr,  in  the  first 
speech  he  made  following  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him  in  the  Mosque  of 
Madinah,  said,  “I  have  been  made  a  ruler  over  you  though  I  am  not  the  best 
of  you.  Help  me  if  I  go  right,  correct  me  if  I  go  wrong.  Truth  is  faithfulness 
and  falsehood  is  treachery.  The  weak  one  among  you  will  be  strong  with  me 
till  I  have  got  him  his  due,  if  God  so  wills;  and  the  strong  one  among  you 
will  be  weak  with  me  till  I  have  made  him  pay  what  he  owes,  if  God  so  wills. 
Beware,  when  a  nation  gives  up  its  endeavours  in  the  way  of  God,  He  makes 
no  exception  but  brings  it  low,  and  when  it  allows  evil  to  prevail  in  it,  un¬ 
doubtedly  He  makes  it  miserable.  Obey  me  as  long  as  I  obey  God  and  the 
Prophet  ;  if  I  do  not  obey  them,  you  owe  me  no  obedience.”24 

And  ’Umar  in  a  speech  said,  “No  ruler  holds  so  high  a  position  as  to  have 
the  right  to  command  obedience  in  defiance  of  God.  0  people,  you  have  rights 
on  me  which  I  shall  relate  before  you,  and  you  may  take  me  to  task  over 
them.  I  owe  you  this  that  I  do  not  receive  anything  from  your  revenues  or 
the  fai'  (lands  or  possessions  that  accrue  to  Muslims  in  consequence  of  their 
collective  dominance,  not  as  booty  in  war)  given  to  us  by  God  except  in 
accordance  with  the  Law,  and  that  nothing  that  accrues  to  us  in  these  ways 
should  go  from  the  treasury  but  rightfully.”25 

Al-Tabari  quotes  ‘Umar  giving  instructions  to  all  persons  whom  he  sent 
out  as  governors  in  this  wise :  “I  have  appointed  you  governor  over  the  followers 
of  Muhammad  (on  whom  be  peace)  not  to  make  you  masters  of  their  persons 
and  properties  but  to  enable  you  to  lead  them  to  establish  prayer,  dispose  of 
their  affairs  with  justice,  and  dispense  their  rights  among  them  with  equity.”2* 
‘Umar  once  declared  in  public;  “I  have  not  sent  my  governors  that  they  may 
whip  you  and  snatch  your  property,  but  that  they  may  instruct  you  in  your 
faith  and  the  way  of  your  Prophet.  If  there  be  any  who  has  been  treated 
otherwise,  let  him  bring  me  his  complaint.  By  God,  I  will  see  that  his  wrong  is 
avenged.”  Upon  this  ‘Ann  bin  'As,  Governor  of  Egypt,  stood  up  and  asked, 
“What,  when  a  man  is  appointed  ruler  and  he  chastizes  someone,  will  you  take 
revenge  on  him  ?”  ‘Umar  replied,  “Yes,  by  God,  I  will  take  revenge  on  him.  I 
have  seen  the  Prophet  of  God  himself  allowing  people  to  take  revenge  on  him.”27 

On  another  occasion  ‘Umar  collected  all  his  governors  at  the  annual  pil¬ 
grimage  and  announced  in  a  general  congregation  of  people  that  if  there  was 
a  person  who  had  a  charge  of  injustice  against  anyone  of  them,  he  should  come 
forward  to  make  his  complaint.  One  person  rose  from  the  multitude  and  com¬ 
plained  that  he  had  been  undeservedly  given  a  hundred  stripes  by  ‘Amr  bin  ‘As. 


24  Al-Tabari,  op.  oil.,  Vol.  II,  p.  450;  ibn  Hishaiu.  al-Sirat  al-Nabawiyyah, 
Mafba'ah  Mustafa  al-Babi,  Egypt,  1936,  Vol.  IV,  p.  311. 

25  Abu  Yusuf,  op.  cit .,  p.  117. 

24  Al-Tabari,  op.  cit.,  p.  273. 

27  Abu  Yusuf,  op.  cit.,  p.  115;  Musnad,  abu  Dawud  al-Tayalisi,  Tr,  No.  55;  ibn 
al-Athir,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  30;  al-Tabari,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  273. 
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‘Umar  asked  him  to  come  forward  and  square  the  account  with  him.  ‘Amr 
bin  ‘As  protested,  beseeching  ‘Umar  not  to  expose  his  governors  to  this  humilia¬ 
tion,  but  ‘Umar  reiterated  that  he  had  seen  the  Prophet  of  God  himself  allowing 
men  to  avenge  themselves  upon  him,  and  asked  the  aggrieved  man  to  step 
forward  and  take  his  revenge.  ‘Amr  bin  ‘As  saved  his  skin  only  by  appeasing 
the  man  with  a  pair  of  crowns  for  each  stripe  that  was  to  fall  on  his  back.28 

Rule  of  Law. — The  “Right-going”  Caliphs  did  not  regard  themselves  above 
law.  On  the  other  hand,  they  declared  that  they  stood  at  par  with  any  other 
citizen  (Muslim  or  non-Muslim)  in  this  respect.  They  appointed  judges,  but 
once  a  person  was  appointed  a  judge  he  was  free  to  pronounce  judgment 
against  them  as  against  anybody  else.  Once  Umar  and  Ubayy  bin  Ka‘b 
differed  in  a  matter,  and  the  dispute  was  referred  to  Zaid  bin  Thabit  for 
decision.  The  parties  appeared  before  Zaid.  Zaid  rose  and  offered  ‘Umar  his 
own  seat,  but  ‘Umar  sat  by  Ubayy.  Then  Ubayy  preferred  his  claim  which 
‘Umar  denied.  According  to  the  procedure,  Zaid  should  have  asked  ‘Umar  to 
swear  an  oath  but  Zaid  hesitated  in  asking  for  it.  ‘Umar  himself  swore  an 
oath,  and  at  the  conclusion  of  the  session  remarked  that  Zaid  was  unfit  to  be  a 
judge  so  long  as  ‘Umar  and  an  ordinary  man  did  not  stand  equal  in  his  eyes.29 

The  same  happened  between  ‘Ali  and  a  Christian  whom  he  saw  selling  his 
(‘All’s)  lost  coat-of-mail  in  the  market  of  Kufah.  He  did  not  seize  it  from  the 
fellow  with  a  ruler’s  might,  but  brought  the  case  before  the  magistrate  con¬ 
cerned;  and  as  he  could  not  produce  adequate  evidence  to  support  his  claim, 
the  decision  of  the  court  went  against  him.39  Ibn  Khallikan  reports  that  once 
‘Ali  and  a  non-Muslim  citizen  (dhimmi)  appeared  as  parties  in  a  case  before 
the  Judge  Shura ih.  The  judge  rose  to  greet  ‘Ali  who  was  Head  of  the  State 
at  that  time.  Seeing  this  ‘Ali  said  to  Shuraih,  “This  is  your  first  injustice.”31 

Absence  of  Bias. — Another  distinctive  feature  of  the  early  days  of  Islam 
was  that  everybody  received  an  equal  and  fair  treatment  exactly  in  accordance 
with  the  principles  and  the  spirit  of  Islam,  the  society  of  those  days  being 
free  from  all  kinds  of  tribal,  racial,  or  parochial  prejudices.  As  the  Prophet 
of  God  passed  away,  the  tribal  jealousies  of  the  Arabs  rose  again  like  a  held- 
up  storm.  Tribal  prejudice  formed  the  main  impulse  behind  the  claims  to 
prophethood  and  large-scale  apostasy  that  immediately  followed  the  Prophet’s 
demise.  One  of  Musailimah’s  followers  said,  “I  know  Musailimah  is  a  false 
prophet.  But  a  false  one  of  the  (tribe  of)  Rabi’ah  is  better  than  the  true  one  of 
the  (tribe  of)  Mudar.”32  An  elder  of  the  Banu  Ghatafan.  similarly  taking  sides 
with  another  false  prophet,  Tulaihah,  said,  “By  God,  it  is  easier  for  me  to  follow 
a  prophet  of  one  of  our  allied  tribes  than  one  from  the  tribe  of  Quraish.”33 

38  Abu  Yusuf,  op.  c it.,  p.  116. 

88  Baihaqi,  cd-Sunan  al-Kubra.  Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1st  ed.,  1355/1936, 
Vol.  I.  p.  136. 

39  Ibid. 

31  Wajay&t  cd-A'yan,  Maktabat  al-Nahdat  al-Misriyyah, Cairo,  1948,  Vol. II,  p.  168. 

32  Al-Tabari,  op.  c it.,  Vol.  II,  p.  508. 

33  Ibid.,  p.  487. 
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But  when  the  people  saw  that  abu  Bakr  (r.  11-13/632-634),  and  in  his 
wake  ‘Umar  (r.  13-23/634-644),  dispensed  exemplary,  even-handed  justice 
not  only  among  the  various  Arab  tribes  but  even  among  the  non-Arabs  and 
non-Muslims,  and  that  they  did  not  show  any  favour  or  even  preference  to 
their  own  nearest  kith  and  kin,  the  old  biases  were  instantly  repressed  and 
Muslims  were  once  more  inspired  with  that  cosmopolitan  outlook  which  Islam 
sought  to  inculcate  in  them.  Abu  Bakr  and  ‘Umar’s  attitude  in  this  respect 
was  most  exemplary. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  reign  ‘Umar  became  apprehensive  lest  these  tribal 
currents  which,  despite  the  revolutionizing  influence  of  Islam,  had  not  suc¬ 
cumbed  altogether,  should  shoot  up  again  and  cause  disruption  after  him.  So, 
on  one  occasion  talking  to  ‘Abd  Allah  bin  ‘Abbas  regarding  his  possible  suc¬ 
cessors,  he  said  about  ‘Uthman,  “If  I  propose  him  my  successor  I  fear  he 
would  suffer  the  sons  of  abu  Mu'ait  (the  Umayyads)  to  ride  on  the  necks  of 
people,  and  they  will  practise  sin  among  them.  God  knows,  if  I  do  so,  ‘Uthman 
wil  1  do  this;  and  if  ‘Uthman  does  this,  they  will  surely  commit  sins,  and  people 
will  rise  against  ‘Uthman  and  make  short  work  of  him.”34 

This  apprehension  clung  to  him  even  in  the  horn’  of  his  death.  Summoning 
‘Ali,  ‘Uthman,  and  Sa‘d  bin  abi  Waqqas  to  his  bedside,  he  said  to  each  one, 
“If  you  succeed  me  as  Caliph,  do  not  allow  the  members  of  your  clans  to  ride 
the  necks  of  people.”38  Besides  that,  among  the  instructions  which  he  left  for 
the  Elective  Council  of  Six,  on  which  devolved  the  task  of  electing  the  new 
Caliph,  was  this  that  the  new  incumbent  was  to  be  asked  to  give  a  pledge 
that  he  would  not  show  discrimination  in  favour  of  his  own  clan.38  Unluckily, 
however,  the  third  Caliph,  ‘Uibman  (r.  23-35/644-656)  failed  to  keep  up  the 
standard  set  by  his  predecessors  and  inclined  towards  favouring  the  Umayyads. 
This  was  regarded  by  him  as  “good  office  to  the  kindred.”  Thus,  he  used  to 
say,  “‘Umar  deprived  his  kin  for  the  sake  of  God,  but  I  provide  for  my  kin 
for  His  sake.”37  The  result  was  what  ‘Umar  had  apprehended.  There  was  a 
rising  against  him,  which  led  to  his  murder  and  rekindled  the  sleeping  embers 
of  tribal  bias  into  a  fire  that  consumed  the  whole  edifice  of  the  “Right-going” 
Caliphate. 

After  the  death  of  ‘Uthman,  ‘Ali  (r.  35-41/656-661)  tried  to  recapture  the 
standard  set  by  abu  Bakr  and  ‘Umar.  He  had  no  bias  in  him  and  showed 
himself  remarkably  free  from  it.  Mu'awiyah’s  father,  abu  Sufyan,  had  taken 
note  of  it  when  he  had  tried  to  excite  this  passion  in  him  on  abu  Bakr’s  acces¬ 
sion.  He  had  asked  him,  “How  could  a  man  of  the  humblest  family  in  Quraish 
become  Caliph  ?  If  you  prepare  to  rise,  I  will  undertake  to  fill  this  valley  with 
horsemen  and  soldiers.”  But  ‘Ali  had  coldly  retorted  that  this  spoke  for  his 
enmity  to  Islam  and  the  Muslims,  and  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he  regarded 

31  Ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  al-lsti'ab,  Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  2nd  ed.,  Vol.  II,  p.  467. 

35  Al-Tabari,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  264. 

30  Ibn  Qutaibah,  op.  cit .,  Vol.  I,  p.  25. 

31  Al-Tabari,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  291. 


664 


Political  Thought  in  Early  Islam 


abu  Baler  truly  fit  for  that  office.38  Therefore  when  he  came  to  be  Caliph  he 
treated  the  Arabs  and  non-Arabs,  gentlemen  and  poor-born,  Hashimites  and 
others,  all  alike.  No  distinction  was  made  between  them,  and  none  received 
preference  over  the  others  undeservedly.39 

C 

THEOLOGICAL  DIFFERENCES  AND  SCHISMS 

The  period  of  the  “Right-going”  Caliphate,  described  above,  was  a  luminous 
tower  towards  which  the  learned  and  the  pious  of  all  succeeding  ages  have 
been  looking  back  as  symbolic  of  the  religious,  moral,  political,  and  social 
orders  of  Islam  par  excellence.  Abu  Hanifah,  employed  at  elucidating  the 
Islamic  ideals  in  the  fields  of  politics  and  law,  as  we  shall  presently  see,  also 
reverted  to  it  as  the  ideal  epoch  to  take  instance  from.  We  have,  therefore, 
devoted  a  good  deal  of  space  to  it,  that  the  reader  may  be  able  to  comprehend 
his  work  in  the  true  background. 

But  before  attending  to  his  work  we  have  also  to  take  a  brief  view  of  the 
reactionary  movement  that  had  set  in  towards  the  end  of  the  “Right-going” 
Caliphate  and  reached  its  height  by  the  time  abu  Hanifah  appeared  on  the 
scene.  As  his  efforts  were  mainly  devoted  to  countering  this  reaction,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  stock  of  it  and  the  problems  that  sprang  from  it,  to  be  able 
to  grasp  the  true  significance  of  his  work. 

Differences  among  Muslims  had  sprung  up  during  the  last  years  of  ‘Uthman’s 
reign,  leading  to  his  murder,  but  they  had  not  yet  assumed  theological  or 
philosophical  shape.  When  after  his  death  in  the  reign  of  ‘Ali  these  differences 
raged  more  furiously  than  ever  and  led  to  a  civil  war  resulting  in  bloodshed, 
as  in  the  battle  of  the  Camel  (36/656),  the  battle  of  Siffin  (37/657),  the  “arbitra¬ 
tion”  (38/659),  and  the  battle  of  Nahrawan  (38/659),  questions  like  “Who  is 
in  the  right  in  these  battles,  and  how  ?”,  “Who  is  in  the  wrong  and  why  1”, 
“If  some  regard  both  sides  as  wrong,  what  is  their  ground  for  holding 
this  naturally  cropped  up  and  demanded  to  be  answered.  These  questions 
led  to  the  framing  of  certain  opinions  and  justifications  that  were  essentially 
political  in  the  beginning,  but  as  each  group  sought  to  strengthen  its 
position  by  calling  theological  support  in  aid  of  its  particular  stand,  these 
political  factions  gradually  changed  into  religious  groups.  Then,  the  bloodshed 
which  accompanied  these  factional  feuds  in  the  beginning  and  continued 
during  the  rules  of  the  Umayyads  and  the  ‘Abbasids,  did  not  allow  these  differ¬ 
ences  to  remain  only  theological ;  they  went  on  growing  ever  more  acute  and 
menacing  till  they  threatened  the  national  unity  of  the  Muslims.  Every  house 
was  a  place  of  controversy,  every  controversy  suggesting  ever-new  political, 
theological,  and  philosophical  offshoots.  Every  new  question  that  cropped  up 


38  Ibid.,  Vol.  II,  p.  449;  ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  op.  cit .,  p.  689. 

39  Ibn  abi  al-Hadid,  op.  cit.,  pp.  180,  182. 
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gave  birth  to  a  number  of  new  sects  which  subdivided  themselves  into  further 
sects  over  minute  internal  differences.  These  sects  were  not  content  to  fill 
themselves  with  bias  against  one  another;  their  polemics  often  ended  up  in 
quarrels  and  riots.  Kufah,  the  capital  of  ‘Iraq,  where  abu  Hanifah  was  born, 
was  the  chief  centre  of  these  quarrels.  The  battles  of  the  Camel,  Siffin,  and 
Nahrawan  had  all  been  fought  in  ‘Iraq.  The  heart-rending  murder  of  Husain 
(61/680),  the  Prophet’s  grandson,  had  also  taken  place  here.  It  was  the  birth¬ 
place  of  most  of  these  sects  and  the  field  where  both  the  Umayyads  and  the 
‘Abbasids  used  the  maximum  of  coercion  to  repress  their  opponents.  The  time 
of  abu  Hanifah’s  birth  (80/699)  and  growth  coincided  with  these  factional 
hostilities  at  their  height. 

The  large  number  of  sub-sects  that  grew  out  of  these  factions  had  their 
roots  in  four  main  sects:  the  Shi'ah,  the  Khawarij,  the  Murji’ah,  and  the 
Mu‘tazilah.  We  shall  give  here  a  brief  account  of  the  doctrines  of  each  of  them 
before  proceeding  further. 

The  ShV ah. — They  were  the  supporters  of  ‘Ali  and  called  themselves  the 
Sbi'ahs  (party)  of  ‘Ali.  Later  (the  word  ‘Ali  was  dropped  and)  they  began  to 
be  called  only  ShPahs. 

Although  a  section  of  the  people  of  Banu  Hashim  and  a  few  others  regarded 
‘Ali  as  the  best  suited  person  to  have  succeeded  the  Prophet,  and  some 
regarded  him  superior  to  the  other  Companions,  particularly  to  ‘Uthman, 
and  others  considered  him  to  be  more  entitled  for  the  Caliphate  because  of  his 
relationship  with  the  Prophet,  yet  up  to  the  time  of  ‘Uthman  these  opinions 
had  not  assumed  the  form  of  a  creed  or  religious  belief.  Nor  were  the  people 
who  held  these  opinions  hostile  to  the  first  three  Caliphs.  On  the  other  hand, 
they  acknowledged  and  supported  their  succession.  As  a  separate  party  with 
clear-cut  views  on  these  matters,  they  emerged  in  ‘All’s  reign  during  the 
battles  of  the  Camel,  Siffin,  and  Nahrawan.  Later,  the  cold-blooded  slaughter 
of  Husain  rallied  them,  fired  them  with  a  new  wrath,  and  shaped  their  views 
into  a  separate  creed.  The  indignation  provoked  among  the  general  Muslim 
populace  by  the  vile  deeds  of  the  Umayyads  and  the  sympathy  excited  in 
their  breasts  for  the  descendants  of  ‘Ali  on  account  of  their  constant  per¬ 
secution  in  both  the  Umayyad  and  the  ‘Abbasid  regimes,  lent  extraordinary 
support  to  Shl'ite  propaganda.  They  had  their  stronghold  at  Kufah.  Their 
beliefs  were  as  follows :  — 

1.  The  Imam’s  office  (particular  Shl'ite  term  for  Caliph’s  office)  is  not  a 
public  office  the  institution  of  which  may  have  been  left  to  the  choice 
of  the  public  (ummah).  The  Imam  is  a  pillar  of  the  faith  and  the  founda- 
tionstone  of  Islam.  Therefore,  it  is  one  of  the  main  duties  of  the 
Prophet  to  institute  somebody  as  Imam  instead  of  leaving  the  matter  to 
the  discretion  of  the  community.40 


40  Ibn  Khaldun.  Muqaddimah,  Matba'ah  Mustafa  Muhammad,  Egypt,  p.  196; 
al-  Shahrastani,  Kitab  al-Milal  w-al-Nihal,  London,  Vol.  I,  pp.  108,  109. 


666 


Political  Thought  in  Early  Islam 


2.  The  Imam  is  impeccable,  i.e.,  free  from  all  sins,  great  or  small.  He  is 
immune  from  error.  Everything  that  he  says  or  does  is  inviolate.41 

3.  The  Prophet  had  conferred  the  Imamate  on  ‘Ali  and  nominated  him  as 
his  successor.  Thus  ‘Ali  was  the  first  Imam  by  ordinance.42 

4.  As  the  appointment  of  the  Imam  is  not  left  to  be  made  by  public  choice, 
every  new  Imam  will  be  appointed  by  an  ordinance  from  his  predecessor.43 

5.  All  the  ShTah  sects  are  also  agreed  that  the  Imam’s  office  is  the  exclusive 
right  of  the  descendants  of  ‘Ali.44 

Beyond  this  general  agreement,  however,  the  various  Shi'ah  sects  differed 
among  themselves.  The  moderate  among  them  held  that  ‘Ali  was  the  best 
created  man.  lie  who  fought  or  bore  malice  against  him  was  an  enemy  of  God 
to  be  raised  among  infidels  and  hypocrites,  and  destined  to  live  in  hell.  “If 
‘Ali  had  refused  to  recognize  their  Caliphate  as  legitimate  and  expressed 
displeasure  with  them,  abu  Bakr,  ‘Umar,  and  ‘Uthman  who  preceded  him 
as  Caliphs  would  also  have  deserved  that  doom;  but  as  ‘Ali  recognized  them 
and  swore  them  allegiance  and  offered  prayers  behind  them,  we  cannot  take 
exception  to  what  he  took  as  right.  We  do  not  differentiate  between  ‘Ali  and 
the  Prophet  except  that  the  latter  was  endowed  with  prophethood;  for  the 
rest  ‘Ali  was  worthy  of  the  same  esteem  as  the  Prophet.”45 

The  fanatical  among  them  held  that  the  Caliphs  before  ‘Ali  were  usurpers 
and  those  who  elected  them  were  ill-guided  and  unjust,  as  they  belied  the 
Prophet’s  will  and  deprived  the  rightful  Caliph  of  his  due.  Some  went  further 
and  pronounced  anathema  against  the  first  three  Caliphs  and  declared  them 
and  their  electors  excommunicated. 

The  softest  of  them  were  the  Zaidiyyah,  followers  of  Zaid  (d.  122/740) 
son  of  ‘Ali,  son  of  Husain.  They  regarded  ‘Ali  as  superior  to  others,  but  allowed 
the  choice  of  those  who  were  inferior  to  him.  Moreover,  they  held  that  the 
Prophet’s  decision  in  favour  of  ‘Ali  was  not  unequivocal ;  hence  they  accepted 
the  Caliphate  of  abu  Bakr  and  ‘Umar.  All  the  same,  they  preferred  the 
choice  of  an  able  person  from  among  the  descendants  of  Fatimah  (the 
Prophet’s  daughter)  as  Imam,  provided  he  claimed  that  position  and  challenged 
the  title  of  “the  kings”  to  it.4*  Abu  Hanlfah  was  closely  connected  with  Zaid, 
as  we  shall  see  in  the  course  of  this  chapter,  although  he  did  not  contribute 
to  the  Zaidite  doctrine. 

The  Khawarij. — In  direct  opposition  to  the  Shi'ahs  the  Khawarii  stood  at 
the  other  extreme.  They  suddenly  grouped  together  during  the  battle  of  Siffin. 


41  Ibn  Khaldun,  op.  oil.,  p.  196;  al-Shahrastfini,  op.  oil.,  p.  109. 

42  Al- Shahrastani.  op.  oil.,  p.  108;  ibn  Khaldun,  op,  oil.,  pp.  196-97. 

43  Ibn  Khaldun,  op.  cit .,  p.  197;  al-Agh‘ari,  Maqalat  al-Ielamiyyin,  Maktabat 
al-Nahdat  al-Mi§riyyah,  Cairo,  1st  ed.,  p.  87;  al- Shahrastani,  op.  cit.,  p.  109. 

44  Al- Shahrastani,  op.  cit.,  p.  108. 

46  Ibn  abi  al  -  Undid.  op.  cit.,  Vol.  TV,  p.  620. 

44  Al-Aah‘ari,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  I,  p.  129;  ibn  Khaldun,  op.  cit.,  pp.  197-98;  al- 
Shahrastani,  op.  cit.,  pp.  115-17. 


667 


A  History  of  Muslim  Philosophy 


Till  then  they  were  among  the  staunch  supporters  of  ‘Ali,  but  when, 
during  that  engagement,  he  consented  to  submit  his  quarrel  with  Mu'awiyah 
to  the  decision  of  two  arbiters,  they  abandoned  him  asserting  that  he  had 
turned  infidel  by  accepting  to  submit  to  the  verdict  of  human  arbiters  instead 
of  God.  After  that  they  drifted  farther  and  farther  away  and  being  fanatical 
hot-heads,  who  believed  in  waging  war  against  those  who  differed  from  them 
and  against  “unjust  government”  wherever  one  was  found,  they  indulged  in 
war  and  bloodshed  for  a  long  time  till  their  power  was  finally  crushed  under 
the  ‘Abbasid  rule.  They,  too,  were  most  influential  in  ‘Iraq,  their  camps  being 
mainly  centred  in  al-Bata’ilj  between  Kufah  and  Basrah.  Their  beliefs  briefly 
were  as  follows : 

1.  They  acknowledged  abu  Bakr  and  ‘Umar  as  Rightful  Caliphs  but  ‘Uth- 
man,  in  their  opinion,  had,  towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  erred  from  the  path 
of  justice  and  right  conduct  and  hence  deserved  to  be  deposed  or  killed.  ‘Ali 
also  committed,  according  to  them,  a  major  sin  when  he  accepted  the  “arbitra¬ 
tion”  of  “one  besides  God.”  The  two  arbiters  (Amr  bin  ‘As  and  abu  Musa  al- 
Ash'ari),  their  choosers  (‘Ali  and  Mu‘awiyah),  and  all  those  who  agreed  to 
arbitration  were  sinners.  All  those  who  participated  in  the  battle  of  the  Camel 
including  Talhah,  Zubair,  and  ‘A’ishah,  the  Prophet’s  wife,  had  been  guilty 
of  grievous  sin. 

2.  Sin,  with  theKhawarij,  was  synonymous  with  infidelity.  Anyone  who 
committed  a  major  sin  (and  did  not  repent  and  revert)  was  placed  outside 
the  pale  of  Islam.  All  the  personages  mentioned  above  were  declared  infidels. 
Anathema  was  pronounced  against  them,  and  they  were  considered  fit  to  be 
censured.  The  Muslims  in  general  were  pronounced  infidels,  first,  because  they 
were  not  free  from  sins,  and,  secondly,  because  they  not  only  regarded  these 
persons  as  Muslims  but  also  acknowledged  them  as  reliable  guides,  and 
deduced  and  verified  the  law  from  traditions  reported  by  them. 

3.  The  Caliph,  according  to  them,  should  be  elected  by  the  free  vote  of  the 
Muslims. 

4.  The  Caliph  need  not  be  a  member  of  the  tribe  of  Quraish.  Whomsoever 
they  elected  from  amongst  the  honest  Muslims  would  be  a  rightful  Caliph. 

5.  A  Caliph  was  to  be  obeyed  faithfully  as  long  as  he  acted  rightly  and 
justly;  but  if  he  forsook  the  path  of  right  and  justice,  he  was  to  be  fought 
against  and  deposed  or  assassinated. 

6.  The  Qur’an  was  recognized  as  the  authoritative  source  of  Law  but  their 
views  on  Hadith  (the  Prophet’s  Tradition)  and  ijma'  (the  agreement  of  Mus¬ 
lims  in  respect  of  a  rule  of  Law)  were  different  from  those  of  the  majority. 

A  large  group  of  them,  which  called  itself  al-Najdiyyah,  did  not  believe  in 
the  very  need  of  a  State.  The  Muslims,  they  said,  should  of  themselves  abide 
by  the  right.  However,  if  they  needed  a  Caliph  to  direct  their  affairs,  there 
was  no  harm  in  choosing  one. 

Their  major  section,  the  Azariqah,  dubbed  all  Muslims,  excepting  them¬ 
selves,  polytheists.  The  Khawarij ,  according  to  them,  could  not  go  for  prayer 
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in  response  to  any  but  a  Kharijite’s  call.  They  could  neither  take  the  meat  of 
an  animal  slaughtered  by  non-Kharijites.  nor  marry  among  them,  nor  could  a 
Kharijite  and  a  non-Khariiite  inherit  each  other’s  possessions.  They  considered 
war  oil  all  other  Muslims  to  be  a  religious  duty  and  sanctioned  the  killing  of 
their  women  and  children  and  the  looting  of  their  property.  They  declared 
those  of  their  own  sect  as  infidels  if  they  shirked  this  duty.  They  allowed 
treachery  with  their  opponents  and  were  so  malicious  that  a  non-Muslim 
would  find  himself  safer  in  their  midst  than  an  average  Muslim. 

The  most  tolerant  of  them  were  the  Ibadiyyah  who  refrained  from  declaring 
the  other  Muslims  as  polytheists  although  they  put  them  outside  the  pale  of 
Islam  and  described  them  as  unbelievers.  Their  evidence,  the  Ibadiyyah  said, 
was  to  be  accepted,  marriages  with  them  and  inheritance  to  and  from  them 
allowed.  Their  territi  try  too  was  not  to  be  called  ddr  al-lcufr  (the  land  of  the 
infidels)  or  ddr  al-harb  (the  land  of  the  people  at  war)  but  ddr  al-tauhid  (the 
land  of  the  people  of  one  God)  although  they  excepted  the  centres  of  their 
government  from  it.  They  disallowed  secret  assaults  on  other  Muslims,  although 
open  warfare  with  them  was  not  repugnant.47 

The  Murji’ah. — The  conflicting  principles  of  the  Shi'ahs  and  the  Khawarij 
were  responsible  for  the  birth  of  another  sect,  called  the  Murji’ah. 

Apart  from  the  people  who  had  flung  themselves  violently  in  support  of 
‘Ali  or  against  him  during  his  wars,  there  was  a  section  which  had  remained 
neutral  either  wisely  avoiding  to  indulge  in  civil  war  which  they  deemed  a  curse 
or  being  unable  to  decide  which  side  fought  for  the  truth.  These  people  quite 
realized  that  it  was  a  veritable  curse  for  Muslims  to  indulge  in  bloodshed  and 
mutual  slaughter,  but  they  were  not  prepared  to  blaspheme  any  of  the  belli¬ 
gerents,  and  left  it  to  God  to  decide  the  affair  between  them.  He  alone  would 
tell,  on  the  Day  of  Judgment,  which  of  them  struggled  for  the  right  cause  and 
which  for  the  wrong.  So  far  their  ideas  agreed  with  those  of  the  Muslims 
in  general,  but  when  the  Shi'ahs  and  the  Khawarij  raised  questions  as  to  what 
was  faith  and  what  constituted  infidelity  ushering  in  an  era  of  doctrinal 
wrangling  and  polemical  contests,  this  neutral  group  evolved  some  theological 
doctrines  in  support  of  its  position.  Briefly  stated  they  were  as  follows : 

1.  Faith  comprises  belief  in  God  and  the  Prophet.  One’s  action  does  not 
form  an  integral  part  of  one’s  faith.  Hence  a  believer  will  remain  a  believer 
though  he  should  eschew  his  duties  or  commit  grave  sins. 

2.  Salvation  depends  on  faith  alone.  No  sin  will  hurt  one  who  has  faith. 
It  is  enough  for  a  man’s  redemption  that  he  should  abstain  from  polytheism 
and  die  as  a  monotheist.48 

Some  of  the  Murji’ah,  taking  a  step  further,  affirmed  that  short  of 


41  ‘Abd  al-Qahir  Baghdadi,  dl-Farq  bain  cd-Firaq,  Matba'at  al-Ma’arif,  Egypt, 
pp.  55,  61,  63,  64,  67,  68,  82,  83,  99,  313,  315;  al- Shahrastani,  op.  cit.,  pp.  87,  90-92, 
100;  al-Aslfari,  op.  cit.,  pp.  156—57,  159,  189,  190;  al-Mas‘udi,  op.  cit.,  p.  191. 

48  AI- Shahrastani.  op.  cit.,  pp,  103,  104;  al-Ash‘ari,  op.  cit.,  pp.  198,  201. 
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polytheism  all  sins,  even  the  worst,  would  be  forgiven.49  A  few,  taking  a 
further  leap  in  that  direction,  asserted  that  if  a  man  cherished  faith  in  his 
heart  but  worshipped  idols  or  adopted  Jewish  or  Christian  doctrines  and 
spoke  heresy  in  the  Islamic  State  where  he  lived  under  no  fear,  he  would  yet 
be  quite  fast  grounded  in  faith,  remain  a  friend  of  God,  and  deserve  to  go  to 
paradise.60 

Another  view  closely  comparable  with  the  one  mentioned  above  was 
that  if  one’s  duty  to  uphold  the  right  and  stem  the  wrong  (amr  bi  al-nut'ruf 
and  nahi  'an  al-munkar)  required  one  to  bear  arms,  it  was  a  “trial”  to  be 
avoided.  It  was  quite  right  to  check  others  on  wrong  conduct,  but  to  speak 
loud  against  the  tyranny  of  government  was  not  allowed.51  Al-Jassas  was 
very  bitter  on  these  things  and  asserted  that  they  strengthen  the  hands  of 
tyrants  and  greatly  demoralized  the  Muslims’  power  of  resistance  against  the 
forces  of  evil  and  wickedness. 

The  Mu'tazilah.- — This  tumultuous  period  was  responsible  for  the  birth  of 
yet  another  sect  known  to  Islamic  history  as  “the  Seceders.”  Although  it  did 
not  owe  its  origin,  like  the  former  three,  to  purely  political  factors,  like  them 
it  contributed  its  share  of  opinions  to  the  political  issues  of  the  day  and 
entered  the  arena  of  theological  disputes  that  raged  in  the  Islamic  world  at 
that  time,  particularly  in  Iraq.  The  leaders  of  this  group,  Wasil  bin  ‘Ata 
(80-131/699-748)  and  ‘Amr  bin  ‘Ubaid  (d.  145/763)  were  both  contemporaries 
of  abu  Hanifah,  and  Basrah  was  the  centre  of  their  religious  contests  in  the 
beginning. 

Their  political  views  were  briefly  these: 

1.  The  appointment  of  an  Imam  (or,  in  other  words,  the  institution  of  the 
State)  was  a  religious  urgency.  Some  Mu'tazilites,  however,  opined  that  the 
Imam’s  was  a  superfluous  office.  No  Imam  was  needed  if  the  community 
followed  the  right  path.69 

2.  The  choice  of  the  Imam,  according  to  them,  rested  with  the  community, 
and  only  the  community’s  choice  validated  his  appointment.63  Some  of  them 
held  that  the  choice  should  be  unanimous,  and  in  the  event  of  differences 
and  dissensions  the  appointment  should  be  suspended  and  held  in  abeyance.64 

3.  The  community  could  choose  any  morally  qualified  and  efficient  person 
as  Imam.  The  condition  of  his  being  a  Quraishite,  an  Arab,  or  a  non- Arab  was 
irrelevant.66  Some  of  them  actually  preferred  the  appointment  of  a  non- Arab ; 


49  Al-§hahrastani,  op.  cit.,  p.  104. 

50  Ibn  Hazrn .  al-Fasl  fi  al-MUal  w-al-Nihal,  al-Matba‘at  al-Adabiyyah,  Egypt, 
1317/1899,  Vol.  IV,  p.'  204. 

61  Al-Jassas,  Ahkam  al-Qur'an,  al-Matba‘at  al-Bahiyyah,  Egypt,  1347/1928, 
Vol.  II,  p.  40. 

52  Al-Mas‘udi,  op.  cit.,  p.  191. 

53  Ibid. 

54  Al-Shahrastani,  op.  cit.,  p.  51. 

66  Al-Mas'udi,  op.  cit.,  p.  191. 
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it  was  better  still  if  he  could  be  a  freed  slave,  for  he  would  have  fewer  devotees, 
and  it  would  be  easy  to  depose  him  if  he  turned  out  to  be  a  tyrant.68  They 
would  rather  have  a  government  which  was  weak  and  easy  to  depose  than 
one  that  was  bad  but  strong  and  firmly  established. 

4.  According  to  them,  the  Friday  or  other  congregational  prayers  could  not 
be  held  behind  an  unrighteous  Imam.67 

5.  .1  mr  bi  al-ma'ruf  w-al-nahi  ‘an  al-munlcar  (enjoining  what  is  right  and 
forbidding  what  is  wrong)  was  among  their  fundamental  principles.  It  was 
a  duty  with  them  to  rise  in  arms  against  an  unjust  government  provided  they 
had  the  power  to  do  so  and  hoped  to  raise  a  successful  coup.™  Thus  it  was 
that  they  rose  in  arms  against  the  Umayyad  Caliph  Walid  bin  Yazid  (r.  125- 
126/743-744)  and  tried  to  replace  him  by  Yazid  bin  Walid  who  espoused  their 
doctrine  of  secession.59 

6.  On  the  question  of  the  inter-relation  of  sin  and  infidelity,  over  which  the 
Khawarij  and  Murji’ah  were  at  loggerheads,  their  verdict  was  compromising. 
A  sinful  Muslim  was  neither  a  believer  nor  an  unbeliever,  but  one  in  the 
middling  state.90 

In  addition  to  these  principles,  the  Mu‘tazilah  pronounced  bold  verdicts  upon 
the  differences  among  the  Prophet’s  Companions  and  upon  the  issue  of  Cali¬ 
phate.  Wasil  bin  ‘Ata  declared  that  one  of  the  two  opponents  in  the  battles 
of  Camel  and  Siffin  was  surely  a  “transgressor”  although  it  was  hard  to  say 
who.  It  was  for  this  reason  that  he  said  that  if  ‘Ali,  Talbah,  and  Zubair  came 
before  him  to  give  evidence  on  a  vegetable  knot,  he  would  not  accept  it  of 
them  since  there  was  a  possibility  that  they  had  been  guilty  of  transgression. 
‘Amr  bin  ‘Ubaid  pronounced  both  sides  as  “transgressors.”61 

They  also  attacked  ‘Utjiman  vigorously  and  some  of  them  did  not  spare 
even  ‘Umar.62  Besides  this,  many  of  them  practically  rejected  Hadith  (the 
Prophet’s  Tradition)  and  ijma ‘  (the  consensus  of  opinion)  as  authoritative 
sources  of  Islamic  Law.63 

The  Major  Section. — In  the  midst  of  these  violent,  wrangling  groups  the 
large  majority  of  Muslims  went  along  subscribing  to  the  orthodox  principles 
and  doctrines,  accredited  as  authoritative  since  the  days  of  the  “Right-guided” 
Caliphs,  principles  and  precepts  which  the  Prophet’s  Companions  and  their 
successors  and  Muslims  in  general  had  commonly  regarded  as  Islamic.  How¬ 
ever,  nobody,  from  the  time  of  the  inception  of  the  schism  down  to  the  days 
of  abu  Hanifah,  had  vindicated  the  stand  of  the  majority  in  these  matters  of 

56  Al- ghahraatani,  op.  cit.,  p.  63. 

67  Al-A|h‘ari,  op.  cit.,  p.  124. 

60  Ibid.,  p.  125. 

50  Al-Mas'udi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  190,  193;  al-Suyuti,  Tarlkh  al-Khulafa’ .  Government 
Press,  Lahore,  1870,  p.  255. 

60  Al-Baghdadi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  94-95. 

61  Ibid.,  pp.  100,  101 ;  al-Shahrastani.  op.  cit.,  p.  34. 

62  Al-Baghdadi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  133-34;  al-Shahrastani,  op.  cit.,  p.  40. 

63  Al-Baghdadi,  op.  cit.,  138-39. 
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violent  divergences,  and  presented  it  methodically  in  a  compact,  doctrinal 
form,  although  learned  men,  traditionists,  and  scholars  of  repute  and  integrity 
had  from  time  to  time  been  bringing  one  or  another  aspect  of  it  to  light  by 
word  of  mouth  or  action,  or  embodying  it  in  their  behaviour  or  sacred  pro¬ 
nouncements  as  opportunity  afforded  itself. 
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ABU  HANIFAH  AND  ABU  YUSUF 
A 

ABU  HANIFAH 

Life. — It  was  under  the  circumstances  explained  at  the  close  of  the  pre¬ 
ceding  chapter  that  abu  Hanifah  appeared  on  the  scene  and  began  his  work. 
His  original  name  was  Nu‘man  bin  Thabit.  Born  at  Kufah,  capital  of  Iraq,  in 
80/699  according  to  authentic  reports,  in  the  reign  of  ‘Abd  al-Malik  bin  Mar- 
wan,  when  Hajjaj  bin  Yusuf  nded  over  Iraq,  he  lived  the  first  fifty-two  years 
of  his  life  in  the  Umavyad  regime,  the  later  eighteen  in  the  ‘Abbasid.  He  was 
fifteen  years  old  when  Hajjaj  left  the  stage;  in  the  time  of  ‘Umar  bin  ‘Abd 
al-‘AzIz  he  was  a  youth.  The  stormy  days  of  the  rule  of  Yazid  bin  Muhallab, 
Khalid  bin  ‘Abd  Allah  al-Qasri,  and  Nasr  bin  Sayyar,  over  Iraq,  passed  before 
his  eyes.  He  himself  was  a  victim  of  the  persecution  of  ibn  Hubairah,  the 
last  Umayyad  governor.  He  saw  the  rise  of  the  ‘Abbasid  movement  with  its 
centre  at  Kufah,  his  home  town,  which  remained  virtually  the  main  strong¬ 
hold  of  the  new-born  ‘Abbasid  State  before  the  founding  of  Baghdad.  His 
death  occurred  in  150/767  during  the  reign  of  Mansur,  the  second  ‘Abbasid 
Caliph. 

Abu  Hanifah’s  ancestors  belonged  to  Kabul.  His  grandfather  Zuta  (according 
to  some  the  pronunciation  is  Zauta)  came  to  Kufah  as  a  prisoner  of  war, 
accepted  Islam,  and  settled  there  under  the  friendly  protection  of  Banu  Taim 
Allah.  Zuta  was  a  trader  by  profession  and  was  known  to  ‘Ali,  the  “Bight¬ 
going”  Caliph;  in  fact,  he  was  close  enough  to  him  and  sometimes  entertained 
him  with  gifts.1  Abu  Hanifah’s  father,  Thabit,.  also  owned  some  business  at 
Kufah.  According  to  a  report  coming  from  abu  Hanifah,  he  owned  a  bakery 
there.2 

Abu  Hanifah’s  own  account  of  his  education  describes  him  as  applying  him¬ 
self  first  to  recitation  (reading  the  Qur’an  properly),  Hadith  (Tradition), 
grammar,  poetry,  literature,  philosophy,  and  other  subjects  in  vogue  in  those 
days.3  Then  he  turned  to  specialize  in  dialectical  theology,  and  mastered  it  to 
such  a  degree  that  people  looked  to  him  as  an  authority  in  that  science.  His 
pupil  Zufar  (bin  al-Hudhail)  reports  that  his  master  himself  told  him  that  at 
first  he  took  such  interest  in  theology  that  people  lifted  their  fingers  towards 
him.4  In  another  report  abu  Hanifah  says  that  at  one  time  he  was  a  past 

1  AI-Kardari,  Manaqib  al-Imam  al-A‘zam,  Dairatul-Maarif.  Hyderabad,  1321/ 
1903,  Vol.  I,  pp.  65,  66. 

2  Al-Muwaffaq  bin  Ahmad  al-Makki,  Manaqib  al-Imnm  al-A'zam  Abi  Hanifah, 
Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1321/1903,  Vol.  I,  p.  162. 

3  Ibid.,  pp.  57-58. 

4  Ibid.,  pp.  55,  59. 
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master  in  the  art  of  controversy  and  spent  most  of  his  time  in  debates.  As 
Basrah  was  the  main  venue  of  these  contests,  he  had  been  there  about  twenty 
times,  occasionally  staying  there  for  six  months  or  so  at  a  stretch,  and  re¬ 
maining  engaged  in  controversies  with  the  different  sects  of  the  Kharijites, 
the  Ibadlyyah,  the  Sufrlyyah,  and  the  Hashwlyyah.5  It  may  be  easily  con¬ 
cluded  from  this  that  he  was  well  versed  in  philosophy,  logic,  and  theological 
divergences  of  the  numerous  sects  without  which  a  man  cannot  enter  the 
field  of  controversy  at  all.  The  beautiful  use  that  he  later  made  of  reason  and 
common  sense  in  the  interpretation  of  Law  and  the  resolving  of  abstruse  legal 
problems  which  won  him  immortal  fame  owed  a  great  deal  to  the  intellectual 
training  which  he  had  received  earlier  from  these  exercises  of  logical  argumen¬ 
tation. 

After  keeping  himself  busy  in  polemical  controversies  for  a  long  time  and 
growing  sick  of  them,  he  turned  to  Fiqh,  i.e.,  Islamic  Law.  Here,  with  the 
bent  of  mind  that  he  possessed,  he  eould  not  interest  himself  in  the  Traditionist 
school  (ahl  al-hadith).  He,  therefore,  joined  the  Iraqian  school  of  reason  with 
its  centre  at  Kufah.  This  school  of  law  traced  its  origin  to  ‘Ali  and  ibn  Mas‘ud 
(d.  32/652),  after  whom  their  disciples  Shuraih  (d.  78/697),  ‘Alqamah  (d.  62/ 
681),  and  Masruq  (d.  63/682)  became  its  accredited  leaders,  followed  in  their 
turn  by  Ibrahim  Nakh‘i  (d.  95/714)  and  Hammad  (d.  120/737).  Abu  Hanlfah 
took  Hammad  for  his  master  and  kept  him  company  for  eighteen  years  till 
the  latter’s  death.  Frequently  he  also  consulted  the  other  learned  masters  of 
Law  and  Tradition  in  the  Hijaz  on  the  occasions  of  pilgrimage,  and  acquainted 
himself  also  with  the  Traditionist  school  of  thought.  On  Hammad’s  death  he 
was  chosen  to  succeed  him.  He  occupied  that  place  for  thirty  years,  delivering 
lectures  and  discourses,  issuing  legal  verdicts,  and  doing  the  work  which 
formed  the  foundation  of  the  Hanafi  school  of  law  named  after  him.  In  these 
thirty  years  he  answered  some  sixty  thousand  (according  to  other  estimates, 
eighty-three  thousand)  legal  queries,  all  of  which  were  later  compiled  under 
different  heads  in  his  own  life-time.6  Some  seven  to  eight  hundred  of  his 
pupils  spread  to  different  parts  of  the  Islamic  world  and  filled  important  seats 
of  learning.  They  were  entrusted  with  issuing  legal  opinions  and  guiding  the 
education  of  the  masses,  and  became  objects  of  heartfelt  veneration  for  the 
multitudes.  About  fifty  of  them  were  appointed  judges  after  his  death  during 
the  ‘Abbasid  reign.  The  law  as  codified  by  him  was  adopted  as  the  law  of  the 
great  part  of  the  Muslim  world.  The  ‘Abbasids,  the  Saljuqs,  the  Ottomans, 
and  the  Mughuls  espoused  it,  and  millions  of  people  follow  it  today. 

Abu  Hanlfah,  like  his  forefathers,  earned  his  living  by  trade.  He  dealt  in 
a  kind  of  cloth,  called  khazz,  in  Kufah.  Gradually,  his  business  flourished  till 
he  had  a  factory  where  this  cloth  was  manufactured.7  The  business  was  not 

5  Ibid.,  p.  59. 

6  Ibid.,  p.  96;  Vol.  II,  pp.  132,  136. 

7  Al-Yaffi,  Mir'dt  al-Jinan  wa  ‘ Ibrai  al-Yaqzan,  Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad, 
1337/1918,  Vol.  I,  p.  310. 
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restricted  to  Kufah;  his  goods  had  a  good  market  in  far-off  places.  The  growing 
recognition  of  his  integrity  converted  his  firm  into  a  bank  where  people  de¬ 
posited  huge  sums  of  money  on  trust.  These  deposits  ran  to  fifty  million 
dirhams  at  the  time  of  his  death.8  Extensive  experience  of  financial  and  com¬ 
mercial  matters  gave  him  a  deep  insight  into  various  aspects  of  law  such  as 
seldom  falls  to  the  lot  of  a  theoretical  lawyer.  Later  on,  when  he  set  himself 
to  the  task  of  codifying  the  Law  of  Islam  this  personal  experience  proved  of 
immense  help  to  him.  A  further  testimony  to  his  deep  understanding  and 
proficient  handling  of  practical  affairs  is  provided  by  the  fact  that  when  in 
145/762  Mansur  undertook  the  task  of  constructing  the  new  city  of  Baghdad, 
he  appointed  abu  Hanifah  to  supervise  the  work,  and  for  four  years  it  re¬ 
mained  under  his  supervision.9 

In  private  life  he  was  most  pious,  a  man  of  known  integrity.  Once  he  sent 
out  his  partner  in  business  to  sell  some  merchandise.  A  part  of  the  goods 
to  be  sold  was  defective.  He  instructed  his  partner  to  let  the  buyer  know  the 
defect.  The  partner,  however,  forgot  to  do  so,  and  returned  after  selling  the 
whole  lot  without  apprising  the  buyer  of  the  defect.  Abu  Hanifah  did  not 
keep  that  money.  He  gave  away  the  whole  of  it  (and  it  amounted  to  35,000 
dirhams)  in  charity.10 

His  chroniclers  have  recorded  occasions  when  ignorant  persons  would  come 
to  his  firm  selling  goods  at  lower  rates  than  what  they  were  worth.  Abu  Hanifah 
would  tell  them  that  their  wares  wore  worth  more  than  what  they  put  them  at, 
and  bought  them  at  their  actual  rates.11  All  his  contemporaries  speak  highly 
of  his  honesty.  The  famous  learned  divine,  ‘Abd  Allah  bin  Mubarak,  said, 
“I  have  yet  to  see  a  more  pious  man  than  abu  Hanifah.  What  will  you  say 
about  the  man  to  whom  they  offered  the  world  and  its  wealth  and  he  kicked 
it  away,  who  was  flogged  and  remained  steadfast,  and  who  never  accepted 
those  posts  and  honours  which  people  hanker  after.”12 

Justice  ibn  Shubrumah  said,  ‘  The  world  followed  him  but  he  would  have 
none  of  it.  As  for  us,  the  world  would  have  none  of  us  and  we  run  after  it.”13 
According  to  Hasan  bin  Ziyad,  abu  Hanifah  never  accepted  a  gift  or  favour 
from  the  rich.14 

He  was  also  very  generous,  never  sparing  in  spending,  particularly  on  the 
learned  and  the  scholarly.  A  part  of  his  profits  was  earmarked  for  them  and 
expended  throughout  the  year ;  and  whatever  of  it  was  left  over  was  distributed 
among  them.  Extending  them  such  help  he  would  say:  “Be  pleased  to  spend 

8  Al-Makki,  op.  cit.,  p.  220. 

11  Al-Tabari,  Vol.  YI,  p.  238 ;  ibn  Kathir,  al-Biddyah  w-al-Nihdyah,  Vol.  X,  p.  97. 

10  Al-Khatib,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  358;  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  Dhail  al-Jawdhir  al-MudVah, 
Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1332/1913,  p.  488. 

11  For  an  instance  of  this  see  al-Makki,  op.  cit..  pp.  219-20. 

12  Al-Dhahabi,  Manaqib  al-Imdm  Abu  Hanifah  wa  Sdhibaihi,  Dar  al-Kutub 
al-‘Arabi,  Egypt,  1366/1946,  p.  115. 

13  Al-Raghib  al-Asbahani,  p.  206. 

14  Al-Dhahabi,  op.  cit.,  p.  26. 
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it  on  your  needs,  and  thank  none  but  God  for  it.  I  don’t  give  you  anything 
of  mine.  It  is  God’s  bounty;  He  has  given  it  to  me  for  your  sake.”15  A  number 
of  his  pupils  entirely  depended  on  him,  particularly  abu  Yusuf.  He  met  all 
the  expenses  of  the  latter’s  house  since  his  parents  were  poor  and  wanted 
their  son  to  give  up  studies  and  take  to  some  work  to  earn  a  living.16 

That  was  the  man,  who  tackled  in  the  first  half  of  the  second/eighth  century 
the  knotty  problems  arising  from  the  awkward  circumstances  that  followed 
the  “Right-guided”  Caliphate. 

Aim  Hamfah’s  Pronouncements  and  Opinions. — First  of  all  we  shall  take 
those  problems  about  which  his  opinions  as  recorded  by  himself  are  available 
to  us.  He  was  no  prolific  writer.  Therefore,  in  order  to  know  his  views  we  have 
generally  to  resort  to  other  reliable  sources.  But  on  certain  issues,  mainly 
raised  by  the  above-mentioned  sects  (the  Shi’ites,  the  Khftrijites,  the  Murji’ites, 
and  the  Mu’tazilites)  he  has  written,  against  his  wont,  with  his  own  pen, 
drawing  up  in  brief  but  eloquent  words  the  creed  and  doctrine  of  the  ahl  al- 
sunnah  w-al-jama‘ah  (lit.,  the  followers  of  the  Prophet  and  his  Companions’ 
tradition)  who  formed  (as  they  still  do)  by  far  the  largest  section  of  the  Muslim 
community.  Naturally,  in  an  estimate  of  his  work  the  first  place  must  be 
given  to  what  flows  from  his  own  pen. 

Al-Fiqh  al-Akbar. — We  have  already  stated  in  the  preceding  chapter  how 
the  differences  that  cropped  up  among  the  Muslims  during  ‘All’s  reign  and  the 
first  years  of  the  Umayyad  regime  led  to  the  birth  of  four  big  sects  in  the 
community,  which  not  only  expressed  but  also  adopted  as  tenets  of  faith 
contradictory  opinions  on  certain  vital  issues  affecting  the  constitution  of 
Muslim  society,  the  Islamic  State,  the  sources  of  Islamic  Law,  and  the  decisions 
adopted  by  common  consent  in  the  earlier  period.  The  creed  of  the  majority 
in  regard  to  these  matters  was  clear;  it  was  embodied  in  the  practice  of  the 
common  man  and  not  infrequently  in  the  spoken  word  or  behaviour  of  the 
great  divines  and  men  of  learning.  But  nobody  had  drawn  it  up  in  clear-cut 
words  and  put  it  into  the  form  of  a  treatise.  Abu  Hanifah  was  the  first  person  to 
put  down  perspicuously  in  his  famous  work,  al-Fiqh  al-Akbar, 17  the  Sunni  point 
of  view  regarding  matters  of  divergence  against  the  doctrines  of  other  sects. 

15  Al-Khatib,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  360;  al-Makki,  Vol.  I,  p.  262. 

16  Ibn  Khallikan,  Vol.  V,  pp.  422-23;  al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  212. 

17  Before  gaining  currency  as  a  term  of  the  scholastics,  the  term  Fiqh  covered 
beliefs,  general  principles,  law — in  fact,  everything  under  it.  The  differentiation  was 
made  by  callingbeliefs  and  general  principles  Fiqh  al-Akbar ,  the  fundamental  or  the 
main  Fiqh,  and  abu  Hanifah  gave  that  name  to  his  compendium.  Recently,  some 
scholars  have  doubted  the  authenticity  of  some  parts  of  this  book;  they  believe 
them  to  have  been  included  later.  However,  the  authenticity  of  those  parts  which 
we  discuss  here  is  undoubted,  as  whatever  other  sources  we  tap  to  collect  abu 
Hanlfah’s  opinions  on  these  matters,  we  find  these  tallying  with  them.  For  instance, 
abu  Hanlfah’s  al-Wasiyyah,  al-Fiqh  al-Absat  reported  by  abu  Muti‘  al-Balkbi,  and 
‘Aqidah  Tahdunyyah  in  which  Tahawi  (c.  229-321/843-933)  has  described  the 
doctrines  reported  from  abu  Hanifah  and  his  pupils,  abu  Yusuf  and  Muhammad  bin 
Ilasan  al-Shaibani. 
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The  first  question  relevant  to  our  discussion  answered  by  him  in  the  book 
is  regarding  the  position  of  the  “Right-guided”  Caliphs.  The  dissenting  sects 
had  posed  the  question  about  some  of  them  whether  they  were  rightly  raised 
to  the  office  of  the  Caliphate.  Some  wanted  to  know  who  were  superior  to 
whom,  and  whether  there  was  any  among  them  who  could  not  be  called  a 
Muslim  at  all.  These  questions  were  not  merely  queries  regarding  some  per¬ 
sonages  of  old  history;  in  fact,  they  mooted  another  fundamental  question, 
viz.,  whether  the  way  these  Caliphs  were  elected  to  their  office  was  to  be 
recognized  as  the  constitutional  way  of  electing  the  Head  of  the  Islamic  State 
or  not.  Moreoever,  if  the  title  of  anyone  of  them  proved  doubtful,  the  question 
would  be  raised  whether  the  decisions  taken  by  “consensus  of  opinion”  in 
his  regime  would  form  part  of  the  Islamic  Law  or  not ;  whether  his  own  deci¬ 
sions  would  continue  to  form  precedents  in  law  or  cease  to  operate  as  such. 
Besides  that,  the  questions  whether  they  were  entitled  to  the  Caliphate, 
whether  they  were  endowed  with  faith  at  all,  and  whether  some  of  them 
were  superior  to  others,  naturally  gave  rise  to  another  question  of  a  very  vital 
import,  and  that  w7as,  whether  the  Muslims  of  later  times  could  repose  any 
trust  in  either  the  members  or  the  collective  decisions  of  the  early  Islamic 
community  brought  up  under  the  direct  care  and  supervision  of  the  Prophet 
of  God,  the  people  through  whom  the  teachings  of  the  Qur’an,  the  Prophet’s 
Tradition,  and  the  Islamic  Law  came  to  be  transmitted  to  later  generations. 

The  second  question  related  to  the  position  of  the  Prophet’s  Companions. 
One  of  the  sects,  the  Shi ‘ah.  called  the  vast  majority  of  these  Companions 
sinners,  gone  astray,  and  even  infidels,  because  they  had  selected  the  first 
three  Caliphs  to  rule  them ;  and  a  fair  number  was  put  outside  the  pale  of  faith 
or  declared  “transgressors”  by  the  Kharijites  and  the  Mu'tazilites  for  reasons 
of  their  own.  This,  too,  was  not  a  purely  historical  question,  for  it  naturally 
led  one  to  ask  whether  the  laws  and  traditions  transmitted  by  persons  of 
doubtful  bona  fides  to  posterity  would  remain  authentic  sources  of  Islamic 
Law  or  not. 

The  third  basic  question  dealt  with  in  the  book  relates  to  “faith,”  its  defini¬ 
tion  and  distinction  from  unbelief,  and  the  consequences  of  sin — issues  of  grave 
controversy  and  debate  in  those  days  among  the  Kharijites,  the  Murji’ites, 
and  the  Mu'tazilites.  This  again  was  not  merely  a  theological  question  but  one 
that  was  closely  related  to  the  constitution  of  Muslim  society  and  its  answer 
affected  the  civic  rights  and  social  relations  of  Muslims.  A  question  that 
closely  followed  from  it  was  whether  in  a  Muslim  State  governed  by  the  sinful 
and  the  wrong-doer  it  was  possible  to  perform  correctly  such  religious  duties 
as  the  Friday  and  other  prayers,  or  political  functions  like  dispensing  justice 
or  participating  in  war. 

Abu  Hanlfah’s  answers  to  these  questions  embodying  the  Sunni  creed  are 
as  follows : 

1.  “The  best  of  men  after  the  Prophet  of  God  (on  whom  be  peace)  was  abu 
Bakr.  After  him  was  ‘Umar,  after  him  ‘Uthman,  and  after  him  ‘Ali.  They  were 
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all  just  men  and  abided  by  the  right.”18  ‘Aqidah  Tahawiyyah  further  explains 
it  like  this:  “We  believe  abu  Bakr  (with  whom  God  be  pleased)  to  be  the 
best  of  men  after  the  Prophet  of  God  (on  whom  be  everlasting  peace).  We 
recognize  his  title  of  the  Caliphate  as  prior  to  that  of  others,  then  ‘Umar’s, 
then  ‘Uthman’s,  then  ‘All’s — and  they  are  the  Right-guided  Caliphs  and  the 
‘Right-going  leaders.’”19 

It  is  a  matter  of  interest  to  note  that  personally  abu  Hanlfah  loved  ‘Ali 
more  than  ‘Uthman,20  and  believed  that  neither  of  them  should  be  ranked 
above  the  other.21  formulating  the  creed,  however,  he  accepted  whole¬ 
heartedly  the  decision  of  the  majority  of  his  day  in  choosing  ‘Uthman  as  Caliph 
after  ‘Umar,  and  agreed  that  in  the  ranking  of  the  “Right-guided”  Caliphs  the 
order  of  their  Caliphate  was  also  the  order  of  their  superiority  to  one  another. 

2.  “The  Companions  of  the  Prophet  are  not  to  be  spoken  of  but  respect¬ 
fully.”22  ‘Aqidah  Takdwi.yyah  elucidates  it  further:  “We  treat  all  the  Com¬ 
panions  of  the  Prophet  respectfully.  We  do  not  love  anyone  of  them  beyond 
measure,  nor  censure  anyone  of  them.  We  do  not  like  one  who  bears  them 
malice  or  mentions  them  with  disrespect.  We  mention  them  in  none  but  a 
good  way.”23 

Abu  Hanlfah  did  not  hesitate  to  express  his  opinion  on  the  mutual  war  of 
the  Companions,  and  said  unambiguously  that  in  the  war  between  ‘Ali  and  his 
adversaries  (and  evidently  the  participants  of  the  battles  of  the  Camel  and 
Siffin  are  included  among  them)  ‘Ali  stood  by  right  more  than  they,21  yet 
he  altogether  refrained  from  inflicting  reproach  on  the  other  side. 

3.  “Faith  is  synonymous  with  owning  and  believing.  To  have  faith  is  to 
own  and  believe  (in  God  and  His  Prophet).”26  In  al-Wasiyyah  it  is  explained 
in  these  words :  “To  have  faith  in  something  is  to  own  it  with  the  tongue  and 
believe  in  it  from  the  heart,”  and  further:  “Faith  is  not  owning  alone,  nor 
believing  alone.”  In  another  place  we  find:  “Action  is  something  different 
from  faith,  and  faith  different  from  action.  Often  a  man  is  exempt  from  a 
certain  action  but  he  is  not  exempt  from  faith.  For  instance,  it  may  be  said 

18  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  Sharh  al-Fiqh  al-Akbar,  Delhi,  1348/1929,  pp.  74-87;  al- 
Maghnisawi,  Sharh  al-Fiqh  al-Akbar,  Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1321/1903,  pp. 
25,  26. 

19  Ibn  abi  al-‘Izz  al-Rarmfi,  Sharh  al-Tahawiyyah ,  Dar  al-Ma‘arif,  Egypt,  1373/ 
1953,  pp.  403-16. 

20  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  72. 

21  Ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  al-Intiqd’,  al-Maktabat  al-Qudsi,  Cairo,  1370/1950,  p.  163; 
al-Sarakhsi.  Sharh  al-Siyar  al-Kabir,  Vol.  I,  Shirkali  Musahmah  Misriyyah,  Egypt, 
1957.  The  same  was  Malik’s  and  Yahya  bin  Sa‘Id  al-Qattan’s  opinion.  Ibn  ‘Abd 
al-Barr,  al-IstVab,  Vol.  II,  p.  467. 

22  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  p.  87 ;  al-Maghnisawi,  p.  26. 

23  Ibn  abi  al-Tzz,  p.  398. 

21  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  pp.  83,  84;  al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  pp.  71,  72.  This  too  was  not 
the  opinion  of  abu  Hanlfah  alone.  All  the  ahl  al-sunnah  had  agreed  upon  this.  Ibn 
Hajar,  al-Isabah,  Matba‘ah  Mustafa  Muhammad,  Egypt,  1939,  Vol.  II,  p.  502. 

25  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  p.  103;  al-Maghnisawi,  p.  33. 
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that  a  poor  man  is  exempt  from  the  payment  of  zalcat  (prescribed  charity), 
but  it  cannot  be  said  that  he  is  exempt  from  bearing  faith  also.”26  Thus  abu 
Hanifah  refuted  the  Kharijite  theory  that  action  formed  part  of  faith  and 
hence  sin  was  synonymous  with  disbelief,  or,  in  other  words,  that  a  crime 
necessarily  meant  treason. 

4.  “We  do  not  excommunicate  a  Muslim  for  any  sin,  however  grave  it  may 
be,  unless  he  affirms  that  it  is  ‘allowed.’  We  do  not  divest  him  of  belief.  We 
call  him  a  believer.  A  believer  may  be  a  transgressor,  without  being  an  infidel.”27 

In  al-Wasiyyah  he  writes:  “The  sinners  among  the  followers  of  Muhammad 
(on  whom  be  peace)  are  all  believers,  not  infidels.”28  ‘Aqldah  Tahawlyyah 
elucidates  it  further:  “A  man  does  not  go  out  of  the  pale  of  faith  except  by 
denying  the  creed  that  had  put  him  inside  it.”29  A  discussion  of  the  Kharijites 
with  abu  Hanifah  over  this  issue  throws  further  light  on  this  doctrine  and  its 
social  consequences.  A  large  party  of  them  once  came  to  him  and  said,  “There 
are  two  biers  at  the  gate  of  the  Mosque.  One  is  of  a  drunkard  who  died  drink¬ 
ing,  the  other  of  a  woman  who  got  illicitly  pregnant  and  took  her  own  life 
in  shame.” 

“To  which  community  did  they  belong  ?  Jews,  were  they  ?”  he  asked. 

“No,”  they  said. 

“Christians,  then,  or  Majusis  ?” 

“No,”  they  answered  again. 

“Then,  to  which  community  did  they  belong  ?”  asked  he. 

“To  the  community  which  bears  witness  to  the  creed  of  Islam,”  they  replied. 

“Is  that  one-third  of  the  faith,  or  one-fourth,  or  what  ?”  asked  he. 

They  said,  “There  is  no  one-third  or  one-fourth  of  faith.” 

“After  all,  what  part  of  faith  is  this  bearing  witness  to  the  creed  of  Islam  V’ 
said  he. 

“The  whole  faith,”  said  they. 

“When  you  yourself  call  them  faithful,  what  is  it  you  want  of  me  ?”  asked  he. 

“We  ask  whether  they  would  go  to  heaven  or  hell.” 

He  replied,  “If  you  ask  me  that,  1  will  say  about  them  what  the  Prophet 
of  God,  Abraham,  said  about  sinners  worse  than  they,  ‘O  God,  he  who  follows 
me  is  mine,  and  he  who  disobeys — Thou  art  the  Forgiving,  the  Compassionate’ ; 
or  what  the  Prophet  of  God,  Jesus,  said  about  sinners  worse  than  they,  ‘If 
You  punish  them  they  are  Your  creatures,  and  if  You  forgive  them,  Thou  art 
All-Powerful  and  Wise’;  or  what  the  Prophet  of  God,  Noah,  said,  ‘Their 
reckoning  rests  with  God,  would  that  you  understood;  and  I  do  not  wish  to 
turn  my  back  upon  the  believers.’”30 


26  Mulla  Husain,  al-Jauharat  al-Munifat  fi  Shark  Wasiyyat  al-Imam  Abu  Hanifah , 
Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1321/1903,  pp.  3,  6,  7. 

27  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  pp.  86-89;  al-Maghnisawi,  pp.  27-28. 

26  Mulla  Husain,  p.  6. 

29  Ibn  abi  al-‘Izz,  p.  265. 

30  Al-Qur’an,  xiv,  27;  v,  118;  xxvi,  113-14. 
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Hearing  this  the  Kharijites  felt  outwitted  and  avowed  their  mistake.31 

5.  “Prayers  can  be  offered  behind  any  of  the  faithful,  good  or  bad.”32 
‘Aqldah  TaMwiyyah  elucidates  it  further  like  this:  “The  pilgrimage  and  jihad 
(war)  will  continue  to  be  performed  to  the  Day  of  Judgment  under  the  rulers 
of  the  faithful,  whether  they  be  good  or  bad.  Nothing  will  make  them  unlawful 
or  discontinue  them.”33 

Al-Jassas  has  more  clearly  explained  abu  Hanifah’s  point  of  view  in  this 
matter.  “Some  people,”  writes  he,  “suppose  that  abu  Hanifah  approves  the 
lmamate  or  Caliphate  of  the  corrupt.  If  it  has  not  been  deliberately  invented, 
the  misunderstanding  probably  springs  from  this  that  abu  Hanifah  (and  not 
he  alone,  all  the  learned  scholars  of  Iraq  whose  opinions  are  widely  known  are 
one  with  him  in  this)  says  that  if  a  judge  is  himself  just,  his  decisions  will  be 
accepted,  no  matter  how  corrupt  a  master  has  appointed  him ;  and  prayer  may 
be  lawfully  offered  behind  corrupt  masters  despite  their  corruption.  This 
attitude  is  absolutely  correct  in  its  own  place,  but  it  does  not  mean  that  abu 
Hanifah  finds  no  fault  with  the  Caliphate  of  the  corrupt.”34 

These  elucidations  make  it  clear  that  abu  Hanifah,  unlike  the  Kharijites  and 
Mu‘tazilites,  differentiated  between  Caliphs  de  jure  and  Caliphs  de  facto.  A 
necessary  corollary  to  the  position  taken  by  the  above-mentioned  sects  was 
that  in  the  absence  of  a  just  and  pious  ruler,  i.e.,  a  Caliph  de  jure,  all  functions 
of  Muslim  society  and  State  would  remain  suspended.  There  would  be  no 
pilgrimage,  and  no  Friday  or  other  congregational  prayer;  the  courts  would 
stop,  and  there  would  be  no  other  religious,  social,  or  political  work.  Abu 
Hanifah,  on  the  other  hand,  contended  that  if  at  a  time  the  Muslims  were 
deprived  of  a  Caliph  dc  jure,  the  functions  of  their  society  would  continue  to 
be  exercised  lawfully  under  a  Caliph  de  facto,  though  his  right  to  Caliphate  may 
be  disputable.  In  the  pages  to  come  we  shall  point  out  what,  according  to  him, 
were  the  essential  prerequisites  of  a  lawful  Caliphate  and  what  he  thought 
of  corrupt  and  unjust  Caliphs. 

6.  “We  do  not  say  that  sin  does  not  do  a  believer  any  harm.  We  neither  say 
that  a  believer  will  never  go  to  hell,  nor  that  he  will  live  eternally  in  hell 
if  he  is  a  transgressor.”36  “We  also  do  not  say,  like  the  Murji’ites,  that  our 
good  deeds  will  be  certainly  rewarded  and  our  bad  deeds  undoubtedly  for¬ 
given.”36 

‘Aqldah  Tahdwiyyah  has  a  further  addition  to  it:  “We  decide  in  respect  of 
no  believer  that  he  is  destined  to  go  to  heaven  or  to  hell.  We  do  not  accuse 
any  Muslim  of  infidelity,  polytheism,  or  hypocrisy,  unless  we  see  him  actually 


31  Al-Makki,  Vol.  I,  pp.  124-25. 

32  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  p.  91;  al-Maghnisawi,  p.  28. 

33  Ibn  abi  al-Tzz,  p.  322. 

34  Ahkam  al-Qur'an,  Vol.  I,  pp.  80-81 ;  al-Sarakhsi  has  also  explained  this  in  his 
al-Mabsut,  Matba'at  al-Sa‘adah,  Egypt,  1324/1906,  p.  130. 

35  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  p.  92;  al-Maghnisawi,  pp.  28-29. 

36  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  p.  93;  al-Maghnisawi,  p.  29. 
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engaged  in  them.  As  for  intentions  and  motives  we  leave  them  to  God  to 
judge.”37 

Thus  abu  Hanifah  steered  a  middle  course  through  the  opinions  held 
by  the  Murji’ites,  the  Kharijites,  and  the  Mu'tazilites,  and  formulated  a  doc¬ 
trine  of  balance  which,  on  the  one  hand,  preserves  the  Muslim  society  from 
disintegration  through  mutual  hatred  and  violence,  and,  on  the  other,  insures 
against  its  falling  into  moral  indiscipline  and  getting  emboldened  to  commit 
sins  with  impunity. 

Abu  Hanifah  on  State  and  Caliphate. — The  opinions  mentioned  above  related 
to  issues  which  had  cropped  up  in  consequence  of  the  political  turmoil  of  the 
day  and  vitally  affected  the  legal  system  and  the  political  and  social  orders  of 
Muslim  society.  Now,  let  us  examine  abu  Hanifah’s  views  concerning  the  State 
and  Caliphate.  Since  there  is  no  work  of  his  own  touching  these  matters,  we 
have  to  resort  to  the  following  two  kinds  of  sources  for  information :  first,  his 
opinions  quoted  in  the  traditions  and  books  of  the  Hanafi  school ;  and,  secondly, 
the  attitude  he  adopted  towards  his  contemporary  governments  of  the  Umay- 
yads  and  the  ‘Abbasids.  The  latter  also  includes  a  number  of  spoken  words 
coming  from  his  mouth  during  the  course  of  his  struggle  with  these  govern¬ 
ments,  and  these  throw  further  light  on  his  points  of  view  under  discussion. 

The  Problem  of  Sovereignty  and  Legislation. — Abu  Hanifah’s  views  on 
sovereignty  were  identical  with  the  generally  known  basic  view  of  Islam  on 
this  issue,  namely,  (1)  that  the  true  sovereign  is  God,  (2)  that  the  Prophet  is 
to  be  obeyed  as  God’s  accredited  vicegerent,  and  (3)  that  the  SharVah,  i.e., 
the  Law  of  God  and  His  Prophet,  is  the  supreme  Law  to  which  all  must  submit 
without  demur  or  reservation.  Abu  Hanifah,  pre-eminently  a  jurist,  has  stated 
this  doctrine  rather  in  terms  of  law  than  of  politics.  He  says:  “When  I  find 
an  order  in  the  Book  of  God,  I  take  it  from  there.  When  1  do  not  find  it  there 
I  take  it  from  the  accredited  practice,  word,  or  tradition  of  the  Prophet, 
coming  down  to  us  through  reliable  sources.  When  I  do  not  find  it  either  in 
the  Book  of  God  or  in  the  Prophet’s  Sunnah,  I  follow  the  (agreed)  opinion 
of  the  Prophet’s  Companions.  In  case  of  difference  of  opinion  among  them  I 
adopt  the  opinion  I  like  and  reject  the  one  I  do  not  like ;  but  I  do  not  reject 
them  all  to  follow  an  opinion  from  outside.  ...  As  for  others,  I  have  as  much 
right  to  sift  and  draw  conclusions  as  they  have.”38 

Ibn  Hazm  states:  “All  his  pupils  are  agreed  that  abu  Hanifah’s  practice 
was  that  even  a  weak  tradition  was  to  be  preferred  to  (one’s  own  opinion 
formed  by)  analogical  reasoning  (qiyas)  or  private  judgment  ( rd’y ).”3* 

This  leaves  absolutely  no  doubt  that  abu  Hanifah  regarded  the  Qur’an  and 
the  Sunnah  as  the  final  authority.  Legal  sovereignty,  according  to  him,  rested 
with  God  and  the  Prophet;  and  reason  and  judgment  (qiyas  and  rd’y)  were 


37  Ibn  abi  al-Tzz,  pp.  312-13. 

33  Al-Khatib,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  368;  al-Makki,  Voi.  I,  p.  89;  al-Dhalmbi,  p.  20. 
33  Al-Dhahabi-  p.  21. 
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to  be  employed  in  the  service  of  legislation  only  in  matters  where  they  had 
given  no  instruction.  The  precedence  given  hy  him  even  to  an  “isolated”  opinion 
of  the  Companions  was  also  based  on  the  possibility  of  their  being  aware  of 
some  instruction  from  the  Prophet  (about  the  matter  under  reference)  which 
may  have  been  the  basis  of  that  opinion.  That  was  also  why,  when  he  saw  a 
difference  among  the  Companions,  he  accepted  the  opinion  of  someone  of 
them  rather  than  differ  with  all  of  them — he  would  avoid  the  danger  of  going 
against  the  Sunnah  even  inadvertently.  In  any  case,  he  employed  to  the 
utmost  his  power  of  reasoning  and  judgment  to  find  out  whose  opinion  seemed 
best  to  approximate  to  the  Sunnah. 

The  charge  that  he  preferred  his  own  discretion  to  a  clear  ordinance  f  nass ) 
was  laid  at  his  door  even  in  his  life-time  but  he  refuted  it  saying,  “God  knows 
that  he  who  stated  that  I  preferred  my  own  discretion  to  ‘ordinance’  told  a 
lie  and  accused  me  unjustly.  How  can  we  dare  use  our  discretion  when  we 
have  an  ‘ordinance’?”40  The  Caliph  Mansur  once  wrote  to  him  saying  that 
he  had  heard  that  he  (abu  Hanifah)  gave  precedence  to  deductions  from 
analogy  over  the  Prophet’s  tradition.  In  reply,  he  wrote:  “0  Commander  of 
Believers,  what  you  have  heard  is  incorrect.  I  go  first  by  the  Book  of  God, 
then  by  the  Sunnah  of  the  Prophet,  then  the  decisions  of  abu  Bakr,  ‘Umar, 
‘Uthman,  and  ‘Ali,  and  then  the  decisions  of  other  Companions;  but  when  I 
find  disagreement  among  them,  I  resort  to  discretion.”41 

Establishment  of  the.  Caliphate. — Regarding  the  Caliphate  his  view's  were 
most  clear-cut  and  unambiguous.  According  to  him,  to  seize  power  by  force 
and  later  regularize  it  by  exacting  allegiance  under  duress  was  no  lawful  way 
of  being  chosen  for  it.  A  Caliph  should  be  chosen  after  consultation  and  in 
conference  with  the  wise  who  are  entitled  to  give  opinion  (ahl  al-ra’y).  Abu 
Hanifah  expressed  this  opinion  in  face  of  the  peril  of  losing  his  life.  Mansur’s 
Chamberlain,  Rabl‘  bin  Yunus,  relates  that  the  Caliph  summoned  Malik  ibn 
abi  Dhi’b  and  abu  Hanifah  before  himself  and  asked,  “What  do  you  say 
about  this  power  that  God  has  given  me  over  the  people — am  I  deserving  of 
it  ?”  Malik  answered,  “Had  you  not  been  deserving,  God  would  not  have 
conferred  it  on  you.”  Said  ibn  abi  Dhi’b.  “God  grants  the  kingdom  of  the 
world  to  whom  He  pleases,  but  the  kingdom  of  the  hereafter  is  given  to  him 
who  strives  for  it  and  is  helped  by  God  to  make  way  to  it.  The  help  of  God 
will  attend  you  if  you  obey  Him ;  in  case  you  disobey,  it  will  keep  away  from 
you.  As  for  the  Caliphate,  the  truth  is  that  only  a  conference  of  the  God-fearing 
can  institute  it,  and  one  who  seizes  it  by  force  has  no  righteousness  in  him. 
You  and  your  associates  are  deprived  of  the  help  of  God,  and  have  turned  aside 
from  truth.  Now,  if  you  ask  the  Almighty  to  grant  you  peace  and  try  to  gain 
nearness  to  Him  with  deeds  of  piety,  you  may  win  His  grace;  otherwise  you 
are  only  a  self-seeker.” 

40  Al-Sha‘rfi.ni.  Kitdb  al-Mizdn,  Matba‘at  al-Azhariyyah,  Egypt,  3rd  ed.,  1925, 
Vol.  I,  p.  61. 

41  Ibid.,  p.  62. 
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Abu  Hanifah  tells  us  that  when  ibn  abi  Dhi’b  spoke  those  words,  Malik  and 
he  folded  their  clothes  about  them  expecting  his  head  to  go  off  his  shoulders 
that  very  moment  and  his  blood  to  fall  on  these  clothes.  But  Mansur  turned 
to  abu  Hanifah  and  inquired,  “What  say  you  ?”  He  replied,  “The  man  who 
sincerely  seeks  the  right  path  to  guide  himself  eschews  wrath.  If  you  consult 
your  conscience  you  will  see  that  you  have  not  invited  us  for  the  sake  of  God 
but  to  make  us  say,  out  of  dread,  something  that  suits  you  and  that  should 
reach  the  people.  The  truth  is,  you  have  become  a  Caliph  without  even  a 
couple  of  men  from  amongst  the  ahl  al-fatwa  (those  whose  opinion  is  respected 
as  authoritative)  agreeing  to  it,  whereas  a  Caliph  should  be  chosen  with  the 
conference  and  concurrence  of  Muslims.  You  know,  abu  Bakr  refrained  from 
making  decisions  for  six  months  until  the  (news  of  the)  Yamanites’  allegiance 
arrived.”  Then  all  the  three  rose  and  took  their  way.  Mansur  despatched  RabT 
after  them  with  a  bag  full  of  coins  for  each  with  the  instruction  that  if  Malik 
accepted  it,  it  should  be  made  over  to  him,  but  if  abu  Hanifah  or  ibn  abi 
Dhi’h  accepted  it,  he  should  bring  their  heads  to  him.  When  the  gift  was 
offered  to  Malik  he  took  it,  but  when  Rabi‘  offered  it  to  ibn  abi  Dhi’b  he  said 
that  he  did  not  consider  it  lawful  for  Mansur  himself,  how  it  could  be  lawful 
for  him.  And  abu  Hanifah  said,  “I  won’t  touch  it,  not  even  if  you  cut  off  my 
head.”  When  Mansur  heard  of  it,  he  said,  “Their  contentment  has  saved  their 
lives.”42 

A  Caliph’s  Qualifications. — Till  abu  Hanifah’s  time  the  qualifications  which 
entitled  a  man  to  Caliphate  were  not  described  at  length  as  they  were 
compiled  later  by  scholars  like  Mawardi  and  ibn  Khaldun.  They  were  for 
the  most  part  self-evident,  for  instance,  he  should  be  a  Muslim,  a  male, 
free,  and  well  versed  in  religion,  and  sound  in  body  and  mind.  Two  things, 
however,  were  doubtful  and  needed  clarification :  first,  whether  a  ruth¬ 
less  or  corrupt  person  could  become  a  Caliph  or  not;  secondly,  whether  it 
was  necessary  for  a  Caliph  to  belong  to  the  tribe  of  Quraish.  Abu  Hanifah’s 
opinion  with  regard  to  the  first  was  that  a  Caliph  must  bo  a  just  person. 
One  who  is  cruel  and  corrupt  cannot  be  a  Caliph,  a  judge,  a  governor,  a  pro- 
nouncer  of  legal  verdict  (Mufti),  or  an  arbiter.  If  such  a  person  comes  to  office, 
his  Caliphate  is  null  and  void  and  the  public  owe  him  no  obedience.  However, 
notwithstanding  his  usurpation  of  power,  all  the  social  dealings  and  obliga¬ 
tions  executed  by  Muslims  under  him  in  accordance  with  the  Shari'ah  will 
have  legal  sanction  and  the  just  decisions  of  the  judges  appointed  by  him 
will  take  effect.  Abu  Bakr  al-Jassas,  a  well-known  Hanafi  jurist,  has  explained 
this  point  in  greater  detail.  He  observes:  “It  is  not  lawful  that  a  cruel  or 
corrupt  person  should  be  a  prophet  or  his  successor  (khcdifah)  or  a  judge 
or  hold  any  office  by  virtue  of  which  he  should  be  in  a  position  to  impose  his 
will  on  the  people  in  matters  relating  to  religion:  he  cannot,  for  example,  be 
a  Mufti  or  a  witness  or  a  reporter  of  the  Prophet’s  traditions.  The  Qur’anie 

42  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  pp.  15-16. 
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verse:  “My  covenant  does  not  extend  to  the  wrong-doers"'12  shows  that  all 
those  people  who  come  to  the  helm  of  affairs  in  matters  connected  with  religion 
must  be  just  and  virtuous.  This  verse  categorically  proves  that  the  Caliphate 
of  the  corrupt  is  unlawful.  No  person  of  wicked  reputation  can  be  a  Caliph. 
If  any  of  that  character  should  install  himself  in  that  office,  the  people  are 
under  no  obligation  to  follow  or  obey  him.  The  same  was  meant  by  the  Pro¬ 
phet  of  Cod  (on  whom  be  peace)  when  he  said  that  none  among  the  created 
was  entitled  to  command  obedience  in  defiance  of  the  Creator.  The  verse  is 
also  conclusive  that  no  corrupt  person  can  become  a  judge,  a  governor,  or 
a  magistrate;  and  if  he  becomes  one,  his  orders  will  not  be  valid.  Nor  can  his 
evidence  be  acceptable,  nor  his  transmission  of  a  report  from  the  Prophet  of 
God,  nor  the  verdict  (fatwa)  of  which  he  is  the  pronouncer.”41 

Al-Jassas  further  affirms  that  this  was  abu  Hanifah’s  opinion.  He  regrets 
how  unjust  it  is  to  accuse  him  of  allowing  the  Caliphate  of  the  corrupt.  We 
have  already  alluded  to  that  controversy  and  need  not  repeat  it  here. 

Al-Dhahabi  also  affirms  this  to  be  abu  Hanifah’s  view.  According  to  him, 
abu  Hanifah  held  that  the  Caliph  who  misused  public  money  (fay')  or  gave 
unjust  orders  was  not  entitled  to  remain  Caliph  and  his  orders  were  not  valid.15 

About  the  second  question  abu  Hanifah’s  opinion  was  that  the  Caliph  should 
belong  to  the  tribe  of  Quraish.46  Not  this  alone;  it  was  the  agreed  view  of  all 
the  Sunnites.4’  However,  they  held  this  view  not  because  the  Caliphate  was 
constitutionally  the  exclusive  right  of  one  tribe,  but  because  in  the  particular 
circumstances  of  those  days  oidy  a  Quraishite  Caliph  could  hold  all  Muslims 
together.  In  other  words,  tlus  opinion  was  based  on  political  expediency  of  the 
time  and  not  on  any  legal  or  constitutional  right  of  the  Quraish.  Ibn  Khaldun 
explains  in  detail  that  in  those  days  the  Arabs  were  the  mainstay  of  the  State 
and  there  were  far  more  chances  of  the  Arabs  agreeing  on  a  Quraishite  Caliph 
than  on  anyone  from  some  other  tribe.  The  chances  of  strife  and  rift  that 
lay  in  the  choice  of  a  non-Quraishite  Caliph  were  so  many  that  none  could 
afford  to  put  the  Caliphate  in  that  peril.48  That  incidentally  unfolds  the  wisdom 
and  implications  of  the  Prophet’s  timely  instruction  that  the  Imams  should 
be  chosen  from  the  Quraish.49  Had  the  Caliph’s  office  been  for  ever  forbidden 
to  the  non-Quraishites,  ‘Umar  would  not  have  said  at  the  hour  of  his  death, 
“If  Hudhaifah’s  freed  slave  Salim,  were  alive,  I  would  have  proposed  him  my 


43  Al-Qur’an,  ii,  124. 

44  Al-Jassas,  Vol.  I,  p.  80. 

45  Al-Phahahi.  p.  17 ;  al-Makki  has  also  quoted  this  opinion  of  abu  Hanifah,  Vol. 
II,  p.  100. 

44  Al-Mas'udi,  Vol.  II,  p.  192. 

47  Al-ghahrastani,  Vol.  I,  p.  106;  ‘Abd  al-Qahir  Baghdadi,  p.  340. 

48  Muqaddimah,  pp.  195-96. 

49  Ibn  If  ajar,  Fath  al-Bari,  Vol.  XIII,  pp.  93,  96,  97;  Ahmad,  Musnad,  al- 
Matba’at  al-Maimaniyyah,  Egypt,  1306/1888,  Vol.  Ill,  pp.  129,  183;  Vol.  IV,  p. 
421;  abu  Dawud  al-Tayalisi,  Musnad,  Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad,  1321/1903, 
Tr.  No.  926,  2133. 
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successor.”60  The  Prophet,  while  instructing  that  the  Caliphate  should  go  to 
the  Quraish,  had  made  it  clear  that  this  office  would  be  held  by  the  Quraish  as 
long  as  they  retained  certain  merits.61  This  clearly  implied  that  when  the 
Quraish  became  bereft  of  those  merits,  the  Caliphate  should  devolve  on  the 
non-Quraish.  This  was  the  essential  difference  between  the  view  of  the  Sunnites 
including  abu  Hanifah  on  one  side  and  that  of  the  Kharijites  and  Mu  tazilites 
on  the  other.  The  latter  allowed  Caliphate  for  the  non-Quraishites  irrespective 
of  all  conditions.  Not  only  that;  they  went  a  step  further  and  said  that  the 
non-Quraishites  had  a  better  title  to  it.  Their  main  anxiety  seemed  to  be 
democracy,  even  though  it  might  lead  to  confusion  and  disintegration.  With 
the  Sunnites,  democracy  and  the  stability  of  the  State  were  equally  important 
considerations. 

1'he  Exchequer  and  the  Public’s  Right  of  Ownership. — The  most  reprehensible 
of  all  indulgences  of  the  Caliphs  of  his  day  in  the  eyes  of  abu  Hanifah  were 
their  reckless  waste  of  public  exchequer  and  their  illegal  seizure  of  people’s 
properties.  As  we  have  already  quoted  al-Dhahabi,  according  to  abu  Hanifah, 
oppression  and  illegitimate  use  of  public  money  in  a  ruler  rendered  his  title 
to  Caliphate  void.  Not  only  that;  he  even  did  not  allow  the  tokens  of  good¬ 
will  and  presents  received  from  foreign  States  to  be  made  the  personal  pro¬ 
perty  of  the  Caliph.  These  things  also  were  to  be  deposited  in  the  treasury, 
not  with  the  Caliph  or  his  family,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  had  he  not  been 
the  Head  of  the  State  and  thereby  become  conspicuous  in  the  international 
world,  none  would  have  sent  him  those  presents.52  He  also  objected  to  the 
Caliph’s  squandering  of  public  money  and  his  giving  gifts  out  of  it.  This  was 
one  of  the  main  reasons  why  he  himself  accepted  no  gifts  from  the  Caliphs. 

Separation  of  the  Judiciary  from  the  Executive. — His  views  on  the  position 
of  the  judiciary  vis-a-vis  the  executive  were  unequivocal.  If  justice  was  to  be 
ensured,  he  said,  the  judiciary  must  be  independent  of  the  executive.  Not 
only  that;  the  judge  must  also  be  able  to  enforce  his  decree  against  the  Caliph 
if  the  latter  encroached  upon  the  rights  of  people.  Towards  the  close  of  his 
life  when  he  was  sure  that  the  Government  would  not  let  him  live  any  more,  he 
gathered  his  disciples  and  addressed  himself  to  them.  Among  other  important 
things,  he  gave  them  this  instruction:  “If  the  Caliph  is  guilty  of  encroachment 
upon  the  rights  of  the  people,  the  judge  next  to  him  in  rank  (i.e.,  the  Chief 
Justice)  should  make  him  submit  to  the  rule  of  Law.”63 

The  main  thing  which  prevented  him  from  accepting  an  official  position, 
particularly  that  of  a  judge  during  the  Umayyad  and  ‘Abbasid  rule  was  that 
he  did  not  see  the  judiciary  as  independent.  There  was  no  chance  of  making 
the  Caliph  submit  to  the  rule  of  Law;  on  the  other  hand,  he  feared  that  he 
would  be  made  an  instrument  of  injustice  and  asked  to  give  wrong  decisions, 

50  Al-Tabari,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  192. 

51  Ibn'  Hajar,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  95. 

52  Al-Sarakhsi,  Shark  at-Siyar  at-Kabir,  Vol.  I,  p.  98. 

53  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  100. 
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and  that  not  only  the  Caliph  himself  but  also  those  attached  to  the  palace 
would  interfere  with  his  work. 

Yazid  bin  ‘Umar  bin  Hubairah  was  the  first  of  the  Umayyad  governors  of 
Iraq  who  pressed  abu  Hanifah  to  accept  office.  This  was  in  130/747  when  the 
upsurges  in  Iraq  against  the  Umayyad  regime  were  rising  with  a  speed  that 
completely  overthrew  that  Government  within  a  couple  of  years.  Ibn  Hubairah 
wanted  to  enlist  the  support  of  influential  men  of  learning  and  use  them  to  the 
advantage  of  the  Umayyad  cause.  He  invited  ibn  abi  Laila,  Dawud  bin  abi  al- 
Hind,  ibn  Shubrumah,  and  others  and  gave  them  lucrative  appointments.  Then 
summoning  abu  Hanifah,  he  said,  “Here  I  give  you  my  seal.  No  order  will  be 
enforced  here  till  you  put  the  seal  on  it,  and  no  money  will  be  drawn  from  the 
treasury  without  your  sanction.”  But  abu  Hanifah  declined  to  accept  the 
responsibility.  Yazid  put  him  in  prison  and  threatened  him  with  whipping. 
Then  the  other  learned  men  came  round  abu  Hanifah  and  requested  him  to 
take  compassion  on  himself.  “This  service  is  as  repugnant  to  us,”  said  they, 
“as  it  is  to  you.  But  we  have  accepted  it  under  duress;  so  should  you.”  Abu 
Hanifah  replied,  “Ah!  had  he  asked  me  to  count  the  gates  of  the  mosque  of 
Wasit,  I  would  not  have  done  it  for  his  sake.  Then  how  can  I  agree  that  he 
should  write  the  death  warrant  of  an  innocent  person  and  I  should  put  the 
seal  on  that  order  ?  By  God,  I  will  accept  no  share  of  his  responsibility.”  Ibn 
Hubairah  then  made  him  other  offers  but  found  him  cold.  At  last  he  decided 
to  appoint  him  the  Chief  Judge  of  Kufah  and  swore  that  if  abu  Hanifah 
declined  the  appointment  he  would  have  him  flogged.  Abu  Hanifah  swore  in 
return  saying  that  the  flogging  of  this  world  was  easier  for  him  to  endure  than 
the  flogging  of  the  hereafter,  reiterating  that  he  would  never  accept  it,  even 
though  that  cost  him  his  life.  At  last  the  tyrant  gave  him  twenty,  or  (according 
to  another  report)  thirty,  blows  of  the  stripe  on  the  head.  According  to  some 
accounts,  he  kept  it  up  with  ten  stripes  daily  for  about  eleven  days,  but  found 
his  victim  firm  like  a  rock.  Then  someone  informed  him  that  he  was  likely 
to  die.  Ibn  Hubairah  replied,  “Is  there  none  to  counsel  this  man  to  ask  me 
for  a  reprieve  ?”  When  abu  Hanifah  heard  of  this  he  asked  to  be  set  free  to 
consult  his  friends.  Ihn  Hubairah  set  him  free,  at  which  he  left  Kufah  for 
Makkah,  not  to  return  to  it  before  the  final  wiping  out  of  the  Umayyad 
dynasty.64 

In  the  ‘Abbasid  period  again  Mansur  insisted  on  his  accepting  the  office  of 
a  judge.  As  we  shall  presently  see,  abu  Hanifah  having  openly  participated  in 
a  revolt  launched  against  Mansur  by  al-Nafs  al-Zaklyyah  and  his  brother 
Ibrahim,  Mansur  cherished  such  malice  against  him,  that  in  al-Dhahahi’s 
words,  he  was  all  but  consumed  in  the  fire  of  wrath.66  However,  it  was  not 
easy  to  lay  hands  upon  a  person  of  abu  Hanifah’s  eminence.  Mansur  knew 
how  the  murder  of  Husain  had  provoked  feelings  of  wrath  against  the 

64  Ibid.,  pp.  21-24;  ibn  Khallikan.  Vol.  V,  p.  41;  ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  al-Intiqd ’, 
p.  171. 

56  Mandqib  al-Imdm,  p.  30. 
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Umayyads  and  how  easily  had  they  been  uprooted  on  that  account.  Therefore, 
instead  of  killing  him,  he  would  rather  lure  him  into  a  cage  of  gold  and  use 
him  to  advance  his  ends.  With  this  in  view  he  offered  him  the  post  of  a  judge 
again  and  again,  in  the  end  asking  him  to  become  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
whole  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Empire,  but  abu  Hanifah  always  put  him  off  under 
one  pretext  or  another.68 

Ultimately,  seeing  him  persist  too  much  he  told  him  frankly  the  reason  why 
he  was  unable  to  accept  these  offers.  On  one  such  occasion  he  excused  himself 
politely  saying,  “None  can  be  fit  to  become  a  judge  unless  he  has  strength 
enough  to  impose  law  on  you,  your  princes,  and  your  commanders.  I  have 
not  that  strength  in  me.  I  am  so  built  that  whenever  you  call  me,  I  cannot 
breathe  easily  till  I  go  out  of  your  presence.”67  On  another  occasion  the  talk 
took  a  harsh  turn.  Addressing  the  Caliph  he  said,  “Even  if  I  accepted  this 
office  willingly  and  not  reluctantly,  sure  enough  I  would  not  prove  worthy 
of  your  trust.  For  if  I  decided  a  case  against  your  desire  and  you  wanted  me 
to  alter  the  decision  on  pain  of  being  pushed  into  the  Euphrates  to  drown,  I 
would  rather  be  drowned  than  alter  my  decision.  Then  there  are  your  courtiers, 
not  a  few  of  whom  desire  a  judge  to  defer  to  their  wishes  to  remain  in  your 
good  books.”68  When  talks  like  these  led  Mansur  to  conclude  that  this  man 
could  not  be  caught  in  the  cage  of  golden  bars,  he  resorted  to  open  persecution. 
He  had  him  whipped  and  flogged,  put  him  in  jail  where  they  subjected  him  to 
tortures  of  hunger  and  thirst.  Later  he  was  confined  in  a  cell  wherein  he  died, 
according  to  some,  a  natural  death,  according  to  others,  of  poisoning.69 

Freedom  of  Expression:  A  Right  and  a  Duty. — According  to  abu  Hanifah,  free¬ 
dom  of  expression  in  a  Muslim  society  and  in  an  Islamic  State  is  of  as  much 
importance  as  the  independence  of  the  judiciary.  The  Qur’an  terms  this  freedom 
as  amr  bi  al-ma‘ruf  and  nahi  ‘an  al-munkar  (enjoining  the  right  and  forbidding 
the  wrong).  No  doubt,  an  unqualified  right  of  freedom  of  expression  may 
sometimes  assume  an  unbecoming,  mischievous,  immoral,  or  even  offensive 
form  which  no  law  can  tolerate.  But  the  Qur’an,  by  using  the  above-mentioned 
term  for  this  freedom,  clearly  distinguishes  it  from  all  other  kinds  of  freedom 
and,  thus,  circumscribing  it  within  well-defined  limits,  declares  it  to  be  not 
only  an  inalienable  right  but  also  a  duty  of  the  public.  Abu  Hanifah  was 
particularly  conscious  of  this  right  and  duty,  because  the  political  order  of 
his  day  had  rid  the  people  of  this  right  to  such  an  extent  that  they  actually 
doubted  if  it  had  anything  of  the  nature  of  a  duty  about  it.  We  have  pointed 
out  elsewhere  that  the  Murji’ites  by  preaching  ultra-liberal  doctrines  were 
emboldening  people  towards  sin.  The  Hashwlyyah  professed  that  “enjoining 
the  right  and  forbidding  the  wrong”  where  the  government  was  involved  was 

58  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  pp.  72,  173,  178. 

57  Ibid.,  Vol.  I,  p.  215. 

68  Ibid.,  Vol.  II,  p.  170;  al-Khatih.  Vol.  XIII,  p.  328. 

69  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  pp.  173,  174,  182;  ibn  Khallikan.  Vol.  V,  p.  46;  al-Yafi‘i, 
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mischievous  and  the  Uinayyad  and  ‘Abbasid  governments  crushed  the  spirit 
of  the  people  to  raise  a  voice  against  the  corruption  and  high-handedness 
of  the  ruling  cliques.  Abu  Hanifah,  with  both  speech  and  action,  attempted 
to  resurrect  this  spirit  amongst  the  people  and  elucidated  the  extent  to  which 
it  could  be  exploited.  This  is  clear  from  abu  Hanifah’s  answer  to  a  question 
from  Ibrahim  al-Sa’igh  related  by  al-Jassas.69a 

Abu  Hanifah  asserted  the  right  of  freedom  of  expression  against  law-courts 
also  in  the  same  manner.  If  any  court  of  law  gave  a  wrong  decision  he  would 
not  hesitate  to  point  out  whatever  flaws  of  law  or  procedure  he  found  in  it. 
With  him  the  respect  of  the  courts  did  not  mean  letting  the  courts  give 
wrong  decisions.  He  was  forbidden  to  pronounce  verdicts  on  this  account  for 
a  long  time.60  He  was  so  zealous  in  the  matter  of  freedom  of  expression  that 
he  did  not  consider  it  lawful  to  imprison  or  otherwise  punish  a  person  who 
spoke  ill  even  of  a  legitimate  ruler  or  his  just  government,  not  even  if  he  went 
to  the  extent  of  abusing  the  Caliph  and  expressing  an  intention  to  kill  him 
until  there  was  a  resolve  on  his  part  of  an  armed  revolt  or  breach  of  peace. 
He  argued  this  from  an  incident  during  the  Caliphate  of  ‘Ali.  Five  persons  were 
arrested  and  brought  before  him  on  the  charge  of  abusing  him  openly  in  the 
streets  of  Kufah.  One  of  them  was  also  accused  of  saying  that  he  would 
assassinate  him.  ‘Ali  ordered  their  release.  It  was  said,  “But  they  intended  to 
kill  you.”  He  asked  in  reply:  “But  should  I  kill  them  only  for  expressing 
the  intention  to  kill  me  ?”  It  was  added,  “But  they  also  abused  you.”  He 
said,  “If  you  like  you  may  also  abuse  them.” 

The  Question  of  Rebellion  against  Tyrannical  Rule. —  Another  important 
question  that  baffled  the  people  of  those  days  was  whether  or  not  it  was 
lawful  for  the  Muslims  to  rise  in  revolt  against  a  ruler  who  perpetrated  tyranny 
or  transgressed  the  limits  of  SharVah.  The  Sunnis  themselves  were  divided  on 
this.  A  large  section  of  the  Traditionists  (ahl  al-hadith)  allowed  that  they  could 
raise  voice  against  his  tyranny  and  speak  their  mind  before  him  but  they  could 
not  rise  in  rebellion,  even  though  he  should  seize  upon  their  lawful  rights  and 
indulge  in  unjust  bloodshed  and  open  transgression.60’1  But  abu  Hanifah’s 
creed  in  this  matter  was  that  the  Caliphate  of  an  unjust  incumbent  was 
basically  wrong  and  insupportable,  and  deserved  to  be  overthrown;  that 
people  not  only  had  the  right,  but  it  was  their  duty  to  rise  in  rebellion  against 
it;  that  such  a  rebellion  was  not  only  allowed  but  obligatory,  provided,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  promised  to  succeed  in  replacing  the  tyrant  or  transgressor  by 
a  just  and  virtuous  ruler,  and  not  fizzle  out  in  mere  loss  of  lives  and  .power. 

Private  Council  and  Codification  of  Islamic  Law. — Abu  Hanifah’s  greatest 
work  which  won  him  lasting  eminence  in  the  history  of  Islam  was  that 
he  filled,  on  his  own  initiative,  the  vast  gap  caused  in  the  Islamic  legal  system 

58a  Ahkam  al-Qur'an,  Vol.  I,  p.  81. 

60  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  I,  pp.  160,  165,  166;  ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  al-Intiqa\  pp.  152, 
153;  al-Khatib,  Vol.  XIII,  p.  351. 

e0>  Al-Ash‘ari,  Vol.  II,  p.  125. 


688 


Abu  Hanifah  and  Abu  Yusuf 


by  the  discontinuance  of  the  shura  (the  Consultative  Council)  after  the  “Right- 
guided”  Caliphate.  We  have  already  alluded  to  the  consequences  that  followed 
this  ill-happening.  The  loss  resulting  from  this  state  of  affairs  lasting  over  a 
century  was  a  matter  of  grave  concern  to  every  thinking  person.  The  State 
had  extended  its  boundaries  from  Spain  to  Sind,  taking  in  its  fold  scores  of 
peoples  with  various  cultures,  customs,  rites,  and  habits  of  their  own.  Facing 
it  at  home  were  problems  relating  to  finance,  commerce,  agriculture,  industry, 
marital  relations,  and  the  rest.  There  were  civil  and  criminal  cases  to  decide 
and  ever-new  constitutional,  legal,  and  procedural  problems  to  solve.  Abroad, 
the  relations  of  this  large  State  with  the  other  States  of  the  world,  and  issues 
like  war,  peace,  diplomatic  relations,  foreign  trade,  communications  (by  land 
and  sea),  customs,  etc.,  demanded  urgent  attention.  As  the  Muslims  were 
a  people  with  a  distinct  ideology,  and  claimed  to  guide  themselves  by  principles 
and  law  of  their  own,  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  solve  their  problems  in  the 
light  of  that  ideology  and  those  laws  and  principles.  But  the  institution  of 
shura  having  been  discontinued  there  was  no  other  properly  established  body  or 
institution  in  which  the  trusted  scholars,  jurists,  and  lawyers  of  the  community 
should  meet  to  deliberate  and  devise  such  an  authentic  solution  of  ever}'  out¬ 
standing  legal  issue,  as  should  be  recognized  as  the  accredited  and  uniform 
law  of  the  land  throughout  the  State.  Thus,  Islam  was  faced  with  a  mighty 
challenge  and  there  was  no  machinery  to  meet  it. 

The  loss  was  being  felt  all  round,  from  the  Caliph  to  the  governors  and 
judges.  It  was  not  easy  for  every  judge,  lawyer,  or  head  of  a  department  to 
decide  the  innumerable  problems  that  rose  every  day,  there  and  then,  on  the 
strength  of  his  own  knowledge  or  by  dint  of  his  own  understanding.  Not  only 
that;  such  individual  decisions  also  conflicted  with  one  another  and  created 
confusion.  But  a  body  whose  verdict  carried  authority  could  be  established  only 
by  the  Government  which,  unluckily,  lay  in  the  hands  of  such  people  as  knew 
for  certain  that  they  enjoyed  no  esteem  or  confidence  with  the  public,  nor 
were  they  prepared  to  face,  nay  even  endure,  the  learned,  who,  they  feared, 
would  confront  them  with  things  they  would  not  like.  They  also  knew  that 
laws  enacted  under  their  patronage  could  never  be  accepted  as  parts  of  the  Law 
of  Islam.  Ibn  al-Muqaffa'  proposed  to  Mansur  that  in  order  to  stop  this  gap 
he  should  convene  a  council  of  the  learned  lawyers  of  all  schools  of  thought 
who  should  sit  together  and  express  their  opinions  on  the  various  problems 
in  hand.  After  hearing  these  opinions  the  Caliph  himself  should  pronounce 
his  decision  in  every  case  and  that  decision  should  be  adopted  as  law.  But 
Mansur  knew  his  own  position  too  well  to  make  this  mistake.  His  decisions 
could  not  equal  decisions  of  abu  Bakr  and  ‘Umar.  They  could  at  best  have 
lasted  with  his  life.  Even  then  he  doubted  whether  he  would  find  anyone  in 
the  whole  realm  who  would  respect  and  willingly  follow  a  law  enacted  by  him. 
He  could  make  a  secular  law  all  right,  but  he  could  not  make  a  law  which 
would  become  incorporated  in  the  Islamic  juridical  code. 

In  these  circumstances  it  struck  abu  Hanifah  to  try  an  entirely  new  path  to 
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redeem  the  loss,  and  this  was  to  institute  a  private  legislative  body,  on  his 
own  initiative,  independent  of  the  Government.  Only  a  far-sighted  person 
like  him  could  think  of  such  a  plan.  And  only  he  could  dare  the  adventure  who 
trusted  his  own  resources,  character,  and  moral  prestige  well  enough  to  be 
sure  that  the  laws  passed  by  a  body  raised  under  his  auspices  would  enforce 
themselves  by  dint  of  their  excellence  in  sufficiency,  precision,  adaptability, 
and  the  moral  influence  of  their  devisers,  even  without  any  political  sanction 
behind  them,  and  that  they  would  be  adopted  by  the  people  of  their  own  ac¬ 
cord,  and  recognized  by  the  different  governments  of  their  own  free-will.  Abu 
Hanifah  was  no  seer  of  the  hidden  future  to  perceive  the  results  which  his 
effort  produced  within  half  a  century  of  his  departure,  but  he  knew  himself 
and  his  colleagues  well  enough.  He  knew  the  collective  temperament  of  his 
community  and  had  an  eye  on  the  circumstances  of  the  day.  With  the  perfect 
eye  of  a  man  of  sharp  intelligence  and  foresight  he  gauged  that  he  could  fill 
the  yawning  gap  with  his  private  endeavour  if  he  would,  and  that  surely  it 
would  be  filled  satisfactorily. 

Abu  Hanifah’s  own  pupils,  trained  under  his  care  and  guidance  in  his  college 
of  law  for  years  in  deliberating  over  legal  questions,  looking  into  them  in  the 
proper  scientific  spirit,  and  arriving  at  conclusions  with  arguments,  formed 
the  members  of  this  council.  Almost  all  of  them  had  learnt  the  Qur’an, 
literature,  history,  and  Sirah  (biography  of  the  Prophet)  not  only  from  abu 
Hanifah  but  also  from  many  other  learned  scholars  of  the  day.  Many  of  them 
had  specialized  in  certain  branches.  Some  had  made  a  name  in  the  field  of 
“arguing  conclusions  by  analogy,”  others  for  incomparable  knowledge  of  the 
Prophet’s  traditions  and  precedents  set  by  the  Companions,  judges,  and 
Caliphs  of  old.  Others  yet  had  a  reputation  for  interpreting  the  Qur’an  or  for 
being  skilled  in  a  particular  branch  of  Law  or  in  grammar  or  Sirah.  Abu  Hanifah 
himself  once  described  them  saying:  “These  are  thirty-six  men  of  whom 
twenty-eight  are  fit  to  be  judges,  six  to  pronounce  legal  verdicts,  and  two 
good  enough  to  teach  judges  and  jurists.”61 

The  procedure  of  work  adopted  in  this  council  as  reported  by  the  authentic 
chroniclers  of  abu  Hanifah  should  be  described  in  their  own  words.  Al-MuwafFaq 
bin  Ahmad  al-Makki  (d.  568/1172)  writes:  “Abu  Hanifah  framed  his  legal 
system  with  the  consultations  of  his  learned  pupils.  His  passion  to  do  all  that 
he  could  for  the  sake  of  his  religion,  and  his  love  of  God,  the  Prophet,  and 
the  believers  did  not  allow  him  to  undertake  this  work  by  himself  to  the 
disregard  of  his  pupil  colleagues.  He  put  every  problem  before  them,  threw 
light  on  its  various  aspects,  carefully  heard  all  that  each  one  of  them  had  to 
say  on  it,  and  put  forth  his  own  point  of  view  for  their  consideration.  These 
deliberations  and  discussions  were  so  exhaustive  that  some  questions  took  a 
month  or  even  more  to  decide.  At  last  when  unanimity  was  achieved  abu 
Yusuf  recorded  it  in  the  fundamental  compilations  of  Hanafi  Law.”68 

61  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  246. 

82  Ibid.,  p.  133. 
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Ibn  al-Bazzaz  al-Kardari  (d.  827/1424),  author  of  Fatawa  Bazzaziyyah,  says 
in  his  Manaqib  al-Imam  al-A:zam  :  “His  pupils  debated  each  question  to  their 
heart’s  content  and  discussed  it  from  every  point  of  view.  Abu  Hanifah,  the 
while,  sat  quietly  listening  to  the  discussion.  When  it  was  his  turn  to  speak, 
there  was  such  a  hush  in  the  house  as  if  there  was  none  other  present.”63 

‘Abd  Allah  bin  Mubarak  tells  that  once  the  discussion  on  an  issue  lasted 
three  days.  On  the  evening  of  the  third  day  he  heard  cries  of  Allah-u  akbar 
(God  is  most  great)  from  within  and  understood  that  a  solution  had  been 
achieved.64  It  is  recorded  by  another  pupil,  abu  Abd  Allah,  that  when  abu 
Hanifah  got  his  views  recorded  on  an  issue,  he  had  them  afterwards  read  out 
to  him  to  ensure  their  correctness.  His  own  words  are:  “I  read  out  the  Imam’s 
words  to  him.  Abu  Yusuf  (in  recording  the  proceedings)  used  to  record  his 
own  views,  too,  therein.  Hence,  I  tried  to  read  out  the  Imam’s  words  only, 
leaving  out  those  of  abu  Yusuf.  Once  I  made  a  slip  and  read  the  other  view 
also.  The  Imam  at  once  cut  in,  ‘Whose  view  is  this  second  ?’”66 

Another  thing  that  we  gather  from  al-Makki  is  that  the  work  of  classification 
of  this  council’s  decisions  under  different  heads  and  chapters  also  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  the  life-time  of  abu  Hanifah.  He  says:  “Abu  Hanifah  is  the  first 
man  to  gather  the  knowledge  of  the  SharVah  (Islamic  Law).  None  before 
him  had  done  this  work — abu  Hanifah  compiled  it  in  books,  under  different 
heads  and  chapters.”66 

This  council  recorded  decisions  on  about  83,000  legal  issues.  These  embraced 
not  only  those  questions  with  which  the  public  or  the  State  was  currently 
or  had  formerly  been  confronted  but  also  others  that  might  arise  in  future. 
Possibilities  were  conceived  and  discussed  freely  to  ensure  that  if  ever  they 
turned  into  actualities  there  should  be  laws  ready  to  meet  them.  They  related 
to  almost  all  branches  of  law,  internal  (covered  under  the  term  al-siyar ),67 
constitutional,  civil,  criminal,  of  evidence,  of  procedure,  laws  governing  different 
aspects  of  economic  life,  marriage,  divorce,  and  inheritance,  personal,  and 
those  dealing  with  worship.  We  can  find  all  these  subject-heads  among  the 
contents  of  books  compiled  by  abu  Yusuf  and  later  by  Muhammad  bin  Hasan 
al-Shaibani  from  the  material  provided  by  the  deliberations  of  this  “legislative 
council.” 

63  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  108. 

64  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  54. 

65  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  109. 

68  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  130. 

67  People  of  the  present  day  labour  under  the  wrong  impression  that  International 
Law  is  a  thing  of  the  modorn  times  and  its  founder  is  Grotius  of  Holland  (991-1055/ 
1583—1645).  But  whoever  has  seen  al-Siyar  of  abu  Hanifali’s  pupil  Muham¬ 
mad  bin  Hasan  al-Shaibani  (132-189/749-805)  knows  that  the  codification  of 
this  law  was  accomplished  by  abu  Hanifah  900  years  before  Grotius,  and  that  if, 
on  the  one  hand,  his  discussions  hardly  leave  any  aspect  of  it  untouched,  on  the 
other,  they  encompass  the  finest  and  the  most  vital  issues.  This  has  recently  been 
acknowledged  by  a  group  of  scholars  and  a  Shaibani  Society  of  International  Law 
has  been  founded  in  Germany. 


691 


A  History  of  Muslim  Philosophy 


This  regular  codification  of  law  soon  deprived  individuals  of  the  confidence 
which  they  enjoyed  in  its  absence  in  their  efforts  at  law-making.  The  opinions 
and  verdicts  of  scattered  individuals,  he  they  doctors  or  judges  of  repute, 
could  not  carry  weight  before  the  wholesomely  judicious  and  precise  decisions 
arrived  at  in  a  council  of  legists  presided  over  and  guided  by  a  man  of  abu 
Hanifah’s  foresight  and  calibre,  after  thorough  sifting  of  the  Qur’anic  injunc¬ 
tions  and  the  Prophet’s  Tradition  and  keeping  in  view  the  precedents  and  the 
verdicts  of  the  scholars  of  old,  drawn  as  they  were  with  thoughtful  and  steady 
labour,  bearing  in  mind  the  principles  of  ijtihdil  (deducing  conclusions  with 
thorough  discretion)  in  the  light  of  the  SharVah,  embracing  all  aspects  of  life, 
and  able  to  meet  all  exigencies.  Therefore,  as  soon  as  it  came  to  light,  the 
common  people,  the  rulers,  the  judges,  all  felt  forced  to  turn  to  it.  It  answered 
the  demand  of  the  day.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  the  long-awaited  help  which 
everybody  had  been  seeking.  The  famous  legist  Yahya  bin  Adam  (d.  203/ 
818)  tells  us  that  the  opinions  of  other  jurists  paled  into  insignificance  before 
those  of  abu  Hanifah;  his  ideas  spread  everywhere;  the  judges,  rulers,  and 
officers  of  every  place  decided  their  cases  in  accordance  with  his  law ;  in  short, 
everything  went  according  to  it.68  By  the  time  of  al-Mamun  (198-218/813-833) 
it  had  acquired  such  popularity  that  one  day  the  Premier  Fadl  bin  Sahl  was 
advised  by  a  jurist  who  was  hostile  to  abu  Hanifah,  to  issue  orders  to  stop 
the  use  of  abu  Hanifah’s  code.  Fadl  invited  the  wise  and  prudent  men  to 
advise  him  on  this.  They  told  him  not  to  take  this  step  for  it  would  not  succeed. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  whole  country,  they  said,  would  turn  against  the 
Government,  adding  that  the  man  who  had  given  him  that  counsel  was  surely 
a  fool.  The  Premier  agreed  with  them,  saying  that  he  himself  did  not  see  any 
wisdom  in  that  course,  nor  was  the  Caliph  likely  to  agree  to  it.69 

Thus  came  about  this  historical  reality  that  a  system  of  law  devised  by  a 
private  legislative  council  became  the  law  of  countries  and  empires  on  the 
strength  of  its  merits  and  the  moral  prestige  of  those  who  framed  it.  It  had 
also  another  important  consequence  in  that  it  opened  up  for  Muslim  thinkers 
new  lines  for  the  codification  of  Islamic  Law.  The  chief  legal  systems  devised 
later  may  have  differed  from  it  in  their  methods  of  deduction  and  in  their 
results,  but  they  were  all  inspired  by  and  based  on  this  model. 

B 

ABU  YUSUF 

In  abu  Hanifah’s  life-time  the  relations  between  the  Hanafi  school  of  law 
and  the  ‘Abbasid  rulers  were  very  much  strained  owing  to  his  political  creed 
and  non-eo-operation  with  the  Government.  The  effect  of  this  lasted  for  a 
long  while  even  after  his  death.  The  leaders  of  this  school  stuck  to  their  policy 


«»  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  41. 

88  Ibid.,  pp.  157-58;  al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  pp.  106—07. 
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of  indifference  towards  authority.  Thus,  when  after  the  death  of  abu  Hanifah 
his  great  pupil  Zufar  bin  Hudhail  (d.  158/775)  was  asked  to  accept  the  post 
of  a  judge,  he  flatly  refused  it  and  fled  to  find  safety  in  concealment.70  On 
the  Government’s  side  also  the  tendency  from  the  days  of  Mansur  to  the 
early  years  of  Harun’s  reign  was  to  resist  the  influence  of  this  school  of  thought. 
Mansur  and  his  successors  earnestly  desired  that  the  gap  in  the  legal  system 
of  the  State,  detailed  in  our  previous  discussion,  should  be  filled  by  some 
other  system  of  codification.  Both  Mansur  and  Mahdi  in  their  respective 
reigns  endeavoured  to  bring  Malik  to  the  fore.71  Harun  also  in  174/791,  on 
the  occasion  of  the  pilgrimage,  expressed  his  desire  to  make  his  book  al- 
Muwatta’  the  law  of  the  land.72  But  at  long  last  a  man  of  great  strength  and 
character  belonging  to  the  Hanafi  school  of  thought  rose  to  bring  this  state 
of  affairs  to  an  end.  With  his  great  ability  and  personal  influence  he  delivered 
the  Empire  from  a  continued  state  of  legal  chaos.  The  Hanafi  code  was  made 
the  law  of  the  land  which  gave  the  whole  Empire  a  uniform  system  of  law. 
This  man  was  abu  Yusuf,  the  ablest  of  the  disciples  of  abu  Hanifah. 

Brief  Life-Sketch. — Abu  Yusuf’s  (b. 113/731)  personal  name  was  Ya’qub. 
His  father  came  of  the  Arab  tribe  of  Bajilah,  his  'mother  of  the  Ansars  of 
Madinah  with  whom  his  father  was  also  connected  by  ties  of  alliance;  hence 
his  family  was  known  as  Ansar.  He  chose  to  specialize  in  law  after  completing 
his  elementary  education  and  took  his  lessons  from  ‘Abd  al-Rahman  bin  abi 
Laila.  Then  he  joined  the  school  of  abu  Hanifah  and  became  permanently 
attached  to  him.  His  parents  were  extremely  poor  and  did  not  like  their  son  to 
continue  his  education.  When  abu  Hanifah  came  to  know  of  it,  he  undertook 
to  defray  all  the  expenses  not  of  the  boy  alone  but  of  the  whole  family.  He 
himself  said  that  abu  Hanifah  never  gave  him  occasion  to  express  his  want 
before  him.  On  and  off  he  would  send  so  much  money  to  his  family  as  would 
relieve  him  of  worry  on  that  account.73 

From  the  very  beginning  abu  Hanifah  was  very  optimistic  about  his  ward. 
When  his  father  wanted  to  withdraw  him  from  the  school,  the  Imam  told 
him  not  to  do  so,  for,  if  it  pleased  God,  the  lad  promised  to  turn  out  to  be  a 
great  man.71 

Apart  from  abu  Hanifah,  abu  Yusuf  learnt  a  good  deal  from  other  fa¬ 
mous  scholars  of  the  day,  and  made  himself  well  acquainted  with  Tradition, 
Qur’anic  commentary,  biography  of  the  Prophet,  history,  language,  literature, 
and  scholastic  theology.  Particularly  well  versed  in  traditions,  he  knew  them 
by  heart,  and  men  like  Yahya  bin  MuTn,  Ahmad  bin  Hanbal,  and  ‘Ali  bin 


70  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  183;  Tash  Kubrazadah,  Mifldh  al-Sa'adah,  Vol.  II, 
p.  114. 

71  Ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  al-Intiqa,  pp.  40-41. 

72  Abu  Nu‘aim  al-Asbahani,  Hilyat  al-Avliya' ,  al-Matba‘afc  al-Sa‘adah,  Egypt, 
1355/1936,  Vol.  VI,  p.  332;  Tash  Kubrazadah,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  II,  p.  87. 

73  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  212. 

74  Ibid.,  p.  214. 
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al-Madlni  declared  him  tkiqahlb  (dependable — a  particular  term  used  for  a 
person  of  known  veracity  on  whom  reliance  is  placed  in  the  transmission  of 
traditions).  His  contemporaries  were  agreed  that  he  was  outstanding  among 
the  disciples  of  abu  Hanifah.  Talljah  bin  Muhammad  says,  he  was  the  greatest 
jurist  of  his  age,  none  excelled  him.78  Dawud  bin  Rashid  thinks  that  it  would 
have  been  enough  source  of  pride  for  abu  Hanifah  if  he  had  produced  only  this 
one  disciple.77  Abu  Hanifah  himself  had  great  respect  for  him.  He  used  to  say 
that  of  all  his  pupils  the  most  acquisitive  and  adorned  with  learning  was  abu 
Yusuf.78  Once  he  was  very  ill,  so  that  little  hope  was  left  of  his  life.  Abu 
Hanifah,  when  coming  out  of  the  house  after  inquiring  after  his  health, 
deplored  that  if  the  youth  died  he  (abu  Hanifah)  would  not  leave  behind  him  a 
scholar  more  learned  than  himself.79 

For  sixteen  years  after  the  death  of  abu  Hanifah,  he,  too,  in  keeping  with 
the  traditions  of  his  school,  remained  indifferent  to  the  Government.  Neverthe¬ 
less,  he  continued  the  intellectual  and  educative  work  of  his  master,  adding 
to  it  the  compilation  of  several  books  on  almost  all  branches  of  law,  and 
recording  the  decisions  of  abu  Hanifah’s  times  supplemented  with  his  own 
opinions.80  When  these  books  spread  in  the  country,  they  not  only  influenced 
the  intellectual  circles,  but  also  impressed  the  courts  and  high  officials  connect¬ 
ed  with  various  government  departments  in  favour  of  the  Hanafi  school  of 
thought,  since  there  existed  no  other  classified  code  of  law’  to  satisfy  their 
wants  as  these  books  did.  Malik’s  al- MuvxUta'  had  come  into  the  field  long  be¬ 
fore,  but  it  was  not  suf  ficiently  comprehensive  and  elaborately  classified  to  meet 
the  needs  of  a  government.81  Thus,  abu  Yusuf’s  intellectual  and  literary  work 
took  hold  of  the  minds  of  people  before  he  came  to  power.  It  lacked  only 
formal  political  sanction  to  enforce  it  as  the  law  of  the  land. 

Had  abu  Yusuf’s  position  been  economically  sound,  he  might  have  followed 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  master  and  lived  in  continued  indifference  towards  the 
Government.  But  he  was  a  poor  man  and  abu  Hanifah’s  death  had  robbed 
him  of  his  generous  supporter.  Reduced  by  poverty  to  live  a  miserable  existence, 
he  was  obliged  one  day  to  sell  off  a  girder  of  his  wife’s  house,  for  which  he  was 
reproached  by  his  mother-in-law  in  a  manner  he  could  not  endure,  and  this 


75  Ibn  Khallikan.  Vol.  V,  p.  422;  ibn  ‘Abd  al-Barr,  al-Intiqa',  p.  172. 

78  Ibn  Khallikan,  Vol,  V,  p.  423. 

77  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  232. 

78  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  126. 

78  Ibn  Khallikan,  Vol.  V,  p.  424;  al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  126. 

88  Ibn  al-Nadim,  al-Fihrist ,  al-Matba‘at  al-Rahmaniyyah,  Egypt,  1348/1929.  Ibn 
Khallikan  (Vol.  V,  p.  424)  writes  on  the  authority  of  Talhah  bin  Muhammad  that 
abu  Yusuf  was  the  first  man  to  compile  books  on  all  fundamental  branches  of  Law 
in  accordance  with  the  Hanafi  creed,  and  thus  spread  abu  Hanifah’s  knowledge  to 
all  corners  of  the  world. 

81  It  must  be  understood  that  the  codification  of  Islamic  Law  according  to  the 
Maliki  principles  enabling  it  to  serve  the  needs  of  a  government  took  place  later 
on  the  model  of  Muhammad  bin  Hasan  al-Shaibani’s  books. 
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forced  him  to  look  for  employment.  He  made  for  Baghdad  and  reached  there 
in  166/782,  saw  the  Caliph  al-Mahdi  who  appointed  him  judge  of  eastern 
Baghdad,  which  office  he  continued  to  hold  till  the  end  of  al-Hadi’s  reign. 
When  Harun  al-Rashld  became  Caliph,  abu  Yusuf  steadily  gained  such  in¬ 
fluence  on  him  that  he  at  last  appointed  him  Chief  Justice  of  the  whole  ‘Ab- 
basid  Empire.  This  was  the  first  occasion  that  such  a  post  was  created  in  the 
Muslim  State.  None  before  abu  Yusuf  had  held  the  post  of  Chief  Justice  of 
the  State  in  either  the  “Right-guided”  Caliphate  or  the  Umayyad  and  ‘Ab- 
basid  rule.82  His  position  was  not  only  that  of  the  Head  of  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  realm,  as  we  may  conceive  from  the  practice  of  our  modern  institutions, 
it  also  invested  him  with  the  authority  of  the  Minister  of  Law;  that  is  to  say, 
he  did  not  merely  have  to  judge  cases  and  appoint  judges  for  the  lower 
courts,  he  had  also  to  advise  the  Government  on  all  legal  matters,  internal 
as  well  as  external. 

Abu  Yusuf’s  appointment  to  this  office  bore  three  far-reaching  results.  In 
the  first  place,  instead  of  a  college  where  he  discoursed  to  students,  or  a  study 
from  which  he  issued  books,  a  vast  field  of  work  now  engaged  his  attention— 
a  field  in  which  he  dealt  practically  with  the  affairs  of  the  biggest  empire  of  the 
day.  This  provided  him  with  opportunities  of  applying  the  Hanafi  law  to  the 
actual  affairs  of  life,  thus  making  it  in  fact  a  practical  system  of  law.  Secondly, 
as  the  appointment  and  r  emoval  of  judges  was  now  entrusted  to  his  charge, 
scholars  connected  with  the  Hanafi  school  were  appointed  judges  in  most  of 
the  places,  and  through  them  the  Hanafi  law  automatically  became  the  law 
of  the  realm.  Thirdly,  with  the  help  of  his  great  moral  and  intellectual  in¬ 
fluence  he  converted  the  Muslim  State,  which  had  assumed  an  autocratic 
character  since  the  time  of  the  Umayyads  and  was  going,  in  a  way,  without 
a  constitution,  into  a  State  guided  to  a  large  extent  by  a  constitution;  nay,  he 
actually  wrote  a  book  on  constitution  for  it,  which  has  luckily  come  down  to 
us  intact  in  the  shape  of  Kitab  al-Kharaj. 

But  before  we  speak  of  this  work  on  constitution  it  is  necessary  to  remove 
a  widespread  misunderstanding.  Abu  Yusuf’s  biographers  have  described  such 
stories  about  him  as  often  present  him  to  the  reader  as  one  given  to  flattery 
and  skilled  in  wresting  the  law  to  suit  the  desires  of  kings.  But  if  we  mark  the 
events  recorded  in  history  relating  to  abu  Yusuf’s  attitude  to  the  Caliphs  and 
their  ministers  and  generals,  it  becomes  impossible  for  us  to  believe  that  a 
mere  flatterer  could  dare  have  it.  In  Hadi’s  time  when  he  was  the  judge  of 
eastern  Baghdad  he  decided  a  case  against  the  Caliph  himself.83  In  Harun’s 
time  an  old  Christian  filed  a  suit  for  a  garden  against  the  Caliph.  Abu  Yusuf 
not  only  heard  the  case,  both  confronting  each  other,  but  also  asked  the 
Caliph  to  deny  on  oath  that  he  refused  to  accept  the  claimant’s  title  to  it. 
Even  after  this  he  was  sorry  all  his  life  why  he  did  not  make  the  Caliph 


82  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  pp.  211—39;  ibn  Khallikan.  Vol.  V,  p.  421. 

83  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  128. 
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stand  side  by  side  with  the  suitor.84  He  declared  ‘Ali  bin  ‘Isa,  Prime  Minister 
of  Harun  al-Rashid,  an  unreliable  witness  because,  he  said,  he  had  heard 
him  call  himself  the  Caliph’s  slave.  “If  he  is  a  slave  in  fact,”  contended  he, 
“his  witness  cannot  be  accepted.  If  he  is  not  and  calls  himself  so  for  flattery, 
he  is  a  liar  and  cannot  be  trusted.”86  The  same  punishment  he  gave  to  a 
general  of  Harun’s  forces.89  ‘Abd  Allah  bin  Mubarak  states  that  he  used  to 
go  to  Harun’s  palace  riding  right  up  to  the  private  enclosures  (where  even  the 
Premier  must  go  on  foot)  and  the  Caliph  was  always  the  first  to  greet  him.87 
Harun  was  once  asked  why  he  had  raised  abu  Yusuf  so  high.  He  replied,  “In 
whatever  branch  of  knowledge  I  tried  him  I  found  him  perfect.  Besides,  be 
is  upright  and  a  man  of  solid  character.  If  there  is  another  like  him  I’d  be 
pleased  to  see  him.”88  When  he  died  (182/798)  Harun  himself  accompanied 
the  funeral  procession  on  foot,  led  the  funeral  prayer,  buried  him  in  his  own 
family  graveyard  and  said  it  was  a  bereavement  on  which  all  the  believers 
should  condole  with  one  another.89  But  nothing  hears  out  all  that  has  been 
said  above  so  well  as  his  work  Kitab  al-Kharaj.  A  perusal  of  its  introduction 
alone  will  tell  that  it  is  just  beyond  an  adulator  to  say  such  things  as  he  did 
while  addressing  a  king. 

Kitab  al-Khardi. — In  Harun  al-Rashid,  abu  Yusuf  found  a  king  of  the  most 
conflicting  disposition  and  humours,  at  once  a  fierce  soldier,  a  luxurious 
monarch,  and  a  God  fearing  man.  Abu  al-Paraj  Asbahani  describes  him  in 
a  sentence :  “He  would  most  easily  melt  into  tears  in  response  to  an  exhortation 
or  admonition,  but  would  be  most  unrelentingly  cruel  in  response  to  something 
that  kindled  his  wrath.”90 

Abu  Yusuf,  prudently  avoiding  to  touch  upon  the  Caliph’s  failings,  skil¬ 
fully  set  to  work  on  his  religious  sentiment  bringing  to  bear  his  great  moral 
and  intellectual  influence  to  the  task,  and  pursued  this  steadily  till  the  Caliph’s 
heart  was  won  and  he  proposed  for  him  the  assignment  of  preparing  a  con¬ 
stitution  for  him  according  to  which  he  should  guide  the  affairs  of  the  State. 
This  was  how  the  Kitab  al-Khardi  came  to  be  written. 

The  name  of  this  book  misleads  one  into  thinking  that  its  scope  is  limited 
to  matters  of  revenue  only.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  deals  with  almost  all  the 
affairs  of  the  State.  Leaving  aside  all  other  details,  we  shall  here  examine  its 
contents  only  with  a  view  to  seeing  its  basic  conception  of  the  Islamic  State 
and  its  constitutional  character. 

Reversion  to  the  “ Right-guided ”  Caliphate. — The  first  thing  that  strikes  the 
reader  who  follows  Kitab  al-Khardi  closely  is  that  abu  Yusuf  desires  the  Caliph 


84  Al-Sarakhsi.  Kitab  al-Mabsiit.  Vol.  XVI,  p.  61 ;  al-Makki.  Vol.  II,  pp.  243-44. 

85  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  226-27. 

88  Ibid.,  p.  240. 

87  Ibid.;  Mulla  ‘Ali  Qari,  Dhail  al-Jaivdhir  al-Mudiyyah ,  p.  526. 

88  Al-Makki,  Vol.  II,  p.  232. 

88  Al-Kardari,  Vol.  II,  p.  120. 

•»  Kitab  al-Aghflni ,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  178. 
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to  give  up  the  Byzantine  and  Iranian  traditions  followed  by  the  Umayyad 
and  ‘Abbasid  kings  and  revert  faithfully  to  the  traditions  of  the  “Right- 
guided”  Caliphs.  Although  he  has  not  directly  asked  him  to  give  up  following 
his  forefathers,  yet  he  has  never  lapsed  even  into  quoting  the  conduct  or  the 
decisions  of  the  Caliph’s  forefathers  as  precedents  worth  following,  much  less 
those  of  his  Umayyad  predecessors.  In  every  matter  he  bases  his  argument 
either  directly  on  the  Qur’an  or  the  Sunnah  or  else  quotes  precedents  from 
abu  Bakr,  ‘Umar,  ‘Uthman,  and  ‘Ali.  If  he  has  ever  quoted  a  precedent 
from  a  later  period  it  is  not  from  Mansur’s  or  Mahdi’s  but  from  that  of  the 
Umayyad  Caliph  ‘Umar  bin  ‘Abd  al-‘Aziz.  In  preparing  this  book,  he  com¬ 
pletely  ignored  the  conventions  and  precedents  of  the  whole  one  hundred  and 
thirty-two  years  of  Umayyad  and  ‘Abbasid  reigns,  except  those  of  the  two 
and  a  half  years  of  ‘Umar  II’s  reign.  Abu  Yusuf’s  work  may  not  have  meant 
much,  had  it  been  done  by  some  ingenious  lawyer  in  his  private  capacity  as  a 
holy  sermon  for  those  who  might  like  to  follow  it.  But  done  as  it  was  by  the 
Chief  Justice-cum-Law  Minister  of  the  State  in  his  official  capacity,  at  the 
express  instance  and  request  of  the  Caliph,  it  becomes  something  extra¬ 
ordinarily  significant. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  book  abu  Yusuf  lays  down  the  basic  conception 
of  the  State  before  the  Caliph  in  these  words:  “0,  Commander  of  Believers, 
God,  the  sole  deserver  of  praise,  has  placed  on  you  a  heavy  responsibility  which 
carries  with  it  a  great  reward  and  a  great  punishment.  He  has  committed  to 
your  charge  the  affairs  of  this  community,  so  that  yours  is  the  duty  to  work 
for  a  large  number  of  people  day  and  night.  He  has  appointed  you  a  guard 
over  them,  given  you  their  trust,  and  tried  you  by  them,  for  you  are  to  con¬ 
duct  their  affairs  for  them.  An  edifice  founded  on  anything  except  fear  of 
God  does  not  take  long  to  crumble.  God  shakes  it  to  the  foundation  and  makes 
it  fall  on  its  builders,  and  on  them  that  helped  in  its  construction.  .  .  .  Kings 
will  be  called  to  account  by  God  as  a  shepherd  is  called  to  account  by  the 
owner  of  the  flock.  .  .  .  Take  not  the  crooked  path,  lest  your  flock  should 
follow  in  your  footsteps.  .  .  .  Treat  everybody  alike  in  the  Law  of  God,  whether 
one  is  akin  to  you  or  not.  ...  Go  not  into  the  presence  of  God  as  one  who 
has  been  committing  excesses,  for  the  Ruler  of  the  Day  of  Retribution  will 
judge  men  by  their  actions,  and  not  by  ranks.  Guard  against  wasting  the  flock 
entrusted  to  your  care,  lest  the  owner  of  the  flock  take  you  to  task  for  every 
little  sheep  of  it.”91 

After  this  he  continues  to  press  it  on  the  Caliph  everywhere  in  the  book 
that  he  is  not  the  owner  of  his  kingdom  but  the  Owner’s  Caliph  (lit.  deputy),92 
and  that  if  he  proved  a  just  ruler  he  would  see  the  best  imaginable  end;  but 
if  he  proved  unjust  he  would  meet  with  the  worst  punishment.93  At  one  place 
he  puts  before  him  the  words  of  ‘Umar  wherein  he  says,  “None  who  enjoys 

91  Kilab  al-Kharaj,  pp.  3,  4,  S. 

92  Ibid.,  p.  5. 

93  Ibid.,  p.  8. 
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the  right  of  commanding  obedience  has  risen  so  high  as  to  ask  anyone  to  obey 
him  in  disobedience  of  Ood.’’64 

Spirit  of  Democracy . — Abu  Yusuf  conceives  the  Caliph  to  be  answerable 
not  only  to  God  but  aho  to  the  public,  and  has  quoted  at  several  places  from 
the  sayings  of  the  Prophet  and  the  Companions  to  prove  that  the  Muslims 
have  an  unquestionable  right  to  criticize  their  rulers,  and  that  such  criticism 
contributes  to  the  good  of  the  people  and  the  State.96  “Enjoining  the  right 
and  forbidding  the  wrong  is  an  inalienable  right  and  a  duty  and  its  negligence 
in  a  community  is  equivalent  to  inviting  the  wrath  of  God  upon  its  head.”96 
It  is  the  duty  of  rulers  to  have  forbearance  for  truth  being  spoken  before 
them,  as  nothing  is  more  hurtful  in  a  ruler  than  his  being  short-tempered  and 
intolerant  of  criticism,97  and  the  Muslims  have  a  right  to  call  him  to  account 
in  respect  of  their  lawful  rights  on  trim  and  of  their  properties  that  have  been 
entrusted  to  his  care.98 

Duties  of  the  Caliph. — The  following  duties  of  the  Caliph  have  been 
specifically  mentioned:  to  establish  the  rights  of  God  and  enforce  the  limits 
prescribed  by  Him;  to  determine  correctly  the  rights  of  other  right-holders 
and  ensure  their  enjoyment  of  these  rights;  to  revive  the  conventions  of 
virtuous  rulers  (that  have  been  discarded  by  the  wicked  rulers  of  late) ;"  to 
check  injustice  and  redress  the  grievances  of  people  after  proper  scrutiny;100 
in  pursuance  of  the  orders  of  God,  to  command  people  to  obey  Him  and  stay 
away  from  the  commission  of  sins ;  to  apply  the  Law  of  God  on  himself  and 
others  alike,  without  regard  to  who  suffers  by  it;101  and  to  make  only  lawful 
exactions  from  people  and  expend  them  in  lawful  ways.102 

Duties  of  Muslim  Citizens. — As  opposed  to  these,  the  duties  of  the  Muslims 
toward  their  rulers,  as  described  in  this  book,  are  the  following.  They  have  to 
obey  them,  not  to  commit  acts  of  disobedience,  nor  lift  arms  against  them, 
nor  reproach  them  (unnecessarily),  nor  deceive  them.  They  have  to  put  up 
with  their  excesses,  to  be  sincerely  helpful  to  them,  to  try  to  check  them 
from  wrong  things  and  to  co-operate  with  them  in  all  that  is  good.103 

The  Exchequer. — He  calls  the  exchequer  a  trust  of  God  and  the  people  in¬ 
stead  of  its  being  the  Caliph’s  property.  Off  and  on  he  reminds  the  Caliph  of 
the  words  of  ‘Umar  wherein  he  compares  the  Caliph’s  position  in  relation  to  the 
exchequer  to  that  of  an  orphan’s  guardian  in  relation  to  the  orphan’s  pro¬ 
perty,  and  states  that  if  he  is  well-to-do,  he  should  not  take  anything  from 

81  Ibid.,  p.  117. 

95  Ibid.,  p.  12. 

86  Ibid.,  pp.  10-11. 

87  Ibid.,  p.  12. 

88  Ibid.,  p.  117. 

88  Ibid.,  p.  5. 

100  Ibid.,  p.  6. 

181  Ibid.,  p.  13. 

102  Ibid.,  p.  108. 

108  Ibid.,  pp.  9,  12. 
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it,  in  deference  to  the  advice  of  God,  and  manage  it  for  Him  without  any 
consideration ;  and  if  he  is  needy,  he  may  take  from  it  an  amount  which  every¬ 
body  will  recognize  as  just  and  proper.101  He  also  draws  his  attention  to 
'Umar’s  example  in  spending  from  the  exchequer  more  sparingly  than  one 
would  from  one’s  private  purse.  He  illustrates  his  point  by  reference  to  an¬ 
other  instance  where  ‘Umar,  appointing  a  judge,  a  governor,  and  a  revenue 
officer  for  Kufah,  allowed  them  to  take  a  goat  every  day  for  the  expenses  of 
their  board,  adding  at  the  same  time  that  a  land  from  which  the  officers  will 
pick  up  a  goat  every  day  would  soon  be  impoverished.105  The  Caliph  is  also 
asked  to  forbid  his  officials  to  spend  public  money  for  their  private  needs.106 

Principles  of  Taxation. — Abu  Yusuf  prescribes  the  following  principles  of 
taxation :  Only  the  surplus  wealth  of  people  should  be  taxed  and  the  burden 
of  taxes  should  fall  upon  the  people  with  their  consent.  The  tax  should  vary 
according  to  the  capacity  of  the  tax  payer.  Nobody  should  be  taxed  more 
than  he  can  pay.  The  tax  should  be  collected  from  the  wealthy  and  spent  on 
the  poor.107  Rates  of  tax  should  not  be  fixed  so  as  to  suck  the  blood  of  the 
people,  nor  should  the  tax  be  realized  by  coercive  methods.108  Government 
should  refrain  from  extorting  taxes  which  are  not  warranted  and  also  forbid 
its  officers  and  landlords  to  make  such  exactions.109  Non-Muslims  who  accept 
Islam  should  not  be  charged  the  poll-tax.110  The  practice  of  the  “Right-guided” 
Caliphs  is  quoted  as  authority  in  this  connection.  He  refers,  for  example,  to 
the  incident  related  to  Ali  that  while  in  public  he  advised  his  officials  to  realize 
every  penny  of  revenue  from  the  payers  and  not  to  be  at  all  lenient  to  them 
in  this  matter,  but  calling  them  apart  he  instructed  them  to  be  careful  not  to 
beat  anybody  or  make  them  stand  in  the  sun  or  press  them  so  hard  that  they 
should  be  obliged  to  sell  their  cattle  or  clothes  or  utensils  to  pay  the  tax.111  Or 
the  fact  that  ‘Umar  used  to  examine  thoroughly  his  revenue  officers  to  satisfy 
himself  that  the  farmers  were  not  dealt  with  too  harshly  in  the  exaction  of 
revenue,  and  when  the  collections  actually  came  in,  the  representatives  of 
the  common  people  were  summoned  to  bear  witness  that  no  Muslim  or  non- 
Muslim  peasant  was  unjustly  made  to  pay  the  tax.112 

Rights  of  non-Muslim  Subjects. — With  regard  to  the  rights  of  non-Muslim 
subjects  in  the  Islamic  State,  three  principles  are  quoted  again  and  again  on 
the  authority  of  ‘Umar : 

1.  Whatever  agreement  is  made  with  them  has  to  be  faithfully  observed. 


104  Ibid.,  pp.  36,  117. 

105  Ibid.,  p.  36. 

106  Ibid.,  p.  186. 

107  Ibid.,  p.  14. 

108  Ibid.,  pp.  16,  37,  109,  114. 

109  Ibid.,  pp.  109,  132. 

110  Ibid.,  pp.  122,  131. 

111  Ibid.,  pp.  15,  16. 

119  Ibid.,  pp.  37,  114. 


699 


A  History  of  Muslim  Philosophy 

2.  The  responsibility  for  the  defence  of  the  State  does  not  lie  on  them,  but 
on  the  Muslims  alone. 

3.  They  should  not  be  burdened  with  excessive  poll-tax  and  land  revenue.113 

Then  it  is  said  that  the  poor,  the  blind,  the  old,  the  recluse,  workers 

at  the  houses  of  worship,  women,  and  children  are  exempt  from  polltax; 
that  there  is  no  zaMl  (prescribed  charity)  chargeable  on  the  wealth  and 
cattle  of  the  non-Muslims;  that  none  is  allowed  to  resort  to  beating  or  in¬ 
flicting  other  physical  tortures  on  them  for  exacting  the  capitation,  as  the 
maximum  punishment  for  its  non-payment  is  only  simple  imprisonment.  To 
realize  more  than  the  fixed  amount  from  them  is  unlawful,  and  the  poor  and 
the  cripple  among  them  are  to  be  supported  from  the  State  exchequer.114 
Historical  incidents  are  related  to  make  the  Caliph  see  that  it  is  for  the  good 
of  the  State  to  be  kind  and  generous  to  the  non-Muslim  subjects.  It  was, 
according  to  him,  magnanimity  of  the  Muslims  that  in  the  days  of  ‘Umar 
won  for  them  the  hearts  of  the  Syrian  Christians  to  such  a  degree  that  they 
loved  them  more  than  their  co-religionists,  the  Romans.116 

Land  Settlement. — Abu  Yusuf  disallows  the  feudal  system  of  settlement  in 
which  the  government,  in  order  to  realize  the  revenue  from  the  farmers 
appoints  a  person  to  overlord  them,  allowing  him  to  exact  from  them  what¬ 
ever  he  likes  and  as  he  likes  so  long  as  he  guarantees  the  payment  of  govern¬ 
ment  dues.  lie  condemns  it  as  a  most  tyrannous  system  that  is  bound  to  lead 
to  the  ruin  of  the  country  and  vehemently  advocates  that  it  must  be  shunned 
at  all  costs.116  He  also  calls  it  unlawful  for  the  government  to  appropriate 
somebody’s  land  and  bestow  it  upon  another.  He  says:  “The  Caliph  is  not 
authorized  to  dispossess  any  person,  Muslim  or  non-Muslim,  of  anything  that 
belongs  to  him  unless  a  proved  or  valid  right  stands  against  him  in  law.  To 
snatch  from  one  to  make  over  to  another  is  like  committing  robbery  for  the 
sake  of  distributing  alms.117  Gifts  of  land  are  allowed  only  if  uncultivated, 
unowned,  or  uninherited  pieces  of  land  are  distributed  within  reasonable 
measure  for  purposes  of  cultivation  or  as  rewards  for  some  real,  useful  social 
service.  Such  donations  too  are  to  be  withdrawn  if  the  donees  fail  to  cultivate 
such  land  within  three  years,118 

Redress  of  Wrong. — After  this  he  tells  Harun  al -Rashid  that  it  is  not  lawful 
for  him  to  appoint  tyrants  and  corrupt  people  to  offices  of  State  or  to 
employ  them  as  officers  of  departments  or  governors  of  districts.  If  he  did 
so,  he  would  surely  share  the  retribution  for  the  wrongs  that  they  do.118  He 
asks  him  again  and  again  to  employ  honest,  righteous,  and  God-fearing  people 
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to  State  services.  He  emphasizes  that  in  addition  to  their  efficiency  the  govern¬ 
ment  should  also  satisfy  itself  with  regard  to  the  moral  character  of  its  servants, 
and  constantly  keep  a  watch  on  them  through  its  intelligence  department, 
and  if  they  tend  to  be  corrupt  or  fall  into  cruel  or  cunning  ways  the  Caliph 
should  know  of  their  conduct  and  call  them  to  account.120  He  also  tells  Harun 
that  the  Caliph  should  listen  regularly  to  the  grievances  of  the  people  himself, 
and  that  the  occurrence  of  injustice  could  be  made  to  stop  if  he  has  open 
court  even  once  a  month,  where  every  grieved  pei-son  is  allowed  to  put  his 
grief  before  the  Caliph  and  the  officers  are  made  to  realize  that  what  they 
do  may  one  day  reach  the  Caliph’s  ear.121 

The  Judiciary. — The  judiciary,  according  to  him,  is  meant  to  dispense  justice, 
pure  and  undiluted.  To  punish  one  who  is  not  guilty  or  to  let  one  who  is 
guilty  go  unpunished  are  alike  unpardonable.  But  none  should  be  punished 
on  doubt.  To  go  wrong  in  forgiveness  is  better  than  going  wrong  in  awarding 
punishment.  There  should  be  no  interference  in  the  course  of  justice,  nor 
should  anybody’s  recommendation,  position,  or  status  count.122 

Personal  Liberty. — Abu  Yusuf  also  maintains  that  nobody  can  be  incarcerated 
on  a  mere  accusation.  The  accused  person  must  be  given  a  regular  trial,  and 
witnesses  examined.  If  he  proves  guilty,  he  may  be  imprisoned;  otherwise  he 
should  be  set  free.  He  advises  the  Caliph  that  the  cases  of  those  who  lie  in 
prisons  should  be  examined  and  those  that  are  found  to  have  been  put  there 
without  sufficient  proof  or  witness  should  be  released.  For  the  future  all  the 
governors  should  be  instructed  not  to  imprison  anybody  on  the  basis  of 
mere  allegation  or  suspicion  without  giving  him  a  fair  trial.123  He  also  holds 
that  it  is  illegal  to  beat  or  flog  an  accused  person.  Every  person’s  back 
is  immune  from  punishment  unless  a  court  declares  him  worthy  of  the 
lash.124 

Jail  Reforms. — In  the  reforms  that  he  has  suggested  for  the  improvement 
of  prisons,  he  affirms  that  every  prisoner  has  a  right  to  receive  his  board  and 
clothing  from  the  Government  Exchequer.  He  severely  condemns  the  Umayyad 
and  ‘Abbasid  practice  of  daily  taking  out  the  prisoners  handcuffed  and  in 
chains  to  beg  for  their  food  and  clothes.  He  requests  the  Caliph  to  put  a 
stop  to  it  and  proposes  that  clothes  suited  to  the  season  and  sufficient  food 
should  be  given  to  every  prisoner  by  the  Government.  The  practice  of 
burying  the  deceased  heirless  prisoners  without  wash  and  coffin,  or  without 
the  funeral  prayer,  is  also  condemned  in  vigorous  terms.  “It  is  a  matter  of 
great  shame  for  the  Muslims,”  says  he.  The  proper  wrapping  and  burial  of 
these  prisoners  should  be  a  Government  charge.  He  has  also  recommended 
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that  no  prisoner  except  those  guilty  of  murder  should  be  kept  in  fetters  inside 
the  prison.126 

These  are,  in  brief,  the  constitutional  proposals  which  abu  Yusuf,  as  Law 
Minister  and  Chief  Justice  of  the  realm,  placed  before  an  autocrat  twelve  cen¬ 
turies  ago.  Placed  beside  the  basic  principles  of  an  Islamic  State  and  the  tra¬ 
ditions  of  the  “Right-guided”  Caliphate,  or  compared  with  the  teachings  of 
his  own  master  abu  Hanlfah,  they  look  far  short  of  them  indeed.  There  is  no 
trace  in  them  of  the  ideal  way  of  choosing  a  Caliph.  There  is  no  mention  of  the 
advisory  body,  called  the  shura,  guiding  the  administration  of  State  affairs, 
nor  of  the  idea  that  the  wicked  and  the  corrupt  have  no  right  to  rule  and  if 
they  come  in,  the  public  have  a  right  to  rise  in  revolt  against  them.  Not 
only  that;  many  other  important  things  also  are  missing  and,  judged  from 
these  and  other  such  considerations,  these  proposals  fall  short  of  the  true 
conception  of  an  Islamic  order.  But  this  should  not  lead  us  to  infer  that  abu 
Yusuf’s  conception  of  the  Islamic  State  was  restricted  to  the  limits  of  these 
proposals  of  Kitab  al-Khardj  and  that  he  did  not  want  anything  more  than 
what  he  put  down  there.  On  the  contrary,  what  we  find  here  describes  what 
he,  as  a  practical  thinker,  conceived  as  the  maximum  that  was  possible  and 
worthy  of  achievement  in  the  particular  circumstances  of  that  period  of  the 
‘Abbasid  regime.  In  fact,  the  idea  was  not  to  present  a  theoretically  perfect 
plan  without  regard  to  whether  it  was  capable  of  being  translated  into  practice 
or  not.  His  intention  was  to  draw  up  a  constitutional  plan  which,  in  addition 
to  satisfying  the  minimum  conditions  required  for  the  making  of  an  Islamic 
State,  should  promise  to  be  workable  in  the  circumstances. 
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AL-FARABI 

A 

SOCIETY  AND  ITS  GOAL 

An  account  of  the  life  and  philosophical  thought  of  abu  Nasr  Muhammad 
ibn  Tarkhan  al-Farabi  (d.  339/950)  has  been  already  given  in  a  previous 
chapter.  The  reader  must  have  noted  that,  while  recasting  the  philosophical 
views  of  Plato,  Aristotle,  and  other  Greek  thinkers,  al-Farabi  always  keeps 
in  view  the  Islamic  tenets  which  have  formed  the  inner  links  of  his  writings. 
In  his  political  philosophy,  he  has  followed  the  same  line.  Under  the  influence 
of  Plato  and  Aristotle  he  evolves  his  own  system  which  markedly  differs  from 
the  system  of  the  Greeks,  the  Iranians  as  well  as  the  Indians.  This  will  be 
shown  in  these  pages  which  have  been  prepared  in  the  light  of  his  (1)  Kitab 
Ara’  Ahl  al-Madinat  al-Fcidilah  (Book  on  the  Views  of  the  People  of  the 
Excellent  State),  (2)  Kitab  al-Siyasal  al-Madaniyyah  (Book  on  the  Civic 
Administration),  (3)  Kitab  Tahsil  al-Sa'adah  (Book  on  the  Achievement  of 
Happiness),  (4)  Kitab  al-Tanbih  ‘ala  Sabil  al-Sa‘adah  (Book  on  Caution  on 
the  Path  of  Happiness),  and  (5)  the  Bodleian  manuscript  of  his  Fusvl  al- 
Madini  (Chapters  on  the  Civilian). 

The  City-State. — According  to  al-Farabi,  the  City-State  ( madinah )  and  the 
family  State  (manzil)  arc  places  that  contain  inhabitants,  no  matter  whether 
their  dwellings  are  constructed  of  wood,  mud,  wool  or  hair.1 2 

The  house  or  family  is  limited  to  only  four  relationships:  husband  and  wife, 
master  and  slave,  father  and  son,  and  property  and  proprietor.  He  who  makes 
them  unite  in  co-operation  and  aims  at  providing  for  them  an  abode  with 
best  facilities  and  maintenance,  is  called  the  master  of  the  family.  He  is  in 
the  house  what  the  administrator  of  the  city  is  in  the  city.* 

Necessity  of  Society. — Men  are  naturally  so  constituted  that  they  need 
many  things  for  their  best  achievements.  Hence,  they  need  mutual  help 
and  co-operation — everyone  doing  his  best  for  obtaining  a  particular  kind 
of  object.  Thus,  by  uniting  their  individual  efforts  for  different  objects  they 
organize  different  societies.3 

The  greater  the  society,  the  better  are  the  facilities  it  achieves  for  its  indivi¬ 
duals.  The  grouping  of  men  is  not  confined  to  a  house.  It  extends  to  lanes, 
localities,  villages,  towns,  and  cities.  Men  work  for  the  welfare  of  society  and 
in  the  long  run  serve  the  State.  The  people  living  in  a  State  arce  ailed  a 


1  Al-Farabi,  Fusul  al-Madini,  Bodleian  MS.,  Fol.  97a. 

2  Ibid.,  Fol.  97  b. 

3  Kitab  Ara'  Ahl  al-Madinat  al-Fadilah,  p.  60. 


704 


A1  -Farabi 


nation  (ummah).  One  nation  can  be  distinguished  from  another  by  natural 
character,  temperament,  habits,  and  language.1 

Human  societies  are  either  perfect  or  imperfect.  The  perfect  society  may 
be  great,  middling,  or  small.  The  great  human  society  is  the  one  consisting  of 
several  nations  uniting  themselves  in  one  unit  and  helping  one  another.  The 
middling  one  is  the  society'  of  one  nation  in  a  part  of  the  world,  and  the  small 
is  the  society  of  the  people  of  a  city.6 

The  imperfect  society'  is  that  of  the  people  of  a  village,  a  locality,  a  lane, 
or  a  house,  the  last  being  the  smallest. 

Now,  the  highest  good  and  perfection  are  primarily  achieved  through  volition 
and  will.  Similarly,  evil  finds  its  scope  by  volition  and  will.  The  City-State 
can,  therefore,  develop  by  mutual  help  and  efforts  to  attain  some  evil  purpose 
or  to  attain  happiness.  The  city  in  which  the  members  of  the  society  co¬ 
operate  to  attain  happiness  is  in  reality  the  ideal  City-State  (al-madinat  al- 
fadilah),  the  society,  the  ideal  society,  and  the  nation,  the  ideal  nation.6 
In  this  State  the  citizens  help  one  another  to  achieve  qualities  of  the  greatest 
excellence  through  which  they  live  in  the  best  manner,  and  enjoy  the  best 
life  perpetually.7  But  if  they  help  one  another  to  obtain  the  bare  necessities 
of  life  and  its  preservati  on,  this  City-State  is  evidently  the  necessary 
State.8 

How  to  Achieve  Happiness. — Al-Farabi  speaks  of  happiness  both  of  this 
world  and  the  hereafter.  He  explains  that  when  human  factors  or  the  four 
excellences — speculative  virtues  (al-jada’il  al-nazariyyah),  theoretical  virtues 
(jad&’il  al-fikriyyah),  the  moral  virtues  (jada’il  al-khuluqlyyah),  and  the 
practical  arts  (al-sana‘at  al-‘amaliyyah) — form  the  qualities  of  a  nation  or 
of  the  people  of  a  city,  their  worldly  happiness  in  this  life  and  the  lasting 
happiness  in  the  next  are  insured. 

Speculative  virtues  (al-fadd’il  al-nazarxyyah)  represent  those  sciences  which 
aim  at  the  highest  object,  knowledge  of  existing  things  including  all  their 
requirements.  These  sciences  are  either  innate  in  man,  or  they  are  achieved 
by  effort  and  learning.9 

Now,  the  principal  factors  of  existing  bodies  and  accidents,  as  explained 
by  al-Farabi,  are  of  six  kinds  with  six  grades — the  first  cause  in  the  first 
grade,  the  secondary  causes  in  the  second  grade,  active  intellect  in  the  third 
grade,  soul  in  the  fourth  grade,  form  in  the  fifth  grade,  and  matter  in  the  sixth 
grade.  The  first  grade  is  confined  to  one  individual  only ;  it  cannot  have  more 
than  one.  But  other  grades  can  have  more  than  one  occupant.  Out  of  these 
six,  three,  viz.,  the  first  cause,  the  secondary  cause,  and  the  active  intellect, 


4  Kitab  al-Siydsat  al-Madanlyyah ,  p.  39. 

5  Ibid.,  p.  39. 

®  Kitab  Ara '  Ahl  al-Madinat  al-Fadilah,  p.  61. 

7  Fusul  al-Madini,  Bodleian  MS.,  Fol.  98  b. 

8  Ibid. 

8  Kitab  Tahsil  al-Saiadah,  p.  2. 
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are  neither  bodies,  nor  are  they  contained  in  bodies.  The  other  three:  soul, 
form,  and  matter  are  not  bodies,  but  exist  in  bodies.  As  for  bodies,  they  are  of 
six  types:  the  heavenly  bodies,  rational  animals,  irrational  animals,  plants, 
minerals,  and  the  four  elements.  All  these  six  bodies  as  a  whole  form  the 
universe.  The  first  to  be  believed  in  is  God,  the  Almighty,  who  is  the 
immediate  cause  of  the  existence  of  the  secondary  causes  and  the  active 
intellect.  The  secondary  causes  are  the  causes  of  the  existence  of  heavenly 
bodies  and  their  substance.  The  secondary  causes  should  be  called  the 
spirits,  the  angels,  and  so  on. 

The  function  of  the  active  intellect  is  to  attend  to  the  rational  animal, 
man,  and  to  enable  him  to  attain  to  the  highest  perfection  he  can  reach.  The 
highest  perfection  of  man  consists  in  his  highest  happiness  which  he  achieves 
when  he  raises  himself  to  the  stage  of  the  active  intellect  by  abstracting  him¬ 
self  from  bodies,  matter,  and  accidents,  and  continues  to  enjoy  this  perfection 
perpetually.  In  essence,  the  active  intellect  is  one  but  in  gradation  it  includes 
all  that  is  purified  from  the  rational  animal  and  attains  to  happiness.  The 
active  intellect  should  be  called  the  Holy  Spirit  (al-Ruh  al-Amin  or  al-Ruh 
al-Qudus )  or  the  like,  and  its  grades  be  called  the  spiritual  realm  ( al-malalcul ) 
or  the  like. 

Souls  have  three  grades:  souls  of  celestial  bodies,  souls  of  the  rational 
animals,  and  souls  of  the  irrational  animals.  The  souls  of  the  rational  ani¬ 
mals  are  the  rational  faculty,  the  appetitive  faculty,  the  imaginative  faculty, 
and  the  perceiving  faculty.  The  rational  faculty  equips  man  with  sciences 
and  arts,  and  enables  him  to  distinguish  good  from  evil  manners  and  actions. 
Through  this  faculty  man  inclines  to  do  good  and  avoid  evil  and  realizes  the 
useful,  the  harmful,  the  pleasant,  and  the  unpleasant.10 

(i)  The  rational  faculty  is  either  speculative  or  practical;  the  first  is  that 
through  which  man  obtains  the  knowledge  of  all  that  he  is  not  at  all  supposed 
to  know  by  his  own  effort,  and  the  second  is  that  through  which  he  knows 
all  that  he  can  know  if  he  wills  it  so.  The  second  is  again  divided  into  that 
through  which  arts  and  crafts  are  obtained  ( nmhani uyah ),  and  that  through 
which  imagination  and  insight  concerning  doing  or  not  doing  a  thing  are 
achieved  (marunyyah). 

(ii)  The  appetitive  faculty  manifests  the  human  inclination  of  wanting 
something  or  running  away  from  something,  of  desiring  or  not  desiring  some¬ 
thing,  of  giving  preference  to  something  or  avoiding  something.  All  psycho¬ 
logical  feelings — hatred,  affection,  love,  friendship,  enmity,  fear,  anger,  passion, 
mercy,  etc. — are  expressed  by  this  faculty. 

(iii)  The  faculty  of  imagination  retains  the  impression  of  the  sensible  objects 
after  they  have  disappeared  from  sense- perception,  unites  some  of  them  with 
some  others,  or  separates  some  of  them  from  some  others  both  in  wakefulness 


10  Kitdb  al-Siydsah,  pp.  3,  4. 
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and  sleep  producing  true  or  false  propositions.  This  faculty  also  perceives  the 
useful,  harmful,  pleasant,  and  unpleasant  manners  and  actions. 

(iv)  The  faculty  of  sense-perception  obviously  perceives  the  sensibles 
through  the  five  sense-organs — the  pleasant  and  the  unpleasant,  without  dis¬ 
criminating  between  the  harmful  and  the  useful,  and  without  distinguishing 
good  from  evil. 

The  three  faculties  other  than  the  rational  faculty  are  available  to  animals, 
imaginative  faculty  serving  them  as  the  rational  faculty  serves  man.  Some 
animals,  however,  possess  only  the  sensible  and  the  appetitive  faculties. 

The  celestial  souls  are  different  from  the  animal  souls  in  so  far  as  the  former 
are  actual  souls  that  understand  the  intelligibles,  whereas  the  latter  are  at 
first  potential  and  then  become  actual.11 

Having  explained  the  gradation  of  cosmos  and  the  relation  that  the  different 
grades  have  with  the  First,  al-Farabi  emphasizes  the  point  that  the  whole 
cosmos  depends  for  its  existence  on  God,  the  First  Necessary  Being. 

Man,  however,  understands  and  realizes  happiness  only  through  the  specu¬ 
lative  rational  faculty.  The  imaginative  and  the  sensitive  faculties  help  the 
rational  faculty  in  moving  man  towards  those  actions  which  lead  to  happiness. 
The  good  is  characterized  as  “voluntary.”  But  if  the  rational  faculty  feels 
happiness  only  by  making  an  effort  to  perceive  it,  while  other  faculties  do 
not  perceive  it,  then  sometimes  man  considers  the  pleasant  and  the  useful 
to  be  the  ultimate  ends  of  life.  Again,  when  one  becomes  indifferent  or  slow  in 
accomplishing  the  sensitive  rational  part  and  does  not  feel  happiness  in  doing 
so,  one  hastens  to  attain  to  it  by  exercising  one’s  appetitive  faculty  in  aiming 
at  and  making  all  effort  to  achieve  things  other  than  happiness  ;  and  in  this 
effort  one  is  assisted  also  by  the  faculties  of  imagination  and  sense-perception, 
and  produces  what  may  be  rightly  called  voluntary  evil. 

Similarly,  he  produces  only  evil  who  attains  to  happiness  which  he  does 
not  recognize  as  his  aim,  does  not  desire  it,  or  desires  it  with  a  faint  desire, 
and  adopts  something  other  than  happiness  as  his  end,  and  exerts  all  his 
faculties  to  achieve  that  end.12 

Since  man  has  been  created  to  achieve  happiness  which  is  the  highest 
perfection  that  remains  perpetually,  it  is  possible  to  obtain  it  through  the 
active  intellect  which  gives  primarily  the  first  intelligibles  or  the  first  objects 
of  knowledge.  But  men  differ  in  their  capacity  to  receive  the  primary  intel¬ 
ligibles. 


B 

HUMAN  NATURE 

Human  nature  is  not  the  same  in  all  individuals;  it  varies  in  accordance 
with  the  physical  qualities  of  individuals.  Some  can  easily  grasp  the  first 


11  Ibid.,  p.  5. 

12  Ibid.,  pp.  43-44. 
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intelligibles  or  the  first  known  things,  some  do  not  receive  them  directly. 
Again,  some  of  them  do  not  receive  anything  from  the  -first  intelligibles  in  a 
natural  way  at  all.  and  some  others  receive  them  in  a  way  different  from 
theirs.  There  are  still  others  who  receive  them  in  respect  of  their  own  selves. 
Human  beings  in  this  third  group  are  free  from  defect,  their  nature  being 
homogeneous,  prepared  to  receive  intelligibles  which  are  common  to  them 
and  through  which  they  advance  to  the  affairs  and  actions  that  are  common 
to  them.  After  this  stage,  they  differ  from  one  another,  as  some  receive  those 
intelligibles  which  are  peculiar  to  them,  and  are  not  common  to  others.  Those 
belonging  to  this  group  endeavour  towards  a  particular  genus  without  allowing 
anything  else  to  share  it.  Similarly,  human  beings  excel  one  another  in  the 
faculties  through  which  they  derive  the  objects  of  one  genus,  some  having 
the  ability  of  deriving  all  the  individuals  of  a  genus  and  others  perceiving 
only  a  few  individuals  thereof.  Again,  sometimes  it  so  happens  that  two  indi¬ 
viduals  do  not  prove  to  be  equal  in  their  capacity  of  deriving  the  external  ob¬ 
jects,  one  being  swift  and  the  other  slow,  or  one  being  swift  in  deriving  all  the 
individuals  of  a  genus,  and  the  other  perceiving  only  a  few  individuals  thereof. 
Again,  sometimes  it  so  happens  that  two  individuals  do  not  prove  to  be  equal 
in  their  capacity  of  deriving  the  external  objects,  one  being  swift  and  the 
other  slow,  or  one  being  swift  in  deriving  the  genus  of  the  greatest  excellence 
and  the  other  in  deriving  the  basest  of  the  genus.  It  is  also  possible  that  both 
are  equal  in  power,  but  one  is  able  enough  to  teach  what  one  has  derived,  and 
can  offer  guidance  to  others ;  but  the  other  has  no  such  power  of  teaching  and 
guiding  others.  They  also  differ  in  performing  corporeal  deeds. 

Natural  dispositions  do  not  oppose  one  another,  nor  do  they  insist  on  action ; 
but  they  facilitate  performance,  and  are  not  moved  by  anything  external 
towards  opposite  actions.  Even  if  they  are  moved  in  opposite  directions  they 
resist  and  offer  hindrance. 

All  these  natural  dispositions  require  a  suitable  teacher.  Hence,  they  are 
trained  in  matters  that  prepare  them  to  be  in  their  highest  or  nearly  highest 
perfection.  Some  are  trained  in  mean  things  which  produce  excellent  actions 
from  a  mean  genus.13 

People  have  different  calibres  by  nature,  and  they  vary  in  ranks  in  accordance 
with  the  ranks  in  genus,  arts,  and  sciences  for  which  they  have  naturally  been 
prepared.  They  also  differ  in  the  capacity  of  training  and  giving  guidance. 
Some  are  stronger  than  others,  and,  hence,  they  differ  in  receiving  training. 
For,  some  can  be  trained  for  the  whole  of  the  genus  of  the  work,  and  some 
can  be  trained  for  a  part  of  the  genus  only.  Now,  he  who  is  an  expert  in  im¬ 
parting  training  and  guidance  is  called  the  chief.1* 


13  Ibid.,  p.  46. 

14  Ibid .,  p.  47. 
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C 

EDUCATION 

Man  has  been  created  to  attain  to  the  highest  happiness  (sa‘adah).  He 
should,  therefore,  know  what  happiness  is  and  should  make  it  the  aim  of 
his  life.  He,  then,  needs  to  know  those  factors  and  arts  through  which  he  can 
achieve  happiness.  He  will  have  to  exercise  all  those  arts  which  will  enable 
him  to  attain  to  it.  But  since  it  has  been  explained  that  human  individuals 
differ  in  nature,  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  every  man  to  know  happiness  or 
those  factors  which  enable  him  to  reach  it  by  himself.  He,  therefore,  needs 
a  teacher,  a  guide.  Some  people  require  less  guidance  and  leaching,  and  some 
need  more.  It  is  also  not  necessary  that  one  should  learn  all  that  one  is 
taught,  or  receive  all  the  guidance  one  is  given.  Hence,  some  people  require 
constant  teaching  and  guidance  to  urge  them  to  do  what  they  have  been 
taught  to  do.15 

Teaching  (ta'lim)  means  creating  speculative  excellences  in  nations  and 
cities,  while  upbringing  (tadib)  is  the  method  of  creating  and  developing 
moral  virtues  and  scientific  arts  in  nations.  Teaching  is  possible  only  by  ex¬ 
pression;  tadib  or  discipline  is  to  make  nations  and  citizens  habituated  to 
the  deeds  done  through  scientific  habits.  That  is,  their  resolutions  will  move 
them  to  perform  those  actions,  so  much  so  that  these  resolutions  will  dominate 
their  souls,  and  they  will  become  devoted  to  those  actions.  To  exert  one’s 
resolution  to  do  something  is  possible  either  by  expression  or  by  performance. 
While  al-Farabi  agrees  with  Plato  in  the  system  of  education  and  in  learning 
from  childhood,  he  emphasizes  that  speculative  sciences  are  learnt  either  by 
kings  and  leaders  (imams)  or  by  those  who  preserve  these  sciences  and 
teach  kings  and  leaders  in  several  ways.  First  of  all,  they  should  know  the 
primary  axioms,  and  the  first  known  object  in  every  genus  of  speculative 
sciences,  then  they  should  know  the  various  forms  of  premises  and  their 
arrangement  through  which  they  can  lead  to  conclusions.  After  the}’  have 
completed  their  education,  and  have  accustomed  themselves  to  logical 
methods,  they  will  be  made  kings  in  each  of  the  partial  States,  and  will  be 
promoted  little  by  little  till  the  stage  of  the  great  State  is  achieved. 

Speculative  sciences  must  be  taught  through  convincing  methods.  Men  very 
often  understand  these  sciences  by  a  process  of  thinking,  because  they  under¬ 
stand  them  after  realizing  many  known  principles  which  are  not  corporeal. 
The  common  people  can  understand  their  images  by  the  method  of  convincing 
only.  The  teacher  should  also  distinguish  what  should  be  imparted  to  a  parti¬ 
cular  nation  and  how  to  make  it  common  to  all  nations  or  to  all  the  people 
of  every  city.  He  should  also  know  what  should  be  taught  to  the  entire 
nation,  or  city,  and  what  only  to  a  particular  group  in  the  city.  All  these 
distinctions  can  be  made  by  the  imaginative  virtue  which  enables  one  to 
achieve  the  speculative  virtues. 

15  Ibid.,  p.  48. 
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As  for  practical  virtues  and  practical  arts,  people  must  habituate  them¬ 
selves  to  practising  them  by  two  methods.  First,  the  teacher  should  train 
them  by  convincing  and  effective  expressions  to  engender  the  values  of  these 
actions  and  habits  perfectly  in  their  hearts  so  that  their  convictions  may 
move  them  to  perform  them  submissively.  Secondly,  he  should  use  the  method 
of  force  which  is  employed  for  the  disobedient  and  revolutionary  citizens, 
and  those  who  do  not  move  to  righteousness  meekly  on  their  own  accord  or 
by  persuasion.18 

The  virtuous  teachers  and  artists  can  be  divided  into  two  groups  in  respect 
of  the  above-mentioned  two  methods — one  group  teaching  and  training  those 
who  are  obedient,  the  other  group  teaching  the  disobedient.  In  both  respects 
the  king  is  the  teacher  of  nations  whom  he  trains  to  achieve  virtues,  and  the 
master  of  the  house  is  the  teacher  of  the  people  of  the  house.  Similar  is  the 
case  with  one  who  is  in  charge  of  children  or  the  youth.17 

The  Imaginative  Virtue. — The  imaginative  virtue  enables  a  man  to  think  of 
an  exceedingly  useful  purpose  which  is  common  to  the  comity  of  nations,  to  a 
nation,  or  to  a  city.  This  virtue  is  called  the  civil  imaginative  virtue.  But  if 
this  virtue  is  common  to  a  group  of  citizens  or  to  the  members  of  a  house 
only,  then  it  is  ascribed  to  that  particular  group  and  is  called  family  imaginative 
virtue,  or  State  imaginative  virtue.  Sometimes  this  virtue  is  further  divided. 
Since  it  is  derived  from  what  is  most  useful  and  beautiful  in  respect  of  a 
particular  art  or  profession  for  a  limited  time,  it  is  divided  into  the  various 
kinds  of  arts  and  professions.  The  most  accomplished  one  in  this  virtue  is  the 
strongest  one  who  succeeds  in  creating  a  great  State. 

The  imaginative  virtue  confined  to  different  aspects  of  the  State — de¬ 
fence,  finance,  and  so  on — is  followed  by  moral  virtue  which  is  related  to 
the  imaginative  virtue  as  the  imaginative  virtue  is  related  to  different  arts, 
professions,  or  families.  This  virtue  is  first  of  all  needed  for  organizing  and 
maintaining  the  army.  The  moral  virtue  alone  impels  the  warriors  to  display 
their  bravery,  and  the  best  kind  of  valour.  It  also  urges  citizens  to  earn  the 
wealth  of  the  State  with  honesty  and  legal  means.  In  fact,  it  plays  a  major 
role  in  all  departments  of  the  State.18 


D 

THE  CHIEF 

It  is  evident  that  every  man  cannot  be  the  chief.  People  differ  in  their 
intellectual  capacity,  in  physical  strength,  in  the  exercise  of  virtuous  deeds, 
and  in  the  acquisition  of  excellent  habits  of  t  hinking,  feeling,  willing,  and  doing. 
In  every  department  of  life  and  arts  the  strongest  person,  of  excellent  manners, 
who  also  knows,  acts,  and  directs,  is  the  chief  of  that  department,  the  rest 

18  Kitab  Tahsil  aI-Sa‘adah,  pp.  29-31. 

17  Ibid.,  p.  3i. 

18  Ibid.,  pp.  24-20. 
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being  the  subjects.  The  chief  is  either  one  of  the  first  rank  who  is  not  sub¬ 
servient  to  anyone,  or  he  is  of  the  second  rank,  dominating  some,  and  being 
dominated  by  some  others.  Such  ranks  develop  in  relation  to  the  forms  of 
art,  e.g.,  cultivation,  trade,  medical  profession,  or  in  respect  of  all  kinds  of 
human  beings.19 

The  first  chief  in  general  is  he  who  needs  no  help  from  anyone.  Sciences 
and  arts  are  his  property  in  actuality,  and  he  needs  no  guidance  from  any 
person  in  any  respect.20 

The  first  chief  of  the  excellent  (ideal)  city  is  one  who  is  chief  in  all  respects. 
His  profession  must  excel  all  the  rest  in  attaining  to  perfection,  and  in  intending 
by  all  actions  of  the  ideal  State  to  achieve  the  highest  happiness.  This  man 
is  not  subservient  to  any  other.  He  is  a  man  accomplished  in  all  virtues,  and, 
therefore,  he  is  intellect  and  intelligible  in  actuality,  having  his  imaginative 
faculty  naturally  so  perfected  as  to  be  able  to  receive  particulars  from  the 
active  intellect  either  in  themselves,  or  as  images  in  sleep,  or  in  wakeful  state. 
His  passive  intellect  receives  the  intelligibles  in  complete  perfection,  so 
that  nothing  which  has  become  an  intellect  in  actuality  is  denied  to  him. 
Whosoever  invests  his  passive  intellect  with  intelligibles  becomes  intellect 
and  intelligible  in  actuality.  His  understanding  of  himself  is  more  perfect, 
more  separable  from  matter,  nearer  to  the  active  intellect,  and  is  called  the 
derived  intellect.  This  derived  intellect  has  a  rank  between  the  passive  and  the 
active  intellect.  The  passive  intellect  is,  therefore,  like  matter  and  substratum 
for  the  derived  intellect  which  is  like  matter  and  substratum  for  the  active 
intellect.21 

The  rational  faculty22  which  is  the  natural  form,  supplies  material  sub¬ 
stratum  for  the  passive  intellect  and  makes  it  the  actual  intellect.  The  actual 
intellect  is  the  first  stage  at  which  man  is  called  man  and  being  human  be¬ 
comes  common  to  all  human  beings.  When  the  passive  intellect  and  the  natural 
form  become  one  in  the  same  way  as  the  composite  of  matter  and  form  be¬ 
comes  one  and  the  same  thing,  and  man  receives  the  human  form,  the  actual 
intellect  is  achieved;  and  when  the  natural  form  becomes  the  matter  of  the 
passive  intellect  which  has  thus  become  the  actual  intellect,  it  becomes  the 
matter  of  the  derived  intellect,  which  in  its  turn  becomes  the  matter  of  the 
active  intellect,  and  all  of  these  become  like  one  thing,  then  man  enjoys  the 
presence  of  the  active  intellect  in  himself.  If  the  active  intellect  is  present 
in  both  parts  of  the  rational  faculty — the  speculative  and  the  practical — 
then  man  receives  revelation  in  his  imaginative  faculty.  Allah  the  exalted 
and  sublime  sends  revelation  to  him  through  the  active  intellect.  If  the  active 
intellect  extends  what  it  receives  from  Allah  to  his  passive  intellect  through 
his  derived  intellect  and  then  to  his  imaginative  faculty,  then  man,  through 

19  Kitdb  al-Siydsat,  p.  48. 

20  Ibid.,  p.  49. 

21  Kitdb  Ard'  Ahl  al-Madinat  al-Fadilah,  pp.  64-65. 

22  Ibid.,  pp.  65,  66. 
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what  descends  upon  his  passive  intellect,  becomes  a  wise  philosopher  and 
possessor  of  perfect  understanding,  and  through  what  descends  upon  his 
imaginative  faculty,  a  prophet,  a  Warner  against  what  is  going  to  take  place, 
and  an  informer  of  what  particulars  exist,  as  he  understands  them  from  God. 
This  man  is  in  the  most  perfect  stage  of  humanity  and  in  the  highest  place 
of  blessing,  his  soul  being  perfect,  united  with  the  active  intellect  in  the  manner 
described.  This  is  the  man  who  is  aware  of  every  action  that  would  enable  one 
to  achieve  grace  and  is  the  chief,  the  leader,  who  cannot  be  led  by  anybody 
else. 


E 

CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  CHIEF  OF  THE 
IDEAL  STATE 

The  Imam  or  the  chief  of  the  ideal  State  is  the  chief  of  the  ideal  nation, 
and  for  the  matter  of  that,  of  the  whole  inhabited  part  of  the  earth.  This 
position  is  only  attained  by  a  man  who  naturally  possesses  the  following 
twelve  characteristics  as  his  second  nature : 

(1)  Sound  health,  and  perfect  organs,  performing  their  functions  with  ease 
and  facility  and  in  harmony  with  all  faculties. 

(2)  Intelligence  and  sagacity,  so  as  to  be  able  to  grasp  the  intention  of 
a  speaker  in  his  particular  situations  and  circumstances. 

(3)  Good  memory,  so  as  to  retain  in  his  mind  all  that  he  understands, 
sees,  hears,  and  perceives. 

(4)  Prudence  and  talent,  to  understand  a  problem  from  the  perspective 
in  which  it  has  been  presented  to  him. 

(5)  Eloquence,  so  that  his  tongue  may  assist  him  in  expressing  in  a  per¬ 
fect  manner  all  that  is  in  his  mind. 

(6)  Devotion  to  education  and  learning,  and  submission  to  receive  know¬ 
ledge  with  ease  without  feeling  any  annoyance. 

(7)  No  greed  for  food,  drink,  and  sex;  avoidance  of  play;  and  dislike  of 
pleasures  caused  by  these. 

(8)  Friendliness  towards  truth  and  truthful  persons  and  condemnation  of 
falsehood  and  those  who  are  inclined  to  falsehood. 

(9)  Bigness  of  heart,  loving  nobility,  and  natural  magnanimity  without 
any  trace  of  meanness. 

(10)  Indifference  to  dirham  and  dinar  and  other  forms  of  wealth. 

(11)  Devotion  by  nature  to  justice  and  just  people,  abhorrence  of  injustice 
and  oppression  and  unjust  and  oppressive  people;  offering  half  of  one’s 
possessions  and  those  of  one’s  family  to  help  the  oppressed,  and  urging 
others  to  do  the  same;  helping  everything  good  and  beautiful;  and 
being  easy  to  bend  to  justice  but  difficult  to  oppression  and  evil. 

(12)  Strong  resolution,  courage,  and  promptitude  without  any  sign  of  fear 
or  psychological  weakness. 
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If  a  person  possessed  of  these  qualities  happens  to  live  in  an  ideal  State  he 
is  the  chief. 

It  is,  however,  impossible  to  have  all  these  qualities  in  one  man.  People 
are  scarcely  equipped  with  all  of  them.  If  no  one  having  these  qualities  is 
found  in  the  State,  the  laws  promulgated  by  a  former  chief  or  his  successors 
should  be  kept  in  force. 

The  second  chief  who  succeeds  the  first  should  fulfil  at  least  the  following  six 
requirements.  (1)  He  should  be  wise  and  philosophical;  and  (2)  learned  and 
abreast  with  the  laws,  customs,  rites,  and  rituals  adopted  by  his  predecessor  to 
discharge  the  function  of  the  ideal  State  with  all  perfection.  (3)  He  should  be 
an  expert  in  deriving  principles  in  case  he  does  not  find  any  law,  and  (4)  far¬ 
sighted,  possessing  an  insight  to  frame  rules  and  regulations  in  accordance  with 
the  conditions  and  circumstances  he  finds  himself  in,  and  capable  of  keeping  up 
the  reforms  he  introduces.  (5)  He  should  also  be  well  experienced  and  eloquent 
in  giving  directions  to  urge  the  people  to  follow  him  in  accordance  with  the 
Sha.rVah.  (6)  In  addition  he  should  be  skilful  in  physical  display  of  exercises 
needed  in  warfare,  and  in  the  use  of  arms,  ammunition,  and  other  equipments. 
In  other  words,  this  ruler  must  have  insight  to  derive  inferences  from  the 
possessed  records  of  the  customs,  rites,  and  rituals,  and  accurate  opinion  in 
understanding  the  events  that  take  place  and  may  increase  the  prosperity 
of  the  State.  He  must  have  the  power  to  convince  others  and  struggle  hard. 
This  sovereign  is  called  the  king  of  the  tradition,  and  the  State  is  called 
al-mulk  al-sunnah,  the  country  of  traditions  and  customs. 

If  all  the  conditions  described  for  the  chief  are  not  found  in  one  man,  and 
are  available  in  two  persons — one  wise,  and  the  other  possessing  other  qualities 
— -then  both  will  be  the  chiefs  of  the  State.  If,  however,  these  conditions  are 
scattered  in  a  group  of  people  agreeable  to  work  together,  then  these  members 
will  be  the  ideal  chiefs.  But  if  wisdom  does  not  form  a  part  of  the  State 
while  other  conditions  are  fulfilled  entirely,  the  city  will  be  best  without  a 
sovereign,  but  it  will  be  exposed  to  destruction.  The  State  without  a  philoso¬ 
pher  to  whom  it  may  be  entrusted  will  perish  in  no  time.23 


F 

THE  IDEAL  STATE 

The  sovereigns  of  an  ideal  State  who  succeed  one  another  are  all  like  one 
soul,  as  if  there  were  one  king  who  continued  all  the  time.  Similar  is  the  case 
with  a  group  of  people  who  administer  the  State  together  at  a  time  in  one 
or  more  than  one  city.  The  whole  group  is  just  like  one  sovereign,  their  souls 
being  like  one  soul.  Uniformity  is  found  in  every  stage  and  in  every  part  of 
the  State,  and  people  flourishing  at  different  times  look  as  if  they  were  one 

33  Ibid.,  p.  67. 
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soul  working  all  the  time  in  the  same  way.  If  there  is  continuity  and  harmony 
at  a  particular  stage,  even  different  groups  of  people,  whether  of  one  or  more 
than  one  State,  would  appear  as  one  soul.84 

The  people  of  the  ideal  State  have  something  common  to  all  of  them  in 
their  learning  and  acting.  But  different  groups  of  people  belonging  to  different 
ranks  and  stages  have  some  sciences  and  deeds  peculiar  to  them.  Through 
both  of  these,  people  achieve  happiness,  and  by  displaying  these  they  obtain 
an  ideal  psychical  form.  This  form  grows  stronger  and  stronger  and  better  and 
better  by  constant  performance  of  those  deeds.  For  example,  the  art  of  writing 
has  some  prerequisite  performances.  The  more  they  are  executed  by  the  expert, 
the  greater  is  the  excellence  of  his  art.  Not  only  that.  The  scribe  enjoys  his 
art  by  repeating  his  exercises,  and  grows  in  love  for  it.  The  same  is  the  ease 
with  happiness  which  increases  with  the  constant  practice  of  deeds  that  lead 
to  it.  The  soul  grows  in  happiness  to  such  a  degree  that  it  becomes  free  from 
matter.  It  does  not  perish  with  matter,  for  it  is  no  longer  required  for  its 
existence.  At  this  stage,  being  separated  from  matter,  the  soul  frees  itself  from 
all  corporeal  qualities  so  much  so  that  even  movement  and  rest  cannot  be 
ascribed  to  it.  As  this  state  is  very  unusual,  it  is  very  difficult  to  form  an 
idea  of  it. 


G 

ARTS  AND  BLESSINGS 

As  arts  have  three  grades,  happiness  or  bliss  is  also  divided  into  three 
grades  in  respect  of  species,  quality,  and  quantity.  There  are  such  species  of 
art  as  weaving,  cloth- trading,  perfumery,  and  sweeping;  or  as  dancing, 
jurisprudence,  philosophy,  and  rhetoric.  Thus,  arts  excel  one  another  in  differ¬ 
ent  species.  He  artists  of  the  same  art  excel  one  another  in  skill  and  efficiency. 
Two  scribes,  for  example,  differ  in  their  skill,  because  besides  a  good  hand,  their 
art  requires  some  knowledge  of  lexicon,  rhetoric,  and  arithmetic.  Now,  one  may 
be  an  expert  in  good  hand  and  rhetoric,  another  in  good  hand,  lexicon,  and 
rhetoric,  and  yet  another  in  all  the  four  arts.  Again,  two  scribes  may  differ  in 
the  quality  of  their  art,  for  one  of  them  may  be  better  than  the  other. 

Similarly,  happiness  excells  in  species,  quantity,  and  quality. 

The  people  of  an  imperfect  State  have  but  little  virtue.  They  have  evil 
psychical  forms  and  their  actions  are  not  good.  The  greater  their  activity, 
the  more  does  their  profession  display  defect  and  imperfection.  In  conse¬ 
quence  they  become  ill  inasmuch  as  they  do  not  enjoy  edibles,  and  become 
annoyed  with  beautiful  and  excellent  things.  Some  of  them  even  regard  them¬ 
selves  as  healthy  and  perfect,  though  they  are  actually  not  so,  and  do  not  pay 
any  heed  to  the  advice  of  the  physician  or  the  well-wisher. 


“  Ibid.,  p.  70. 
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H 

INHABITANTS  OF  THE  IDEAL  STATE 

The  excellent  or  the  ideal  State  consists  of  five  kinds  of  people :  the  excellent, 
the  linguists,  the  secluded,  the  struggling,  and  the  steady.  The  excellent  people 
are  the  philosophers,  the  intellectuals,  and  “the  People  of  Opinion”  in  great 
affairs.  As  for  linguists,  they  are  the  orators,  speakers,  poets,  musicians, 
writers,  and  the  like.  The  secluded  people  are  the  mathematicians,  statisticians, 
physicians,  astronomers,  and  the  like.  The  struggling  people  are  the  fighters, 
the  defenders,  and  all  those  who  take  their  place.  The  steady  are  those  who 
earn  money  in  the  city,  for  example  cultivators,  traders,  and  those  engaged 
in  other  pursuits.25 


I 

IMPERFECT  STATES 

The  excellent  State  as  explained  above  is  the  State  administered  by  the 
best  and  most  talented  who  aim  at  prosperity  and  happiness  for  all  and 
sundry.  If  its  constitution  fails  to  provide  the  people  with  prosperity,  and 
the  rulers  do  not  possess  the  qualities  of  ideal  rulers,  then  the  State  ceases 
to  be  excellent  and  is  called  the  evil-doing  State  (al-madinat  al-fdsiqah),  the 
ignorant  State  (al-madinat  al-jahilah)  or  the  astray-going  State  (al-madinat 
al-ddllah).  People  in  the  evil-doing  State  are  like  weeds  in  a  field.  They  are 
no  better  than  savages  and  can  have  no  organization  worthy  of  a  State.26 

As  for  the  people  of  the  ignorant  State,  they  possess  their  own  constitution 
and  culture.  But  their  civic  organizations  vary.  They  look  after  the  necessities 
of  life  in  a  necessary  State,  organize  the  society  of  the  contemptible  in  the 
contemptible  State,  the  society  of  the  vile  in  the  vile  State,  the  society  of  the 
extravagant  in  the  extravagant  State,  the  society  of  the  dominant  in  the 
dominant  State,  or  the  society  of  the  free  in  the  social  State. 

The  necessary  organization  is  the  State  which  endeavours  to  earn  what  is 
evidently  necessary  for  the  constitution  and  the  upkeep  of  the  body.27  The 
State  of  the  contemptible  is  the  one  which  tries  to  achieve  wealth  in  abundance ; 
and  the  money  which  they  hoard  due  to  the  love  of  wealth  and  niggardliness 
is  spent  only  for  the  needs  of  the  body.  The  vile  State  broods  over  sensuous 
pleasures  and  achieves  the  best  means  for  the  sake  of  pleasure  only.  This  State 
is  the  most  coveted  one.  The  extravagant  State  is  the  organization  of  the 
profusely  generous  in  which  the  individuals  help  one  another  to  reach  nobility 
in  expression  and  action.  The  people  of  this  State  are  called  generous  either 


25  Fu.yul  al-Madini,  Bodleian  MS.,  pp.  40-41;  [ Proceedings  of  the  Fourth] 
Pakistan  Philosophical  Congress,  p.  336. 

26  KiUlb  al-Siydsat,  p.  57. 

22  Ibid.,  p.  58. 
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by  themselves  or  by  the  people  of  other  States.28  This  is  the  best  State  among 
all  the  States  of  the  ignorant. 

The  State  of  the  dominant  people  tries  to  overpower  others  in  power  and 
wealth;  they  shed  blood,  subjugate  others,  and  indulge  in  all  sorts  of  pleasures. 
The  State  of  the  dominant  excels  the  State  of  the  generous  in  showing  power.29 
As  for  the  social  State,  everybody  is  free  in  it  to  do  whatever  he  likes,  and 
believes  that  no  man  has  any  superiority  over  the  others  by  any  means.  But 
independence  often  leads  to  extremes,  and,  therefore,  there  arise  in  this  State 
different  rites  and  rituals,  customs  and  manners;  and  people  are  misled  by 
evil  propensities.  Thus,  this  State  splits  into  different  groups  and  parties. 

In  all  these  States  there  is  always  unrest  prevailing  among  the  people,  as 
everybody  tries  to  become  the  chief  and,  by  virtue  of  his  wits,  to  lead  the 
State  to  prosperity  and  happiness. 

The  evil-doing  States  differ  from  the  States  mentioned  above  in  so  far  as 
the  people  of  these  States  believe  in  the  principles  held  and  the  forms  of 
happiness  conceived  by  the  people  of  the  excellent  State,  and  also  invite  others 
to  do  the  same,  but  they  themselves  do  nothing  to  achieve  their  object,  nor  do 
they  try  by  action  to  attain  the  happiness  they  believe  in.  On  the  contrary, 
they  incline  to  their  own  whims  and  propensities,  that  is  to  say,  they  like  to 
enjoy  power,  nobility,  and  domination,  and  direct  their  actions  towards  their 
achievement.  In  activities  these  States  are  like  the  States  of  the  ignorant. 
In  manners  their  peoples  resemble  the  peoples  of  the  said  States.  The  peoples 
of  these  two  sets  of  States  differ  only  in  belief.  None  of  these  States  ever 
achieve  happiness  and  prosperity. 

The  astray-going  States  are  those  whose  people  suffer  from  some  delusion. 
They  adopt  such  principles,  actions,  and  deeds  as  appear  to  them  to  be  those 
of  the  excellent  State,  but  in  fact  are  not.  The  same  is  true  of  their  goal  of 
happiness  and  prosperity  which  they  conceive  to  be  so  but  which  actually  is 
not  so. 

The  offsprings  of  the  societies  which  develop  in  these  States  are  of  various 
types  and  all  of  them  aim  at  personal  gain  and  victory  and  not  at  real  happiness 
and  true  prosperity.20 


J 

CONCLUSION 

According  to  al-Farabi,  the  chief  of  the  State  should  be  physically  free 
from  all  defects,  and  should  have  a  sharp  intellect,  memory,  and  wit.  He 
should  be  devoted  to  sciences,  truth-loving,  and  not  easily  upset  by  diffi¬ 
culties,  contented,  without  greed  for  things  to  eat,  and  disinclined  towards 
sensuous  pleasures.  He  should  abhor  falsehood  and  liars,  be  ambitious  with 


28  Ibid.,  pp.  59-60. 
28  Ibid.,  p.  64. 

20  Ibid.,  p.  74. 
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lofty  ideals,  a  lover  of  justice,  without  thought  of  wealth  or  worldly  position, 
and  should  have  strong  resolution,  boldness,  and  courage.  Plato’s  philosopher- 
king  has  also  been  described  as  truth-loving,  fond  of  the  knowledge  of  existents, 
one  who  keeps  away  from  vice,  is  free- thinking,  intelligent,  sagacious,  witty, 
and  ambitious.  But  the  State  of  al-Farabi  is  international  in  character.  While 
the  State  of  Plato  is  only  a  City-State,  that  of  al-Farabi  can  be  as  vast  as  a 
World- State.  Plato  wants  to  entrust  the  affairs  of  the  State  to  a  group  of 
philosophers  and  names  the  organization  “aristocracy.”  Al-Farabi  not  only 
calls  the  Head  of  the  State  Imam  but  identifies  him  with  a  prophet.  It  is  in 
the  absence  of  the  Imam  or  the  second  chief  who  has  the  necessary  qualities 
to  follow  the  tradition  of  the  Imam  that  he  entrusts  the  affairs  of  the  State 
to  a  group  of  individuals  who  between  themselves  possess  most  of  the  qualities 
of  the  chief.  It  is,  therefore,  not  true  to  say  that  al-Farabi  has  based  his  theory 
entirely  on  the  Republic  of  Plato,  or  that  he  is  simply  Aristotelian  in  his 
thought. 
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Chapter  XXXVI 
AL-MAWARDI 
A 

LIFE  AND  WORKS 

Abu  al- Hasan  al-Mawardi  was  born  in  Basrah  (c.  364/974)  which  was  then 
one  of  the  principal  seats  of  learning  and  education  in  the  Muslim  world.  He, 
therefore,  got  all  his  education  there  and  rose  in  literary  renown  at  an  early 
age.  He  specially  prepared  himself  for  the  judicial  profession  and  obtained  an 
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appointment  in  the  State  service.  As  a  judge  he  served  at  various  places  and 
was  finally  posted  in  Baghdad.  In  the  year  429/1037  the  Caliph,  al-Qadir, 
summoned  four  jurists  representing  the  four  schools  of  Islamic  Law  to  write 
a  legal  epitome.  Al-Mawardi  was  chosen  to  represent  the  Shafi'ite  school  and 
he  wrote  Kitdb  al-lqna ‘ ;  al-Quduri  produced  his  famous  al-Mukhtasar  for  the 
Hanafites.  The  other  two  books  were  of  no  importance.  The  Caliph,  however, 
recognized  al-Mawardi’s  work  as  the  best  and  in  appreciation  of  his  merit 
appointed  him  as  the  Aqda  al-Quddt.  This  designation  was  objected  to  by 
many  leading  jurists  like  abu  al-Tayyib,  al-Tabari,  and  al-Simyari,  who  said 
that  it  did  not  become  anyone  except  God.  But  al-Mawardi  took  no  notice 
of  these  objections  and  retained  the  designation  till  his  death  in  450/1058, 
because  the  same  jurists  had  previously  approved  the  title  of  Malik  al-Mvluk 
al-A  ‘zam  for  Jalal  al-I)au)ah,  the  Bu waihid  chief. 

Although  al-Mawardi  was  a  staunch  Sunnite  and  Shafi'ite  jurist,  he  had 
the  good  fortune  of  being  equally  favoured  by  both  the  Buwaihids  and  ‘Abba- 
sids.  But  the  Shi'ite  Buwaihids  favoured  him  out  of  diplomacy,  because  he 
was  often  helpful  in  settling  their  everyday  quarrels  with  the  palace,  for,  writes 
Yaqut,  “He  was  held  in  great  esteem  by  the  Buwaihid  Sultans  who  deputed 
him  to  negotiate  between  them  and  their  opponents,  and  were  pleased  with 
his  mediation,  and  affirmed  his  settlements.” 

Al-Mawardi  was  acclaimed  as  one  of  the  ablest  men  of  his  age.  He  was  not 
only  a  distinguished  judge  but  also  a  distinguished  author.  He  wrote  mostly 
on  law  and  politics.  His  well-known  extant  works  are:  Kitdb  al-Hawi,  al-lqna ‘, 
Siyasat  al-Mulk,  Qawanin  al-Wizarah,  Adah  al-Dunya  w-al-Din,  and  al-Ahlcam 
al-Sultdniyyah.  But  it  is  this  last  work  on  which  his  fame  chiefly  rests.  In 
Muslim  history  it  is  one  of  the  first  scientific  treatises  on  political  science  and 
State  administration.  A  detailed  discussion  of  this  will  be  taken  up  in  the 
following  pages. 

Here  a  note  of  explanation  seems  to  be  necessary.  Ibn  Khallikan  quotes 
a  report  that  none  of  al-Mawardl’s  writings  were  published  in  his  life-time 
because  the  author  had  grave  doubts  as  to  whether  he  was  really  honest  and 
correct  in  his  speculations.  This  report  cannot  be  accepted  as  true,  particularly 
with  reference  to  al-Ahkdm  al-Svltdniyyah,  because  there  exists  another  book 
with  the  same  title  by  abu  Ya'la  al-Farra’,  who  was  a  contemporary  of  al- 
Mawardi  and  who  died  in  458/1066.  Abu  Yaia’s  book  is  almost  an  exact 
replica  of  al-Mawardi’s  work  so  far  as  its  pattern  and  subjects  of  discussion 
are  concerned.  Even  the  language  and  arguments  are  almost  the  same  as  in 
al-Mawardi  in  most  places.  It  is,  therefore,  certain  that  abu  Ya‘la  had  seen 
the  published  work  of  al-Mawardi  while  the  latter  was  still  alive,  because  the 
dates  of  their  deaths  are  so  approximate  to  each  other,  and  because  it  is  not 
proved  that  abu  Ya'la  had  personal  relations  with  al-Mawardi.  This  conclusion 
is  further  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  Yaqut,  who  died  in  626/1229,  does 
not  mention  this  story,  and  the  authority  of  ibn  Khallikan,  who  died  in  681/ 
1282,  cannot  be  accepted  in  this  matter. 
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B 

POLITICAL  THEORY 

Al-Mawardi's  main  political  thought  is  embodied  in  his  al-Ahkam  al-Sulta- 
nlyyah.  Only  a  small  portion  of  the  work  is,  however,  devoted  to  political 
theory,  the  rest  of  it  discusses  the  details  of  public  administration  and  rules 
of  government.  But  this  small  portion  is  extremely  important  because  it  is 
the  first  attempt  in  Muslim  history  to  evolve  a  comprehensive  theory  of  the 
State,  and  because  it  has  left  an  enduring  influence  on  the  course  of  Muslim 
political  thought  up  to  our  own  day. 

Further,  although  we  know  that  al-Mawardi  profited  a  good  deal  from  pre¬ 
vious  sources  in  the  elaboration  of  his  theory,  for  he  says  that  it  is  the  epitome 
of  the  views  of  various  schools  of  jurisprudence,  we  do  not  possess  in  our 
hands  today  any  source  discussing  comprehensively  the  problem  of  the  Cali¬ 
phate  dating  back  beyond  the  fifth/eleventh  century.  The  Usui  al-Dln  of 
‘Abd  al-Qahir  al-Baghdadi  gives  theologically  a  more  copious  discussion  of 
the  Imamate  than  al-Mawardi’s  book,  but  al-Baghdadi  (d.  429/1037)  was  a 
contemporary  of  al-Mawardi.  Hence  the  conclusion  is  that  most  of  al-Mawardi’s 
ideas  are  partly  a  heritage  of  the  past  and  partly  a  clever  manipulation  of 
the  opinions  current  in  his  own  time. 

A  closer  examination  of  his  work,  however,  discloses  that  he  is  not  a  mere 
recorder  of  facts  handed  down  to  him  but  a  shrewd  statesman  and  diplomat. 
There  is  enough  historical  data  to  sanction  the  view  that  on  many  fundamental 
questions  al-Mawardi’s  opinions  were  dictated  by  the  exigencies  of  his  time 
and  the  special  circumstances  of  his  life.  In  the  preface  to  his  al-Ahkam  al- 
SuUamyyah  he  writes,  “Since  these  principles  of  royalty  are  mainly  concerned 
with  the  conduct  of  rulers,  and  since  the  direct  application  of  these  principles 
to  the  entire  business  of  government  prevents  the  rulers  from  an  inquiry  into 
their  true  nature,  and  because  these  rulers  are  too  much  engrossed  in  State 
affairs  and  diplomacy,  I  have  brought  out  a  separate  book  discussing  all  of 
them,  in  obedience  to  the  behest  of  one  whose  allegiance  is  essential  in 
order  that  he  may  be  informed  of  the  different  schools  of  law  and  may  know 
what  the  people  owe  to  him  so  that  he  may  demand  its  fulfilment,  and  what 
he  owes  to  them  so  that  he  may  try  to  fulfil  it.  [And  he  has  asked  to  be  informed 
about  these  things]  out  of  love  for  justice  in  his  enactments  and  decisions, 
and  for  the  sake  of  equity  in  his  imposts  and  rewards.”1  The  mention  of 
authority  in  this  passage  refers  to  the  Caliph,  especially  because  al-Mawardi 
had  been  raised  to  the  high  office  of  Aqda  al-Qudat ,a  and  represented  the 
Caliph  in  his  negotiations  with  the  Buwaihids. 

Further,  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  declining  power  of  the  Buwai- 


1  Al-Mawardi,  al-Ahkam  al-Sultaniyyah,  p.  1 . 

1  Literally  “the  greatest  Judge,”  but  paradoxically  enough  the  office  was  sub¬ 
ordinate  to  that  of.  the  Qadi  al-Qudat.  the  Chief  Justice  (Yaqut,  Vol.  V,  p.  407). 
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hids  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth/eleventh  century,  because  of  internal  con¬ 
flicts  and  insurrections  in  the  army  and  because  of  Mahmud  of  Ghaznah’s 
solicitations  for  the  ‘Abbasids,  made  the  Caliph  al-Qadir  and  his  son  al-Qa’im 
aspire  to  regain  the  lost  glory  of  their  forefathers.  The  first  step  in  this  direc¬ 
tion  was  the  legal  definition  and  exposition  of  the  powers  and  prerogatives 
of  the  Caliph  which  had  well-nigh  been  forgotten  and  had  fallen  into  oblivion. 

The  historical  situation  explains  al-Mawardi’s  efforts  to  propound  a  theory 
of  the  Caliphate  in  which  everything  depends  on  the  authority  of  the  Caliph, 
in  an  age  in  which  the  prestige  of  the  Caliphate  had  fallen  to  its  lowest  ebb. 
Al-Mawardi's  endeavours  have  been  supposed  to  be  directed  to  the  theoretical 
discussion  of  an  ideal  State.  This  view  is,  however,  untenable  on  account  of 
the  fact  that  al-Mawardi  is,  truly  speaking,  not  a  philosopher,  and  is  least 
interested  in  abstract  thinking.  He  is  a  jurist  and  builds  on  the  opinions  of  his 
forbears,  gives  a  wider  scope  to  these  opinions,  and  uses  his  own  wisdom  to 
apply  them  intelligently  to  the  special  conditions  of  his  own  times.  His  greatest 
merit,  therefore,  lies  in  the  fact  that  he  abstains  from  abstract  speculation, 
and  correlates  the  opinions  of  the  jurists  to  the  historical  perspective  of  his 
age.  Similarly,  as  already  remarked,  he  is  not  a  mere  compiler  or  interpreter 
of  the  opinions  of  his  predecessors,  but  often  shows  independence  of  opinion 
and  expresses  views  opposed  to  the  views  of  earlier  authorities,  or  gives  out 
opinions  altogether  original. 

Now,  it  will  be  useful  to  pick  up  the  main  points  in  al-Mawardi’s  theory  and 
compare  them  with  the  contentions  of  the  ancient  jurists,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  with  the  contemporary  political  conditions,  on  the  other.  This  will  give 
us  a  true  estimate  of  al-Mawardi’s  achievements. 

1.  The  institution  of  the  Imamate  is  a  necessary  requirement  of  the  SharVah 
and  not  of  reason.  The  appointment  of  an  Imam  by  the  consensus  of  the 
Muslim  community  is  obligatory.3  There  is  a  similar  passage  in  al-Baghdadi,4 
who  remarks  that  this  is  al-Ash‘ari’s  opinion  and  is  opposed  to  the  Mu’tazi- 
lite  view. 

2.  The  Imamate  is  instituted  by  means  of  election.  The  electoral  college 
shall  consist  of  persons  with  special  qualifications.6  Also  the  candidates  for 
the  Imamate  must  fulfil  certain  conditions.8  This  elective  principle  of  the 
Imamate  is  obviously  opposed  to  the  Shl'ite  claim  of  bequeathal  or  divine 
nomination.  Al-Mawardi,  however,  does  not  discuss  the  election  of  a  licentious 
person  as  Imam.  Al-Baghdadi  says  that  his  election  will  be  void,  even  if  it 
has  taken  place  through  a  properly  constituted  electoral  college.  Al-Mawardi’s 


5  Al-Mawardi,  op.  tit.,  p.  3. 

4  Al-Baghdadi,  tfml  al-Din,  p.  272. 

5  These  qualifications  are  three:  justice  with  all  the  conditions  pertaining  to  it; 
knowledge  of  religion  and  of  the  interests  and  policy  of  the  nation;  and  wisdom 
(al-Mawardi,  op.  tit.,  p.  4). 

*  These  conditions  are:  justice,  learning,  integrity  of  physical  senses,  wisdom, 
bravery,  and  Qurai§hite  descent  (ibid.,  p.  5). 
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omission  is  deliberate,  being  a  concession  to  the  Buwaihids,  who  appointed 
the  Caliphs  to  suit  their  selfish  ends. 

3.  The  right  of  franchise  is  enjoyed  not  only  by  the  people  living  in  the 
capital.  The  Caliph  is,  however,  traditionally  elected  in  the  capital  because 
the  death  of  the  previous  Caliph  is  first  known  there,  and  political  considera¬ 
tions  require  the  immediate  appointment  of  a  new  Caliph,  and  also  because 
most  of  the  people  possessing  the  necessary  qualifications  for  the  Imamate 
generally  reside  there.7  This  principle  was  hotly  contended  by  the  Khawarii 
who  believed  in  complete  democracy  and  universal  franchise. 

4.  Among  the  seven  conditions  which  according  to  al-Mawardi  must  be 
fulfilled  by  a  candidate,  the  seventh  one,  that  is,  the  Quraishite  descent,  is 
very  important.  Al-Mawardi  lays  great  stress  on  it  and  says  that  if  anyone 
objects  to  it  on  the  ground  that  it  excludes  non-Quraishites  from  the  Caliphate, 
such  an  objection  would  not  be  considered,  because  it  was  this  Quraishite 
descent  that  was  presented  by  abu  Bakr  as  an  argument  for  preference  in  the 
election  of  Saqifah  Bani  Sa'idah.8 

5.  The  Imam  is  appointed  in  one  of  the  two  ways  :9  (a)  He  may  be  elected 
by  the  electoral  college;  (b)  he  may  be  nominated  by  the  ruling  Imam. 

In  the  first  case  some  scholars  say  the  Imam  must  be  elected  by  all  the 
members  of  the  electoral  college  in  all  the  cities.  Others  oppose  this  view  and 
say  that  abu  Bakr  was  elected  only  by  the  citizens  of  Madinah.  Still  others 
assert  that  only  five  persons  are  sufficient  to  elect  the  Imam,  as  happened  in 
the  case  of  abu  Bakr  and  Uthman.  In  al-Mawardi’s  opinion,  even  one  person 
is  enough  to  elect  the  Caliph.10  He  cites  the  tradition  of  ‘Abbas  as  evidence. 
‘Abbas  said  to  ‘Ali,  “Stretch  your  hand,  I  will  swear  my  allegiance  to  you, 
and  when  people  come  to  know  that  the  Prophet’s  uncle  has  sworn  his  allegi¬ 
ance  to  his  nephew,  nobody  would  object  to  your  Imamate.”  This  opinion  has 
also  been  corroborated  by  al-Ashari.11 

6.  The  above  extreme  opinion  has  been  advocated  by  al-Mawardi  to  advance 
another  important  opinion  given  in  the  next  section,  where  he  discusses  the 
case  of  two  candidates  equally  qualified  for  the  Imamate.  He  says  that  the 
electoral  college  may  nominate  anyone  of  the  two  as  Imam  without  assigning 
any  reason.12 

7.  The  election  of  a  less  qualified  person  in  the  presence  of  a  more  qualified 
person  is  perfectly  legal,  provided  the  former  fulfils  all  the  conditions  of  the 
Imamate.13  It  was  this  principle  under  which  most  of  the  worthless  Caliphs 
took  refuge.  It  was  also  directed  against  the  Shl‘ahs,  who  believe  that  an 

7  Ibid. 

8  Ibid. 

‘  Ibid. 

18  Ibid.,  p.  7. 

11  Al-Baghdadi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  275-77. 

12  Al-Mawardi,  op.  cit.,  p.  9. 

18  Ibid.,  p.  10. 
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inferior  person  cannot  have  precedence  over  a  superior  one.  They  coined  this 
theory  to  assert  that  since  'Ah  and  his  descendants  in  the  Fatimid  line 
were  superior  to  the  rest  of  mankind,  anyone  who  assumed  the  Calipha] 
power  was  a  mere  usurper.  The  refutation  of  this  dogma  was  essential  to 
establish  the  above  doctrine.  But  al-Mawardi  is  not  alone  in  this  respect, 
for  this  is  the  agreed  opinion  of  Sunnite  jurists  and  theologians. 

8.  If  there  is  only  one  suitable  candidate  for  the  Imamate,  he  automatically 
becomes  the  Imam,  and  no  election  is  required.14  Al-Mawardi  seems  to  be 
inclined  to  this  view;  the  jurists  and  scholars,  however,  assert  that  election 
must  be  held  even  if  there  is  only  one  candidate  for  it,  for  otherwise  the  Imam 
cannot  acquire  legal  status.  This  insistence  on  election  is  obviously  directed 
against  the  Shi'ite  theory  of  divine  appointment. 

9.  The  existence  of  two  Imams  contemporaneously  is  illegal.15  Al-Ash‘ari 
opposes  this  view  and  says  that  two  Imams  at  a  time  are  possible  if  their 
territories  are  far-flung  and  widely  separated  by  an  ocean,  which  hinders 
easy  communication  between  the  two.  But  al-Mawardi  insists  in  his  view  to 
rule  out  the  Fatimids  and  the  Umayyads  of  Spain. 

C 

SUCCESSION 

1.  The  ruling  Imam  can  nominate  his  successor.  There  is  complete  con¬ 
sensus  on  this  point  in  the  Muslim  community.1*  The  Muslims  accepted 
‘Umar  as  Caliph  not  on  the  suggestion  of  abu  Bakr  but  in  obedience  to  his 
order  as  Caliph.17  Similarly,  when  ‘Umar  appointed  a  limited  council  to  elect 
his  successor,  it  was  an  order  from  the  Imam  and  there  was  no  choice  for  the 
Muslims  to  do  otherwise.18 

2.  The  Imam  can  nominate  any  suitable  person  as  his  successor,  provided 
he  does  not  happen  to  be  his  father  or  son.  The  concurrence  of  the  aid  al-hcdl 
w-al-'aqd  is  not  necessary;18  but  if  he  nominates  his  son,  the  concurrence 
must  be  obtained.80  Also,  he  can  nominate  any  other  relation  without  requiring 
the  concurrence.81 

It  was  this  theory  of  nomination  that  cut  at  the  very  root  of  democratic 
ideals  in  Islamic  polity.  It  has  been  persistently  resorted  to  by  every  Muslim 
ruler  after  the  days  of  the  pious  Caliphate,  to  perpetuate  dynastic  and  despotic 
rule  among  the  Muslim  peoples.  Thus,  apparently  the  structure  of  the 


14  Ibid.,  pp.  10-11. 

15  Ibid.,  p.  11. 

14  Ibid.,  p.  13. 

17  Ibid.,  p.  14. 

'»  Ibid. 

18  Ibid. 

10  Ibid.,  p.  15. 

81  Ibid. 
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Caliphate  was  maintained  by  the  Umayyads,  the  ‘Abbasids,  the  Fatimids, 
and  the  Turks,  but  the  spirit  of  Islamic  democracy  was  cast  away  with  the 
shedding  of  the  blood  of  ‘Uthman,  the  third  successor  of  the  Prophet. 

Al-Mawardi’s  contention  that  abu  Bakr’s  nomination  of  ‘Umar  could  not 
be  challenged  by  the  Companions,  for  it  was  the  valid  enactment  of  a  valid 
Imam,  is  nothing  but  historical  fiction  having  no  basis  in  historical  fact.  One 
of  the  earliest  and  most  reliable  authorities  on  that  period,  ibn  Qutaibah, 
reports  in  his  al-Imamah  w-al-Siyasah  that  when  symptoms  of  death  approach¬ 
ed  abu  Bakr  he  became  very  anxious  as  to  who  should  succeed  him  to  the 
Caliphal  authority.  After  much  deliberation  he  decided  to  nominate  ‘Umar 
to  succeed  him.  He  called  ‘Uthman  to  his  bedside  and  dictated  to  him  the 
deed  of  succession.  When  the  news  spread,  people  flocked  to  him  from  every 
quarter  and  began  to  question  his  choice.  Thereupon  he  said,  “If  God  asked 
me  about  this  matter,  I  would  tell  Him  that  I  appointed  over  them  one 
whom  I  considered  to  be  the  best  of  them.”  After  this  he  ordered  a  general 
assembly  of  the  people ;  and  when  they  gathered  together,  he  addressed  them 
and  said  that  he  had  chosen  for  them  a  person  with  such  and  such  qualities  and 
then  said,  “If  you  so  desire,  you  may  sit  together  and  elect  a  person  whom 
you  like;  but  if  you  wish  that  I  should  use  my  discretion  in  the  matter  on 
your  behalf,  then  I  assure  you  by  One  other  than  whom  there  is  no  God,  I 
will  spare  no  pains  in  doing  you  the  best  service.”  He  then  stopped  and  wept 
and  the  people  wept  with  him  and  said,  “You  are  the  best  and  most  informed 
amongst  us,  so  you  choose  for  us.”  And  when  the  crowd  dispersed  he  called 
for  ‘Umar  and  gave  him  the  deed  of  succession  and  said,  “Go  to  the  people 
and  inform  them  that  this  is  my  suggestion,  and  ask  them  if  they  hear  it  and 
obey  it.”  ‘Umar  took  that  document  and  went  to  the  people  and  addressed 
them.  They  all  said,  “We  are  all  ears  and  obedience  to  it.”sa  This  testimony 
of  ibn  Qutaibah  is  most  unequivocal  and  decisive.  It  completely  abrogates 
al-Mawardi’s  theory  of  nomination.  It  is  quite  obvious  that  abu  Bakr  did 
not  deprive  the  people  of  their  democratic  right  to  elect  the  Head  of  the  State 
freely.  He  simply  gave  his  personal  opinion.  The  people  could  accept  his 
opinion  as  well  as  reject  it.  There  was  no  political  bar  in  their  way,  no  Caliphal 
decree  to  prevent  the  exercise  of  their  right  of  franchise.23 


22  Al-Imamah  w-al-Siyasah,  pp.  19-23. 

23  In  one  of  his  pilgrimages  to  Makkah  ‘Umar  heard  a  report  that  a  person  was 
saying,  “By  God,  if  ‘Umar  died  I  would  declare  my  allegiance  to  so  and  so,  and 
by  God,  abu  Bakr’s  election  was  certainly  defective,  but  it  was  made  effective 
later  on.”  ‘Umar  became  enraged  at  this  report,  and  wanted  to  take  immediate 
action,  but  at  the  advice  of  ‘Abd  al -Rahman  bin  ‘Auf,  returned  to  Madinah  and 
ordered  all  the  judges,  governors,  and  chiefs  of  the  army  to  proceed  to  the  capital. 
When  all  had  come,  a  public  assembly  was  held  where  the  Caliph  delivered  one  of 
the  most  important  addresses  of  his  life.  After  saying  many  important  things  on 
this  occasion,  he  said:  “Let  not  anyone  be  deceived  to  say  that  the  election  of 
abu  Bakr  was  defective  and  that  it  became  effective  later.  And  among  you  there 
is  none  like  abu  Bakr  towards  whom  the  people  may  look  with  love  and  reverence; 
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Al-Mawardi’s  second  argument  in  support  of  his  thesis  that  the  limited 
college  of  electors  prescribed  by  ‘Umar  had  the  sole  right  of  nominating  the 
new  Caliph,24  is  nothing  but  a  deliberate  effort  to  interpret  ancient  practice 
to  justify  later  historical  phenomena.  In  fact,  ‘Umar  did  nominate  the  limited 
council  at  the  suggestion  of  ‘A’ishah  to  prevent  civil  strife  after  his  death.26 
He  knew  fully  well  that  the  probable  candidates  for  the  Caliphate  were  the 
very  persons  whom  he  had  nominated  for  it.  Not  only  that ;  he  was  perfectly 
sure  that  either  ‘Utliman  or  ‘Ali  would  be  elected.26  Therefore,  to  facilitate 
the  new  election  he  fixed  a  procedure  that  was  least  pregnant  with  evil  and 
the  best  guarantee  against  civil  discord.  The  stem  warnings  which  he  gave 
to  the  dissentient  members  of  the  electoral  college  and  the  strict  directions 
which  he  issued  about  the  conduct  of  the  election,  were  but  the  last  symbols 
of  his  great  overriding  authority  over  the  hearts  and  minds  of  people,  by 
means  of  which  he  so  wonderfully  ruled  half  the  world  for  twelve  years.  But 
he  did  not  lay  down  a  permanent  principle  of  Islamic  polity,  for  this  he  could 
not  do,  since  there  was  no  warrant  for  it  in  the  Qur’an  or  the  Sunnah.  Even 
abu  Bakr  could  not  devise  the  theoretical  foundations  of  the  Caliphate,  for 
during  the  last  moments  of  his  life  he  said  that  the  one  great  regret  he  had 
was  that  he  could  not  ask  the  Prophet  to  enlighten  him  on  three  problems. 
Regarding  two  of  these,  he  said,  “I  should  have  asked:  who  would  succeed 
him  in  political  power  after  him  ?  If  he  nominated  anyone,  nobody  could 
challenge  his  nominee  on  this  issue.  And  I  should  have  asked  him  whether 
the  Ansars  were  entitled  to  any  share  in  political  power.”27 

‘Umar’s  arrangement  was,  therefore,  dictated  by  purely  prudential  con¬ 
siderations.  A  proof  of  this  assertion  is  that  he  categorically  declared  that 
the  Ansars  were  not  entitled  to  any  share  in  the  sovereign  power,28  although 
abu  Bakr  was  doubtful  on  this  issue,  and  although  many  of  the  later  jurists 
did  not  accept  ‘Umar’s  ruling  on  this  point.  The  truth  is  that  ‘Umar  took  this 
extraordinary  step  for  the  defence  of  the  State  and  not  for  the  defence  of  a 
principle,  for  there  was  no  clear  principle  before  him.  Hence  the  construction 
of  a  political  theory  out  of  his  ruling  can  be  neither  justified  nor  appreciated 
as  an  achievement  in  political  thought. 

But  al-Mawardi  was  not  very  much  concerned  about  theory.  He  was  a 
leading  Sunnite  legal  doctor  of  the  Shafi'ite  school,  and  was  intimately  associat¬ 
ed  with  the  ‘Abbasids ;  hence  his  chief  interest  lay  in  emancipating  the  Sunnite 


therefore,  if  anyone  of  you  swears  allegiance  to  a  person  without  consulting  the 
general  body  of  Muslims,  such  person  shall  not  be  deemed  as  elected;  and  the 
likelihood  is  that  both  these  persons  may  be  beheaded”  (Ibn  1  lishani.  al-Sirat 
al-Nabawiyyah,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  308-09). 

24  Al-Mawardi,  op.  tit.,  pp.  13-14. 

25  Ibn  Qutaibah,  Kitab  al-Ma'arif,  p.  23. 

26  Ibid.,  p.  25. 

27  Ibid.,  p.  19. 

28  Ibid.,  p.  24. 


724 


Al-Mawardi 


Caliphate  from  the  Shrite  tyranny  of  the  Buwaihids.  This  explains  why  he 
gave  the  stamp  of  validity  to  the  monarchical  system  of  the  ‘Abbasids.  He 
had  already  before  him  the  precedent  of  the  Umayyads.  Moreover,  the  jurists 
had,  by  the  force  of  circumstances,  reconciled  themselves  to  the  imperialistic 
order  of  the  day,  and  given  it  the  form  and  sanction  of  religious  authority. 
Al-Mawardi,  therefore,  found  no  difficulty  in  taking  his  cue  from  the  prevailing 
ideas  of  his  time.  His  main  contribution  to  Muslim  political  thought  lies  in 
the  transformation  of  these  ideas  into  a  system,  directly  related  to  historical 
practice.  He  was  not  a  visionary  and  idealist  like  the  jurists  or  the  scholastics, 
and  like  them  did  not  sit  to  speculate  in  vacuum.  He  was  a  man  of  the  world; 
he  tried  to  solve  its  problems  as  best  as  he  could. 

3.  The  nomination  of  a  person  as  heir  apparent  becomes  effective  only 
when  he  declares  his  consent  to  it.  The  Imam  cannot  withdraw  the  nomination 
until  there  occurs  in  this  heir  apparent  some  important  change  which  invalidates 
him  legally.  So  also  an  Imam  cannot  be  deposed  until  a  similar  change  occurs 
in  him.29  Now,  these  are  only  logical  deductions  from  the  fundamentals  of 
the  Shari'ah  for  there  are  no  historical  precedents  to  vouchsafe  them. 

4.  The  Imam  can  appoint  the  electoral  college  as  well  as  the  persons  who 
may  contest  for  the  Imamate.30  This  opinion  is  based  on  the  election  of 
‘Uthman  by  means  of  a  limited  shura  appointed  by  ‘Umar.  Whatever  might 
have  been  the  political  consideration  before  ‘Umar,  the  derivation  of  a  general 
principle  out  of  it  is  certainly  most  dangerous  to  sound  polity  and  to  the 
stability  of  a  State.  The  piety,  honesty,  intelligence,  and  statesmanship  of 
‘Umar  could  very  well  be  relied  upon.  The  same  cannot  be  said  of  another 
personality  after  him  in  Muslim  history.  Notwithstanding  this,  historians  have 
held  that  ‘Umar  was  mistaken  in  taking  this  step.31  It  is  a  well-known 
fact  that  most  of  the  members  of  the  sjkiira,  who  came  out  unsuccessful  in  the 
contest,  at  once  started  plotting  against  ‘Utfeman  and  began  to  aspire  for  the 
Caliphate.33  Apart  from  this  historical  fact,  if  the  right  of  nominating  the 
electorate  as  well  as  the  candidates  is  conceded  to  the  Imam,  it  is  bound  to 
make  him  absolute  and  despotic.  In  truth,  it  was  this  theory  that  developed 
into  divine  right  with  the  ‘Alids  and  the  ‘Abbasids.  And  it  was  this  theory 
that  throttled  the  growth  of  democracy  in  Islamic  polity. 

5.  The  Imam  can  nominate  two  or  more  heirs  apparent  to  succeed  him  one 
after  the  other.  The  argument  has  been  derived  from  the  battle  of  Mutah, 
in  which  the  Prophet  appointed  Zaid  bin  Harithah  as  the  Commander  of  the 
Muslim  forces  and  said  that  if  he  fell  in  fighting  he  was  to  be  succeeded  in 
command  by  Ja‘far  bin  abi  Talib  who  was  to  be  succeeded  by  ‘Abd  Allah  bin 
Rawabah.  If  ibn  Rawabah  also  fell,  then  the  Muslims  could  choose  anyone 
from  among  themselves  as  their  Commander.  Apparently,  the  citation  of  this 

22  Al-Mawardi,  op.  c it.,  p.  16. 

30  Ibid.,  p.  21. 

31  Rafiq  Bek,  Ashhar  Maskahlr  al-Islam,  Vol.  I. 

82  Ibn  Qutaibah,  op.  cit .,  p.  48, 
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incident  in  support  of  a  fundamental  issue  like  that  of  the  Caliphate  is  but 
fake  reasoning.33 

This  practice  of  appointing  two  or  more  heirs  apparent  proved  to  be  the 
greatest  political  evil  in  Muslim  polity.  It  often  engendered  palace  intrigues 
and  gave  rise  to  internecine  wars,  and  dynastio  feuds. 

D 

DESIGNATION  AND  PRIVILEGES 

1.  When  a  person  is  duly  elected  as  Imam  the  people  should  entrust  all 
their  alfairs  to  him  and  must  give  him  their  unquestioning  obedience.  The 
Imam  may  not  consult  them  in  the  affairs  of  the  State,  yet  they  must  obey 
him.34 

2.  The  Imam  may  be  addressed  as  the  Khalifat  Allah,  but  the  majority  of 
jurists  say  that  this  title  is  forbidden,  for  no  human  being  can  represent  God 
on  earth,  since  man  is  mortal  and  imperfect.  Hence  the  Imam  may  either  be 
called  a  mere  Khalifah  or  Khalifat  al-Rasul  Allah.35  Once  when  abu  Bakr  was 
addressed  as  Khalifat  Allah  he  exclaimed,  “Do  not  address  me  as  Khalifat 
Allah  but  as  the  Khalifat  al-Rasul  Allah." 

E 

DUTIES  AND  FUNCTIONS  OF  THE  IMAM 

The  Imam  has  the  following  ten  principal  duties  to  perform: 

1.  The  safeguard  and  defence  of  the  established  principles  of  religion  as 
understood  and  propounded  by  the  consensus  of  ancient  authorities.  If  anyone 
innovates  an  opinion  or  becomes  a  sceptic,  the  Imam  should  convince  him  of 
the  real  truth,  correct  him  with  proper  arguments,  and  make  him  obey 
the  injunctions  and  prohibitions  of  the  SharVah,  so  that  the  people  at  large 
may  be  saved  from  the  evil  effects  of  heresies. 

This  is  undoubtedly  the  foremost  duty  of  the  Imam  under  the  SharVah. 
But  unfortunately  it  is  under  the  cover  of  this  pretext  that  throughout  the 
last  thirteen  centuries,  adventurers  and  self-seekers  have  striven  to  carve  out 
political  fortunes  for  themselves.  The  second  civil  war  of  Muslims  was  fought 
by  the  Umayyads,  the  Hashimites,  and  the  Zubairites  under  this  same  pretext. 
When  the  ‘Abbasids,  the  Fatimids,  and  the  Safawids  came  to  power  they 
called  themselves  the  Defenders  of  Faith,  and  crushed  every  political  dissentient 
in  the  name  of  religion.  Even  today  there  can  be  evinced  a  great  effervescence 
for  religious  revival  in  all  the  Muslim  lands,  but  everywhere  the  undertone 
is  political,  not  religious. 


33  Al-Mawardi,  op.  cit.,  p.  22. 

34  Ibid.,  p.  27. 

35  Ibid.,  pp.  27-28. 
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Al-Mawardi’s  enumeration  of  these  duties,  however,  was  very  effective  and 
timely,  since  it  came  out  as  a  stem  warning  to  the  Buwaihids,  who  had  over¬ 
powered  the  Caliph  in  Baghdad,  and  who  professed  a  heretical  faith. 

2.  The  dispensation  of  justice  and  disposal  of  all  litigations  in  accordance 
with  the  SharVah.  The  Imam  should  curb  the  strong  from  riding  over  the 
weak,  and  encourage  the  weak  to  take  their  due  in  face  of  the  strong. 

3.  The  maintenance  of  law  and  order  in  the  country  to  make  it  possible 
for  the  people  to  lead  a  peaceful  life,  proceed  in  their  economic  activities 
freely,  and  travel  in  the  land  without  fear. 

4.  The  enforcement  of  the  criminal  code  of  the  Qur’an  to  ensure  that  the 
people  do  not  outrage  the  prohibitions  of  God,  and  that  the  fundamental 
rights  of  men  are  not  violated. 

5.  The  defence  of  the  frontiers  against  foreign  invasions  to  guarantee  the 
security  of  life  and  property  of  Muslims  and  non- Muslims  alike  in  the  Islamic 
State. 

6.  The  organization  and  prosecution  of  religious  war  against  those  who 
oppose  Islam  or  refuse  to  enter  the  protection  of  the  Islamic  State  as  non- 
Muslim  subjects.  The  Imam  is  bound  by  the  covenant  of  God  to  establish  the 
supremacy  of  Islam  over  all  other  religions  and  faiths. 

7.  The  collection  of  kharaj  and  zakat  taxes  in  accordance  with  the  laws  of 
the  SharVah  and  the  interpretation  of  the  jurists,  without  resorting  to  extor¬ 
tion  by  pressure. 

8.  The  apportionment  of  allowances  and  stipends  from  the  State  treasury 
( Bait  al-Mal )  to  those  who  are  entitled  to  them.  This  money  should  not  be 
expended  with  extravagance  or  stinginess,  and  must  not  be  either  prepaid 
or  delayed. 

9.  The  appointment  of  honest  and  sincere  men  to  the  principal  offices  of 
State  and  to  the  treasury  to  secure  sound  and  elfective  administration  and  to 
safeguard  the  finances  of  the  State. 

10.  The  Imam  should  personally  look  into  and  apprise  himself  of  the  affairs 
of  his  dominions  so  that  he  may  himself  direct  the  national  policy  and  protect 
the  interests  of  the  people.  He  should  not  entrust  his  responsibility  to  others 
and  engross  himself  in  luxury  or  religious  devotion. 

And  when  the  Imam  has  carried  out  all  these  duties  efficiently7,  the  people 
must  offer  him  two  things,  obedience  and  help. 

This  enumeration  of  the  ten-fold  functions  of  the  Imam  is  arbitrary. 
Number  ten  has  been  chosen  particularly  because  it  is  an  auspicious  and 
mystical  number.  The  notable  fact  here  is  that,  while  his  predecessors  and 
successors  lay  great  emphasis  on  the  first  two  points,  viz.,  the  safeguard  of 
religious  principles  and  the  dispensation  of  justice,  as  the  principal  duties  of 
the  Imam,  al-Mawardi  lays  the  main  stress  on  the  administrative  responsibility 
of  the  Caliph.  In  his  opinion  the  Caliphate  is  not  merely  a  religious  institution 
for  the  carrying  out  of  justice  but  also  the  greatest  social  organization  to 
help  promote  the  corporate  life  of  nien.  In  other  words,  the  management 
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of  the  State  maeliinery  is  of  basic  importance  to  him.  This  explains  why 
he  devotes  only  one-tenth  of  his  book  to  the  exposition  of  the  theory  of  the 
Caliphate,  and  uses  the  rest  of  his  work  to  elaborate  the  detailed  apparatus 
of  government  which  hinges  on  the  central  authority  of  the  Caliph.  The  nebu¬ 
lous  nature  of  the  dispersion  of  State  power  had  led  to  the  dreadful  tussle 
between  the  Buwaihids  and  the  ‘Abbasids.  The  Buwaihids,  who  had  no  legal 
claim  to  sovereignty,  and  who  had  not  clarified  their  position,  had  long  been 
intriguing  to  overthrow  the  Caliphate  outright.  Al-Mawardi’s  attempt,  there¬ 
fore,  at  defining  in  detail  the  responsibility  and  scope  of  Caliphal  powers  in 
relation  to  normal  administration,  was  most  plausible  and  a.  direct  hit  at  the 
Buwaihids.  Further,  he  made  his  treatise  an  inviolable  document  by  re¬ 
inforcing  it  with  the  argument  of  earlier  historical  practice,  dating  back  to  the 
time  of  the  Prophet,  and  by  basing  it  on  the  opinions  of  the  leading  jurists 
of  Islam.  It  is  significant  to  note  that  al-Mawardi  hardly  quotes  anywhere 
any  of  these  jurists,  but  since  he  was  the  greatest  judge  of  Baghdad,  his 
declaration  in  the  preface  was  taken  as  sufficient  guarantee  of  his  veracity. 
There  is  no  ground  to  question  his  bona  fides,  yet  it  would  have  been  more 
commendable  if  he  had  given  the  actual  authorities. 

F 

DEPOSITION  OF  THE  IMAM 

Al-Mawardi  has  given  a  detailed  consideration  to  the  subject  of  an  Imam’s 
deposition.  In  the  first  place,  arguing  on  the  basis  of  legal  deduction  from  the 
fundamentals  of  the  SharVah  he  says  that  once  a  person  is  elected  as  Imam, 
he  cannot  be  removed  from  that  office  until  there  has  occurred  some  definite 
change  in  him.86  Then,  after  discussing  the  duties  of  the  Imam,  he  reverts 
to  the  subject  and  dilates  on  it  at  length.  He  says  that  the  Imam  loses  his 
title  and  authority  on  account  of  one  of  the  following  reasons : 

1.  If  there  occurs  a  change  in  his  moral  status,  technically  known  as  ‘adalah 
(sense  of  justice).  The  moral  change  is  of  two  kinds: 

(a)  The  one  connected  with  his  body,  that  is,  if  he  becomes  a  slave  to  his 
inordinate  desires  and  flouts  openly  the  prohibitions  of  the  SharVah.  In  such 
an  event,  a  person  can  neither  be  elected  as  Imam  nor  continue  as  such.87 
Abu  Ya‘la  rejects  this  opinion  and  holds  the  opposite  view.88 

(b)  The  one  connected  with  his  faith,  that  is,  if  a  person  holds  opinions 
contrary  to  the  established  principles  of  religion,  or  holds  such  twisted  opinions 
as  amount  to  an  abrogation  of  the  accepted  principles,  he  can  neither  be 
initiated  as  Imam  nor  continue  to  hold  that  office.88  In  this  there  is  a  clear 


88  Ibid.,  p.  16. 

87  Ibid.,  p.  31. 

88  Abu  Ya’la,  p.  4. 

88  Al-Mawardi,  op.  tit.,  p.  32. 
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denunciation  of  the  stand  of  the  Buwaihids  and  of  the  Shi'ite  and  Fatimid 
claims  to  the  Caliphate. 

2.  If  there  occurs  a  change  in  the  person  of  the  Imam.  It  is  of  three  kinds: 
loss  of  physical  senses,  loss  of  bodily  organs,  and  loss  of  ability  to  supervise 
and  direct  the  affairs  of  the  State. 

(a)  Among  the  defects  which  occur  in  the  physical  senses,  the  two  most 
important  ones  which  preclude  a  person  from  election  to  the  Imamate  or 
make  him  unfit  to  continue  in  office  are  the  loss  of  mental  faculty  and  the 
loss  of  eyesight.  The  first  case  is  obvious  and  needs  no  comment.  But  the 
second  has  had  a  profound  bearing  on  the  course  of  Muslim  history.  The 
practice  of  putting  out  the  eyes  with  hot  iron  to  prevent  a  person  from  wearing 
the  imperial  purple  was  undoubtedly  borrowed  from  the  Byzantine  Empire; 
the  opinion  of  the  Muslim  jurists  on  the  issue,  however,  gave  it  an  added 
importance  as  an  instrument  of  tyrannj'  in  Oriental  lands.  The  dreadful 
effect  of  this  foul  practice  can  be  gauged  from  the  fact  that  about  two  dozen 
‘Abbasid  Caliphs  were  thus  blinded  to  be  dethroned  from  the  Caliphal  seat. 
The  juridical  opinion  referred  to  above  is  that  a  blind  person  is  unqualified 
to  give  witness  or  sit  as  a  judge  in  a  court  of  la w ;  he  is,  therefore,  much  more 
unqualified  to  serve  as  the  Head  of  the  State.40 

(b)  Loss  of  bodily  organs.  It  is  of  various  kinds.  If  it  does  not  hinder  the 
performance  of  normal  duties,  and  does  not  disfigure  the  features  or  the  external 
beauty  of  the  body,  it  will  be  of  no  account.41 

In  certain  cases  when  the  loss  of  organs  renders  a  person  helpless  and  makes 
him  incapable  of  doing  anything,  he  can  neither  be  elected  as  Imam  nor  can 
he  continue  in  that  office.  Such  is  the  loss  of  the  two  hands  or  of  the  two  feet. 

Al-Mawardi  discusses  the  details  of  other  losses  too,  but  they  are  not  per¬ 
tinent  to  our  purpose  here.  ' 

(c)  The  loss  of  personal  ability  to  supervise  and  direct  is  of  two  kinds : 

(i)  If  the  Imam  is  over-powered  by  one  of  his  counsellors  and  assistants, 
who  appropriates  all  authority  to  himself,  but  does  not  openly  defy  the  Imam, 
the  Imam  will  continue  in  his  office,  provided  the  usurper  rules  in  accordance 
with  the  injunctions  of  the  Shari'ah.  and  in  deference  to  the  accepted  norms 
of  justice.  This  is  to  ensure  that  the  functions  of  the  Imamate  should  continue 
to  be  performed,  and  that  the  people  do  not  fall  a  prey  to  the  ways  of  evil 
on  account  of  the  non-enforcement  of  the  laws  of  the  SharVah ,42  But  if  his 
conduct  is  opposed  to  the  principles  of  religion  and  justice,  he  will  not  be 
tolerated  in  that  status,  and  the  Imam  shall  have  to  seek  the  help  of  a  person 
who  can  oust  the  usurper  and  restore  supreme  authority  to  the  Caliph.13 

This  principle  has  been  elaborated  by  al-Mawardi  with  great  care  and  legal 
acumen.  In  the  next  chapter  he  takes  it  up  again  and  discusses  it  in  full 

40  Ibid.,  p.  33. 

41  Ibid.,  p.  35. 

42  Ibid.,  p.  37. 

43  Ibid.,  p.  38. 
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detail.14  This  principle  which  had  no  sanction  in  ancient  authority  or  in  the 
opinions  of  the  jurists,  was  dictated  by  the  force  of  circumstances  in  which 
the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate  had  been  placed  during  the  two  centuries  preceding 
the  death  of  al-Mawardi.  The  Buwaihid  usurpation  in  Baghdad  and  the  falling 
of  the  Caliphal  power  into  insignificance  necessitated  the  evolution  of  a  formula 
which  suited  the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  covered  the  de  facto  relation 
that  existed  between  the  Buwaihids  and  the  ‘Abbasids.  This  was  a  clear 
departure  from  the  principle  of  the  Caliphate  enunciated  by  al-Mawardi  in 
the  earlier  part  of  his  book.  But  he  devised  a  via  media  to  remove  this  glaring 
contradiction.  If  the  absolute  governor  or  the  usurper  (Amir  bi  al-Istild’ ) 
declares  his  allegiance  to  the  Caliph  and  promises  to  maintain  the  unity  of 
the  Caliphate,  enforces  the  laws  of  the  Shariah,  and  co-operates  with  the 
Imam  against  the  foes  of  Islam,  the  Caliph  shall  recognize  his  absolutism  by 
conferring  on  him  the  deed  of  investiture  formally  and  publicly.  Though  this 
arrangement  is  opposed  to  the  established  tradition,  it  shall  be  deemed  per¬ 
fectly  legal,  because  it  envisages  the  safeguard  of  the  injunctions  of  the 
SharVah  which  cannot  be  let  go  by  default,  and  because  of  the  unavoidable 
condition  created  by  the  act  of  usurpation.46  In  this  theory  there  is,  on  the 
one  hand,  an  overt  recognition  of  the  situation  prevailing  in  Baghdad  and,  on 
the  other,  an  unconcealed  warning  to  the  Buwaihids  that  if  they  transgressed 
their  limits  they  could  be  brought  to  book  with  the  help  of  the  Ghaznawid 
power  which  was  an  open  ally  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate.  In  a  passage 
al-Mawardi  says  that  in  case  the  usurper  shows  an  uncompromising  and 
rebellious  attitude,  the  Caliph  can  call  in  the  help  of  one  who  can  relieve  him 
of  the  straits.  The  person  referred  to  is  none  but  Mahmud  of  Qhaznah. 

There  is  little  doubt  that  al-Mawardi  was  influenced  by  the  circumstances 
of  his  environment  in  the  enunciation  of  this  theory,  but  the  deviation  from 
the  original  principle  completely  nullified  the  true  conception  of  the  Imamato 
as  demonstrated  in  the  days  of  the  Caliph  ‘Umar.  Nay,  it  contributed  directly 
to  a  political  theory  which  encouraged  adventurous  and  ambitious  men  to 
impose  themselves  on  the  will  of  the  people  with  brute  force  and  sheer  might. 
Further,  if  it  served  as  one  of  the  main  incentives  for  the  dismemberment  of 
the  ‘Abbasid  Empire,  it  also  very  greatly  influenced  the  suppression  of  demo¬ 
cratic  thought  and  practice  in  the  Muslim  world.  Al-Mawardi  may  have  been 
well-intentioned  but  the  legacy  he  left  completely  changed  the  concept  of 
Muslim  polity  in  the  centuries  that  followed.  And  the  change  that  occurred 
was  simply  un-Islamic,  undemocratic,  and  vicious. 

(ii)  If  the  Imam  falls  a  prisoner  into  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  it  will  be  the 
duty  of  the  entire  Muslim  people  to  endeavour  to  emancipate  him,48  and  as 
long  as  there  is  any  hope  of  his  deliverance  he  will  continue  as  Imam,  and 
another  person  may  be  elected  to  officiate  in  his  absence.  But  if  all  hope  is 


44  Ibid.,  pp.  67-70. 

45  Ibid.,  p.  68. 

44  Ibid.,  p.  38. 
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lost,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have  relinquished  his  office,  and  a  new  election 
shall  take  place. 

If  the  Imam  is  captured  by  a  Muslim  rebel  army,  and  the  rebels  have  not 
appointed  an  Imam  of  their  own,  the  captured  Imam  shall  continue  to  com¬ 
mand  the  loyalty  of  the  people,  and  an  acting  Imam  shall  be  appointed  by 
him,  if  possible,  or  by  the  electrol  college.  But  if  the  rebels  have  appointed 
an  Imam  of  their  own,  the  existing  Imam  shall  forfeit  his  claim  to  the  Imamate, 
and  the  responsible  men  ( ahl  al-kall  w-al-‘aqd )  shall  elect  a  new  Imam  according 
to  their  discretion.47  Al-Mawardi’s  wording  in  this  passage  is  full  of  meaning. 
He  means  to  say  that  a  victorious  rebel  leader  does  not  automatically  become 
the  Imam. 


G 

CONCLUSION 

Al-Mawardi’s  great  contribution  to  political  thought  w’as  that  he  gave  a 
detailed  account  of  the  administrative  machinery  of  the  Government  of  his 
time  and  in  formulating  his  political  theory  he  took  full  cognizance  of  historical 
facts  and,  unlike  the  jurists  and  the  scholastics,  did  not  indulge  in  empty 
speculation.  But  with  all  the  good  things  that  can  be  said  about  al-Mawardi, 
he  had  one  shortcoming — he  could  not  evolve  a  philosophic  conception  of  the 
State.  He  did  not  discuss  the  meaning,  scope,  jurisdiction,  and  obligations 
of  the  State,  gave  no  conception  of  sovereignty,  and  was  completely  ignorant 
of  the  idea  of  a  constitutional  democracy.  Lack  of  constitutional  theory  not 
only  reduced  the  value  of  his  work,  but  also  adversely  affected  the  later  devel¬ 
opment  of  Muslim  political  thought. 
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POLITICAL  THEORY  OP  THE  SHl'ITES 

The  death  of  the  Prophet  of  Islam  ushered  in  an  era  which  is  known  as  the 
period  of  the  Orthodox  Caliphate  (11 — 4:1/632—661). 

The  supporters  of  ‘Ali,  the  fourth  Caliph  in  the  chronological  order  (35-41/ 
656-661),  were  known  as  the  Shi ‘ah  which  literally  means  a  faction,  a  sup¬ 
porting  group  in  the  sense  that  they  supported  ‘All’s  claim  to  succession  after 
the  death  of  the  Prophet,  both  as  a  temporal  ruler  and  a  religious  leader. 

It  may  be  stated  authoritatively  that  ‘All’s  claim  to  the  Caliphate  was  not 
regarded  by  his  supporters  and  adherents  as  a  political  ambition:  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  considered  that  he  had  been  ordained  by  Providence  to  succeed 
the  Prophet  and  that  the  Prophet  himself  had  placed  the  question  of  succession 
beyond  any  doubt  by  Ids  testament,  as  it  were,  at  Ghadir  al-Khumm.1 

During  the  Caliphate  of  ‘Uthman,  ibn  Saba’  of  Yemen,  who  had  settled 
ultimately  in  Egypt,  openly  preached  that  the  first  three  Caliphs  were  usurpers 
as  distinguished  from  ‘Ali  who  was  divinely  ordained  to  succeed  the  Prophet 
as  his  executor  or  plenipotentiary  (wasi).  The  extreme  Shi’ites  (Ghulah) 
believed  that  the  Prophet  himself  was  reincarnated  in  the  form  of  ‘Ali  and 
“that  the  divine  spirit  which  dwells  in  every  prophet  was  transferred  at 
Muhammad’s  death  to  ‘Ali  and  from  ‘Ali  to  his  descendants  who  succeeded 
him  in  the  Imamate.” 

It  would  be  pointless,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  to  assess  and  evaluate 
the  truth  of  the  claim  made  by  the  Shi'ites  that  ‘Ali  had  been  designated  as 
the  Prophet’s  successor  by  the  Prophet  himself  in  accordance  with  the  com¬ 
mand  of  God,  but  it  is  necessary  to  point  out  that  the  Shi'ites,  whether  holding 
moderate  or  extreme  views,  refused,  as  it  were,  from  the  very  beginning  to 
concede  that  the  ijma‘  has  any  authority  to  confer  on  any  person  the  right 
to  govern  a  Muslim  State.  They  maintained  that  at  all  times  a  living  descendant 
of  ‘Ali,  whether  concealed  (mastur)  or  unconcealed,  demands  and  receives 
allegiance  from  the  Muslims  and  is  in  point  of  fact  the  only  rightful  Caliph 
(temporal  ruler)  and  Imam  (religious  leader)  of  the  Islamic  peoples. 

It  may  perhaps  be  added  that  the  term  Shi'ah  was  invested  with  all  its 
dogmatic  connotations  after  the  coming  into  power  of  the  ‘Abbasids.  In  the 
beginning  the  word  only  meant  a  group  which  was  in  favour  of  the  succession 
of  ‘Ali  to  the  Caliphate. 

With  the  rise  of  the  Umayyads  the  pure  Arabs  found  greater  favour  with  the 
rulers  than  the  clients  of  the  subject  races.  This  policy  which,  most  probably, 


1  “A  spring  between  Makkah  and  al-Madinah  where  the  Shiite  tradition  asserts 
the  Prophet  declared,  ‘Whomsoever  I  am  lord  of,  his  lord  is  ‘Ali  also.”’  Ibn  Sa‘d, 
Vol.  V.,  p.  235;  Mas'udi,  Tanbih ,  pp.  255—56;  Philip  K.  Hitti,  History  of  the  Arabs , 
p.  471,  note  1. 
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had  been  initiated  by  the  third  Caliph,  no  doubt,  for  justifiable  reasons, 
would  not  have  proved  disastrous  in  itself,  if  Yazid  had  not  perpetrated  the 
horrible  deeds  which  are  known  as  the  Tragedy  of  Karbala.  The  old  rivalry 
of  the  Umayyads  and  the  Hashimites,  which  had  remained  subdued  during 
the  life-time  of  the  Prophet,  now  manifested  itself  in  many  ways. 

All  these  factors  led  to  what  is  known  as  the  ‘Abbasid  propaganda  carried 
on  in  collaboration  with  the  Shi'ites  in  the  name  of  Hashim  who  was  accept¬ 
able  both  to  the  supporters  of  ‘Ali  and  the  descendants  of  ‘Abbas  as  against 
the  Umayyads  who  had  taken  possession  of  the  State  and  were  living  in  luxury, 
while  their  more  celebrated  Quraish  brethren  were  forced  to  act  merely  as 
spectators  of  the  splendour  of  the  rival  branch. 

The  relationship  of  the  Hashimites  and  the  ‘Alids  with  the  Umayyads  would 
appear  from  the  following  genealogical  tables : 


QURAISH 

I 

‘Abd  Manaf 


] 

Hashim 

I 

‘Abd  al-Muttalib 


I  i 

‘UMAR  ABUBAKR  ‘Abd  Allah  abu  Talib 

II  I 

Hafsah  =  ‘A’iahah  =  MUHAMMAD  THE 
MU  HAMMD  PROPHET 


I 

‘Abd  Shams 

i 

Umayyah 

‘UTHMAN  and 
UMAYYADS 


IRuqayyah 
and 

Uram  Kalthum 


‘Abbas 

ABBASIDS 


Fatimah  =  ‘ALI  =  al-  Hanaf  iyyah 

i 

Muhammad  ibn  al- Hanaf  Iyyah 


Hasan 


Husain 


SHI  ITE  IMAMS 
FATIMID  CALIPHS 
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i 

‘Allan 

‘UTHMAN 


12.  Yazid  III 


UMAYYAH 


abu  al-‘Aa  Harb 

_  _ ,  I 

|  abu  Suiyan 

Hakam  [ 

|  1.  Mu‘awiyah  I 

4.  Marwan  I  | 

2.  Yazid  I 

i 

3.  Mu‘awiyah  II 


Muhammad  5.  ‘Abd  al-Malik  ‘Abd  al-‘Aziz 
14.  Marwan  II  I  8.  ‘Umar  II 


6.  Walid  I  7.  Sulaiman  9.  Yazid  II  10.  Hisham 

i  i  i 

11.  Walid  II  Mu‘awiyah 


13.  Ibrahim  ‘Abd  al-Rahman 

UMAYYADS 
OF  SPAIN 


The  ‘Abbasid  propaganda  ultimately  bore  fruit  and  the  House  of  ‘Abbas, 
mainly  with  the  help  of  the  Iranians  who  had  flocked  to  abu  Muslim,  an  Iranian 
leader  of  great  corn-age  and  patriotic  fervour,  succeeded  in  their  machinations. 
The  Umayyads  were  overthrown:  Marwan  the  last  Caliph  was  slain  on  the 
15th  of  Dh.  H.  132/5th  of  August  750,  followed  by  a  general  massacre  of 
the  members  of  the  Royal  House  of  the  Umayyads,  and  Saffah  ascended  the 
throne  in  132/750. 

After  the  revolution  had  become  an  accomplished  fact,  the  Shi'ites  who 
had  supported  the  ‘Abbasid  cause  with  such  sincerity  were  bitterly  dis¬ 
illusioned  and  sadly  disappointed:  they  were  under  the  impression  that  a 
member  of  the  House  of  ‘Ali  would  be  enthroned.  The  treacherous  murder 
of  abu  Muslim  (138/755)  further  convinced  the  Shi'ites,  if  such  conviction 
was  needed,  that  their  ‘Abbasid  cousins  were  no  less  hostile  to  them  and 
their  claim  than  the  Umayyads,  and  it  was  during  this  period  of  bitter  frustra¬ 
tion,  disappointment,  and  stark  disillusionment  that  the  term  “Shi'ah”  was 
invested  with  its  basic  political  and  religious  connotations. 

The  Shi’ites  claimed  that  the  House  of  ‘Abbas  had  usurped  the  Caliphate 
as  the  Umayyads  and  the  three  Orthodox  Caliphs  had  done.  They  contended 
that,  although  de  facto  sovereignty  vested  in  the  ‘Abbasids,  legal  sovereignty 
remained  with  the  descendants  of  ‘Ali  who  were  divinely  ordained  to  be  the 
temporal  and  religious  leaders  of  the  Islamic  peoples. 
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The  Orthodox  Shiites  (Ithna  ‘Ashariyyah),  as  contra-distinguished  from 
other  sects  who  were  either  extremists  in  their  beliefs  or  had  made  a  drastic 
departure  from  the  tenets  of  their  orthodox  brethren,  believed  that  the 
Imamate  had  descended  from  Muhammad,  the  Prophet,  to  ‘Ali  and  his 
descendants  according  to  the  table  given  below: 

1. ‘Ali  (d.  41/661) 

] 

3.  Husain  (d.  61/680) 

4.  Zain  al-‘ Abidin  (d.  c.  94/712) 

I 

5.  Muhammad  Baqir  (d.  113/731) 

i 

6.  Ja‘far  Sadiq  (d.  148/765) 

.  i 

7.  Musa  Kazim  (d.  183/799) 

i 

8.  ‘Ali  Rida  (d.  202/818) 

I 

9.  Muhammad  Taqi  (d.  220/835) 

i 

10.  ‘Ali  Naqi  (d.  254/868) 

I 

11.  Hasan  ‘Askari  (d.  260/874) 

i 

12.  Mahdi  (disappeared  in  260/874) 

According  to  the  Shiite  traditions,  the  twelfth  Imam,  namely,  Mahdi  (the 
expected  one),  was  bom  in  Samarra  in  255  or  256/868  or  869.  At  the  time  of 
the  death  of  his  father  he  would  have  been  only  four  or  five  years  of  age.  He 
was  designated  as  Imam  a  few  days  before  the  death  of  his  father  and  very 
soon  after  his  death  he  disappeared  or  went  into  concealment  which  consists 
of  two  periods,  short  (sughra)  and  long  (kubra).  For  a  period  of  seventy  years 
he  was  represented  by  four  imlcils  (agents  or  advocates),  namely,  ‘TJthman  ibn 
SaTd,  abu  Ja‘far,  abu  al-Qasim,  and  abu  al- Hasan.  The  last  named  refused 
to  nominate  an  agent  on  his  behalf  and  died  saying:  “Now  the  matter  is  with 
God.”  Accordingly,  the  period  when  the  hidden  Imam  was  represented  by  the 
walcUs  is  known  as  the  lesser  concealment  and  this  period  extended  to  329/ 
940.  Since  that  time  the  Shiite  Mahdi  or  the  hidden  Imam  has  been  in  “the 
great  concealment”  and  he  is  expected  to  return  near  the  end  of  time. 

The  political  theories  of  the  Orthodox  Shi'ites  depend  on  three  fundamental 
precepts,  namely,  (1)  the  divine  right  of  the  descendants  of  ‘Ali  to  succeed 
to  the  Imamate,  (2)  the  sinlessness  of  all  the  Imams,  and  (3)  the  return  of 
Mahdi,  the  twelfth  Imam. 

The  first  precept  means  that  democratic  election,  i.e.,  consent  of  the  people, 
or  any  other  method  of  choosing  successor  to  the  Prophet  Muhammad  is  mani- 
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festly  and  palpably  wrong  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  sinful.  Sovereignty,  with 
all  responsibilities  that  it  entails  for  its  holder  as  a  temporal  ruler  and  duties 
that  it  entails  for  him  as  a  religious  chief,  is  a  gift  from  God  which  is  con¬ 
ferred  only  on  those  who  have  descended  from  Muhammad  through  ‘Ali  and 
Fatimah.  (The  descendants  of  ‘Ali  not  born  of  Fatimah  have  no  right  to  the 
Caliphate  or  the  Imamate.)  The  Shi‘ite  theologians  obviously  contend  that 
the  divine  right  of  the  Imam  to  become  the  Commander  of  the  Faithful 
depends  on  the  word  of  God  as  conveyed  by  the  Prophet  to  ‘Ali  and  by  ‘Ali 
to  his  descendants. 

It  has  been  conjectured,  however,  that  the  theory  of  the  divine  right  of 
the  Imams,  which  was  analogous  to  the  theory  of  the  divine  right  of  kings, 
was  evolved  and  developed  by  the  Persian  supporters  of  the  House  of  ‘Ali 
who  had  witnessed  the  rise  and  fall  of  great  empires  wherein  the  emperors 
more  often  than  not  laid  claims  to  Godhead. 

In  all  great  Eastern  empires  of  the  remote  past  the  kings  at  some  time  or 
another  claimed  to  be  gods  or  semi-gods  at  least,  perhaps  in  order  to  stabilize 
the  State  and  to  keep  the  subject  races  unified  through  the  worship  of  the 
sovereign.  When  we  consider  that  the  Shiite  theologians  and  historians  have 
accepted  it  as  a  fact  that  a  daughter  of  the  last  Sassanian  King  of  Persia  was 
married  to  Husain  (all  Imams  being  descendants  from  her),  it  becomes  easy 
enough  to  appreciate  the  position  of  the  Persian  adherents  of  ‘Ali  in  relation 
to  the  Caliphate  and  the  Imamate.  The  fact  that  many  of  the  Shl'ah  sects 
believed  in  the  Godhead  of  ‘Ali  further  lends  support  to  the  theory  that  the 
concept  of  the  divine  right  of  the  Imams  to  succeed  the  Prophet  had  infiltrated 
into  Arabia  through  Persian  channels. 

Once  we  accept  that  the  Imams  are  divinely  ordained  to  rule  the  Faithful, 
we  must  accept  the  fact  that  the  State  as  envisaged  by  the  Shiite  theologians 
is  a  theocracy  in  the  most  rigid  sense  of  the  word,  in  which  the  ruler— a 
temporal  head  as  well  as  religious  chief — cannot  be  deposed  even  if  he  palpably 
commits  sins  and  crimes  of  a  most  serious  nature.  This  is  the  logical  conclusion 
of  the  acceptance  of  the  theory  of  divine  right  because  the  supporters  of  this 
theory  would  contend  that  “what  our  limited  knowledge  visualizes  as  a  crime 
or  as  a  sin  is  really  virtue.”  We,  with  our  limited  knowledge  and  understanding, 
cannot  appreciate  or  assess  the  significance  of  an  act  of  the  Imam.  This  logical 
conclusion  was  accepted  by  the  Ismaflites  specifically  and  categorically, 
although  the  Orthodox  ShTites  contented  themselves  with  saying  that  it  is 
not  possible  for  the  Imam  to  commit  a  sin  or  a  crime. 

The  concept  of  sinlessness  is  a  logical  corollary  of  the  acceptance  of  the 
first  precept. 

It  would  follow,  therefore,  that  in  theocracy  as  envisaged  by  the  Shi'ites, 
the  Caliph  who  is  also  the  Imam  can  neither  be  deposed  nor  interfered  with 
in  any  matter  of  administrative  or  religious  nature.  From  the  purely  political 
point  of  view,  this  theocratic  State  has  elements  of  stability  and  strength 
which  are  peculiarly  its  own,  but  it  may  not  appeal  to  those  who  believe  that 
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sovereignty  vests  really  in  the  people  ultimately  and  that  the  negation  of  the 
right  to  depose,  irrespective  of  the  fact  whether  the  ruler  is  just  or  unjust  and 
cruel,  is  contrary  to  all  principles  of  equity  and  justice  inherent  in  all  con¬ 
stitution-making. 

The  Shi’ite  theologians  may  reply  that  the  Imam,  being  divinely  ordained, 
is  incapable  of  committing  a  sin  or  crime  and  will  exercise  his  authority  in  a 
benevolent  maimer,  and  although  he  will  be  sovereign  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  he  will  be  bound  by  the  restrictions  imposed  upon  him  by  the  Qur’an, 
the  traditions  of  the  Prophet  as  narrated  by  the  Imams,  and  the  examples 
of  the  Imams’  lives. 

The  belief  that  the  twelfth  Imam,  Mahdi,  is  bound  to  return  is  most  signifi¬ 
cant  in  the  sense  that  the  ShVite  theologians  are  in  a  position  to  encourage 
their  adherents  whenever  they  are  passing  through  dangerous  or  chaotic 
periods  and  ask  them  to  stand  fast  since  the  advent  of  the  Mahdi  will  be  the 
end  of  all  tyranny,  despotism,  suffering,  misery,  wretchedness,  and  sinfulness 
and  the  beginning  of  a  new  era  of  prosperity,  bliss,  happiness,  and  ecstasy 
never  experienced  before  by  humanity. 

It  is  obvious  that  temporal  and  religious  problems  are  to  be  solved  during 
the  concealment  of  the  twelfth  Imam.  The  ideal  theocratic  Shfite  State 
envisages  the  existence  of  righteous,  erudite,  competent,  learned,  and  virtuous 
persons  who  administer  the  Law  and  solve  all  theological  problems  and  juristic 
questions  by  ijtihad  (effort).  These  competent  persons  are  known  as  mujtahids 
and  are  supposed  to  derive  their  wisdom  and  acumen  from  the  representatives 
of  the  hidden  Imam  who  is  in  contact  with  them. 

The  mujtahids  have  always  exercised  very  great  influence  in  the  Shi’ite 
States  and  have  been  considered  to  be  the  Caliphs  of  the  Imam.  It  is  of  course 
possible  to  visualize  periods  when  wide  powers  are  misused  and  unlimited 
authority  is  converted  into  tyranny.  Human  nature  is  frail  and  whenever 
human  beings  are  vested  with  unlimited  powers,  they  are  apt  to  misuse  them 
at  some  time  or  other. 

It  may  be  stated,  therefore,  that  the  ShTites  envisaged  their  ideal  State 
as  a  rigidly  theocratic  one,  with  the  concealed  Imam  as  the  arbiter  of  the 
destinies  of  the  Faithful  working  out  a  pattern  of  society  through  the  mujtahids, 
who  derived  their  power  to  adjudicate  from  the  Imam  himself  or  his  represen¬ 
tatives  with  whom  they  are  in  contact.  All  persons,  sovereigns,  rulers  and 
pontiffs,  wherever  they  may  be,  are  usurpers  if  they  do  not  derive  their  right 
to  rule  from  the  commands  of  the  Imam  or  from  his  representatives. 

The  chaotic  conditions  which  prevail  will  be  set  right  by  the  advent  or 
emergence  of  the  Mahdi  who  will  establish  this  ideal  theocratic  State,  holding 
sway  over  the  whole  world  and  laying  the  law  for  all  creatures  who  inhabit  it. 
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POLITICAL  THEORY  OP  THE  ISMA‘lLITES 

The  sixth  Imam  of  the  Suites,  namely.  Imam  Ja'far  Sadiq  (the  Truthful) 
is  justly  considered  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  authorities  on  Law  and  Tradition. 
He  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  most  celebrated  of  the  jurists.  He  instructed  some 
of  the  greatest  Traditioidsts  known  to  the  Muslim  peoples  and  is  also  known 
as  the  originator  or  at  least  the  greatest  exponent  of  the  occult  science  known 
as  jajar. 

Curiously  enough,  it  was  during  his  life-time  that  the  Shi'ite  world  was  torn 
asunder  and  there  emerged  upon  the  scene  a  new  group  or  sect  of  the  Shi'ites. 
known  by  many  names,  for  example,  the  Isma'Ilites,  the  Seveners,  the  Carma- 
thians.  Haft  Imamlyyah,  and  the  Malabidali. 

The  Carmathian  sect  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  Isma'Ilites,  as  the  latest 
research  has  established  beyond  any  doubt:  it  is  the  term  “Isma'ilite”  which 
is  indicative  of  the  true  origin  of  the  sect,  other  appellations  being  either 
misleading  or  based  on  hostility  to  this  sect  in  general  and  to  Orthodox 
Shi'ites  in  particular. 

From  the  tangle  of  conflicting  evidence,  contradictory  claims,  and  incon¬ 
sistent  theories,  the  basic  facts  relating  to  the  origin  of  this  sect  appear  as 
follows : 

It  is  admitted  by  all  concerned  that  Imam  Ja'far  died  in  148/765.  Before 
his  death  he  had  designated  his  son  Isma‘11  to  be  his  successor  and  the 
rightful  Imam.  Now  this  Isma‘11  died  some  time  between  the  year  136/753 
and  146/763:  it  is  clear  that  he  could  not  have  died  before  136/754 — the  year 
that  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliph,  Mansur,  ascended  the  throne — because  we  find  it 
stated  on  unimpeachable  authority  that  the  fact  of  his  death  was  reported  to 
the  Caliph,  who,  obviously,  watched  the  movements  of  the  Shi'ite  Imams 
carefully  and  sometimes  with  great  anxiety,  because  almost  all  the  movements 
which  aimed  at  the  overthrow  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate  used  the  name  of 
the  reigning  Shi'ite  Imam  as  a  cloak.  The  ‘Abbasid  Caliphs,  therefore,  even 
when  convinced  that  Imams  themselves  were  not  in  any  way  associated  with 
the  movement  in  question,  very  carefully  kept  them  under  State  observation. 
According  to  the  Shi'ites.  they  were,  for  all  practical  purposes,  prisoners  of 
State,  and  their  movements  were  restricted  by  “political  expediency,”  the 
seriousness  or  the  significance  of  which  was  determined  by  the  corresponding 
seriousness  of  the  revolt  or  the  movement  which  gave  birth  to  it. 

Again,  this  is  admitted  by  all  concerned  that  before  the  death  of  Isma‘11, 
Imam  Ja'far  had  revoked  the  authority  of  succession  in  the  ease  of  Isma‘11 
and  had  in  his  place  designated  Imam  Musa  Kazim  as  his  rightful  successor 
and  Imam  of  the  Shi'ites. 

The  reasons,  which  led  the  Imam  to  take  this  step  which  caused  the  SJji'ite 
community  to  be  tom  asunder  and  divided  into  hostile  groups,  cannot  be 
determined  at  this  stage.  The  Orthodox  Shi'ites — and  Sunni  authorities  are 
not  lacking  in  support  thereof — assert  that  Imam  IsmS/fl  was,  one  unfortunate 
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day,  found  drinking  wine  and  thus  commiting  an  action  which  is  admittedly 
a  sin.  Imam  Ja‘far — so  the  story  goes — thereupon  repudiated  IsmaTl  and 
designated  his  brother  as  his  successor. 

This  repudiation  of  sanction  or  authority,  technically  known  as  nass,  was 
not  and  could  not  be  accepted  by  some  of  the  Shiites  because  it  negatived 
and  falsified  the  fundamental  postulates  of  the  Shfites  in  general. 

Those  who  would  not  accept  this  repudiation  and  revocation  argue  as 
follows : 

The  sinlessness  of  the  Imam  is  an  established  fact.  Ismail  was  declared  to 
be  the  Imam-Designate  by  Ja'far.  He,  therefore,  was  incapable  of  committing 
any  sin  or  perpetrating  any  crime.  The  allegation  that  he  was  found  drinking 
wine  was  either  incorrect  or  related  to  one  of  those  mysterious  acts  of  the 
Imam-Designate  the  significance  of  which  is  known  to  him  only.  Since  he 
was  incapable  of  committing  a  sin,  his  drinking  must  have  been  a  cloak  for 
some  other  activity :  in  other  words,  drinking  was  an  appearance  (zahir),  the 
reality  (buiin)  of  which  was  known  only  to  the  Imam  or  to  those  in  whom 
he  confided. 

The  supporters  of  IsmaTl  also  contend  that  he  was  appointed  Imam- 
Designate  by  Imam  Ja'far  in  accordance  with  divine  command.  God  is  in¬ 
fallible.  It  is  impossible  to  conceive  that  God  was  not  aware  that  IsmaTl  one 
day  would  be  found  drinking.  If,  therefore,  he  allowed  IsmaTl  to  be  declared 
as  the  successor  of  Imam  Ja‘far,  the  story  that  IsmaTl  was  found  drinking 
wine  must  either  be  untrue  or  must  be  considered  and  treated  as  an  act 
innocent  in  itself,  the  significance  of  which  is  known  only  to  God,  the  Imam, 
and  his  successor.  They  contend  that  it  was  quite  possible  that  the  wine-drink¬ 
ing  of  IsmaTl  may  have  been  considered  expedient  by  God  and  since  all  actions 
of  the  Imam  flow  from  God,  no  action  of  IsmaTl,  however  sinful  it  may  have 
appeared,  can  be  considered  to  be  unjustified  and  condemned,  since  it  is  in 
fact  an  act  performed  as  ordained  by  Providence.  During  the  life-time  of 
Imam  Ja'far  the  controversy  and  the  ferment  consequent  upon  the  revoca¬ 
tion  of  authority  remained  subdued,  but  as  soon  as  he  died  the  supporters 
of  Isma‘11  came  forward  and  contested  the  succession  of  Imam  Musa  Kazim. 
Since  IsmaTl  had  died  during  the  life-time  of  his  father,  it  was  contended 
that  the  nass  (sanction,  authority)  had  been  transferred  from  IsmaTl  to  his 
son  Muhammad  who  had  from  then  on  become  the  rightful  Imam,  the  spiritual 
and  temporal  leader  of  the  ShTites  and  the  rightful  ruler  of  all  territorial 
possessions. 

There  were  some  who  believed  that  IsmaTl  had  not  really  died  and  was 
the  last  rightful  Imam,  but  they  were  in  a  minority.  Slowly  but  steadily  the 
supporters  of  Muhammad  the  son  of  IsmaTl  gained  ascendancy  and  laid  the 
foundation  of  the  Isma'ili  sect  which  culminated  in  the  establishment  of  one 
of  the  greatest  Muslim  empires  of  the  East — the  Empire  of  the  Fatimids  of 
Egypt. 

De  Goeje  and  Dozy  have  it  “that  a  certain  ‘Abd  Allah  b.  Maimun,  an 
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occulist  (qaddah)  by  profession  and  a  Persian  by  race,”  was  inspired  by 
religious  fervour,  political  ambition,  and  inveterate  hatred  against  the  “Arabs 
and  Islam,”  to  “bind  together  in  one  association  the  conquered  and  the  con¬ 
querors;  to  combine  in  one  secret  society,  wherein  there  should  be  several 
grades  of  indication,  the  free-thinkers  who  saw  in  religion  only  a  curb  for  the 
common  people  and  the  bigots  of  all  sects;  to  make  use  of  the  believers  to 
bring  about  the  reign  of  the  unbelievers  and  of  the  conquerors  to  overthrow 
the  empire  which  they  had  themselves  founded ;  to  form  for  himself,  in  short, 
a  party,  numerous,  compact,  and  schooled  to  obedience,  which,  when  the 
moment  was  come,  would  give  the  throne,  if  not  to  himself,  at  least  to  his 
descendants:  such  was  the  dominant  idea  of  ‘Abd  Allah  b.  Maimun,  an  idea 
which,  grotesque  and  audacious  though  it  was,  he  realized  with  astonishing 
tact,  incomparable  skill,  and  a  profound  knowledge  of  the  human  heart.” 

There  is  a  very  significant  old  adage  that  if  you  fling  sufficient  mud  some 
is  bound  to  stick.  This  is  exactly  what  happened  in  the  case  of  Maimun  and 
his  son  ‘Abd  Allah.  The  Orientalists — nay  even  such  an  erudite  Iranian 
scholar  as  Muhammad  Qazv.lni,  the  editor  of  Tdrikh-i  Jahdn-Ousha  by  ‘Ata 
Malik  Juwaini — were  misled  by  the  voluminous  ‘Abbasid  propaganda,  hostile 
commentary  of  the  Orthodox  Shi'ites,  and  the  specious  argument  of  those 
opposed  to  the  Isma'Ilites,  into  thinking  that  Maimun  and  his  son  ‘Abd  Allah 
were  opposed  to  the  tenets  of  Islam  or  were  inspired  by  the  hatred  for  the 
Arabs.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  as  the  latest  research  has  established  beyond  any 
doubt,  Maimun  was  the  name  adopted  by  Imam  Muhammad  when  he  went 
into  concealment  (ghaibali).  In  other  words,  during  the  period  of  concealment 
those  who  were  in  his  confidence  knew  Imam  Muhammad  to  be  Maimun. 

No  doubt,  this  is  a  daring  postulate  but,  once  we  accept  it,  all  conflicts 
are  resolved,  all  inconsistencies  removed,  and  all  confusions  laid  to  rest. 
It  is  quite  evident  that  when  the  Orthodox  Shl‘ites  assert  that  Maimun  was 
a  narrator  of  traditions  under  Imam  Baqir  and  Imam  Ja'far,  they  are  speak¬ 
ing  the  literal  truth.  So  are  the  Isma'Ilites  when  they  say  that  Maimun  and 
his  son  ‘Abd  Allah  were  the  staunchest  supporters  of  the  Isma'ilite  cause. 
It  is  clear  that  the  Orthodox  Shi'ites  were  not  taken  into  confidence  by  the 
supporters  of  Imam  Muhammad  when  he  was  in  concealment  and  were,  there¬ 
fore,  unable  to  appreciate  that  Maimun  and  Muhammad  are  one  and  the 
same  person.  By  accepting  this  postulate  we  are  also  in  a  position  to  ap¬ 
preciate  and  understand  the  attitude  adopted  by  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphs  in 
relation  to  both  Maimun  and  his  son  ‘Abd  Allah.  It  is  quite  likely  that  some 
of  the  spies  of  the  ‘Abbasids  might  have  brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Caliph 
that  Maimun  was  the  concealed  Imam;  and  political  expediency  might  have 
forbidden  the  broadcasting  of  this  highly  significant  and  equally  dangerous 
information. 

The  stream  of  invectives  poured  upon  the  head  of  Maimun  and  his  son 
‘Abd  Allah  by  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphs,  the  Orthodox  Shi'ites,  and  the  Sunni 
historians  in  general,  is  in  itself  significant  and  tends  to  support  the  theory 
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that  both  these  persons  were  not  only  supporters  of  the  Isma'ilites’  cause 
but  were  the  pivots  and  props  thereof. 

After  the  death  of  Ja'far,  Muhammad  went  into  concealment  adopting  the 
name  of  Maimun.  He  spent  some  time  at  Kufah  and  Rayy.  The  ‘Abbasid 
Caliph  being  informed  that  Muhammad  was  laying  the  foundation  of  a  power¬ 
ful  organization  even  in  concealment  and  sending  out  preachers  to  different 
parts  of  Persia  made  some  efforts  to  seize  him,  but  it  would  appear  that 
either  these  efforts  were  half-hearted  or  they  failed. 

Ultimately,  ‘Abd  Allah  al-Mahdi  in  direct  line  of  descent  from  Muhammad 
the  son  of  Isma'Il  succeeded  in  laying  the  foundation  of  an  enviable  empire 
in  Egypt,  the  rulers  of  which  are  known  to  history  as  the  Fatimids  or  the 
descendants  of  Fatimah  through  ‘Ali. 

At  this  juncture  it  is  perhaps  expedient  to  state  in  the  most  explicit  terms 
that  the  Carmathians  were  not  associated  with  the  Isma'ilites,  nor  were  they 
identical  with  them  as  it  is  sometimes  wrongly  supposed. 

Hollister  has  ascertained  their  position  as  follows.  “We  find  the  word 
Carmathian  used:  (1)  as  an  equivalent  for  Isma'ilis  in  general;  (2)  for  the  dis¬ 
sident  groups  of  Isma'ilites  who  joined  in  the  invasion  of  Syria  and  came  very 
close  to  capturing  Damascus  and  establishing  there  a  Fatimid  Kingdom  some¬ 
what  earlier  than  that  established  in  North  Africa;  (3)  for  the  followers  of 
Hamdan  Qarmat  and  ‘Abdan,  his  brother-in-law,  who  seceded  from  the 
Isma'ilis;  and  (4)  for  the  Qarmatians  of  Bahrain.  The  more  recent  studies, 
supported  by  Isma'Ilite  authorities,  have  made  it  clear  that  only  this  last 
group  is  really  entitled  to  the  name  Qarmatian  (Carmathian).” 

The  Fatimid  Caliphs  (297-567/909-1171),  broadly  speaking,  tried  to 
establish  a  theocratic  State  and  were  on  the  whole  just  rulers  and  efficient 
administrators.  One  of  them,  al-Hakim,  however,  claimed  divinity  for  himself. 
In  other  words,  he  not  only  claimed  to  be  the  Imam,  but  further  contended 
that  the  divine  light  had  entered  his  body  so  that  he  had  become  identical 
with  the  Creator.  His  claim  was  laughed  out  of  Egypt,  but  the  Druzes  of 
Lebanon  up  to  this  day  believe  in  his  divinity  and  look  forward  to  the  return 
of  Lord  Hakim.  They  do  not  believe  that  he  was  actually  murdered  and  are 
confident  that  he  merely  disappeared  as  an  Imam  often  does,  and  would 
reappear  in  due  course  as  the  herald  of  a  new  era  of  prosperity,  righteousness, 
and  godliness  on  the  earth. 

Amazingly  enough  the  Isma'ilites  were  destined  to  be  split  again  into  two 
powerful  groups.  Al-Mustansir  died  in  428/1036  and  the  Imamate  should 
have  been  transferred  to  his  eldest  son  Nizar  who,  his  supporters  claimed,  had 
been  properly  designated  as  Imam.  However,  he  was  not  in  Cairo  when  his 
father  died,  and  before  he  could  take  effective  steps  his  brother  al-Musta'li 
ascended  the  throne  and  Nizar  was  faced  with  a  fait  accompli. 

Nizar  never  succeeded  to  the  throne,  but  he  found  a  very  staunch  supporter 
in  Hasan  Sabbab  who  had  come  to  Persia  during  the  reign  of  al-Mustansir. 
This  Hasan  Sabbab  was  really  an  amazing  person,  learned,  erudite,  ambitious. 
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outwardly  pious,  wily,  and  blessed  with  administrative  ability  and  infinite 
capacity  to  work. 

In  order  to  further  his  own  ends,  he  supported  the  cause  of  Nizar  as  the  right¬ 
ful  Imam  and  the  ruler  of  the  Islamic  world,  and  in  his  name  took  possession 
of  many  fortresses  in  Persia  including  the  famous  Alamut  (the  Eagle’s  Nest) 
which  in  due  course  of  time  became  the  centre  of  Hasan’s  activities. 

The  movement  initiated  by  Hasan  is  known  as  Da'wat-i  Jadid  or  New 
Propaganda.  The  Nizari  Imams  of  Alamut,  beginning  with  Hasan  Sabbab, 
held  sway  in  certain  parts  of  Persia  until  the  last  Imam  Khurshah  was  killed 
by  the  Mongols  in  the  seventh/thirteenth  century.  The  Nizari  branch  of  the 
Ismail ites  recognizes  the  Agha  Khan  as  its  head  and  their  members  are 
known  in  the  Indo-Pakistan  sub-continent  as  Khojahs.  The  adherents  of 
Mustaii  are  known  as  Bohras. 

According  to  the  Ismailites  as  to  the  Orthodox  Shiites,  the  only  rightful 
State  is  a  theocratic  one  which  has  as  its  Head  the  Imam  who,  as  we  have 
already  emphasized,  is  divinely  ordained  to  hold  his  office. 

The  Imam  or  the  Head  of  the  State  never  becomes  functus  officio  in  the 
sense  that  when  he  is  concealed  his  representatives  become  operative  and 
spread  the  light.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  both  the  sects,  the  Twelvers  and  the 
Ismailites,  believe  in  the  continuity  of  the  office  of  the  Imam.  There  can  be 
no  vacuum  so  far  as  the  performance  of  the  functions  pertaining  to  the  Imamate 
is  concerned.  There  may  be  and  sometimes  i3  a  long  period  between  the  death 
of  one  prophet  and  the  birth  of  another,  but  during  this  period  the  Imam 
continues  to  perform  his  functions  in  the  light  of  revelation. 

It  is  believed  that  every  Prophet  had  an  Imam  to  whom  he  revealed  the 
truth.  Technically,  the  Prophet  is  called  ndtiq  and  the  Imam  as  samit. 

It  is  admitted  that,  although  revelation  is  only  vouchsafed  to  the  prophet, 
it  is  interpreted  and  enforced  by  the  Imam,  since  the  esoteric  meanings  of  the 
revelation  are  known  to  him  alone.  During  the  Fatimid  period,  ‘Ali,  the  fourth 
Caliph,  was  given  the  place  of  asas  or  the  foundation  of  the  Imamate  and 
was,  thus,  raised  to  a  position  above  all  other  Imams. 

In  the  theocratic  State  envisaged  by  the  Isma’Ilites  every  Imam  has  a 
chief  minister  who  is  termed  Bob  (the  door,  the  gate).  He  is  the  intermediary 
between  the  Imam  and  the  inner  circle  of  preachers.  All  information  sought 
to  be  conveyed  to  the  Imam  is  conveyed  through  the  Bab  and  all  orders 
passed  by  the  Imam  are  communicated  to  the  persons  concerned  by  the  same 
Bab.  It  is  on  record  that  Hasan  Sabbab  claimed  that  he  had  been  refused 
permission  to  see  the  Imam  on  account  of  the  fact  that  Badr,  the  Bab,  and 
the  minister  of  Mustansir  would  not  allow  him  to  do  so. 

The  Isma’Ilite  creed  emphasizes  the  importance  of  cycles.  Obviously,  one 
source  of  revelation  is  not  sufficient  to  lead  humanity  to  the  true  path.  There¬ 
fore,  there  have  been  cycles  of  revelation,  each  introduced  by  a  prophet  or 
ndtiq  succeeded  by  six  Imams.  The  seventh  initiates  a  new  cycle  and  really 
ranks  as  a  prophet. 
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This  is  the  reason  why  Isma’Il  is  held  in  such  reverence  by  the  Isma’ilites : 
he  completes  the  cycle  which  began  with  the  Prophet  Muhammad  and  intro¬ 
duces  a  new  one. 

Salvation  of  mankind  depends  upon  recognizing  the  basic  principle  that 
one  must  identify  the  Imam  and  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  (bai‘ah )  to  him. 
Those  who  do  not  recognize  the  Imam  remain  in  a  state  of  sin. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  Shl’ites  believe  in  the  doctrine  of  the  sinless¬ 
ness  of  the  Imam.  It  has  also  been  stated  that  Isma’ilites,  more  than  any  other 
Shi’ite  sect,  accept  unflinchingly  the  conclusions  which  are  attendant  upon 
this  belief.  In  other  words,  if  it  be  proved  beyond  any  shadow  of  doubt  by  un¬ 
impeachable  evidence  that  I. '■Ilia'll  was  observed  drinking  wine,  the  Isma’ilites 
would  argue  that  since  the  Imam  is  incapable  of  committing  a  sin  his  wine¬ 
drinking  must  be  considered  to  be  an  act  which  is  capable  of  an  esoteric 
interpretation  (ta’iml). 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  basis  of  the  Isma’ilite  creed,  as  it  crystallized  under 
Fatimids  of  Egypt,  is  the  belief  that  there  are  two  aspects  of  knowledge, 
namely,  the  apparent  or  manifest  (zahir)  and  the  esoteric  or  inner  (batin). 
The  zahir  of  the  Qur’an  is  tanzil  while  the  batin  is  ta’unl.  The  esoteric  meaning 
is  known  to  the  Prophet  who  imparts  knowledge  to  his  Imam.  The  Imam 
then  spreads  the  light  through  his  representatives :  “every  person  who  wishes 
to  belong  to  the  Da'wat  enters  into  covenant  with  him  (the  Imam),  on  behalf 
of  God.  This  is  called  bai'ah.  Man  and  woman  must  both  take  a  like  oath  in 
a  ceremony  known  as  mithdq.  They  must  quite  justly  oppose  everything 
that  is  unlawful .  .  .  and  keep  secret  those  things  and  the  religious  knowledge 
which  are  entrusted  to  them.  Obedience  to  all  the  dictates  of  religion  is  the 
most  important  duty  of  the  Faithful.  Salvation  can  be  attained  only  through 
obedience  completed  in  word,  action,  desire,  and  thought.” 

Whereas  the  Sunnis  and  the  Twelvers  ( Ithna  ‘Ashariyyah )  have  comment¬ 
aries  relating  to  the  meaning  of  the  Qur’an,  the  Isma’ilites  do  not  and  cannot 
possess  any  such  works. 

Ivanow  has  it  that  in  Isma’ilism  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  work  of  Tafsir 
(commentary  on  the  Qur’an).  It  would  appear  that  the  passages  which  seem 
obscure  or  ambiguous  can  only  be  referred  to  the  Imam  and  whoever  has  the 
good  fortune  to  learn  the  esoteric  meaning  from  the  Imam  or  his  representa¬ 
tives  is  bound  to  keep  such  information  confidential  and  secret  on  account  of 
the  oath  of  allegiance  taken  by  him. 

All  subjects  of  a  theocratic  State,  as  envisaged  by  the  Isma’ilites,  therefore, 
are  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  religion  in  accordance  with  their  intelligence, 
capacity,  integrity,  and  loyalty.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  if  a  subject  of  this 
theocratic  State  breaks  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  becomes  a  convert  to  any 
other  religion,  he  is  severely  punished  (provided  he  is  captured). 

Until  the  Fatimid  regime  came  into  power  the  Isma’ilites,  like  the  other 
Shi’ite  sects,  were  anxiously  waiting  for  the  advent  of  the  Mahdi  who  would 
bring  peace  and  prosperity  to  the  world.  After  the  establishment  of  the  Fatimids, 
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the  conception  of  a  personal  Mahdi  as  al-qa’im  was  changed.  Every  Caliph  of 
the  Fatimid  dynasty  was  named  al-qa’im  and  thus  “the  idea  of  Mahdi  became 
merged,  so  to  speak,  in  the  Imamate,  in  the  dynasty  whose  mission  comes  to 
include  the  objects  which  the  Mahdi  was  to  effect,  if  not  under  an  Imam,  then 
under  one  of  his  successors.” 

The  theocratic  State  of  the  Isma'ilites  enjoins  upon  all  the  subjects  to 
wage  a  holy  war  (jihad)  against  the  people  “who  turn  away  from  religion.” 
The  duty  to  wage  war  is  obligatory,  but  it  is  restricted  by  an  important  con¬ 
dition:  it  can  be  justified  only  under  the  guidance  either  of  the  Imam  or  of 
his  accredited  representative. 

All  subjects  of  this  theocratic  State  believed  in  the  expediency  of  dissimula¬ 
tion  (taqiyyah)  although  its  necessity  was  reduced  almost  to  nothingness 
during  the  regime  of  the  Fatimids.  Still  taqiyyah  is  an  accepted  fact  and  when¬ 
ever  the  Imam  is  in  concealment  his  disciples  are  obliged  to  practise  it  so 
that  they  may  come  to  no  harm.  Before  the  Fatimid  regime  even  the  Imams 
themselves  practised  taqiyyah,  according  to  authentic  evidence  endorsed  by 
the  Isma'ilites. 

It  has  been  mentioned  that  the  sect  of  the  Twelve  as  well  as  the  Isma'ilites 
believe  that  the  only  rightful  ruler  of  all  territorial  possessions  of  the  world 
is  the  Imam.  Since  at  a  given  moment  a  theocratic  Isma'Ilite  State  may  or 
may  not  exist,  it  is  the  duty  of  all  Isma'ilites  to  encourage  the  preaching  of 
their  creed.  The  Fatimids  paid  great  attention  to  the  intellectual  equipment 
of  a  preacher  (da‘i).  The  da‘i  was  supposed  to  answer  any  question  that  a 
pupil  or  an  opponent  might  ask.  He  was,  therefore,  made  to  study  jurisprudence, 
all  branches  of  Tradition,  the  philosophical  interpretation  of  the  Qur’an,  ta'wil 
or  allegorical  meanings,  and  the  art  of  controversy  and  dialectics. 

The  theocratic  State  of  the  Isma'ilites  established  under  the  Fatimids 
encouraged  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  In  a  way  it  aimed  at  rationalization 
of  the  precepts  of  religion.  It  was  by  arousing  the  curiosity  of  the  people  that 
the  Isma'Ui  preachers  ultimately  succeeded  in  winning  them  over.  It  is  para¬ 
doxical,  indeed,  that  the  Isma'ilites,  who  believed  that  mere  knowledge  is  not 
sufficient  for  the  achievement  of  salvation  and  that  one  has  to  recognize  an 
Imam  and  follow  him  unstintedly  in  all  matters,  established  seats  of  learning, 
schools  and  universities  where  the  students  were  encouraged  to  think  for 
themselves.  The  Azhar  University  of  Cairo  was  built  by  the  Fatimids  and 
has  continued  since  then  to  be  regarded  as  the  outstanding  educational 
institution  in  the  entire  Muslim  world. 

The  Fatimids  also  established  observatories  and  libraries  and  these  institu¬ 
tions  were  accessible  to  all  peoples  and  classes  irrespective  of  religion  or  creed. 
Public  gatherings  were  addressed  by  learned  men  in  robes  which  may  be 
regarded  as  forerunners  of  the  academic  gowns  worn  by  professors  today.  All 
costs  pertaining  to  these  institutions  were  borne  by  the  Government  and 
for  the  teaching  of  different  sciences  learned  professors  were  imported  from 
Spain  and  from  farthest  parts  of  Asia. 
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It  may  be  said,  therefore,  that  a  theocratic  State,  rigid  in  its  framework 
and  immutable  in  its  convictions,  gave  birth  to  rational  movements  aimed 
at  the  correlation  of  religious  precepts  with  scientific  and  philosophic  truths 
as  known  at  the  time.  It  became  the  harbinger  of  rational  thinking,  and  by 
encouraging  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  it  gave  to  learning  and  letters  a  new 
impetus.  If  we  believe  Nasir  Khusrau,  and  we  have  no  reason  to  disbelieve 
him,  the  State  which  was  established  by  the  Fatimids  had  become  the  centre 
of  all  learning  and  knowledge  and  from  it  radiated  waves  and  movements 
towards  different  parts  of  the  Muslim  world  encouraging  others  to  pursue 
knowledge,  to  think  for  themselves,  and  to  ponder  over  religious  matters  in 
the  light  of  reason. 

It  is  an  amazing  coincidence  of  history  that  a  theocratic  State  should  give 
birth  to  rational  thought  and  should  encourage  the  study  of  philosophy  even 
when  it  must  have  been  aware  that  learning  and  education  tend  to  produce  a 
collective  mental  state  which  is  opposed  to  the  rigidity  of  a  truly  theocratic 
State.  The  Fatimids  deserve  all  honour,  therefore,  for  advancing  the  cause  of 
knowledge  even  with  the  lurking  suspicion  that  it  may  end  in  the  destruction 
of  their  own  State  and  sealing  their  own  doom. 
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Chapter  XXXVIII 
NIZAM  AL-MULK  TUSI 


Nizam  al-Mulk  Tusi  was  born  in  408/10181  and  died  in  485/1092.  He  was 
not  only  a  minister  of  the  Saljuqs  for  the  last  thirty  years  of  his  life,  a  scholar,2 
and  a  patron  of  arts  and  sciences,  but  also  the  founder3  of  the  famous  Univer¬ 
sity  styled  after  his  name  the  Nizamhjyah. 

He  lived  in  an  age  which  witnessed  the  lowest  degradation  of  the  Caliphate, 
following  its  transformation  during  a  period  of  three  centuries,4 *  from  a  democ¬ 
racy  into  an  autocracy  and  from  autocracy  into  a  mere  puppetry  in  the 
hands  of  powerful  masters.  That  period  also  saw  the  fall  of  the  Ghaznawid 
Empire  and  the  Buwaihid  Kingdom,  and  the  rise  of  the  Saljuqs  after  their 
victory  over  the  Ghaznawids  in  431/1040,  when  their  nomadic  life  changed 
into  the  life  of  a  gigantic  empire,  extending  from  the  Oxus  and  the  Jaxartes 
to  the  Bosphorus.  It  was  an  age  of  change  and  fusion  of  social  and 
political  ideas  and  institutions,  specially  in  that  part  of  the  Muslim  world 
in  which  Nizam  al-Mulk  lived  and  worked.  The  rise  of  the  Persian  element 
in  political  power  in  the  early  period  of  the  ‘Abbasids  was  followed  by  a 
gradual  revival  of  the  Persian  political  institutions  under  the  patronage  of  the 
Samanids,  the  Ghaznawids.  and  then  of  the  Saljuqs.  These  institutions  in  their 
turn,  together  with  their  theoretical  foundations,  came  to  be  assimilated 
by  Muslim  thought.  For  this  assimilation  no  battle  of  ideas  was  ever  fought; 
it  came  as  a  process  of  cultural  development  in  which  Nizam  al-Mulk  stood 
as  one  of  the  representatives  of  Persian  culture,  with  a  bias  towards  Islamic 
thought. 

Nizam  al-Mulk  was  not  really  his  name.  It  was  a  title  of  honour  conferred 
upon  him  by  his  Saljuq  master,  Alp  Arslan,  after  his  appointment  as  a 
minister.  His  name  was  abu  ‘Ali  Hasan,  and  his  father’s  name  was  abu  al- 
Hasan  ‘Ali,  who  belonged  to  a  family  of  landowners  ( dihqans )*  of  Radhkan,6 
a  small  town  in  the  suburb  of  Tus  where  Nizam  al-Mulk  was  born.  In  the  days 


1  According  to  ibn  t'uaduq  ‘Ali  b.  Zaid  al-Baihaqi,  he  was  bom  in  470/1019-20; 
see  Tarikh-i  Baihaqi ,  ed.  Ahmad  Bahman-Yar,  Chap  Khanah-i  Qanun,  Teheran, 
1317/1938,  p.  76. 

2  Ibn  al-Athir,  al-Kamil  ji  al-Tarijch ,  Bulaq,  1290/1874,  Vol.  X,  p.  77. 

3  Bundari,  Zubdat  al-Nusrah  w-al-Niikhbat  al-'Um-ah.  ed.  M.  Th.  Houtsma, 
Leiden,  1889,  p.  33. 

4  For  a  detailed  description,  see  T.  W.  Arnold,  The  Caliphate,  O.  U.  P.,  Oxford, 

1924,  Chapters  IV,  VI;  A.  H.  Siddiqi,  Caliphate  and  Kingship  in  Medieval  Persia , 
Sh.  Muhammad  Ashraf,  Lahore,  1942,  Chaps.  I  &  II. 

6  Shams  al-Din  abu  al-‘Abbas  ibn  Kjiallikan,  Wafaydt  al-A‘yan,  Bulaq,  1299/ 
1882,  Vol.  I,  p.  179. 

6  ‘Abd  al-Kartm  b.  Muhammad  al-Sam'ani,  Kitdb  al-Ansab,  Gibb  Memorial 
Series,  Leiden/London,  1912,  fol.  242a. 
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of  the  Ghaznawids  his  father  was  appointed  a  tax-collector  of  Tus  by  abu 
al-Fadl  Suri,  who  was  the  Governor  of  Khurasan.7 

His  early  education  started  with  the  study  of  Tradition  (Hadith)  and 
jurisprudence  (Fiqh)  \  and  as  his  father  wanted  him  to  take  up  the  legal 
profession  for  his  future  career,  he  was  put  under  the  care  of  ‘Abd  al-Samad 
Funduraji,8  who  was  a  profound  scholar  of  Law.9 

In  the  famous  “Tale  of  the  Three  School-Fellows,”  it  is  related  of  him  that 
in  his  school  days  in  Nishapur,  where  he  was  sent  to  attend  the  lectures  of 
Imam  Muwaffaq,  he  made  friends  with  two  boys,  who  later  became  eminent 
personalities.  One  was  'Umar  Khayyam,  the  great  poet  and  astronomer,  and 
the  other  Hasan  b.  Sabbab,  the  founder  of  the  Batiniyyah  sect  of  the  Assassins. 
Research  by  the  late  Sayyid  Sulaiman  Nadawi  makes  it  unnecessary  to 
discuss  this  controversial  point10  of  Nizam  al-Mulk’s  life.  This  tale,  he  proves, 
is  a  fabrication.  From  what  the  author  of  Tanfch-i  Baihaqi  relates  about 
Nizam’s  family  on  the  reliable  authority  of  his  grandfather  Shaikh  al-Islam 
Amirak,  who  had  seen  Ni?am  al-Mulk  in  his  boyhood,  it  may  be  concluded 
that  it  was  after  he  had  reached  the  age  of  maturity  and  not  in  his  early 
years,  and  after  his  father  had  been  relieved  of  financial  worries11 *  that  he 
was  able  to  attend  Imam  Muwaffaq’s  lectures  in  order  to  complete  his  higher 
studies. 

His  studies  over,  he  travelled  to  Bukhara  and  Merv,  and  to  a  number  of 
towns14  in  Transoxiana,  most  probably  in  search  of  a  post,  and  after  441  /104913 
he  went  to  Qhaznah.  where  he  sought  service  with  the  Ghaznawids.  thus 
getting  an  opportunity  to  acquaint  himself  with  their  administration.  When 
Sultan  ‘Abd  al-Rashld  was  murdered  in  444/1052  and  the  political  affairs 
were  upset,  he  escaped  to  Balkh  and  entered  the  service  of  ‘Ali  b.  Shadhan.11 
who  was  then  the  governor  of  that  province  on  behalf  of  the  Saljuq  ruler 


7  Ibn  Funduq,  op.  tit.,  pp.  78-79. 

8  Not  Fandaruhi  as  in  the  Nasd'ih-i  Khwaiah  Nizam  al-Mulk  (MS.  British 
Museum,  Or.  256,  fol.  7a),  or  Qanduzi  as  in  the  Dastur  al-Wuzara*  (MS.  B.  M. 
Add.  26.  267,  fol.  5a),  but  Funduraji  as  in  Sam‘ani,  op.  tit.,  fol.  432a,  and  in 
abu  al-Hasan  ‘Ali  b.  Hasan  al-BSkbarzi,  Dumyat  al-Qasr,  ed.  Muhammad  Raghib 
Tabbakh,  Aleppo,  1349/1930,  p.  213. 

*  Wasdya-i  Kkwdiah  Nizam  al-Mulk,  Bombay,  1305/1887,  p.  6. 

10  Sayyid  Sulaiman  Nadawi,  Khayyam,  Ma’arif  Press,  Azamgarh,  1933,  pp. 
1—50.  For  further  study,  see  E.  D.  Ross,  A  Biographical  Introduction  to  the  liuha  iyot 
of  Omar  Khavvdm.  tr.  Fitzgerald,  Methuen,  London,  1900,  Part  II,  pp.  38,  76; 
K.  G.  Browne,  A  Literary  History  of  Persia,  London.  1915,  2nd  ed.,  Vol.  II,  pp. 
190-93;  Arnold  and  Nicholson,  Eds.,  A  Volume  of  Oriental  Studies  Presented  to 
E.  Q.  Browne,  Cambridge  University  Press,  1922 ,  pp.  409-12;  H.  Bowen,  “The 
Surgut] hash, t  -i  Sayyidna,”  JRAS,  London,  Oct.  1931,  Part  V,  pp.  773-76. 

11  Ibn  Funduq,  op.  tit.,  pp.  79-82. 

14  Ibn  al-Athir,  op.  tit .,  Vol.  X,  p.  77. 

18  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq  Kanpuri,  Nizam  al-Mulk  Tiisi,  Agra,  1912,  p.  59. 

11  Taj  al-Din  abu  Nasr  ‘Abd  al-Wahhab  al-Subki,  Tabaqdt  al-S^dfl‘iyyah,  ed. 
Ahmad  b.  ‘Abd  al-Karim,  Husainiyyah  Press,  Cairo,  1324/1906,  Vol.  Ill,  p.  136. 
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Chaghari  Beg  Dawud.  Annoyed  with  the  habits  of  this  man,  who  extorted 
heavy  sums  from  him  every  year,16  he  fled  to  Merv;  there  Chaghari  Beg 
appointed  him  the  mushir  (counsellor)  and  the  katib  (secretary)16  of  his  son, 
Alp  Arslan.  It  was  on  the  advice  of  ‘Ali  b.  Shadhan17  that  Alp  Arslan, 
after  his  accession  to  the  throne  in  455/1062,  raised  him  to  the  position  of  a 
Joint  Minister  with  ‘Amid  al-Mulk  Kunduri.  But  Kunduri  was  soon  deposed 
and  then  put  to  death,  it  is  said,18  on  the  advice  of  Nizam  al-Mulk,  who  had 
then  become  the  full-fledged  Prime  Minister  of  the  Saljuq  Empire. 

He  became  the  real  master  of  the  whole  realm  with  the  succession  of  Malik- 
sliah  to  his  father’s  throne  in  465/1072,  which  he  owed  entirely  to  Nizam 
al-Mulk’s  efforts.19  From  the  capital  of  the  Saljuqs,  his  influence  spread  to 
the  capital  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliph,  who  is  said  to  have  dignified  him  with 
the  title  of  Radi-u  Amir  al-Mu’minin,  never  before  conferred  on  a  vizier.20  He 
had  done  much  to  stabilize  the  power  of  the  Saljuqs,  and  to  improve  their 
administration,  and,  therefore,  when  Malikshah  once  threatened  him  with 
dismissal  he  dared  to  reply  that  the  kingship  was  linked  with  his  vizierate.21 

In  his  last  days,  he  came  into  collision  with  the  IsmaAliyyah  movement 
of  Hasan  b.  Sabbah,  in  whose  activities  he  saw  danger  to  the  Saljuq  Empire. 
He  had  actually  once  deputed  abu  Muslim  Radi  to  arrest  Hasan,22  but  abu 
Muslim  was  himself  assassinated  by  one  of  the  fidd’is  (the  Assassins)  in  485/ 
1092. 

It  will  be  in  place  here  to  refer  to  the  two  Persian  works  of  Nizam  al-Mulk, 
which  are  the  chief  sources  for  the  study  of  his  political  ideas:  the  Siydsai 
Nameh  (The  Book  on  Statecraft)  and  the  Dastur  al-Wuzara’  (The  Conduct 
of  Ministers)  or,  as  it  is  more  generally  known,  the  Wasaya-i  Khwdjah  Nizam 
al-Mulk  (The  Precepts  of  Khwajah  Ni?am  al-Mulk).  He  is  said  to  have  written 
yet  another  work  entitled  as  Sajar  Nameh  (The  Book  of  Travels)  which  is 
now  extinct.22  Certain  changes  and  additions  may  have  been  made  to  the 
original  text  in  a  later  period,  but  the  Siydsat  Nameh  has  generally  been 
recognized  as  the  genuine  composition  of  Nizam  al-Mulk  himself.  There  has 
been  some  controversy  among  scholars  about  the  authenticity  of  the  W  may  a 
on  account  of  the  doubtful  “Tale  of  the  Three  School-Fellows,”  which  has 


15  Ibn  Ithallikan,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  I,  p.  179. 

16  Taqi  Khan.  Ganj-i  Danish,  Teheran,  1305/1887,  p.  350. 

11  Al-Subki,  op.  cit.,  p.  136;  Sadr  al-Din  abu  al-Hasan  ‘Ali  b.  7s ilsir.  Akhbar 
al-Dauiat  al-Saljuqiyyah,  ed.  Muhammad  Iqbal,  Lahore,  1933. 

18  Sadr  al-DIn,  op.  cit.,  p.  25. 

18  Hamd  Allah  Mustaufi,  Tarrkh-:,  Guzidah,  Gibb  Memorial  Series,  London.  1910, 
Vol.  I,  p.  443;  Hindu  Shah  b.  Sanjar  b.  ‘Abd  Allah,  Tajarib  al-Salaf,  ed.  ‘Abbas 
Iqbal,  Teheran,  1313/1934,  p.  280. 

80  Wasdya,  p.  37. 

81  Sadr  al-Din,  op.  cit.,  p.  69;  Hindu  Shah,  op.  cit.,  p.  280. 

88  ‘Ala  al-Din  ‘Ata  Malik  al-Juwaini,  Tarikh-i  Jahdn-Guska,  Gibb  Memorial 
Series,  London,  1937,  Vol.  11,  p.  193. 

88  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq,  op.  cit.,  pp.  72-73. 
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been  set  out  in  detail  in  the  preface  of  the  treatise.  There  is  no  need  to  revive 
this  half  a  century  old  controversy44  as  it  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  study 
of  his  political  thought.  The  Wasiiya  is  not  claimed  to  be  the  composition  of 
Nizam  al-Mulk  himself  in  the  sense  in  which  the  Siyasat  Nameh  is  considered 
to  be  his  work.  It  was  compiled  in  the  ninth/fifteenth46  century  by  an  anony¬ 
mous  person  whose  family,  as  he  claims  in  the  preface,  descended  from  Nizam 
al-Mulk.  He  compiled  it  partly  from  the  books  and  partly  from  the  oral  tradi¬ 
tions  handed  down  in  his  own  family.48  Therefore,  the  anecdotes  cited  in  it 
begin  invariably  with  the  phrase,  “So  says  Khwajah  Nizam  al-Mulk.”  The 
preface,  which  is  one  of  the  reliable  sources  of  Nizam  al-Mulk’s  life,  is  evidently 
from  the  pen  of  the  compiler.  But  the  other  two  chapters,  which  form  the 
main  part  of  the  work  and  contain  much  valuable  material  on  the  political 
ideas  of  this  famous  vizier,  are  composed  from  his  own  authentic  writings 
and  utterances.  It  has  been  justly  remarked47  that  there  is  no  internal  evi¬ 
dence  in  the  main  part  of  the  work  to  show  that  it  does  not  owe  its  contents 
to  his  pen.  A  large  part  of  the  Wasiiya  may  be  regarded  as  the  actual  utter¬ 
ances  of  Ni?am  al-Mulk.48 

We  are  fortunate  in  having  these  two  important  works  of  Nizam  al-Mulk 
representing  his  thoughts  about  kingship  and  vizierate,  which  were  the  two 
political  institutions  of  primary  importance  in  his  days.  The  Siyasat  Nameh, 
which  is  the  exposition  of  his  theory  of  kingship,  was  originally  written  to 
serve  as  a  “monarch’s  primer.”49  It  is  said  that  in  484/109130  Sultan  Malikshah 
(r.  405/ 1072-485/ 1092)  instructed  some  of  his  dignitaries  to  think  over  the 
state  of  affairs  in  his  realm  and  write  down  the  principles  of  conduct  that 
were  followed  by  monarchs  in  the  past,  and  were  required  to  be  observed  by 
himself.31  The  treatise  of  Nizam  al-Mulk  among  the  works  presented  to  the  Sul¬ 
tan  was  the  only  one  which  he  approved  of  and  adopted  as  a  guide  (imam). 34 
But  it  must  not  be  treated  as  a  mere  handbook  of  day-to-day  administration. 
Nor  must  it  be  regarded  as  containing  simply  practical  suggestions  for  the 
improvement  of  an  administrative  system.  It  is  more  than  that.  It  is,  in  fact, 

84  E.  G.  Browne,  of.  cit.,  London,  1915,  Vol.  IT,  p.  212;  Muhammad  Iqbal, 
“Wasaya-i  Nizam  al-Mulk,”  Oriental  College  Magazine,  Lahore,  Nov.  1927,  Vol.  IV, 
No.  1,  pp.  1-8;  Sulaiman  Nadawi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  12-14;  H.  Bowen,  op.  cit..  Part  IV, 
pp.  776-78. 

25  Charles  Rieu,  Notes  on  the  Wasaya,  MSS.  British  Museum,  Or.  256,  &  Add. 
26-267;  Catalogue  of  the  Persian  Manuscripts  in  the  British  Museum,  1879,  Vol.  I, 
p.  446. 

24  Nasa'ih,  MS.,  British  Museum,  Or.  256  fol.  5b. 

27  Sulaiman  Nadawi,  op.  cit.,  p.  12. 

28  H.  Bowen,  op.  cit.,  p.  778. 

29  Idem,  “Nizam  al-Mulk,”  Encyclopaedia  of  Islam,  London,  1936,  Vol.  Ill, 
p.  934. 

30  Siyasat  Nameh,  ed.  Ch.  Sehefer,  1/ficoh-  des  Langues  Orientates  Vivantes, 
Paris,  1891,  p.  1. 

34  Ibid.,  pp.  8,  210. 

32  Ibid.,  p.  2. 
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the  expression  of  a  realistic  political  theory  which  emerges  out  of  an  actual 
political  situation,  and,  therefore,  helps  us  to  understand  the  stage  in  the 
development  of  Muslim  polity  reached  in  the  fifth/eleventh  century. 

The  Wasaya  is  the  exposition  of  his  theory  of  vizierate.  It  consists  of  the 
counsels  which  he  is  said  to  have  addressed  in  the  ‘  last  days  of  his  life,”33 
to  his  eldest  son,  Fakhr  al-Mulk,  who  also  held  the  office  of  vizier  under  the 
Saljuq  Sultans  Barkiyaruq  and  Sanjar,  and  was  assassinated,  like  his  father, 
by  a  Batini34  in  500/1106. 

It  is  fairly  easy  to  present  Nizam  al-Mulk  as  one  who  largely  differs  from 
the  past  writers  of  political  treatises  and  from  his  contemporaries,  both  in 
his  selection  of  the  political  institutions  which  form  the  subject-matter  of  his 
writings,  and  in  his  approach  to  those  institutions.  The  method  adopted  by 
him  in  explaining  the  principles  of  State  administration  throws  light  on  his 
outlook  about  the  political  situation  in  his  days.  His  approach  and  outlook 
regarding  the  political  problems  are,  indeed,  interrelated.  A  modern  scholar, 
author  of  a  pioneer  work  on  Muslim  political  thought,  regards  his  method  as 
“historical.”  “If  it  is  possible,”  he  writes,  “to  label  the  Khwajah’s  method 
with  any  particular  epithet,  it  is  that  Iris  method  is,  to  a  large  extent,  histo¬ 
rical.”35  He  considers  it  historical  because  “in  nearly  every  case  he  proves  the 
truth  of  a  principle  which  he  chooses  to  propound,  on  the  touchstone  of  tra¬ 
dition  or  historical  facts,  though  some  of  the  facts  he  relates  are  not  chrono¬ 
logically  correct.”36  But  it  is  in  a  limited  sense  that  his  approach  can  be  regarded 
as  historical.  It  is  true  that  he  makes  reiterated  references  to  history.  But 
this  is  not  all  that  makes  the  historical  method  what  it  really  is.  This  method 
does  not  consist  exclusively  in  citing  historical  instances.  That  is  only  a  pre¬ 
liminary.  The  historical  method  consists  basically  in  drawing  conclusions 
objectively  from  the  study  of  historical  facts.  The  political  maxims  which 
Nizam  al-Mulk  lays  down  as  the  guiding  principles  for  the  successful  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  State,  are,  in  fact,  the  inductive  generalizations  from  the  study 
of  history.  They  are,  indeed,  empirical  conclusions  drawn  from  his  personal 
experience  of  practical  politics  and  from  his  observation  of  existing  conditions. 
“No  event,”  he  believes,  “ever  happens  to  take  place  in  the  world  which 
might  not  have  occurred  already  several  times.  As  one  might  have  read,  or 
known,  or  heard  about  the  circumstances  a  particular  event  had  brought  in, 
one  can  surmise  the  consequences  that  would  follow  it  in  case  it  happens  to 
occur  again.”3’ 

In  effect,  he  is  arguing  that  history  repeats  itself,  but  instead  of  proceeding 


33  Nayyir-i  Rakhskan,  Nawwab  Dia  al-Din  Ahmad  Khan  of  Delhi.  Notice 
prefixed  to  the  Nasa’ih ,  or  Wasaya ,  MS.  British  Museum  Or.  256,  fol.  2a. 

34  ‘Ata  Malik  Juwaini,  op.  cit.,  p.  186. 

35  H.  K.  Sherwani,  Studies  in  Muslim  Political  Thought  and  Administration , 
Sh.  Muhammad  Ashraf,  Lahore,  1945,  2nd  ed.,  p.  131. 

38  Ibid. 

37  Wasaya,  p.  52. 
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from  the  past  to  the  present  he  follows  a  reverse  course  when  he  first  draws 
conclusions  from  the  observation  of  the  conditions  around  him  and  then  turns 
them  back  upon  the  past.  History,  for  him,  is  not  the  solution  of  problems, 
but  the  endorser  of  preconceived  solutions.  The  essence  of  his  approach  to  the 
political  issue  lies  in  the  blend  of  the  historical  method  and  the  method  of 
observation.  Though  not  very  successful  in  following  the  historical  method, 
he  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  historically-minded  writer  on  political  topics 
both  among  his  predecessors  and  his  contemporaries. 

This  treatment  of  history  squares  well  with  the  object  with  which  he  pro¬ 
ceeds  to  formulate  a  particular  political  theory.  He  is  concerned  with  theorizing 
those  institutions  and  their  principles  and  problems  which  had  developed  into 
an  actual  political  constitution,  resting  mainly  on  the  Sultanate  (kingship) 
and  the  vizierate,  and  to  bring  them  to  their  possible  perfection  by  suggesting 
practical  reforms.  He  makes  ample  use  of  the  past  and  contemporary  history 
to  give  his  personal  ideas  the  appearance  of  historical  facts. 

The  political  institutions  of  which  he  speaks  had  real  roots  in  the  political 
life  of  the  peoples  who  inhabited  a  large  part  of  the  eastern  lands  of  the 
‘Abbasid  Caliphate,  mostly  non-Arab  races.  Most  of  those  institutions  had 
existed  there  long  before  the  Great  Saljuqs  came  to  adopt  them,  and  still 
much  earlier  than  they  could  find  their  theoretical  exposition  in  the  writings 
of  Nifam  al-Mulk.  The  absolute  monarchy,  for  instance,  the  office  of  vizierate, 
the  monarchical  form  of  administration  of  justice,  the  feudal  system,  the  order 
of  courtiers,  the  system  of  espionage,  etc.,  were  the  institutions  handed  down 
by  ancient  Persia  to  the  successive  generations.  Though  modified  in  some 
respects  under  the  influence  of  the  new  Muslim  political  theory,  those  political 
institutions  had,  nevertheless,  succeeded  in  preserving  much  of  their  original 
Persian  character,  and  exerting,  in  their  turn,  a  good  deal  of  influence  both 
on  the  political  thought  of  the  indigenous  people  even  after  their  conversion 
to  Islam  as  well  as  on  the  political  system,  largely  of  Persian  origin,  that 
Nizam  al-Mulk  seeks  to  set  out.  This  makes  us  look  upon  his  writings  as  the 
earliest  exposition  of  what  may  be  called  the  Persian  political  theory. 

Side  by  side  with  this  political  theory,  but  with  different  notions  and  with 
a  different  approach  to  political  problems,  there  existed  the  constitutional 
theory  of  the  Arab  jurists  of  whom  Mawardi38  (c.  364/974-A50/]  058),  the 
author  of  the  Afilcam.  al-Sultdniyyah,  was  the  most  eminent.  Among  this  small 
group  of  jurists  mention  must  be  made  of  abu  Ya‘la  (380/990-458/1066),  a 
contemporary  of  Mawardi,  and  author  of  another  Ahlcam  al-Sultaniyyah, and 
of  Imam  al-Haramain  al-Juwaini  (419/1028-478/1085),  an  intimate  friend10  of 


58  Abu  al-Hasan  ‘Ali  b.  Muhammad  al-Mawardi,  al-AhkSm  al-Sultaniyyah ,  ed. 
R.  Enger,  Bonn,  1835. 

88  Mufiammad  b.  Husain  abu  Ya‘la  al-Farra’,  al-Ahkam  al-Sultaniyyah,  ed. 
Muhammad  Hamid  al-Faqqi,  Cairo,  1357/1938. 

40  Wayaya,  p.  13. 
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Ni?am  al-Mulk,  whose  treatise  Ohivdth  al-Vmam 41  has  not  yet  seen  the  light 
of  the  day.  (As  political  thinkers,  the  two  have  not  yet  been  properly  studied 
by  students  of  the  history  of  Muslim  constitutional  theory.42)  While  the  Persian 
political  theory  attempts  to  throw  light  on  the  sovereign  powers  of  the  king, 
by  analysing  the  institutions  characteristic  of  this  royal  office,  the  consti¬ 
tutional  theory  puts  forward  the  doctrine  of  Caliphate.  It  will  be  in  place 
here  to  look  into  the  general  nature  of  the  juristic  approach  to  the  political 
problems,  and  more  especially  to  the  institution  of  kingship,  which  Nizam 
al-Mulk  also  treats,  with  even  greater  interest.  This  will  help  us  to  appreciate 
the  realistic  element  in  his  thought  and  approach. 

In  the  first  instance,  these  two  sets  of  contemporary  theories,  one  of  the 
jurists  and  the  other  of  an  administrator,  differ  in  their  subject-matter.  A 
comparison  of  the  contents  of  the  two  treatises  of  Nizam  al-Mulk  with  those, 
for  example,  of  the  Ahkdm  al-Sultaniyyah  of  Mawardi,  would  hardly  make 
one  regard  the  two  writers  as  dealing  with  the  problem  and  institutions  of 
the  same  political  community  living  in  the  same  age.  Of  the  office  of  the 
Khallfah.  his  powers  and  qualifications,  the  method  of  his  election,  the  division 
of  vizierate  between  the  unlimited  vizierate  (wizarat  tafwid)  and  the  limited 
vizierate  (wizarat  tan fldh),  the  legal  difference  between  their  powers,  the 
economic  institutions  of  jizyah  (poll-tax),  zalcat  (tax  on  the  accumulated  pro¬ 
perty),  jai’  (goods  taken  from  the  unbelievers),  khardj  (land-tax),  and  of  so 
many  other  institutions  of  religio-political  character,  which  form  the  chapter 
heads  of  the  Ahkdm  al-Sultaniyyah,  the  author  of  the  Siyasat  Nameh  and  the 
Wasaya  makes  no  mention  at  all.  And,  likewise,  most  of  the  topics  discussed 
by  Ni?am  al-Mulk  have  been  avoided  by  Mawardi  and  other  jurists,  except 
the  offices  of  the  Sultan  and  vizier,  which  they  treat  on  a  different  plane 
of  thought.  In  their  constitutional  theory,  the  Sultan  occupies  a  position 
which  is  quite  different  from  what  he  actually  enjoyed  in  the  political  set-up 
of  those  days. 

To  treat  the  Sultan  as  a  governor  by  usurpation  (amir  bi  al-istlld’ )  is  to 
bring  him  down  to  the  position  of  the  other  provincial  governors  appointed  by 
the  Caliph.  This  amounts  to  arguing,  as  they  seem  to  do,  that  the  Sultan  did 
actually  derive  his  powers  from  the  “Imperial”  authority  of  the  Caliph.  They 
leave  actual  facts  out  of  account  by  putting  the  main  emphasis  on  the  formal 
legitimization  of  the  Sultan’s  authority  by  the  Khallfah ,  which  was  but 
an  insignificant  aspect  of  their  mutual  relations.  In  doing  so,  they  are  apt 


41  Imam  al-Haramain  Abu  al-Ma‘ali  ‘Abd  al-Malik  b.  ‘Abd  Allah,  Okiuath  al- 
Umam,  MS.  Bankipur  Library.  There  is  a  copy  of  this  manuscript  in  the  Seminar 
Library  of  the  Law  Department,  Osmania  University,  Hyderabad  Deccan, 
India. 

42  For  a  study  of  their  constitutional  theories,  see  M.  Ruknuddin  Hassan’s 
thesis:  “* Ahd-i  Salajiqah-i  * XJzma  ke  Ba'd  Mumtaz  Siydsi  Mufakkir ,”  Seminar 
Library  of  Political  Science  Department,  Osmania  University,  Hyderabad  Deccan, 
India. 
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to  lose  sight  of  his  sovereign  powers,  which  he  enjoyed  independently  of  the 
Caliph’s  assent. 

This  limitation  of  the  juristic  approach  to  contemporary  politics  was  bound 
to  arise  from  the  fact  that  its  exponents  were  building  their  argument  on  the 
foundations  of  the  political  order  of  the  Caliphate,  which  had  ceased  to  exist 
as  a  real  force  for  about  two  hundred  years.  Deprived  of  any  real  power  to 
shape  the  political  life  of  the  Muslims,  the  Caliphate,  as  a  political  system, 
continued,  however,  to  exist  in  a  theory  which  found  its  elaborate  exposition 
in  the  writings  of  the  juristic  school  of  the  fifth/eleventh  century.  But  by 
interpreting  the  political  fiction  of  the  Caliphate  in  terms  of  political  realities 
of  their  times,  these  jurists,  regardless  of  the  actual  facts,  were  indoctrinating 
the  people  with  the  belief  that  the  Caliph  was  still  the  real  source  of  all  author¬ 
ity.  They  were,  thus,  unable  to  appreciate  the  fact  that  it  was  the  autocratic 
rule  of  the  independent  prince,  and  not  that  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliph,  under 
which  the  people  had  actually  been  living ;  and  they  failed  to  see  that  by  legiti¬ 
mizing  the  authority  of  the  Sultan,  the  Caliph  only  recognized  his  de  facto 
sovereignty,  and  that  this  in  practice  did  not  render  him  subordinate  to  the 
Caliph.  Their  juristic  theory  could  not  take  into  full  account  the  growth  of 
absolute  monarchy  in  the  Muslim  polity  upon  which  a  formidable  political 
structure  had  come  to  rest. 

It  is  this  monarchical  system  of  government  developing  under  the  aristo¬ 
cratic  rule  of  the  prince,  as  against  the  constitutional  structure  of  the  Cali¬ 
phate,  that  Nizam  al-Mulk  attempts  to  study.  His  political  theory  represents 
a  particular  phase  of  the  development  of  the  Muslim  polity  which  was  cha¬ 
racterized  by  kingship.  As  such,  it  is  an  essential  part  of  his  contribution  to 
Muslim  political  thought. 

The  first  thing  remarkable  about  his  exposition  of  the  institution  of  kingship 
is  that  he  is  careful  to  make  no  reference  to  the  Khalitah  as  the  head  of  the 
Muslim  political  community,  and  to  say  nothing  about  the  constitutional 
relations  of  the  Saljuq  ruler  with  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliph.  He  rarely  uses  the  title 
of  Sultan  for  the  Saljuq  King,43  and  as  for  the  term  amir  mustauli  (governor 
by  usurpation),  it  does  not  occur  at  all  throughout  his  writings,  both  being 
the  terms  of  the  constitutional  law  employed  by  the  jurists  to  denote  the  legal 
superiority  of  the  Caliph  over  the  prince.  Instead,  he  generally  calls  his  ruler 
padshdh — a  Persian  term  for  the  king.  All  this  may  reasonably  be  taken  as 
a  conscious  effort  on  the  part  of  Nizam  al-Mulk  to  avoid  any  discussion  or 
even  a  phrase  which  might  involve  any  reference  to  the  legal  relations  of  the 
Caliph  and  the  prince,  for  his  object  in  studying  the  monarchical  constitution 
of  the  Saljuq  Empire  is  to  represent  his  royal  master  in  his  full  independent 
position.  To  this  political  objective  his  Siydsat  Nameh  was  expressly  dedi¬ 
cated,  for  it  was  composed  at  the  instance  of  the  great  Saljuq  ruler,  Malik- 
shah,  as  the  Aklcam  al-Sultdniyyah,  the  earliest  treatise  on  the  constitutional 


43  Siydsat  Nameh,  pp.  7,  65,  88;  Wasdya,  pp.  43,  44,  46. 
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theory  of  the  Caliphate  had  been  written  by  Mawardi  only  forty  years  before 
at  the  instance  of  an  ‘Abbasid  Caliph44  to  vindicate  his  claim  to  sovereign 
authority.  This  indicates  the  existence  of  a  theoretical  conflict  between  the 
powers  of  the  Caliph  and  the  king,  which  of  course  had  been  prompted  by  the 
historical  events  which  preceded  it.  Conscious  of  the  growing  weakness  of 
the  Buwaibid  dynasty  in  the  beginning  of  the  fifth/eleventh  century,  the 
‘Abbasid  Caliph  Qadir  (381/991—422/1031)  and  his  successor  Qa’im  (422/1031— 
467/1075),  during  whose  rules  the  juristic  theory  of  the  Caliphate  was  formulat¬ 
ed,  attempted  to  achieve  independence  from  the  tutelage  of  the  Buwaihids.45 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Saljuqs,  too,  who  had  succeeded  both  the  Buwaihids 
and  the  Ghaznawids  after  overthrowing  their  power,  were  no  less  keen  to 
assert  the  authority  they  had  established  at  the  point  of  the  sword.  In  spite  of 
acknowledging  the  nominal  authority  of  the  Khalifah ,48  who,  in  turn,  had 
legitimized  their  rule  and  conferred  upon  them  titles  of  honour,47  the  Saljuqs 
did  not  hesitate  to  inflict  humiliation  upon  him  whenever  it  was  demanded 
by  the  political  situation.  Kunduri,  the  vizier  of  Tughril  Beg  (d.  455/1062), 
is  said  to  have  withheld  the  pension  of  the  Caliph  on  his  refusal  to  marry  his 
daughter  to  the  Saljuq  prince.48  On  another  occasion,  Malikshah  is  said  to 
have  intended  to  banish  the  Caliph  al-Muqtadi  from  Baghdad.49 

Under  this  situation  it  was  not  possible  for  Nizam  al-Mulk  to  make  any 
mention  of  the  Khalifah  without  recognizing  him  as  the  supreme  authority 
over  his  Saljuq  prince.  This  would  have  been  inconsistent  with  the  objective 
he  had  in  mind  in  writing  his  treatise. 

His  effort  to  avoid  any  discussion  of  the  legal  or  political  relations  of  the 
Caliph  and  the  king  is  significant.  He  is  seeking  to  defend  his  prince  against 
the  theoretical  encroachment  on  his  independent  position  by  the  advocates 
of  the  Caliph’s  authority. 

From  the  outset  Nizam  al-Mulk  seems  to  have  taken  it  for  granted  that  the 
real  source  from  which  the  king  derives  his  authority,  in  theory  or  in  practice, 
is  not  the  institution  of  the  Caliphate.  That  point  has  been  removed  from  the 
plan  of  discussion.  The  reason  is  not  far  to  seek.  As  it  was  inconsistent  with 
his  political  ends  to  recognize  the  Caliph  as  the  supreme  authority,  so  an 
explicit  refutation  of  his  claims  in  this  respect  would  have  made  Nizam  al-Mulk 


44  Qadi  Ahmad  Mian  Akhtar  Junagarhi,  “Al-Mawardi:  A  Sketch  of  His  Life 
and  Works,”  Islamic  Culture,  Hyderabad  Deccan,  India,  July  1944,  p.  298; 
H.  A.  B.  Gibb,  “Mawardi’s  Theory  of  Khilafat’  ”  Islamic  Culture,  July  1937,  p.  292. 

45  Gibb,  op.  cit. 

44  Hamd  Allah  Mustaufi,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  I,  p.  437;  Bundari,  op.  cit.,  p.  8. 

47  Hamd  Allah  Mustaufi,  op.  cit.,  pp.  439,  449;  Muhammad  b.  ‘Ali  b.  Sulaiman 
Bawandi,  Rabat  al-Sudur,  Gibb  Memorial  Series,  Leiden,  1921,  p.  105. 

48  Bawandi,  op.  cit.,  p.  111. 

48  ‘Abd  al-BahmSn  b.  'Ali  b.  Muhammad  ibn  al-Jauzi,  al-Muntazam  ft  al-Tarihh 
al-Miduk  w  al  Urnam,  Dairatul-Maarif,  Hyderabad  Deccan,  India,  1359/1939, 
pp.  61-62;  Qadi  Ahmad  b.  Muhammad  al-Ghaffari.  Tdrikh-i  Nigdristan,  Bombay, 
1245/1829,  Vol.  IX^  p.  122. 
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unnecessarily  provoke  a  controversy  about  the  powers  of  the  two  offices.  To 
this  dilemma  he  finds  a  solution  in  what  may  be  called  in  modern  language 
the  theory  of  divine  right — the  theory  that  the  king  enjoys  the  right  to  rule 
over  his  subjects  by  virtue  of  divine  appointment.  This  becomes  obvious  from 
the  study  of  the  first  chapters  in  the  Siyasat  Narneh,  which  mainly  explain 
the  divine  nature  of  this  institution,  and  its  functions  ordained  by  God.  He 
puts  it  in  very  clear  words  when  he  says :  “In  every  age  God  selects  one  from 
amongst  mankind  and  adorns  him  with  princely  skills,  and  entrusts  him 
with  the  affairs  of  the  world  and  the  comfort  of  the  subjects.”60  This  is  the 
remarkably  simplified  hypothesis  of  his  theory  of  kingship ;  he  does  not  argue 
to  prove  it,  but  simply  states  it  as  a  self-evident  truth.  This  proposition, 
as  advanced  by  Nizam  al-Mulk,  suffers  the  logical  weakness  common  to  all 
the  expositions  of  the  divine  right  theory  which  set  out  this  hypothesis  as  a 
fait  accompli,  to  be  simply  accepted  rather  than  to  be  argued.  It  is  indeed  a 
dogmatic  belief  rather  than  a  rational  proposition.  It  is,  however,  important 
for  our  purpose,  because  it  serves  to  explain  how  Nizam  al-Mulk  comes  to 
expound  a  political  theory  which  is  out  and  out  a  vindication  of  autocracy, 
and  how  he  is  led  from  the  outset  to  reject  the  democratic  principles 
enunciated  by  the  advocates  of  the  Caliphate. 

After  explaining  the  nature  of  the  king’s  appointment,  Nizam  al-Mulk 
discusses  the  purposes  of  kingship  in  a  political  community.  He  argues  the 
raison  d’tttre  of  this  institution,  and  throws  more  light  on  its  divine  nature. 
The  essential  function  which  the  king  has  to  fulfil  in  human  society  is  to 
bring  order  out  of  chaos,  and  to  maintain  peace  and  justice.  This  is  what  he 
means  when  he  says,  “If  the  people  show  any  sign  of  disobedience  or 
contempt  towards  the  SKarVah  (the  Canon-Law),  or  if  they  fail  to  obey  God 
and  to  comply  with  His  commands,  then  he  intends  to  inflict  punishment  on 
them  for  their  conduct.  .  .  .  Hue  to  their  sin  they  bring  this  wrath  upon 
themselves.  Benevolent  kings  disappear  from  amongst  them.  Swords  are  drawn 
and  bloodshed  follows ;  and  whosoever  is  powerful  does  as  he  pleases,  till  the 
sinners  are  perished  in  those  calamities  and  bloodshed.  .  .  .  Ultimately,  power 
goes  to  one  of  the  people  whom  God  by  His  grace  blesses  with  success 
according  to  his  worth,  and  endows  with  wisdom  and  knowledge.”61 

Then  Nizam  al-Mulk  goes  on  to  say  that  the  ultimate  object  to  which  the 
king  should  direct  his  efforts  is  to  create  and  maintain  wholesome  conditions 
so  “that  the  people  may  live  with  comfort  under  the  shadow  of  his  justice.”52 

It  amounts  to  a  sort  of  “mystical”  interpretation  of  historical  changes, 
bringing  about  the  rise  and  fall  of  rulers.  The  king  has  been  represented  here 
as  an  instrument  of  God’s  will,  fulfilling  a  divine  function  in  political  upheavals. 
It  is  as  a  punishment  for  their  disobedience  that  people  are  first  deprived 
by  the  Almighty  of  the  benevolent  king.  Then  His  wrath  takes  the  shape  of 

50  Siyasat,  p.  5. 

51  Ibid.,  pp.  5-6. 

52  Ibid. 
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calamities  and  upheavals.  And  it  is  again  by  His  mercy  that  a  man  rises  to 
the  position  of  a  sovereign  and  brings  about  peace  and  order.  Thus,  in  this 
divine  order  of  political  society  all  things  proceed  from  God’s  will,  and  it  is  from 
His  supreme  authority  that  the  king  derives  his  powers.  While  speaking  of  the 
monarch  who  succeeds  in  establishing  his  rule  by  subduing  the  warring  elements 
and  in  executing  God’s  will  by  bringing  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  people, 
Nizam  al-Mulk  is  not  unmindful  of  the  victorious  career  of  the  Saljiiq  dynasty, 
which  had  risen  to  sovereign  position  by  its  own  strength  and  successfully 
established  an  orderly  government  .  This  becomes  clear  when  he  says  that  it 
is  by  divine  providence  that  his  Saljiiq  master  has  been  destined  to  rule  his 
subjects.63 

This  implies  that  the  king’s  authority  rests,  in  the  first  place,  on 
direct  authorization  from  God  and,  in  the  second  place,  on  his  own  ability 
to  gain  political  power  in  which  he  is  helped  by  God  the  Almighty.  He 
is  equally  emphatic  on  the  principle  of  hereditary  kingship,  which  is  always 
an  essential  part  of  the  divine  right  doctrine.  According  to  him,  the  kingly 
office  is  essentially  of  divine  origin  as  well  as  hereditary,  and  should  pass, 
like  the  kingship  in  ancient  Persia,  from  father  to  son.64  And  it  is  according 
to  this  principle  that  his  Saljiiq  prince,  he  claims,  has  inherited  this  dignified 
office  from  his  great  ancestors.66  Nizam  al-Mulk’s  vindication  of  the  claims 
of  the  king  to  sovereign  powers  is  based  on  a  three  fold  justification,  namely, 
the  divine  sanction,  the  conquest  of  power,  and  the  hereditary  succession. 
He  later  states  this  more  clearly  in  an  anecdote  in  which  Nushirwan,  the 
Persian  King,  has  been  shown  as  asserting  his  eligibility  to  the  throne  in  a 
royal  speech  addressed  to  his  feudatories:  “First,  this  kingship  has  been 
bestowed  upon  me  by  God  the  Almighty;  secondly,  I  have  inherited  it  from 
my  father;  thirdly,  ...  I  have  recaptured  the  kingdom  by  the  sword.”66 

It  is  obvious  now  that  in  explaining  the  nature  of  the  supreme  authority 
in  the  political  community,  he  takes  the  position  of  a  “legitimist”  who  believes 
not  in  human  choice,  but  in  divine  appointment  and  hereditary  succession. 

This  exposition  of  kingship  is  significant  from  yet  another  point  of  view. 
There  is  more  in  it  than  the  mere  explanation  of  the  divine  origin  of  the  king’s 
powers.  It  may  be  regarded  as  an  effort  of  Nizam  al-Mulk  to  seek  moral  justi¬ 
fication  for  the  passive  obedience  which  the  monarch  has  the  right  to  demand 
from  his  subjects,  and  also  for  his  unlimited  authority  to  control  the  adminis¬ 
tration  and  political  life  of  the  people.  The  two  are  correlative  to  each  other 
and  follow  as  corollaries  from  this  legitimist  doctrine.  This  helps  us  to  under¬ 
stand  the  relation  between  ruler  and  subjects  as  envisaged  in  his  political 
theory. 

He  lays  great  emphasis  on  obedience  as  the  most  essential  duty  of  the  people 

53  Ibid.,  pp.  6-7. 

54  Ibid.,  p.  151. 

56  Ibid.,  p.  7. 

56  Ibid.,  p.  29. 
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towards  the  ruler,  since  he  brings  to  them  peace  and  prosperity  after  they 
have  been  deprived  of  it  as  a  punishment  for  their  disobedience  to  God. 
This  has  been  stated  more  explicitly  in  another  work,  the  Wasaya,  in  which 
he  discusses  the  question  of  obedience  to  royal  authority.  “No  doubt,”  he 
says,  “it  is  but  obligatory  to  worship  the  Almighty,  and  to  obey  the  king. 
The  common  people  generally,  and  the  royal  favourites  and  courtiers 
particularly,  are  under  the  obligation  of  such  obedience,  and  more  especially 
one  who  has  been  entrusted  with  authority  in  the  matters  of  administration 
and  finance.”67  The  king  is  entitled  to  receive  obedience  from  his  subjects 
as  a  divinely  appointed  authority.  Nizam  al-Mulk  asserts  that  the  very  fact 
that  the  king  succeeds  in  establishing  his  rule  is  sufficient  to  make  us  regard 
his  authority  as  resting  on  the  divine  sanction.  “Without  the  aid  of  God 
Almighty,”  he  argues,  “an  individual  can  never  become  a  ruler,  nor  can  he 
bring  the  world  into  the  bondage  of  subjugation.  Though  there  might  be 
several  causes  of  his  rise  to  political  power,  they  all  refer  undoubtedly  to  the 
same  divine  help.”68 

The  gist  of  this  remarkably  simplified  contention  is  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  people  to  obey  the  prince  without  questioning  the  validity  of  his  authority : 
it  is  valid  because  it  is  de  facto.  A  de  facto  ruler  may  be  unjust  and  may  put 
the  country  into  disorder,  but  Nizam  al-Mulk,  like  a  true  legitimist,  is  careful 
to  avoid  this  question  as  it  ultimately  involves  the  right  of  the  people  to 
resist  a  ruler  who  is  doing  wrong,  to  them.  If  confusion  and  disorder  ever  take 
place  in  a  political  society,  he  attempts  to  interpret  it  as  resulting  not  from 
the  misrule  of  the  monarch  but  from  the  sinful  acts  of  the  people  themselves. 
It  is,  therefore,  by  remaining  obedient  to  the  king  that  they  can  enjoy  peace 
and  prosperity  which  is  restored  to  them  under  his  rule.  The  king  can  rightly 
inflict  punishment  upon  those  who,  “not  realizing  the  value  of  security  and 
comfort,”  might  revolt  against  his  authority.69  There  is  no  doubt  that  Nizam 
al-Mulk  believes  in  the  principle  of  passive  and  unconditional  obedience  on 
the  part  of  the  people,  and  leaves  them  without  any  moral  right  to  resist 
the  royal  authority. 

A  political  theory  like  this,  with  the  belief  in  the  divine  appointment  of 
the  king,  coupled  with  the  principle  of  passive  obedience  by  the  people,  can 
result  only  in  the  advocacy  of  absolute  monarchy.  The  prince  of  whom  Nizam 
al-Mulk  is  speaking  here  is  surely  an  absolute  monarch  in  that  his  powers  are 
unrestricted  by  any  human  power.  The  only  authority  which  could  claim,  at 
least  in  theory,  a  certain  amount  of  legal  right  to  impose  any  obligations  on 
a  Muslim  prince  was  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliph,  to  whom,  we  have  seen,  Nizam 
al-Mulk  avoids  making  any  reference  in  this  respect. 

It  is  obvious  from  his  attempt  to  explain  the  administrative  system  with 
constant  reference  to  the  royal  office  that  the  monarch  is  the  sovereign 


67  Wasaya ,  p.  42. 
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authority  in  his  realm,  and,  as  such,  is  the  source  of  all  political  power  ;  all  are 
subordinate  to  him,  and  are  endowed  by  him  with  powers  and  privileges  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  capability.  In  spite  of  representing  the  king  as  directly  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  welfare  of  the  whole  country,  Nizam  al-Mulk  does  not  regard  him 
as  accountable  to  the  people  for  his  political  conduct.  On  the  question  of  the 
kings’  responsibility  in  public  affairs  he  seems  to  take  again  the  position  of 
a  supporter  of  the  divine  right  of  kings,  and  holds  them  responsible,  not  before 
the  people,  but  before  God.  That,  however,  has  not  been  laid  down  expressly, 
and  has  to  be  concluded  only  indirectly  from  the  statements  in  which,  for 
example,  he  says  that  on  the  Day  of  Judgment  the  king  will  be  summoned 
before  God  to  answer  for  his  conduct  towards  his  subjects,60  and  that  the 
government  officials  are  accountable  to  the  king,  and  the  king  in  his  turn  is 
.  responsible  to  the  Almighty. 61 

What  Nizam  al-Mulk  is  attempting  to  set  out  here  is  indeed  the  concept  of 
an  absolute  monarch.  At  this  point  he  comes  much  nearer  to  the  Persian  idea 
of  kingship  and  to  the  Shi'ite  doctrine  of  imamah  (the  leadership  of  political 
community),  both  founded  on  the  divine  right  of  the  Head  of  the  State,  than 
to  the  constitutional  theory  of  the  Sunni  Arab  jurists,  which  was  based  on 
democratic  principles.  An  absolute  monarch  claiming  direct  authorization 
from  God  to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  political  society  was  an  idea  quite  foreign 
to  Arab  thinkers.  The  KhaUjah  had  always  been  regarded  by  them,  at  least 
in  theory,  as  an  elected  functionary62  to  whom  powers  were  delegated,  not 
directly  by  God,  but  by  the  electors.  They,  therefore,  held  that  the  KhaUjah 
was  subject  to  certain  legal  restrictions.  This  democratic  idea  of  Caliphate  is  in 
striking  contrast  with  the  Persian  notion  of  absolute  monarchy  revived  in  Nizam 
al-Mulk’s  political  theory.  It  would  not  be  wrong  to  suppose  that  this  concept 
of  a  divinely  appointed  ruler  came  to  him  mainly  from  the  political  system 
of  ancient  Persia,  and  not  from  the  contemporary  Shi’ite  doctrine,63  which, 
as  systematically  evolved  under  the  Fatimid  rule  in  Egypt,  was  definitely  a 
much  later  development  in  comparison  with  the  Persian  concept.  This  is 
obvious  from  his  repeated  references  to  the  political  principle  on  which  the 
monarchical  constitution  in  ancient  Persia  was  based,  but  he  makes  no  such 
references  to  the  political  ideas  of  the  Shi'ites.  of  whose  political  activities 
in  the  form  of  Batini  movement  he  is,  on  the  contrary,  vehemently  critical.61 
But  it  must  be  admitted  at  the  same  time  that  his  exposition  of  divine 
right  is  lacking  both  in  philosophical  depth  and  systematic  treatment  with 
which  this  doctrine  was  set  out  in  the  Fatimid  dogmatics.  The  reason  for 

60  Ibid.,  p.  9. 

61  Ibid.,  pp.  39,  43. 

62  Al-Mawardi,  op.  c it.,  p.  5;  abu  Ya‘la,  op.  c it.,  pp.  3-4,  9;  Imam  al-Haramain. 
Qhiyath  al-Umam,  fols.  29-31. 

63  For  the  Fatimid  doctrine,  see  *“Alam  al-Islam  Thiqat  al-Imam,  al-Majalis 
al-Mustansiriyyah,”  in  Majchtutat  al-Fatimiyyin,  ed.  Kamil  Husain,  Cairo,  n.d., 
pp.  113-15. 

61  Siyasat,  Chapters  43,  46,  47. 
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imitating  the  Persian  model  of  kingship  is  to  be  sought  in  his  contemporary 
historical  conditions.  On  the  one  hand,  he  is  expressing,  as  pointed  out  before, 
the  popular  idea  of  kingship  prevailing  in  the  territories  conquered  by  the 
Saljuqs,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  he  is  seeking  to  replace  the  Turkish  concept 
of  tribal  leadership  by  the  Persian  ideal  of  absolute  monarchy. 

The  peculiar  conditions  under  which  he  had  to  work  out  his  political  theory 
made  the  adoption  of  autocratic  rule  inevitable.  The  institution  of  Khanate, 
that  is,  the  tribal  leadership  among  the  Saljuqs,  had  largely  become  incon¬ 
sistent  with  the  stage  of  political  development  which  they  had  reached  by 
this  time.  Though  invested  with  political  power  under  tribal  customs,  their 
Khan  was  far  from  having  any  territorial  basis  for  his  authority,  with  the 
result  that  their  tribal  system  of  government  was  found  inadequate  to  cope 
with  the  problems  of  the  large  territorial  empire  which  they  had  come  to 
rule.  The  empire  they  had  inherited  from  the  Ghaznawids  and  the  Buwaihids 
was  far  vaster  than  the  territory  hitherto  known  to  them,  and  more  advanced 
in  political  principles  as  compared  with  their  own  tribal  customs.  Despite  the 
large  powers  that  were  conferred  upon  the  Khan  by  the  tribal  system,  he  was 
regarded  much  more  as  the  leader  of  a  large  tribe,  than  as  a  sovereign  in  the 
proper  sense.  There  were  other  “minor  leaders”  of  small  groups  of  families 
who,  at  least  in  the  early  stage  of  their  political  career,  could  lay  claim  to 
political  power  derived  not  from  the  “major”  tribal  leader  but  from  the  tribal 
customary  law.  It  was  not  until  the  reign  of  Malikshah,  the  third  ruler  of  the 
great  Saljuq  dynasty,  that  the  Saljuq  prince  could  become  a  real  autocratic 
sovereign.  And  it  was  Nizam  al-Mulk,  the  all-powerful  vizier  and  the  directing 
mind*6  in  all  State  affairs  throughout  the  reign  of  Alp  Arslan  and  Malikshah, 
who  was  mainly  responsible  for  altering  their  nomadic  tribal  political 
organization  to  harmonize  with  the  requirements  of  a  territorial  empire.  He 
converted  their  power  into  a  centralized  autocratic  authority  essential  for 
successful  government  in  his  time. 

What  he  is  attempting  now  in  his  writings  by  theorizing  about  kingship 
and  its  institutional  organization  is  to  provide  the  Saljuq  monarchy  with  a 
theoretical  basis.  He  is  seeking,  moreover,  to  shape  it  on  the  model  of  Persian 
kingship  about  which  he  had  read  in  the  “works  of  the  ancients”  (kutub-i 
j oishinagan)**  and  had  seen  revived  in  the  monarchichal  constitution  of  the 
Ghaznawids.  To  him  this  Persian  monarchy,  with  its  autocratic  principles, 
was  more  adaptable  to  the  new  circumstances  than  any  other  type  of  institu¬ 
tion  which  was  founded  on  democratic  principles.  Only  an  absolute  monarch, 
he  thinks,  can  vigorously  deal  with  the  nomad  Turkumans  and  the  petit  leaders 
of  the  Ghuzz  tribes  in  subduing  their  power  to  a  centralized  authority.  There¬ 
fore,  he  advises  his  prince  that  “God  Almighty  has  created  the  king  most 
powerful  of  all  people,  and  all  are  subordinate  to  him.  It  is  from  him  that  they 


65  Ibn  Khallikan,  op.  cit.,  Vol.  I,  pp.  179-80. 
••  Siyasat,  p.  10. 
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take  their  subsistence  money  and  their  position.  He  should  treat  them  in 
such  a  way  that  they  always  realize  their  position,  and  may  not  throw  off 
the  bondage  of  allegiance;  and,  moreover,  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  do 
whatever  they  like;  they  should  do  only  what  they  have  been  ordered  to 
do.”67  His  aim  in  stressing  the  absolute  superiority  of  the  king  is  to  introduce 
a  central  authority  with  autocratic  powers  in  the  political  system  of  the 
Saljuqs,  the  majority  of  whom  had  not  yet  got  fully  accustomed  to  this 
principle  of  government  and  administration. 

To  imitate  the  Persian  absolute  monarchy  was  also  useful  in  tackling  the 
problems  of  the  growing  “feudal  system”  in  the  Saljuq  Empire.  The  Persian 
institution  of  kingship  had  a  record  of  feudal  traditions,  and  could  furnish 
the  Saljuqs  with  the  laws  applicable  in  many  respects  to  their  relation  with 
the  feudatories  and  the  subjects. 

The  system  of  land  assignment — what  Nizam  al-Mulk  calls  the  iqtd‘  dariea — 
may  be  regarded  undoubtedly  as  the  Eastern  form  of  feudalism  as  against  the 
feudalism  of  medieval  Europe.  To  a  great  extent,  Nizam  al-Mulk  may  be 
considered  responsible  for  developing,  if  not  for  introducing,  it  on  systematic 
lines  within  the  political  structure  of  the  Saljuq  Empire.  It  was  due  to  the 
military  organization  of  the  Saljuqs,  on  which  their  political  structure  ulti¬ 
mately  came  to  rest,  together  with  the  problems  of  revenue  administration,  that 
the  practice  of  assigning  fiefs  (iqld's)  to  the  military  chiefs,  soldiers,  and  to 
other  private  persons  was  adopted.  There  were  also  the  dihqdns,  the  old  Per¬ 
sian  land-owners,  who  continued  to  exercise  proprietory  rights  as  before.  This 
system,  in  brief,  was  designed  as  a  means  of  paying  the  soldiers  and  of  collect¬ 
ing  the  revenues. 

The  principles  on  which  Nizam  al-Mulk  suggests  that  the  iqlii  ddri  should 
be  based  develop  it  into  a  feudal  system  very  different  from  the  Western 
feudalism,  both  in  character  and  in  social  and  political  consequences.  It  is 
basically  different  in  the  tenure  of  the  feudatories,  in  their  legal  rights  over 
the  land  and  the  ra'iyyah  (vassals)  as  well  as  in  the  relation  of  the  king  as  the 
overlord  with  the  muqtas  (feudatories),  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  subjects, 
on  the  other.  The  iqta‘  system,  as  envisaged  by  Nizam  al-Mulk,  is  by  no  means 
strictly  hereditary  as  a  general  rule.  There  is  nothing  in  his  writing  to  suggest 
that  he  is  in  favour  of  assigning  lands  to  an  individual  with  a  specified  legal 
right  to  transmit  it  by  inheritance.  On  the  other  hand,  in  his  system  the  feu¬ 
datories  come  to  occupy  a  position  more  akin  to  that  of  the  tax-collectors  with 
large  administrative  powers  than  that  of  the  “feudal  lords,”  in  the  medieval 
sense.  In  their  relatipns  with  the  vassals  they  are  like  the  shihnak.s  (guards),  and 
in  case  a  feudatory  fails  to  treat  them  well,  “the  fief,  it  is  suggested,  must  be 

07  Ibid.,  p.  163. 

68  For  the  igta ‘  system  under  the  Saljuqs,  see  W.  Barthold,  Turkestan  dawn  to 
the  Mongol  Invasion ,  tr.  H.  A.  R.  Gibb,  Oxford  University  Press,  2nd  ed.,  1928, 
pp.  305-09;  A.  K.  S.  Lambton,  Landlord  and  Peasant  in  Persia,  Royal  Institute 
of  International  Affairs,  Oxford  University  Press,  London,  1953,  Chap.  III. 
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withdrawn  from  him.”89  Besides,  “the  officials  and  the  feudatories  must  be 
changed  every  two  or  three  years  so  that  they  may  not  get  strong  in  their 
fortifications.”70 

It  appears  that  side  by  side  with  developing  the  iqta‘  system,  Nizam  al-Mulk 
attempts  to  enlarge  the  powers  of  the  king  as  a  means  of  checking  the  centri¬ 
fugal  tendencies  which  tend  to  appear  in  feudalism.  This  leads  him  to  put 
forward  a  theory  of  land-ownership  which  goes  well  with  his  idea  of  absolute 
monarchy.  He  holds  that  “the  feudatories  who  hold  the  fiefs  must  know  that 
they  have  no  other  right  over  the  subjects  than  to  extract  from  them  with 
civility  and  courtesy  the  lawful  amount  which  has  been  assigned  to  them,  i.e., 
to  the  feudatories,  and  when  that  has  been  taken,  the  subjects  shall  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  property,  wives,  and  children,  and  in  their  goods  and  estates. 
.  .  .  They  must  know  that  the  land  and  the  subjects  all  belong  to  the  king, 
and  the  feudatories  and  the  governors  (walls),  set  over  their  head,  are  like 
the  guards  to  the  subjects,  as  the  king  is  to  others.”71 

In  entertaining  such  a  view  regarding  land-ownership,  Nizam  al-Mulk  departs 
from  what  may  be  regarded  as  the  Islamic  theory,  which  attributes  the  absolute 
ownership  of  land,  not  to  the  Head  of  the  State,  but  to  the  State  itself,  as 
entrusted  to  it  by  God.  It  is  also  a  clear  departure  from  the  traditional  con¬ 
cept  of  the  Ghuzz  tribes,  who  looked  upon  the  land  that  they  would  come  to 
occupy  as  the  common  property  of  their  families.  It  was  this  tribal  concept 
of  land-ownership  that  Nizam  al-Mulk  was  seeking  to  modify  basically,  as  it 
was  out  of  tune  with  the  administrative  principle  of  a  centralized  empire 
which  had  now  passed  into  their  hands.  To  him  it  was  essential  to  bring  both 
the  land  and  the  subjects  under  the  central  authority  of  the  king. 

A  good  deal  of  his  theory,  it  appears,  has  come  to  him  from  the  old  feu¬ 
dal  Persia.  This  is  evident  from  his  attempt  to  explain  this  principle  by  an 
anecdote  from  Persian  history  in  which  the  famous  vizier  Buzurjmihr  has 
been  represented  as  advising  Nushirwan,  that  “the  kingdom  ( wihiyah)  be¬ 
longs  to  the  king  (malik),  and  the  king  has  entrusted  the  dominion,  and  not 
the  subjects,  to  the  military.  When  the  military  is  not  well  wishing  unto  the 
kingdom,  and  kind  to  the  people  .  .  .  and  takes  the  power  to  arrest  and  im¬ 
prison  .  .  .  and  to  appoint  and  dismiss,  what  difference  then  remains  between 
the  king  and  the  military,  for  that  power  really  belongs  to  the  king,  and  not 
to  the  military.”72  On  another  occasion  Nushirwan  exhorts  his  feudatories  to 
treat  the  people  well,  and  only  to  take  from  them  what  is  due  and  just;  and 
he  stresses  the  fact  that  the  dominion  belongs  to  him,  and  it  is  by  him  that 
the  estates  have  been  assigned  to  them.73 

Nizam  al-Mulk’s  feudal  theory  takes  away  much  of  the  powers  from  the 

8*  Siyasat,  p.  28. 
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73  Ibid.,  p.  29. 
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hands  of  feudal  lords  which  they  enjoyed,  for  instance,  in  Western  feudalism. 
It  leaves  them  with  limited  power  to  collect  the  revenues,  and  to  have  only 
“a  fixed  amount  in  their  hands.”74  Moreover,  it  removes  them  from  the  position 
of  being  the  sole  intermediaries  between  the  king  and  the  subjects,  preventing 
the  latter  from  getting  into  direct  contact  with  him.75  In  his  system,  the 
direct  responsibility  for  the  well-being  of  the  subjects  rests,  not  with  the 
feudatories,  but  with  the  king,  and,  therefore,  he  suggests  that  the  king  should 
send  spies  (jasusan)  and  special  confidants  ( khuxi s)7e  to  inquire  secretly  about 
administration  in  the  fiefs  in  order  to  get  reliable  information  about  the 
condition  of  the  subjects,  and  urges  him  to  dismiss  a  feudatory  who  forbids 
subjects  to  represent  their  cases  to  the  king  in  order  to  seek  redress  for 
grievances.77 

All  this  results  in  the  concentration  of  all  the  political  and  administrative 
powers,  as  sought  by  Nizam  al-Mulk,  in  the  central  authority  of  the  king 
which  was  once  enjoyed  by  the  Persian  autocrat. 

Though  his  idea  of  kingship  is  in  essence  of  Persian  origin,  it  differs  in 
certain  respects  from  the  old  Persian  prototype,  and  has  been  refashioned  in 
other  respects  under  the  influence  of  Muslim  political  theory  and  practice. 
It  is,  on  the  whole,  an  attempt  to  readjust  the  Persian  model  with  the  con¬ 
temporary  social  and  political  structure. 

The  most  important  point  of  difference  is  that  Nizam  al-Mulk  is  not  an 
incarnationist.  Unlike  the  ancients  who  could  look  upon  their  Persian  monarch 
as  the  incarnation  of  Divinity,78  he  treats  his  ruler  as  a  simple  human  being. 
In  spite  of  once  calling  the  prince  the  “shadow  of  God  on  earth”  (zill  Allah  fi 
al-ard)  in  the  Wasaya — a  phrase  which  does  not  occur  at  all  in  the  Siydsat 
Nameh— he  does  not  go  to  the  extent  of  clothing  him  with  divine  attributes 
so  as  to  make  him  appear  an  embodiment  of  Divinity.  The  phrase  is  devoid 
here  of  any  mystical  meanings,  and  has  been  used  in  the  ordinary  sense  of  a 
metaphor,  to  mean  that  the  exalted  office  of  the  king  is  like  a  shadow  provided 
by  God  on  earth  under  which  mankind  may  find  peace  and  security.  No  doubt, 
he  speaks  of  this  monarch  as  “adorned  with  the  virtues  and  excellences  which 
were  lacked  by  kings  all  over  the  world,”80  yet  there  is  in  him  no  tendency 
to  regard  the  king  as  a  superhuman  being  in  any  metaphysical  sense.  Among 
those  excellent  virtues  with  which  his  prince  is  adorned,  he  counts,  for  example, 
good  appearance,  justice,  coinage,  generosity,  etc.81  But  they  are  all  divinely- 

74  Ibid.,  p.  91. 
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gifted  qualities,  not  divine  attributes.  Therefore,  his  prince  is  by  no  means 
an  incarnation  of  God. 

Far  from  attaching  any  “mystical”  or  metaphysical  sense  to  the  concept 
of  kingship,  he  believes  that  “the  king  is  endowed  by  God  with  wisdom  and 
knowledge  so  that  he  can  treat  each  of  his  subjects  according  to  his  worth 
and  can  give  each  a  position  according  to  his  value,”82  and,  again,  “His  (i.e. 
the  king’s)  wisdom  is  just  like  a  lamp  that  gives  off  abundant  light.  People 
can  find  their  way  in  its  light  and  can  come  out  of  darkness;83  and  he  does 
not  need  himself  to  be  guided  by  others.”  We  can  see  his  prince  bearing  a 
small  resemblance  both  to  the  Platonic  philosopher-king84  and  to  the  Shi'ite 
teacher-imam,85  but  suffering  from  an  innate  inability  to  become  the  true 
image  of  either.  This  seems  mainly  due  to  the  fact  that  Nizam  al-Mulk  is  by 
temperament  much  more  a  matter-of-fact  exponent  of  popular  ideas  than  a 
real  philosopher,  unable  to  develop  his  thoughts  into  philosophical  concepts. 
He  may  be  taken  as  possibly  expressing  a  general  belief  about  kingship  pre¬ 
vailing  in  his  days,  in  which  the  old  Persian  idea  of  the  divinely-appointed 
monarch  in  its  moderate  form — and  not  the  concept  of  divine  monarch — was 
superficially'  intermingled  with  the  Neo-Platonic  interpretation  of  the  philo¬ 
sopher-king  as  an  embodiment  of  perfect  wisdom.  His  concept  of  the  king  is 
that  of  a  statesman  who  is  primarily  concerned  with  general  beliefs  rather 
than  with  philosophical  generalizations. 

His  Persian  ideal  is  modified  also  in  another  respect,  obviously  under  the 
direct  influence  of  Muslim  thought.  Though  he  treats  his  prince  as  a  divinely- 
appointed  ruler,  invested  with  unlimited  powers,  he  does  not  regard  him  by 
any  means  as  a  law-giver.  A  human  authority  with  absolute  legislative  powers 
has  never  existed  in  Muslim  polity,  because  legislation  in  the  proper  sense  of  the 
term  has  never  been  recognized  as  a  human  function  in  the  Muslim  legal 
theory.  According  to  this  theory,  there  is  already  existing  a  divine  Law 
(Shari'ah)  supreme,  eternal,  and  perfect,  which  is  theoretically  as  binding 
on  the  ruler  himself,  however  autocratic  he  may  be  in  practice,  as  on  his 
subjects.  This  is  what  seems  to  have  prevented  Nizam  al-Mulk  from  attributing 
any  legislative  power  to  his  prince.  His  king,  on  the  other  hand,  is  subject  to 
the  supreme  Law  of  God,  and,  is  moreover,  an  instrument  for  enforcing  that 
Law,  and  for  making  people  abide  by  it.  He  emphasizes  that  “it  is  obligatory 
for  the  king  to  seek  knowledge  of  religious  matters,  and  to  comply  with,  and 
make  arrangements  to  carry  out,  the  commands  of  God  and  the  traditions  of 
the  Prophet,  and  to  pay  respect  to  religious  scholars.”88  Therefore,  it  is  the 
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duty  of  the  ruler  to  appoint  judges  (qadts)  to  execute  the  Shari’ ah  as  his 
deputies  (naibin). 

This  discussion  of  the  ruler’s  responsibility  in  enforcing  the  SharVah,  apart 
from  explaining  a  principle  of  Muslim  policy,  is  also  interesting  for  its  historical 
significance  in  respect  of  the  Saljuqs.  This  shows  Nizam  al-Mulk’s  attempt 
to  teach  the  Saljuqs  the  principles  of  the  Muslim  legal  system  and  to  famil¬ 
iarize  them  with  the  law  of  the  more  civilized  people  of  whom  they  had  be¬ 
come  the  rulers.  But  his  royal  masters  were  altogether  strangers  to  all  culture,87 
and  there  is  no  reliable  information  to  prove  that  they  could  even  read  and 
write.  Therefore,  books,  as  the  direct  source  of  knowledge  of  religious  Law, 
were  out  of  their  reach.  This  seems  to  be  the  reason  why  Nizam  al-Mulk 
advises  his  prince  to  get  himself  acquainted  with  the  teachings  of  religion 
through  the  debates  of  the  scholars  (‘ulama’ )  which  he  should  cause  to  be 
held  occasionally  in  his  presence,  once  or  twice  a  week.  “Thus,  one  day  he  will 
become  conversant  with  most  of  the  laws  of  the  SharVah  the  commentary 
of  the  Qur’an,  and  the  traditions  of  the  Prophet;  and,  thus,  the  methods  of 
dealing  with  temporal  and  religious  affairs  would  become  easy  for  him.”88 

This  discussion  leads  us  at  this  point  to  another  important  question,  namely, 
the  place  that  religion  must  have,  according  to  Nizam  al-Mulk,  both  in  the 
conduct  of  a  ruler  and  in  the  political  life  of  a  people.  It  is  of  course  a  question 
of  the  relation  between  religion  and  politics,  where  we  can  see  again  that  his 
concept  of  kingship  is  modified  by  the  influence  of  Muslim  thought.  In  spite  of 
his  love  for  the  political  principles  of  pre-Islamic  Persia,  he  is  essentially  a 
religious-minded  man  who  can  believe  only  in  the  religious  values  of  social 
life  as  enunciated  by  Islam,  and  can  look  upon  a  political  community  as 
dedicated  out  and  out  to  religious  ends.  His  political  theory  is  made  up  of 
a  reconciliation  between  the  old  Persian  ideals  and  the  Muslim  political  ideology. 

To  him,  in  the  first  place,  religion  and  polities  are  inseparably  joined  together, 
and,  as  such,  are  complementary  to  each  other.  “The  State  (and  kingship) 
and  religion,”  he  believes,  “are  like  two  brothers.”89  And  throughout  his 
writings,  the  two  have  been  treated  in  the  same  spirit.  In  dealing  with  them, 
he  closely  follows  the  spirit  of  Muslim  polity  which  is  largely  based  on  the 
concept  of  the  indivisible  unity  of  religion  and  politics. 

The  principles  of  conduct  which  he  lays  down  for  his  king  under  the  influence 
of  this  religious  trend  are  in  striking  contrast  with  those  prescribed  by 
Machiavelli  for  his  prince.  Unlike  the  Machiavellian  prince  who  is  advised  to 
handle  religion  merely  as  a  useful  instrument  for  achieving  political  ends, 
and  who  is  taught  to  appear  rather  than  become  religious,90  Nizam  al-Mulk’s 


87  W.  Barthold,  op.  cit.,  p.  308. 

88  Siyasat,  pp.  54—55. 

88  Ibid.,  p.  55. 

90  “It  is  not,  therefore,  necessary  for  a  prince  to  have  all  the  above-mentioned 
qualities  (i.e.,  the  conventional  virtues),  but  it  is  very  necessary  for  him  to  seem 
to  have  them.  I  would  even  be  bold  to  say  that  to  possess  them  and  always  to 
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prince  is  taught  to  believe  sincerely  in  religious  truths,  and  to  exercise  political 
power  as  an  essential  means  of  attaining  them.  According  to  him,  both  the 
State  and  religion  are  dependent  upon  each  other  for  their  existence;  there¬ 
fore,  the  king  must  treat  them  both  alike.  “Whenever  there  is  any  disorder 
in  the  State,”  says  Nizam  al-Mulk,  “there  is  confusion  in  the  religion  of  its 
people  also,  and  the  heretics  and  mischief-makers  make  their  appearance. 
And  whenever  religious  affairs  are  disturbed,  the  State  is  thrown  into  disorder, 
the  mischief-makers  grow  strong,  and  heresy  makes  itself  manifest.”91  He 
believes  that  “the  most  virtuous  thing  for  the  king  is  to  uphold  the  right 
faith.”92  To  him  a  wise  and  just  ruler  is  one  who  follows  the  tenets  of  religion 
faithfully,  and  eradicates  heresy  from  his  realm.93 

It  is  obvious  that  the  concern  of  his  prince  with  religion  is  not  mere  politics ; 
it  is  rather  a  matter  of  genuine  faith  in  the  religious  values  of  social  life.  It 
is  an  instrument  to  preserve  the  State  as  well  as  a  means  of  salvation  in  the 
life  to  come94  “The  ruler  who  strives  to  uphold  the  faith  successfully  is  entrust¬ 
ed  by  God  with  temporal  and  religious  affairs,  and  his  wishes  are  granted  in 
both  the  worlds.”96 

This  shows  how  Nizam  al-Mulk  is  at  pains  to  make  his  prince  a  religious 
as  well  as  a  mundane  authority.  It  is,  however,  no  artificiality  with  him  to 
blend  the  religious  and  temporal  powers  in  one  and  the  same  office.  With  a 
religious  man  like  him,  looking  to  faith  for  guidance  in  the  spiritual  as  well 
as  in  the  worldly  affairs,  it  is  more  natural  to  combine  them  than  to  treat 
them  as  separate.  Besides  his  own  outlook  about  the  relation  of  religion  and 
politics,  which  led  him  to  attribute  religious  function  to  kingship,  there  arose 
a  historical  situation  in  which  the  king  came  to  be  regarded  not  only  as  a 
temporal  authority  but  also  as  a  religious  functionary.  The  age  of  the  Caliph, 
when  he  was  the  undisputed  leader  of  the  Muslim  community,  had  practically 
come  to  a  close  by  this  time,  giving  rise  to  the  power  of  the  independent 
autocratic  monarch  to  whom  the  people  now  looked  for  leadership  in  all  tem¬ 
poral  and  religious  affairs.  It  will  not  help  much  towards  appreciating  the  role 
this  autocrat  came  to  play  in  the  social  life  of  the  Muslim  people,  to  suppose 
about  this  historical  change  that,  “politically,  the  Khalifah  gave  place  to  the 
Sultan,  that  is,  a  religious  executive  was  replaced  by  an  explicitly  independent 
mundane  power.”99  It  must  be  admitted  that  the  Muslim  world,  far  from 
thinking  in  terms  of  the  separation  of  State  and  religion,  was  definitely  at  a 

observe  them  is  dangerous,  but  to  appear  to  possess  them  is  useful”  (Niccolo 
Machiavelli,  The  Prince,  tr.  L.  Ricci,  1903,  New  American  Library,  New  York, 
5th  ed„  1955,  Chap.  XVIII,  p.  102). 

91  Siydsat,  p.  55. 

99  Ibid. 

99  Ibid.,  p.  126. 

94  Ibid.,  pp.  8,  28,  37. 

96  Ibid.,  p.  210. 

99  W.  C.  Smith,  Islam  in  Modem  History,  Princeton  University  Press,  Princeton/ 
Oxford  University  Press,  London,  1957,  p.  36. 
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stage  of  political  development  in  which,  as  we  have  seen,  it  could  still  easily 
believe  in  their  ultimate  oneness.  The  Caliph,  therefore,  was  not  held  to  be 
simply  a  religious  executive;  he  was  a  temporal  authority  as  well,  and  both 
functions  were  intricately  interwoven  in  his  office.  The  autocratic  prince,  who 
came  to  fill  the  void  left  by  the  Caliph  in  the  Muslim  life  with  the  latter’s 
downfall,  was  his  heir  in  both  capacities.  He  was  a  replica  of  the  Caliph,  in 
almost  every  respect,  save  that,  like  the  Caliph,  he  was  not  an  elected 
functionary,  and,  therefore,  unlike  him,  he  was  in  practice  an  absolute  sovereign 
with  no  constitutional  limitations  on  his  authority,  and  under  no  constitutional 
obligation  even  in  fulfilling  bis  religious  functions.  Had  he  been  regarded  as 
simply  a  mundane  power,  the  Muslima  living  under  his  rule  would  have  been 
left  without  a  leader  to  organize  their  religious  life,  especially  after  the  Caliph 
had  practically  been  removed  as  a  real  force  from  the  scene  of  their  spiritual 
and  political  life. 

It  is  this  practical  necessity  that  has  led  Nizam  al-Mulk  to  insist  on  the 
essentially  religious  character  of  the  king’s  authority.  This  special  emphasis 
on  the  religious  character  is  also  important  on  account  of  the  fact  that  it 
tones  down  the  autocratic  temper  of  his  monarch.  The  moral  obligations  he 
sets  on  the  absolute  authority  of  the  king  prevent  it  from  growing  into  an 
oppressive  despotism.  His  is  basically  the  idea  of  a  paternalistic  State  in 
which  the  king  is  held  responsible  for  the  security  and  well-being  of  all  sub¬ 
jects.  The  first  and  foremost  moral  obligation  of  the  king  towards  his  subjects 
is  to  do  justice.  He  believes  it  to  be  a  religious  duty,  for  it  has  been  ordained 
by  God.  Justice,  as  a  principle  of  good  government,  occupies  a  predominant 
place  in  his  concept  of  kingship,  and  time  and  again  he  lays  emphasis  on  its 
importance  for  State  and  society.  But,  in  spite  of  all  its  significance,  he  does 
not  attempt  to  formulate  any  systematic  theory  of  justice;  nor  does  he  make 
any  effort  to  define  it  exactly.  This  much,  however,  can  be  concluded  from 
his  statement  that,  like  almost  all  his  ideas,  justice,  too,  is  a  practical  maxim 
or  a  social  rule  rather  than  a  social  philosophy.  Everyone  should  be  given 
what  is  due  to  him,  or  what  has  been  legally  recognized  as  his  right  in  a 
given  social  order.  To  him  justice  is  a  moral  principle  which  is  also  usable 
as  an  effective  means  to  preserve  a  political  society  and  to  promote  peace 
and  prosperity  among  the  people.  “The  kings  should  strive,”  he  says,  “to 
seek  the  favour  of  God,  which  can  be  attained  through  the  kindness  with 
which  they  treat  the  people  and  through  justice  which  they  administer 
to  them.  When  the  people  pray  for  the  welfare  of  the  king,  his  State  grows 
stable  and  prospers  every  day.”97  To  stress  its  significance  for  the  prosperity 
of  the  State  he  quotes  the  saying  that  “a  State  can  continue  to  exist  notwith¬ 
standing  impiety,  but  it  cannot  exist  with  tyranny.”98  Therefore,  he  believes 
that  an  auspicious  age  is  one  in  which  a  just  prince  comes  to  rule.99  He  quotes 

*7  Siyasat ,  p.  8. 

98  Ibid. 

”  Ibid.,  p.  44. 
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several  anecdotes  from  history  to  demonstrate  the  material  advantages  of 
justice,  and  to  show  that  justice  is  the  outstanding  moral  virtue  of  a  king. 
He  lays  equal  emphasis  on  its  moral  and  material  aspects  as  inseparably  joined 
together,  and  stresses  the  point  that  as  justice  brings  prosperity  and  good 
reputation  in  this  world,  it  helps  a  ruler  “to  attain  salvation  in  the  next 
world.”100 

In  his  notion  of  justice  he  is  influenced  again  both  by  Islam  and  by  Persia. 
It  is  under  the  Islamic  influence  that  he  comes  to  realize  the  religious  and 
moral  significance  of  justice,  and  goes  to  the  extent  of  linking  its  worldly 
aspect  with  the  deliverance  of  the  soul  in  eternity.  To  illustrate  this  point  he 
quotes  from  the  Holy  Qur’an,101  the  Tradition102  of  the  Prophet,  and  state¬ 
ments  about  the  practice  of  the  pious  Muslim  rulers,  and  says  that  the  worthiest 
prince  is  one  “whose  heart  is  the  seat  of  justice.”103 

From  ancient  Persia  he  learns  the  methods  of  the  administration  of  justice 
and  the  principle  of  direct  responsibility  of  the  king  in  matters  relating  to  it. 
He  is  so  much  impressed  by  the  Persian  standard  of  justice  that  he  believes 
that  “the  Sassanian  Kings,  especially  Nushlrwan  the  Just,  have  surpassed  all 
other  monarchs  in  justice,  generosity,  and  courage.”104  He  says  that  the  Persian 
kings  used  to  strive  so  honestly  to  live  up  to  the  principle  of  impartiality 
in  justice  that  they  could  even  allow  themselves  to  appear  as  respondents 
before  the  Chief  Justice  who  heard  complaints  against  their  royal  person.105 
They  held  it  as  their  personal  duty  to  see  that  the  others  also  treated  the 
people  with  the  same  impartiality  and  justice;  and,  in  order  to  hear  the 
complaints  personally,  they  used  to  hold  public  audience  twice  a  year,  to 
which  everyone  was  allowed  free  access,  and  whoever  prevented  anyone 
from  going  to  the  king  to  obtain  redress  for  grievances  was  sentenced  to 
death.100 

Besides  justice,  which  is  essential  for  good  government,  there  are  some 
other  moral  duties,  which,  as  Nizam  al-Mulk  says,  a  ruler  has  to  perform 
for  the  well-being  of  his  subjects.  His  idea  of  benevolent  despotism  involves 
the  notion  that  a  good  monarch  must  rule,  not  for  his  own  good,  but  for  the 
good  of  the  whole  country.  He  is  responsible  for  the  welfare  of  his  subjects, 
and  is  personally  accountable  to  God,  not  only  for  his  own  conduct,  but  also 
for  the  conduct  of  his  officials  towards  the  people.107  It  is,  therefore,  an  essential 
part  of  his  duty  that  he  should  appoint  as  government  officers  only  those 
who  are  God-fearing,  learned,  pious,  and  righteous,108  and  should  instruct 

100  Ibid.,  p.  8. 

101  Ibid.,  pp.  44  45 . 

102  Ibid. 

103  Ibid.,  p.  45. 

104  Ibid.,  p.  118. 

105  Ibid.,  p.  39. 

104  Ibid,  pp.  38-39. 

107  Ibid.,  pp.  9,  43. 

108  Ibid.,  pp.  38-41. 
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them  to  treat  the  people  well,109  because  as  justice  brings  prosperity,  oppres¬ 
sion  leads  to  the  devastation  of  a  country. 

This  autocratic  but  benevolent  sovereign,  depicted  for  the  first  time  in  the 
writings  of  Nizam  al-Mulk,  is  a  typical  Muslim  prince  who  came  into  existence 
with  the  downfall  of  the  Caliphate  and  continued  to  live  for  centimes  in  the 
Muslim  polity.  Equally  typical  is  his  vizier,  who  stands  next  to  him  in  rani; 
and  power  in  the  political  hierarchy  of  the  kingdom.110  Like  the  king,  he  is 
also  of  Persian  origin;  he  is,  in  fact,  the  Muslim  heir  of  the  pre-Islamic  Persian 
grand  vizier,  called  the  wazurg-farmdhur ,  who  made  his  way  into  the  constitu¬ 
tional  system  of  the  Caliphate111  “when  the  ‘Abbasids  came  to  copy  the 
administration  of  Sassanian  Empire.”112  This  grand  vizier  was  next  to  the 
king;  and  what  he  was  in  his  relation  to  the  Persian  king,  the  Muslim  vizier 
was  to  the  Caliph.113 

For  Nizam  al-Mulk,  himself  a  Persian  and  Grand  Vizier,  it  is  quite  natural 
to  aspire  to  model  this  institution  as  closely  as  possible  on  the  traditional 
line  of  the  Persian  vizierate,  which  had  once  worked  so  successfully  under  the 
Sassanian  rule.  But  he  is  not  the  first  writer  to  speak  of  this  institution,  for 
Mawardi  and  others  had  already  discussed  it  in  some  detail.  There  is,  how¬ 
ever,  a  sharp  distinction  between  the  theory,  for  example,  of  Mawardi  and 
that  of  Nizam  al-Mulk.  What  Mawardi  speaks  of  is,  in  fact,  the  constitutional 
position  of  the  vizier  in  his  relation  to  the  Caliph,  and,  therefore,  it  is  what 
may  be  called  the  constitutional  theory  of  vizierate.  With  this  aspect  of  the 
vizierate,  Nizam  al-Mulk  is  less  concerned,  and  he  seldom  refers  to  it.  What 
really  interests  him  more,  or  rather  exclusively,  is  the  political  and  moral 
aspect  of  this  institution.  There  is  yet  another  difference:  unlike  Mawardi, 
who  is  primarily  concerned  with  discussing  the  question  what  the  vizier’s 
functions  are  in  a  constitutional  set-up,  Nizam  al-Mulk  attempts  to  show 
what  he  ought  to  be  in  order  to  attain  perfection  in  ministerial  ethics.  He  deals 
with  the  vizierate  on  a  plane  of  thought  which  is  nearer  to  that  of  the  Qabus 
Nameh  of  Amir  Kaika’us  (412/I021-475/1082).114  Indeed,  his  field  of  study  is 
the  art  of  ministership,  but,  compared  with  Amir  Kaika’us,  he  treats  it  on 
a  wider  scale  and  with  a  touch  of  personal  experience  which  obviously  could 
not  be  claimed  by  the  Amir. 

To  Nizam  al-Mulk  the  vizierate  is  the  most  important  and  the  most  exalted 


109  Ibid.,  p.  18. 

110  Ahmad  b.  abi  Ya'qub,  ibn  Wadih  al-Ya‘qubi,  Tarikh  ai-Ydqubi,  ed.  M.  Th. 
Houtsma,  Brill,  Leiden,  1883,  p.  202. 

111  Hasan  Ibrahim  Hasan,  Tarikh  al-Islam,  Maktabat  al-Nahdat  al-Misriyyah, 
Cairo,  1945,  Vol.  II,  p.  196. 

112  Sa'idNaficy,  Tdrijch-i  Tamaddun-i  Irdn-i  Sdsdni,  Chan  Khanah-i  Danish-Gah, 
Teheran,  1331/1912,  pp.  231-32. 

113  A.  Christensen,  L'lran  Sous  les  Sassanides,  Urdu  tr.,  Muhammad  Iqbal, 
Iran  ba  ‘Ahd-i  Sasanian,  Anjuman-i  Taraqqi-i  Urdu,  India,  Delhi,  1941,  p.  148. 
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Qiibus  Nameh,  ed.  Reuben  Levy,  G.M.S.  London,  1951,  Chap.  II. 
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office,  next  only  to  that  of  the  Sultanate.116  Though  this  glorification  of  the 
ministerial  office  is  not  without  a  tinge  of  exaggeration,  it  serves  to  give  an 
idea  of  the  importance  the  vizier  once  had  in  the  Eastern  monarchical  States, 
including  the  Saljuq  Empire,  in  which  he  played  a  significant  part  in  politics, 
and  actually  shared  a  good  deal  of  power  with  the  king.  In  most  of  the 
achievements  which  were  attributed  to  the  royal  person  he  had  a  real  hand. 
Therefore,  there  is  a  certain  basis  of  truth  in  regarding  the  vizierate  as 
“an  institution  on  which  depend  the  State  and  the  people,  the  religion  and 
the  kingdom.”116  This  indicates  Nizam  al-Mulk’s  belief  about  the  vizierate  as 
an  indispensable  part  in  the  machinery  of  a  monarchical  government.  He  is 
also  conscious  of  the  historical  role  it  played  in  bringing  so  much  credit  to 
kingship  in  the  long  course  of  its  career.  “All  the  kings,”  he  says,  “who 
have  left  their  good  names  in  the  pages  of  time,  owe  it  to  the  felicity  of  the 
righteous  vizier,”117  and  again,  .  .  a  good  minister  brings  to  the  king  a  good 
name  and  leads  him  to  adopt  a  good  conduct.  All  the  princes  who  had  been 
great,  and  whose  name  shall  be  held  in  honour  till  the  Day  of  Judgment, 
were  those  who  had  good  ministers.”118  Throughout  his  arguments  about 
the  importance  of  ministership,  he  is  insistent  on  the  point  that  the  welfare  of 
both  the  king  and  the  kingdom  depends  upon  the  sagacity  of  the  vizier,  and 
that  a  bad  vizier  always  leads  them  to  destruction.119 

What  Nizam  al-Mulk  is  attempting  here  by  stressing  the  importance  of 
the  vizierate  is  not  to  represent  the  vizier  as  a  mere  intermediary  between  the 
king  and  his  subjects,  but  to  show  him  as  the  representative  of  the  king  and 
actually  responsible  to  him  for  the  whole  administration.  That  is  to  say,  the 
vizier,  as  conceived  by  him,  is  in  a  sense  a  sharer  in  the  king’s  real  powers. 
This  was  actually  the  position  which  Nizam  al-Mulk  had  himself  enjoyed  in 
his  own  life-time  as  the  vizier  of  the  Saljuqs.  That  in  elevating  this  office  to 
such  an  exalted  position  he  is  mainly  encouraged  by  the  Persian  tradition, 
is  evident  from  his  statement  in  which  he  asserts  that  since  the  origin  of  the 
State  up  to  the  days  of  Yazdigird  all  administrative  affairs  had  been  exclusively 
in  the  hands  of  the  viziers.  The  vizier  was  the  counterpart  and  deputy  of  the 
king.180  He  is  influenced  again  by  the  Persian  tradition  in  advocating  the 
hereditary  principle  of  the  vizierate,  of  which  his  Persian  forerunners,  the 
Barmakids,  were  the  first  exponents  in  Islam.  To  him  it  seems  most  desirable 
that  both  the  kingship  and  the  vizierate  should  be  hereditary,  as  was  the 
regular  practice  in  ancient  Persia  from  the  days  of  Ardashir,  the  son  of 
Babekan,  to  the  reign  of  Yazdigird.181  He  regrets  that  “when  the  kingship 
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came  to  an  end  in  Persia  the  vizierate  also  departed  from  the  house  of  the 
viziers.”142 

Nizam  al-Mulk  presents  a  picture  of  the  typical  minister  serving  at  the 
Court  of  an  Oriental  monarch,  when  he  comes  to  enumerate  the  dangers  with 
which  this  important  office  was  fraught,  and  the  noble  qualities  which  were 
supposed  to  be  the  prerequisites  of  the  vizierate.  He  gives  a  detailed  account 
of  them,  supported  by  his  personal  experiences,  or  by  illustrations  taken  from 
contemporary  history.  It  gives  an  idea  of  the  state  of  politics  and  administra¬ 
tion  in  the  medieval  Orient  in  which  a  vizier  had  to  discharge  his  duties  with 
so  many  powers  to  conduct  the  government,  and,  at  the  same  time,  with  so 
many  risks  of  being  suddenly  overthrown  from  office  for  any  mistake. 

The  dangers  in  accepting  this  office,  as  he  enumerates,  are  five :  — - 

(a)  The  minister  may  do  injustice  to  the  people  as  he  has  to  issue  numerous 
orders  every  day;143 

(b)  may  please  one  man  and  displease  thousands  of  others,  high  and  low, 
rich  and  poor;124 

(c)  he  may  displease  the  princes  of  the  royal  household  by  his  acts  and 
may  consequently  incur  the  displeasure  of  the  king  ;145 

(d)  he  has  always  to  deal  with  the  nobles  and  grandees  of  the  empire  whose 
hostility  and  hate  might  turn  the  king  against  him  ;128  and 

(e)  there  is  a  large  number  of  officials  of  high  and  low  ranks  upon  whom 
he  has  to  depend  in  discharging  his  duties,  and  their  displeasure  and 
conspiracy  may  undermine  his  reputation  and  career.147 

All  this  renders  the  office  of  the  vizier  a  difficult  one,  requiring  a  man  of 
sharp  intellect  and  outstanding  abilities.  Ni?&m  al-Mulk  attempts  to  lay  down 
at  length  the  essential  conditions  of  this  office  which  were  regarded  in  his  days 
as  the  qualities  of  an  ideal  vizier.  The  duties  of  a  vizier,  he  says,128  are  deter¬ 
mined  by  his  four-fold  relations:  First,  he  is  under  the  obligation  of  obedience 
to  God;  secondly,  he  owes  allegiance  to  his  royal  master;  thirdly,  he  has  to 
care  for  the  favourites  of  the  king;  and,  fourthly,  he  is  concerned  with  the 
common  people. 

One  cannot  fail  to  note  that  his  whole  discussion  of  the  institution  of 
vizierate,  like  that  of  the  office  of  kingship,  is  pervaded  again  by  a  religious 
and  moral  outlook,  arising  out  of  his  sincere  regard  for  religion.  In  the  office 
of  vizierate,  as  he  treats  it,  diplomacy  and  morality  have  been  blended  together, 
but  emphasis  is  altogether  on  its  moral  ends.  To  acquire  merely  worldly  pomp 
and  power,  he  says,  should  not  be  the  ultimate  end  of  the  vizier;  what 
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really  befits  this  exalted  office  is  to  seek  real  prestige  and  a  good  name 
in  religious  and  worldly  matters.129  This  can  be  achieved  through  upholding 
the  right  faith  and  following  the  dictates  of  God  faithfully.130  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  minister  that  he  should  strive  hard  to  revive  and  propagate  the  faith 
of  Islam  and  try  to  attain  the  excellent  moral  virtues  without  which  divine 
favour  is  impossible.  He  comes  to  preach  to  the  vizier  a  sort  of  Sufi-like 
attitude  towards  political  life  when  he  says  that  he  should  believe  in  the 
divine  providence,  and  should  regard  his  success  not  as  the  fruit  of  his  own 
efforts  but  as  the  result  of  the  divine  will.131 

Then  comes  the  king  who  is.  according  to  Nizam  al-Mulk,  a  divinely-appoint¬ 
ed  authority.  He  is  at  pains  to  make  him  a  point  of  focus  for  the  loyal  senti¬ 
ments  of  the  whole  political  societj'  and  especially  of  the  official  community 
among  whom  the  vizier  has  a  greater  obligation  to  pay  homage  to  the  king 
than  anyone  else.132  In  order  to  prove  himself  a  truly  obedient  servant  of  his 
master,  he  says,  the  vizier  must  refrain  from  seeking  any  sort  of  worldly 
pleasure,  because  the  greatest  pleasure  for  a  minister  really  consists,  not  in 
satisfying  his  own  desires,  but  in  pleasing  his  royal  master.133  Therefore,  he 
should  direct  all  his  efforts  towards  reforming  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom134 
and  increasing  the  wealth  of  the  State,136  which  is  the  only  way  to  please  the 
king. 

Finally,  he  advises  the  minister  to  have  special  regard  for  the  companions, 
courtiers,  and  other  favourites  of  the  king  and  the  nobles  and  high  officials 
of  the  kingdom.130  They  are  always  influential  figures  in  a  feudal  society 
headed  by  an  absolute  monarch,  and  have  an  important  role  in  its  politics. 
As  their  friendliness  has  great  advantages  for  the  vizier,  their  antagonism 
may  turn  all  against  him;131  therefore,  he  advises  the  vizier  to  be  careful  in 
handling  them.  It  is,  however,  remarkable  about  Nizam  al-Mulk  that,  in  spite 
of  dealing  with  the  problems  of  an  office  of  a  diplomatic  nature  within  the 
framework  of  feudalism,  which  is  always  tainted  with  conspiracies,  he  does 
not  induce  the  vizier  to  follow  cunning  methods.  Instead,  he  believes  in  the 
moral  standards  of  political  conduct  and  insists  that  the  vizier  “should  steadily 
follow  the  path  of  truth  and  righteousness  in  State  affairs;”  and  this  would 
serve  to  protect  him  from  the  enmity  of  his  foes  and  would  ultimately  convince 
them  of  his  integrity.138 

Nizam  al-Mulk’s  importance  as  a  political  thinker  must  rest,  not  on  the 
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practical  suggestions  he  offerred  to  improve  the  conditions  of  a  particular 
State,  but  on  his  theories  of  monarchy  and  ministership.  He  was  the  first  to 
discover  the  moral  and  political  principles  of  kingship  and  vizierate  and  wher¬ 
ever  the  two  institutions  came  into  existence  in  the  Muslim  world,  his  ideas 
served  as  their  theoretical  foundations.  It  is  evident  from  the  references  to 
his  works  in  the  writings  of  the  succeeding  generations,  that  he  was  generally 
studied.  Even  the  contents  of  his  Wasaya ’  “were  known  far  and  wide,”139  long 
before  they  came  to  be  compiled  in  the  form  of  a  treatise  in  the  ninth/fifteenth 
century.  The  vast  literature  on  political  ethics  produced  in  later  days, 
especially  the  treatises  written  for  the  guidance  of  Muslim  princes,  contain  a 
good  deal  of  the  political  principles  which  were  enunciated  for  the  first  time 
by  Nizam  al-Mulk.  This  may  be  considered  to  be  his  direct  influence  on  the 
later  development  of  Muslim  political  thought. 
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Chapter  XXXIX 
AL-GHAZALI 

The  structure  of  political  authority  in  Islam  is  by  no  means  as  simple  as 
it  seems  at  first  glance.  In  the  legalistic  theory  of  the  Caliphate  expounded 
by  the  Sunni  jurists  the  SharVah  is  quite  obviously  the  source  of  all  authority, 
including  political  authority  as  well.  As  a  body  of  more  or  less  concrete  law, 
the  Shari1  ah  itself  must  be  authorized  from  some  source,  which  is  presumably 
qualified  to  judge  right  from  wrong.  Theoretically,  the  Shari1  ah  is  changeable 
from  time  to  time,  i.e.,  from  prophet  to  prophet,  but  the  Shari1  ah  of  a  prophet 
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is  the  best  law  for  the  time  for  which  it  is  laid  down.  It  is  claimed  that  the 
Islamic  Law  is  laid  down  for  all  times  to  come.  It  is  elastic  only  in  the  sense  that 
some  parts  of  one  of  its  sources  (the  Qur’an)  are  given  in  such  general  terms 
as  are  capable  of  different  interpretations  at  different  times,  and  the  validity 
of  some  parts  of  another  source  ( Hadi  th)  depends  upon  historical  authenticity. 
Human  beings  may  not  change  the  laws  laid  down  by  the  SharVah  but  they 
may  know  them  or  not  know  them,  interpret  them  or  not  interpret  them, 
obey  them  or  disobey  them.  The  prerequisite  for  the  knowledge  of  the  SharVah 
is  acknowledgment  of  the  established  sources  of  the  SharVah,  i.e.,  usul  al-dln. 
The  prerequisite  for  obedience  is  belief. 

The  ultimate  source  of  authority  is  God.  It  is  only  the  good  that  God  com¬ 
mands  and  only  the  evil  that  He  forbids.  The  principal  difference  between 
the  Sunni  and  later  Shi'ite  persuasions  is  the  Sunni  doctrine  that  the  last  and 
definitive  revelation  is  the  Qur’an,  and  Muhammad  is  the  last  human  being 
to  be  endowed  with  revealed  knowledge  of  right  and  wrong.  The  successors 
of  Muhammad  may  only  know  the  SharVah  by  reference  to  the  Qur’an,  to 
the  behaviour  of  Muhammad,  and,  wherever  these  sources  are  not  explicit,  to 
the  consensus  of  Muslims — or  indeed  by  reference  to  analogical  judgment. 
Thus,  the  proximate  sources  of  authority  are  the  Qur’an,  the  Sunnah,  ijmd' 
and  qiyas. 

The  immediate  source  of  authority  is  somewhat  more  difficult  to  ascertain. 
Learning,  or  ‘ilm,  is  necessary  for  the  discovery  of  what  the  SharVah  is,  and 
this  qualification  is  the  source  of  the  title  ‘ulamd’.  The  Sunni  ‘ulamd’  are 
distinguished  from  others  by  their  acknowledgment  of  the  “canonical”  sources 
of  the  SharVah.  However,  since  there  is  no  priesthood  in  Islam,  the  ‘ulamd’ 
form  an  undefined  and  unwieldy  body.  The  business  of  discovering  the  law 
is  at  times  very  much  like  legislation,  but  the  non-officialized  body  of  the 
‘ulamd’  tend  to  convert  their  function  to  that  of  a  huge,  unwieldy  board  of 
judicial  review.  Obviously  such  action  as  might  be  undertaken  by  such  a 
group  must  come  after  the  political  fact,  and  because  of  the  nature  of  the 
institution  the  time-lapse  between  deed  and  decision  might  be  generations. 
It  would  be  wrong  to  deny  the  ‘ulamd’  any  authority  at  all,  for  the  ‘Abbasid 
dynasty  went  to  great  lengths  to  secure  the  support  of  the  ‘ulamd’  and  to 
display  respect  for  their  judgments.  The  pattern  of  political  behaviour  thus 
established  was  carried  on  by  subsequent  Islamic  rulers.  Nevertheless,  it  was 
characteristic  of  the  Caliphs  to  claim  the  more  remote  authority  for  their 
government. 

In  a  sense  the  Muslim  community,  because  of  its  intimate  connection  with 
the  principle  of  ijmd',  may  be  reckoned  a  source  of  authority.  However,  since 
ijmd‘  is  a  source  of  the  SharVah.  and  since  it  is  a  process  rather  than  an  in¬ 
stitution,  it  cannot  satisfy  the  requirement  of  an  immediate  source  of  authority. 
As  a  source  of  the  SharVah  it  is  theoretically  anterior  to  it,  and,  thus,  a  more 
remote  source  of  authority.  In  any  case  it  is  still  subject  to  “discovery”  and 
interpretation  by  the  'ulamd' .  As  a  process  its  legislative  effieacity  is  similar 
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to  that  of  custom  in  Roman  and  Canon  Law,  so  the  time-lapse  is  necessarily 
great.  The  Muslim  community  is  not  only  the  Islamic  Church,  but  it  is  also 
the  personal  sphere  of  validity  of  Islamic  government.  Membership  in  the 
community  is  the  result  of  belief,  and  belief  is  the  basis  of  obedience  to  the 
SharV ah.  The  purpose  of  Islamic  government  is  to  see  to  it  that  the  Shari'ah 
is  obeyed.  In  other  words,  the  part  the  community  plays  in  political  affairs 
is  primarily  passive,  although  Islamic  government  is  clearly  established  for 
the  benefit  of  the  Muslims. 

Regardless  of  the  degree  and  kind  of  authority  attributed  to  the  ‘ulama’ 
and  the  community,  neither  group  ever  wielded  real  political  power  to  trans¬ 
form  their  political  function  to  that  of  an  institution  authorizing  the  day-to- 
day  acts  of  government.  Theoretically,  the  Muslim  system  all  but  disregards 
the  question  of  power;  practically,  it  is  another  question.  Ibn  Khaldun  is  the 
most  outstanding  Islamic  theorist  of  those  few  who  dealt  with  the  problem 
of  power.  He  asserts  that  power  and  authority  were  joined  in  the  Orthodox 
Caliphate.1 II  Ideally,  of  course,  power  should  reside  with  the  immediate  source 
of  authority  in  the  community. 

The  relation  of  the  Caliphate  to  the  SharVah  is  more  difficult  to  define  than 
that  of  the  ‘ulama'  or  the  community.  During  the  whole  of  the  Umayyad 
and  the  early  part  of  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate,  the  Caliph  is  much  more  the 
exponent  of  power  than  of  authority.  In  the  last  centuries  of  the  ‘Abbasid 
Caliphate  the  Caliph  could  hardly  be  considered  the  exponent  of  power  either. 
Was  he  then  the  most  immediate  representative  of  authority  ? 

With  the  exception  of  the  Qur’anic  Law,  the  Caliphate  and  the  Shari4 ah 
developed  pari  passu.  The  Sunnah  of  the  Prophet  did  not  become  constitutive 
until  treated  as  such  by  the  successors  of  the  Prophet.  Ijma  and  qiyas  are 
certainly  later  accretions.  Tliis  historical  fact  has  tended  to  complicate  the 
relationship  of  the  Caliph  and  the  Shari4 ah.  In  the  main  the  Caliph  is  the 
executive  of  the  Shari4 ah.  the  commander-in-chief  of  the  Muslim  army,  and 
the  leader  in  formal  religious  observances  prescribed  by  the  Shari4 ah.  Above  all, 
the  Caliph  is  the  head  of  the  religious  institution  in  Islam,  only  of  the  for¬ 
malized  part  of  it.  Since  religion  was  an  all-inclusive  concept,  he  was  also  the 
political  institution.  The  subordination  of  the  Caliph  to  the  Shari4 ah  was  most 
clearly  expressed  as  a  by-product  of  early  political  controversy  in  the  attacks 
on  the  piety  and  personal  behaviour  of  the  Umayyad  Caliphs.2  That  the  political 
behaviour  of  the  Caliph  must  be  in  accordance  with  the  Shari4 ah.  was  implicit 
in  ‘Abbasid  religious  policy.  The  theoretical  implications  of  this  policy  were 
limited  only  to  the  function  of  the  Caliph  once  appointed  and  as  a  conse¬ 
quence  fail  to  define  the  authority  for  the  appointment  of  a  particular  Caliph, 
or  the  authority  for  the  institution  itself. 


1  Ibn  Khaldun.  Muqaddimah ,  Beirut,  1900,  pp.  203ff. 

s  Goldziher  has  set  forth  the  arguments  of  the  early  political  factions  in  Volume 

II  of  his  Mohammedanische  Studien. 
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The  circumstantial  authority  arising  out  of  the  contention  that  the  Caliphs 
were  properly  executing  the  function  of  the  Caliphate  did  not  exhaust  the 
‘Abbasid  theory.  Their  personal  claim  to  the  office  itself  was  based  both  on 
agnate  descent  from  the  Prophet  and  the  action  of  divine  Providence.  This 
theory  of  constitutive  authority  was  never  denied  by  Sunni  theorists,  but  it 
was  certainly  omitted  in  the  heavy  casuistical  overlay  which  attempted  to 
camouflage  the  fact  of  dynastic  succession.  In  time  the  Sunni  theory  of  the 
constitutional  process  came  to  be  a  composite  of  the  actual  circumstances  of  the 
historical  appointment  of  various  Caliphs.  These  various  circumstances  were 
codified  in  detail,  and  with  some  juridical  expansion  by  al-Mawardi,3  but  the 
Shar‘i  nature  of  the  constitutional  process  had  already  been  established.  Thus, 
the  SharVah  was  recognized  as  authority  for  the  acts  of  the  Caliph  and  for 
the  manner  of  appointment  of  a  particular  Caliph,  but  there  remains  the 
problem  of  the  authority  for  the  institution  itself.  Al- Baghdadi’s  answer  that 
the  Caliphate  is  required  because  there  are  certain  explicit  Shar'i  duties  in¬ 
cumbent  upon  the  Caliph  merely  begs  the  question.4  We  must  be  satisfied 
then  with  the  conclusion  that  the  authority  of  the  Caliph  is  primarily  circum¬ 
stantial,  i.e.,  he  has  authority  for  what  he  does  rather  than  for  what  he  is. 

What  the  Caliph  is  depends  rather  upon  historical  events,  and  this  is  not 
surprising  since  the  institution  developed  along  with  the  Shan'ah.  History 
has  a  legislative  character  in  Sunni  Islam,  and  the  Caliphate  is  the  prime 
example  of  the  legislative  efficacity  of  history.  On  the  other  hand,  the  effect 
of  historical  legislation  is  primarily  retrospective.  As  a  result  we  are  told 
what  the  Caliph  ivas  and  what  he  should  now  be.  Clearly,  Sunni  theories  of 
the  Caliphate  are  not  slavish  descriptions  of  the  obtaining  conditions ;  but  in  so 
far  as  they  deviate  from  the  merely  descriptive,  they  also  concentrate  on  the 
function  rather  than  the  institution  of  the  Caliphate. 

So  long  as  sufficient  measure  of  power  was  attached  to  the  Caliphate,  this 
question  did  not  agitate  Muslim  theorists.  We  might  say  the  institution  of 
the  Caliphate  was  almost  taken  for  granted.  However,  when  the  Caliphs  lost 
control  of  affairs,  circumstantial  authority  no  longer  applied  to  the  Caliphate. 
Al-Mawardi  is  very  much  aware  of  this  problem,  but  his  treatment  of  it  is 
entirely  inadequate.  He  insists  on  the  legitimacy  of  the  Caliph  who  is  con¬ 
strained  by  one  of  his  military  aides,  even  though  he  expressly  states  that  the 
“obligatory”  character  of  the  Caliphate  is  derived  from  the  Caliph’s  duties 
as  executor  of  the  Shari'ah ,5  Nevertheless,  al-Mawardi  has  not  necessarily 
contradicted  himself — he  has  simply  failed  to  state  explicitly  the  source  of 
Caliphal  authority.  It  was  this  omission  which  permitted  theorists  of  the 
post- ‘Abbasid  period  to  apply  the  criteria  of  circumstantial  authority  to  the 
actual  but  “unconstitutional”  holders  of  power.  The  inevitable  corollary  was 
the  establishment  of  power  as  the  constitutive  authority  of  the  Caliph. 

3  Al-Mawardi,  al-Ahkam  cd-Sultaniyyah,  Cairo.  1909,  Chapter  I. 

4  ‘Abd  al-Qahir  ibn  Tahir  al-Baghdadi,  Usui  al-Din,  Istanbul,  1928,  p.  272. 

5  Al-Mawardi,  op.  cit .,  p.  16. 
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Regarding  the  theory  of  al-Mawardi,  our  inference  is  that  he  considered  the 
constrained  Caliph  legitimate  because  of  the  validity  of  the  constitutional 
process  by  which  he  was  appointed.  The  resulting  situation  is  pure  anomaly; 
the  authority  of  the  Caliph  is  his  “constitutionality,”  while  the  authority  of  his 
constrainer  is  circumstantial  (derived  from  his  ruling  in  accordance  with  the 
8harl‘ah 1 ;  and  the  sum  total  is  legitimate  government. 

Al-Ghazali’s  attempt  to  solve  this  problem  is  much  more  serious  than  that 
of  the  preceding  theorists.  In  many  important  respects  his  theory  departs 
from  the  well-established  pattern  of  Sunni  theory.  On  the  other  hand,  these 
divergences  are  carefully  couched  in  terms  calculated  to  maintain  the  essentials 
of  traditional  Sunni  theory.  While  remembering  that  the  classification  of 
authority  as  functional,  constitutional,  and  institutional  is  only  an  analytical 
construction,  which  finds  no  place  in  Islamic  theory,  we  may  find  this  classi¬ 
fication  helpful  in  analysing  al-Ghazali’s  theory.8 

In  referring  to  Islamic  government  al-Ghazali  uses  the  same  term  as  his 
predecessors.  However,  it  is  almost  immediately  clear  that  he  has  something 
else  in  mind,  and  noil  the  traditional  Caliphate  of  even  al-Mawardi.  He  follows 
the  prejudice  in  favour  of  one-man  government,  but  his  implication  is  clearly 
that  of  a  multilateral  rather  than  a  unitary  government.  Most  important  of 
all  is  his  association  of  the  Caliph  with  the  Sultan.  We  shall  return  to  this 
problem,  but  it  is  necessary  to  realize  that  he  assumes  the  co-operation  of  the 
Caliph  and  the  actual  holder  of  power  in  his  discussion  of  the  obligatory 
character  of  the  Caliphate. 

In  keeping  with  the  then  traditional  treatment  of  the  question  of  the  obliga¬ 
tory  character  of  the  Caliphate,  al-Ghazali  first  directs  his  argument  against 
those  who  deny  the  Shar'i  character  of  the  Caliphate,  and  then  against  those 
who  deny  its  obligatoriness  altogether.6 7  The  first  argument  is  a  positive  one, 
and  concerns  the  institutional  authority  for  the  Caliphate.  The  second  is  a 
negative  argument,  and  sheds  light  on  the  nature  of  the  Caliphate  and  the 
duties  attached  thereto.  After  dealing  with  these  two  arguments  we  shall 
discuss  his  treatment  of  the  constitutive  process  with  special  reference  to  the 
qualifications  of  the  Caliph  and  the  constituent  power. 

The  Mu‘tazilah  asserted  that  the  obligatory  character  of  the  Caliphate  was 
based  on  “reason”  and  not  upon  the  Shari' ah.  The  Sunni  jurists  insisted  upon 
the  Shan'ah,  as  the  basis  of  the  Caliphate.  Al-Ghazali  follows  the  accepted 
Sunni  line,  but  he  develops  his  argument  in  a  more  logical  fashion,  adding 

6  Functional  authority  is  that  which  authorizes  each  separate  act  of  the  Caliph, 
without  regard  to  the  manner  of  his  appointment.  Institutional  authority  is  that 
which  provides  that  there  shall  be  such  an  institution  as  the  Caliphate.  Logically, 
institutional  authority  must  precede  functional  authority,  though  the  office  and 
its  duties  are  conceptually  joined.  Constitutional  authority  provides  for  the  manner 
in  which  a  Caliph  should  be  appointed.  It  will  usually  be  found  that  the  question 
of  legitimacy  in  Islamic  political  theory  relates  to  the  constitutive  process,  while 
functional  lapses  are  regarded  as  disqualifying  and  not  illegitimizing. 

7  Al-Ghazali.  al-IqtisSd  fi  al-I'tiqad,  Cairo,  n.d„  pp.  104-09. 
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new  elements.  First,  he  states  that  the  Caliphate  does  indeed  have  utility,  but 
he  traces  the  proof  of  the  Shar'i  obligation  of  appointing  an  Imam  first  to 
ijma  and,  second  and  more  importantly,  to  the  deduced  will  of  the  Prophet. 
He  contends  that  the  will  of  the  Prophet  was  the  source  of  the  consensus  of 
the  community.  His  argument  is  that  the  Prophet’s  purpose  was  the  formal 
establishment  of  the  religion  of  Islam.  To  secure  this  end  both  life  and  liveli¬ 
hood  must  be  protected.  The  appointment  of  an  Imam  is  therefore  obligatory. 
He  also  indicates  that  only  through  the  performance  of  formal  religious 
observances  may  the  bliss  of  the  hereafter  be  achieved. 

We  have  found  the  usual  Sunni  insistence  upon  the  Shar'i  character  of  the 
Caliphate  inadequate  for  the  definition  of  the  institutional  authority  of  that 
office.  In  supporting  this  view  the  Sunni  theorists  point  to  no  specific  provisions 
of  the  Shari' ah.  Instead  they  reason  from  the  prescribed  duties,  deducing  the 
executive  institution.8  The  weakness  of  their  argument  is  manifest,  for  as  we 
have  seen,  the  Caliphate  existed  in  fact  before  any  of  its  duties  were  defined. 
By  the  addition  of  new  elements  to  this  argument,  al-Ghazali  goes  much  further 
towards  a  definition  of  the  institutional  authority  of  the  Caliphate.  The  most 
important  innovation  is  his  reference  to  the  consensus  of  the  community, 
which  is  no  less  than  the  historical  practice  of  the  community.  Evidently,  this 
is  historical  legislation. 

Technically,  the  consensus  by  which  the  community  has  authorized  the 
institution  of  the  Caliphate  has  reference  to  the  consent  of  the  Companions 
of  the  Prophet  to  the  establishment  of  the  Orthodox  Caliphate.  The  phrase 
“consensus  of  the  community”  is  sufficiently  vague  to  include  the  consensus 
of  other  generations  as  well.  However,  the  consensus  of  the  community  is 
not  actually  a  legislative  process,  but  merely  evidence  of  the  fact  that  what  has 
been  approved  by  the  community  is  actually  provided  for  in  the  Shari'ah. 
Despite  this  legal  detail,  we  must  conclude  that  the  authority  for  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  Caliphate  is  derived  from  the  community  of  the  Muslims.  By  the 
time  al-Ghazali  wrote,  the  consensus  of  the  community  had  become  a  source  of 
the  Shari'ah  in  its  own  right.  The  community  at  large  has  been  endowed  by  the 
grace  of  God  with  a  special  character,  summed  up  in  the  words  of  the  Prophet, 
“My  Community  will  never  agree  in  error.”  The  important  thing  to  note  is 
that  consensus  implies  unanimity,  or  very  nearly  that.  The  community  as  a 
source  of  authority  is  then  considered  collectively.  Ijmd'  is,  as  has  been  said, 
primarily  a  conservative  principle,  tending  to  approve  and  perpetuate  existing 
phenomena.  But  it  is  correlatively  a  dynamic  principle,  expressing  in  a  way 
the  historical  continuity  of  the  Islamic  community.  The  institution  of  the 
Caliphate  is  intimately  bound  up  with  the  collective  unity  of  the  community, 
as  well  as  with  its  historical  continuity. 


8  A1 -Baghdadi.  loc.  cit. ;  al-Mawardi,  op.  cil.,  p.  3 ;  see  also  al-BaqillSni.  al-  Tamhid, 
Cairo,  1947,  pp.  185-86  “Concerning  the  Purpose  for  which  the  Imamate  is 
Established.” 
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Al-Ghazali’a  logical  bent  of  mind  will  not  allow  Mm  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
mere  evidential  fact  of  ijma'.  Clearly,  ijma'  itself  contains  no  logic,  while 
al-Ghazali’s  intention  is  to  frame  the  requirements  of  the  Shari' ah  in  a  manner 
best  calculated  to  convince  the  protagonists  of  reason.  Therefore,  he  goes  back 
to  the  source  of  the  ijmd'  wMch  is,  he  says,  the  intention  of  the  Prophet  to 
organize  the  establishment  of  Islam.9  Primarily,  he  is  referring  to  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  external  observances  of  the  religion  such  as  prayer,  fasting,  and 
pilgrimage;  the  execution  of  the  liudud  punishments  for  such  transgressions 
as  drinking  and  adultery;  the  maintenance  of  the  Shari' ah  Law  in  such  matters 
as  marriage  and  inheritance;  and  the  administration  of  Islamic  justice  by 
means  of  the  Qadis.  Under  these  headings  come  the  collection  of  taxes  and 
the  government  administration,  for  these  are  included  either  directly  or  in¬ 
directly  in  the  Shar'i  requirements  concerning  them.  The  Prophet  may  have 
desired  to  accomplish  other,  less  concrete  things  as  well,  but  here  the  main 
point  is  his  purpose  of  organizing  the  administration  of  the  (Sunni)  religion. 
Although  it  is  here  presented  in  slightly  different  terms,  tMs  is  the  same  old 
argument  leading  to  the  functional  or  circumstantial  authority  of  the  Cali¬ 
phate.  Al-Ghazali’s  argument  goes  on  to  show  that  the  requirements  of  the 
Shari'ah  imply  the  requirement  of  an  institution  of  some  sort  to  execute 
them.  That  institution,  the  form  of  wMch  has  been  authorized  by  the  con¬ 
sensus  of  the  community,  is  the  Caliphate. 

Though  al-Ghazali  rejected  the  argument  of  the  Mu'tazilah  that  the  obliga¬ 
tory  character  of  the  Caliphate  ys  based  upon  reason,  he  agrees  with  them  that 
it  does  have  utility.  Utility  is  a  concept  with  a  minimum  of  religious  connota¬ 
tion.  We  have  seen  that  the  Shari'ah  contains  very  many  material  provisions, 
but  none  of  these  could  be  classified  by  a  Muslim  as  merely  utilitarian.  Ob¬ 
viously,  al-Ghazali  is  referring  to  governmental  functions  common  to  all 
centralized  coercive  orders,  such  as  the  maintenance  of  order  and  the  security 
of  life  and  property.  TMs  utility  can  only  exist  where  power  is  present. 

The  subject  of  utilitarian  power  comes  into  al-Ghazali’s  argument  again 
when  he  attempts  to  prove  that  the  Imamate  is  necessary  for  the  realization 
of  the  Prophet’s  goal.  It  enters  when  he  says  that  material  security  is  a  pre¬ 
requisite  for  the  carrying  out  of  the  Shari'ah.10  The  concrete  character  of  so 
many  of  the  Shari'ah  provisions  necessitates,  in  the  establishment  of  the 
Shari'ah,  the  setting  up  of  a  civic  religious  institution.  Obviously,  this  implies 
the  existence  of  a  favourably  disposed  political  power.  This  is  provided  by 
the  Sultanate.  His  conclusion  is  that  the  Caliphate  (execution  of  the  Shari'ah 1 
because  of  its  relationsMp  with  the  Sultanate  (coercive  power)  is  required  as 
a  result  of  the  objective  of  the  Prophet  (the  establishment  and  institutionaliza¬ 
tion  of  the  Shari'ah).  In  the  progress  of  tMs  argument  the  Sultanate  is  brought 
in  without  any  explanation  of  the  relationsMp  of  the  bearer  of  power  to  the 


*  Al-Ghazali.  op.  c it.,  p.  105. 
19  Ibid. 
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Caliph ;  we  only  know  that  the  function  of  the  Sultanate  is  an  essential  element 
of  the  authorized  Caliphate. 

In  a  later  argument  al-Ghazali  opposes  those  who  deny  the  obligatory 
character  of  the  Caliphate  altogether.  Here  we  get  into  some  confusion  of 
terms.  The  contention  of  al-Ghazali’s  opponents  is  that  the  Caliphate  has 
lapsed  because  there  is  no  qualified  person  to  serve  in  that  capacity.11  The 
implication  of  their  statement  is  that  the  Caliphate  is  not,  therefore,  a  rigid 
requirement  of  the  SharVah.  At  least  this  is  in  some  measure  the  way  in  which 
al-Ghazali  chooses  to  understand  their  argument.  In  his  own  approach  al- 
Ghazali  definitely  confuses  the  terms  obligatory  (moral)  and  necessary  (natural). 
The  argument  is  simply:  there  ought  to  be  a  Caliph;  therefore  there  must  be  a 
Caliph;  therefore  there  is  a  Caliph.  From  this  we  are  probably  justified  in 
deducing  that  the  opposing  argument  runs :  there  is  no  Caliph,  therefore  there 
need  not  be  a  Caliph,  therefore  there  is  no  obligation  to  appoint  a  Caliph. 

Al-Ghazali’s  final  argument  on  this  question  is  his  asking  what  would  be¬ 
come  of  all  those  religious,  social,  economic,  and  political  phenomena  which 
are  regulated  by  the  SharVah  if  there  were  no  Caliph.12  He  contends  that 
without  the  existence  of  the  Caliphate  no  judgment  of  a  Qadi,  no  contract, 
no  testament  would  be  valid.  In  other  words,  the  power  of  all  Qadis  and 
government  officials  is  derived  from  the  Caliph.  In  theory,  Islamic  government 
is  perfectly  centralized.  The  authority  which  any  individual  Qadi  has  is  com¬ 
pletely  derived  from  the  Caliph,  and  not  from  the  task  he  performs,  as  is  the 
case  of  the  Caliph’s  own  authority.  It  is  inconsistent,  but  there  is  no  circum¬ 
stantial  authority  for  subordinate  officials ;  their  authority  is  only  constitutive 
(derived  from  the  manner  in  which  they  were  appointed).  Thus,  the  absence 
of  the  Caliphate  would  turn  every  normal  human  relationship  into  sin,  and 
lead  to  disorder  and  strife.  He  does  not  say  what  effect  such  social  disintegra¬ 
tion  might  have  on  the  chances  of  the  individual  Muslim  for  salvation ;  but 
from  other  indications  we  may  conclude  that  they  would  be  considerably 
reduced. 

We  are  now  much  clearer  on  the  nature  of  the  Caliphate  in  al-Ghazali’s 
theory:  (a)  The  Caliphate  comprehends  the  necessary  power  to  accomplish 
the  maintenance  of  order,  (b)  It  represents  or  symbolizes  the  collective  unity 
of  the  Muslim  community  and  its  historical  continuity,  (c)  Deriving  its  func¬ 
tional  and  institutional  authority  from  the  SharVah.  it  is  the  only  legitimate 
form  of  government  in  Islam.  The  legitimacy  of  the  Caliphal  form  of  govern¬ 
ment  validates  all  acts  of  a  legal  and  political  nature,  and  it  establishes  the 
Caliphate  as  the  focal  point  of  the  SharVah  in  the  community  as  well  as  the 
symbol  of  the  divine  guidance  of  the  Sunni  community  by  virtue  of  its  obe¬ 
dience  to  the  SharVah.  It  is  not  coincidental  that  these  three  aspects  of  the 
Caliphate  correspond  to  al-Ghazali’s  three  sources  for  the  obligatory  character 
of  the  Caliphate:  (a)  utility,  (b)  ijma‘,  (c)  and  the  objective  of  the  Prophet. 


11  Ibid,.,  p.  107. 

12  Ibid. 
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So  much  for  the  Caliphate,  but  what  about  the  Caliph  himself?  Al-Ghazali 
joins  the  earlier  theorists  in  giving  a  long  list  of  qualifications  required  for 
the  office-  Ideally,  al-Ghazali’s  qualifications  are  the  same  as  those  of  al- 
Mawardi’s.  The  Caliph  must  be  without  physical  as  well  as  mental  defects.  He 
must  be  honourable,  courageous,  wise,  and  so  on.  It  must  not  be  thought  that 
these  qualifications  are  mere  words.  They  do  not  represent  abstract  qualities, 
but  rather  their  concrete  equivalents.  Thus,  he  must  be  able  to  defend  the 
Muslims  against  their  enemies  and  maintain  internal  order.  He  must  be  able 
to  make  judgments  in  accordance  with  the  SharVah.  He  must  be  able  to 
administer  the  affairs  of  the  State.  Finally,  he  must  be  of  Qurai|hite  descent. 
Al-Ghazali  adds  that  he  must  be  an  ‘Abbasid.13 

These  requirements  are  very  great,  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  were 
in  reality  never  completely  fulfilled.  The  only  stipulation  which  had  been 
fulfilled  was  that  of  Quraishite  lineage,  and  for  three  hundred  and  more 
years  before  al-Ghazali  the  Quraishite  Caliph  had  been  an  ‘Abbasid.  This 
fact  more  than  anything  else  represented  the  unity  and  historical  continuity 
of  the  Sunni  commWity. 

The  inconsistency  in  al-Mawardi’s  theory  stems  from  the  fact  that  he  in¬ 
sisted  upon  these  qualifications  in  the  Caliph,  while  permitting  the  Caliph  to 
be  inactive.  On  the  Caliph’s  inactivity  he  clearly  contradicts  his  own  words. 
At  one  point  al-Mawardi  insists  on  the  personal  activity  of  the  Caliph,  while 
at  another  he  validates  his  being  constrained  by  one  of  his  military  aides. 
The  reasons  which  might  have  justified  al-Mawardi’s  equivocation  were  no 
longer  effective  in  al-Ghazali’s  time.  We  find  al-Ghazali  facing  the  problem 
of  the  inactivity  of  the  Caliph,  and  the  related  problem  of  his  qualifications.14 

To  understand  al-Ghazali’s  treatment  of  this  problem  we  must  bear  in 
mind  his  insistence  upon  the  obligatory,  even  necessary,  character  of  the 
Imamate.  We  are  not  concerned  with  “an  irresistible  force”  and  an  “immovable 
object.”  Al-Ghazali  tells  us  frankly  that  the  necessity  of  having  an  Imam 
is  so  great  that  it  compels  the  alteration  of  the  qualifications  when  there  is 
no  other  way  out.16  The  licence  of  duress  had,  indeed,  been  applied  previously 
by  al-Mawardi  to  validate  the  rule  of  “Amirs  by  Conquest,”16  but  he  does  not 
seem  to  have  been  able  to  bring  himself  to  do  the  same  for  the  constrainer  of 
the  Caliph.  At  any  rate,  al-Mawardi  did  not  permit,  even  in  a  case  of  duress, 
the  lowering  of  the  qualifications  of  the  Imamate.  Perhaps  al-Mustazhir  was 
obviously  unqualified,  or  it  might  be  that  al-Ghazali  was  more  honest  than 
al-Mawardi ;  anyway  al-Ghazali  is  willing  to  concede  many  of  the  qualifications 
in  order  to  maintain  the  Caliphate.  About  the  only  concrete  thing  that  he 


13  Al-Ghazali.  Ihya'  ‘Ulum  al-Din,  Vol.  II;  al-Haram  w-al-Haldl,  p.  124. 

14  See  Goldziher,  Streitschrift  des  Oazali  gegen  die  Batinijja-Sekte,  Leiden,  1916, 
pp.  80ff.,  for  analysis  and  pp.  58ff.  text  for  al-Ghazali's  early,  detailed  views, 
referred  to  in  both  Iqtisdd  and  the  much  later  Ihya'. 

15  Iqtisdd,  p.  107;  Ihya',  loc.  cit. 

16  Al-Mawardi,  op.  cit..  Chapter  III,  pp.  27-28. 
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insists  upon  is  that  the  Caliph  be  of  Quraighite  lineage.  As  a  result,  the  personal 
qualifications  of  the  Caliph  are  hardly  applicable  to  the  nature  of  the  Cali¬ 
phate.  On  the  other  hand,  the  symbolic  character  of  the  Caliph  could  not  be 
more  sharply  drawn.  In  other  words,  the  Caliph  himself  represents  only  one 
of  the  three  major  aspects  of  the  Caliphate. 

The  qualifications  of  the  Caliph  are  probably  the  most  well-developed  part 
of  the  constitutive  process  in  the  hands  of  Islamic  theorists.  But  they  are 
very  vague  in  their  description  of  the  constituent  power.  Al-Ghazali  says 
there  are  three  ways  in  which  one  of  those  who  is  qualified  for  the  Caliphate 
may  be  chosen :  by  designation  of  the  Prophet,  by  designation  of  the  ruling 
Caliph,  or  by  designation  of  the  holder  of  actual  power.  Al-Ghazali  tells  us 
that  only  the  last  alternative  applies  to  his  time.17  Designation  alone  is  not 
sufficient  for  appointment,  for  there  must  be  the  bai'ak  as  well.  The  bai'ah  must 
be  performed  by  the  great  men  and  the  people  of  “loosening  and  binding” 
(ahl  al-hall  w-al-‘aqd).ls  It  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  who  these  people  are,  but 
we  take  the  great  men  to  be  those  with  some  measure  of  power;  and  the  people 
of  loosening  and  binding  to  be  the  ‘ulamd’;  in  concrete  terms  this  means 
that  the  most  powerful  Saljuq  leader  appoints  the  Caliph,  then  the  appointee 
is  recognized  by  the  lesser  Saljuqs,  local  princes,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  bureau¬ 
cracy;  and  finally  the  appointment  receives  the  consent  of  the  ‘ulamd’.  There 
is  probably  a  fourth  stage  in  which  the  appointment  is  announced  in  the 
mosques,  and  the  people  accept  the  decision  handed  down  from  above.  In 
view  of  al-Ghazali's  statement  to  the  effect  we  must  look  upon  the  holder  of 
power,  or  the  Sultan,  as  the  constituent  power.  The  whole  of  the  constitutive 
process  beyond  the  bare  fact  of  appointment  by  the  Sultan  is  a  formality. 

Al-Ghazali’s  treatment  of  the  constitutive  process  by  no  means  contravenes 
the  accepted  requirements  of  the  Shari’ ah  in  this  matter.  It  is  true  that  al- 
Mawardi  sets  up  special  qualifications  for  those  who  choose  the  Caliph,  as 
well  as  for  the  Caliph  himself.  But,  generally  speaking,  the  Sunni  theorists  are 
sufficiently  vague  about  the  question  of  selectors  to  allow  al-Ghazali’s  theory 
to  meet  their  standards,  particularly  since  some  of  them  at  least  insist  that 
there  need  not  be  more  than  one  selector.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  quite  possible 
that  he  belittles  the  importance  of  the  bai’ah  of  the  ‘ulamd’  too  much.  His 
reason  for  this  is  probably  that  the  important  question  for  him  was  whether 
or  not  the  Sultan  would  choose  anyone  at  all.  But,  of  course,  the  Sultan’s 
primary  concern  was  that  his  choice  should  be  acceptable  to  the  ‘ulamd’  and 
the  people.  Were  he  not  concerned  with  the  attitude  of  these  groups,  and 
perhaps  his  own  salvation,  the  Sultan  might  dispense  with  choosing  a  Caliph 


17  Ihyd',  loc.  cit. 

18  Iqtisad,  p.  107.  The  bai'ah  is  important,  even  essential,  but  not  constitutive. 
Thus,  according  to  al-Ghazali.  if  a  qualified  Quraighite  is  an  actual  holder  of  power, 
he  may  appoint  himself  as  Imam.  (This  is  denied  by  al-Baqillani,  al-Tamhid,  p.  180, 
and  so  may  not  be  taken  as  a  generally  accepted  Sunni  theory.)  Nevertheless,  the 
bai'ah  remains  necessary,  having  only  a  declarative  effect. 
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altogether.  Having  chosen  a  Caliph,  he  has  gone  so  far  towards  preserving 
law  and  order  and  the  “establishment  of  Islam”  that  al-Qhazali  cannot  con¬ 
ceive  of  the  repudiation  of  his  choice  by  the  ‘ulamd’  or  the  people. 

The  constitutive  process  is,  then,  loosely  speaking,  a  Shar'i  process,  but  the 
constituent  power  is  the  Sultan.  The  limitations  upon  the  Sultan’s  choice  are 
real,  as  is  the  importance  of  the  general  bai‘ah,  but  since  these  have  much 
greater  reference  to  the  functional  and  institutional  authority  of  the  Caliphate, 
we  shall  do  no  more  than  make  a  mental  note  of  them  here.  Our  conclusion  is 
that  the  constituent  authority  for  the  appointment  of  the  Caliph  is  the  Sultan. 

There  is  no  contradiction  between  this  conclusion  and  our  previous  state¬ 
ment  that  the  source  of  all  authority  in  Islam  is  the  SharVah.  for  the  SharVah 
has  a  tendency  to  recognize  existing  power  in  the  constitutive  process.  Besides, 
so  long  as  the  Caliph  had  no  power  to  do  anything,  the  most  important  aspect 
of  SharVah  authority,  i.e.,  functional  authority,  does  not  become  operative. 
As  a  result  the  constituent  authority  of  the  Sultan  is  the  critical  political 
factor.  One  might  argue  that  the  Sultan  derives  this  authority  from  the 
SharVah.  but  that  would  not  be  what  al-Qhazali  himself  has  argued. 

From  the  foregoing  we  see  that  the  Caliph  is  different  from  the  Caliphate, 
and  that  the  authority  for  one  differs  from  the  authority  for  the  other.  We 
must  now  examine  the  relationship  of  the  Caliph  to  the  Caliphate,  and  of 
the  Sultan  to  them  both. 

If  the  Caliph  does  not  satisfy  all  the  requirements  of  the  Caliphate  in  him¬ 
self,  it  is  at  least  clear  that  he  is  i$s  principal  personal  representative.  We  have 
already  established  that  the  Caliph  himself  has  a  special  connection  with  the 
authoritative  source  of  ijrnd‘.  On  the  other  hand,  we  know  that  he  cannot 
possibly  be  the  personal  subject  of  functional  authority,  since  he  has  no 
power.  Contrarily,  no  governmental  act,  unless  performed  directly  or  indirectly 
by  the  Caliph,  has  any  validity. 

We  have  already  seen  that  the  Sultan  is  in  some  measure  the  authority  for 
the  Caliphate.  However,  the  actual  government  in  the  world  of  Islam  is  carried 
out  by  the  Sultan.  Circumstantial  authority  is  not  considered  sufficient  to 
legitimize  the  government  of  the  Sultan  even  if  it  is  not  in  conformity  with 
the  SharVah ,u  The  only  way  in  which  the  government  of  the  Sultan  is  valid 
and  authorized  is  through  its  recognition  of  the  Caliph.  As  we  have  already 
stated,  no  government  other  than  that  of  the  Caliph  is  valid  under  the  Shari' ah, 
and  subordinate  officials  have  only  delegated  authority,  not  functional.  Thus, 
the  validity  of  the  government  of  the  Sultan  is  established  only  upon  the 
Sultan’s  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Caliph,  and  the  Caliph’s  appointment  of 
the  Sultan.  By  his  exercise  of  the  constitutive  authority,  the  Sultan  recognizes 
in  fact  the  institutional  authority  of  the  Caliphate,  which  rests  primarily  in 
the  Islamic  Sunni  community,  and  in  theory  the  functional  authority  which 
rests  with  the  SharVah  proper. 


19  Ihya',  lor .  cit. 
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The  fact  that  al-Ghazali  accepts  this  compromise  sheds  some  light  on  the 
political  objectives  of  Sunni  theorists.  The  total  achievement  of  this  arrange¬ 
ment  is  the  recognition  by  the  holder  of  power  that  the  Shari' ah  is  the  organizing 
principle  of  the  Sunni  community,  and,  in  more  concrete  fashion,  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  Sunni  Islam.  The  element  of  compromise  enters  when  al-Ghazali 
argues  for  the  legitimacy  of  this  arrangement,  even  though  the  Sultan  actually 
ignores  many  provisions  of  the  SharVah.  Recognition  of  the  Shari' ah  by  the 
Sultan  without  obedience  to  its  provisions  is  form  without  content.  This  leads 
us  to  the  second  objective  of  the  Sunni  theorists,  that  is,  the  establishment  of 
order  and  the  maintenance  of  discipline.  The  governmental  scope  of  the  Sul¬ 
tanate  included  very  few  of  the  interests  which  concern  modern  governments. 
By  the  establishment  of  order  and  the  maintenance  of  discipline  the  Sultanate 
merely  provided  a  favourable  field  for  the  activity  of  the  established  Islamic 
institution.  Al-Ghazali.  therefore,  felt  justified  in  validating  the  government 
of  such  a  Sultan.  He  was  willing  to  make  concessions  regarding  a  limited 
number  of  SharVah  regulations  in  order  to  preserve  the  religious  life  of  the 
community. 

Just  as  the  Caliphate  comprehends  the  function  of  the  Sultan,  so  does  it 
also  comprehend  the  religious  and  legal  duties  imposed  by  the  SharVah.  As 
we  have  said,  the  Caliphate  is  a  religious  as  well  as  a  political  institution  of 
Islam.  We  have  also  seen  that  al-Ghazali  does  not  insist  upon  the  qualifications 
which  the  Caliph  must  have  in  order  to  carry  out  his  religious  duties.  If 
necessary,  the  Caliph  may  enlist  the  aid  of  the  most  outstanding  learned  people 
of  the  day.20  The  principal  political  function  of  the  ‘ ulamd ’  is  the  interpre¬ 
tation  of  the  SharVah  in  terms  of  the  problems  facing  the  community.  In 
short,  by  their  approval  of  the  Sultan’s  choice  of  the  Caliph  (haVah)  and  by 
their  faiwas,  the  ‘ulama’  express  the  functional  authority  of  the  SharVah. 

The  term  Caliphate  stands  for  the  whole  of  Islamic  government.  Although 
al-Ghazali  seems  to  follow  the  traditional  prejudices  in  favour  of  autocracy, 
it  is  obvious  that  his  is  a  multilateral  conception  of  the  Caliphate.  In  it  there 
are  three  main  elements:  the  Caliph,  the  Sultan,  and  the  'ulama’,  each  cor¬ 
responding  to  some  aspect  of  the  authority  behind  Islamic  government,  and 
each  performing  a  function  required  by  that  authority.  The  greatest  virtue 
of  al-Ghazali’s  theory  is  its  political  realism,  and  yet  he  has  maintained  the 
essentials  of  the  traditional  theory.  Each  of  the  parts  of  the  Caliphate  repre¬ 
sents  not  only  an  aspect  of  authority  and  a  function  of  Islamic  government, 
but  also  one  of  the  major  elements  of  political  power  in  the  Sunni  community. 

Was  al-Ghazali’s  theory  an  accurate  description  of  the  government  of  his 
time  ?  Such  a  development  of  the  Caliphate  was  the  result  of  many  diverse 
and  fortuitous  events.  Nevertheless,  the  roots  of  this  development  may  be 
traced  back  to  the  calculated  policy  of  the  early  ‘Abbasids.  The  early  ‘Abbasids 
based  their  government  upon  the  power  of  troops  imported  from  Khurasan. 


20  Iqtisad,  p.  107. 
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and  not  upon  local  Iraqi  levies.  They  asserted  their  own  legitimacy  upon  the 
circumstantial  fact  that  they  were  ruling  in  accordance  with  the  Shari' ah. 
They  went  out  of  their  way  to  honour  the  'ulamd'  and  give  them  a  place  at 
Court. 

Ultimately,  the  success  of  the  system  depended  upon  the  maintenance  of 
a  delicate  balance  of  power,  and  upon  the  continued  co-operation  of  those 
forces.  The  fact  of  the  matter  was  that  when  the  relative  power  of  each  element 
of  the  government  changed  it  was  not  supported  by  the  others.  Al-Ghazali 
argued  for  the  independence  of  the  'ulamd'  and  he  urged  them  to  resist  the 
blandishments  of  the  Sultan.  When  the  Sultan  was  powerful  he  interfered 
with  the  succession  to  the  Caliphate  in  a  manner  calculated  to  lower  the 
influence  and  prestige  of  that  office.  When  the  Sultan  grew  somewhat  weaker, 
the  Caliph  was  eager  to  exercise  local  power  himself.  Al-Ghazali’s  theory 
notwithstanding,  the  existence  of  the  Caliph  alongside  the  Caliphate  was  an 
ever-present  temptation  to  re-establish  the  old  order. 

The  multilateral  conception  of  the  Caliphate  was  not  opposed  to  al-Mawardi’s 
ideal  construction.  Al-Ghazali  did  not  reject  the  traditional  Sunni  theory.  In 
fact,  al-Ghazali  sought  only  to  explain  the  political  conditions  of  his  own  time 
in  terms  acceptable  to  traditional  Sunni  thought.  If  he  ground  any  axe  at  all, 
it  was  for  the  Sunni  'ulamd',  who  were  certainly  a  most  conservative  body. 
Nevertheless,  once  the  Caliphate  could  be  resolved  into  its  component  parts, 
it  became  possible  for  the  rest  of  the  parts  to  hobble  along  without  the  Caliph 
himself.  In  this  sense  al-Ghazali  paved  the  way  for  the  post-‘Abbasid  develop¬ 
ment  of  the  Sunni  political  theory. 

The  original  inspiration  for  al-Ghazali’s  theory  of  the  Caliphate  seems  to 
have  come  from  his  early  interest  in  Hellenistic  thought.  We  find  an  interesting 
statement  of  the  same  principle  in  no  less  an  exponent  of  the  opposing  “philo¬ 
sopher-king”  theory  than  Nasir  al-Dln  al-Tusi.  Al-Tusi  says  that  the  second 
possible  variation  of  the  supreme  government  of  the  Virtuous  City  arises  when 
all  the  qualities  required  of  a  philosopher-king  do  not  exist  in  one  man,  but 
are  produced  in  several  men  collectively.21 

More  significant  than  the  parallel  passage  in  A  khldg-i  Ndsiri  is  the  reflection 
of  al-Ghazali’s  theory  in  the  writings  of  ibn  Taimiyyah.  If  anything,  ibn 
Taimiyyah  was  more  enamoured  of  the  past  than  al-Mawardi,  but  by  the 
time  he  wrote  the  ‘Abbasid  Caliphate  was  no  more.  Ibn  Taimiyyah  argued 
that  legitimate  Islamic  government  in  his  days  was  composed  of  the  Amirs 
and  the  ‘ulama’  acting  in  co-operation  with  one  another.  Ibn  Taimiyyah’s 
principle  of  “co-operation"  leads  him  to  repeat  al-Ghazali’s  theory  of  divided 
authority  in  accordance  with  the  qualifications  of  various  persons  in  opposi¬ 
tion  to  the  theory  which  accorded  complete  authority  to  the  ruling  war-lord.22 

The  origin  and  development  of  this  principle  present  many  difficulties,  but 

21  Nasir  al-Din  al-Tusi,  Akhlaq-i  Ndsiri,  Treatise  III,  Chapter  III,  p.  309. 

22  Henri  Laoust,  Essai  sur  les  doctrines  sociales  et  politiques  d’Ibn  Taimiya, 
Cairo,  1939,  pp.  282,  294,  307,  315,  317. 
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Laoust  tells  us  that  ibn  Taimiyyah  was  influenced  rather  by  the  Arab  Neo- 
Platonists,  such  as  the  Ikhwan  ah  Safa,  than  by  al-Ghazali.83  It  is  unlikely 
that  the  idea  itself  originated  with  al-Ghazali  who  was  himself  deeply  influenced 
in  his  youth  by  the  Hellenistic  movement  in  Islam.  Nevertheless,  his  applica¬ 
tion  of  it  to  the  Sunni  Caliphate  was  certainly  an  innovation,  and  all  the  more 
noteworthy  for  its  reappearance  two  centuries  later  in  the  works  of  ibn  Taimly- 
yah.  It  need  hardly  be  added  that  the  ‘ulama’  did  in  fact  assume  a  special 
position  of  political  authority  as  well  as  a  part  of  the  “original”  Caliphal 
function  in  the  Ottoman  State,  and  to  a  lesser  extent,  perhaps,  in  the  Mugful 
Empire  in  India. 
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